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PREFACE. 



The year 1820, has ushered in a new volume, 
being the Fourth of the Annual Biography and Obi- 
tuary. The Editor is not unwilling to assume some 
trifling credit, in consequence of an early and re- 
gular publication ; but for all that is curious, in- 
teresting, or original, in the present work, the Reader 
is wholly indebted to the assistance, correspondence, 
and communications of others. Some elucidations 
on this subject, may not prove altogether unworthy 
of attention. 

The Memoir of the greatest female singer* this 
country has ever produced, is drawn up with the 
most scrupulous attention to delicacy 'and decorum. 
It was composed by a gentleman, who both knew and 
admired her in the character oi ^professional womaUj 
and he has been kindly and readily assisted with the 
most correct information on the part of one of her 
surviving trustees. 

* Mrs. Billington. 
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IV PREFACE. 

Tlie life of the Anglo-American Colonel Tatham, 
will be found replete with incident and misfortunes : 
it is to the full as singular as* that of Mr. Harriott in 
tlie preceding volume. 

The biogi-aphy of a late Knight of the Bath *, to 
whom the Letters of Junius have been recently as- 
cribed, with a hardihood that at least challenges 
investigation, contains, what he himself was accus- 
tomed to term " Notes for History,*' nrost of 
which have been obtained from personal communi- 
cation. 

We have prevailed on a gentleman, perhaps the 
only one in the kingdom, who had inclination and 
opportunities to execute such a task — to draw up 
an account of a celebrated character t, who, after 
expending upwards of 100,000/. in objects of vertUj 
lately died in a jail! By such as knew him, this 
article williDe deemed at once curious, interesting, 
and original : indeed, like some fine specimens of 
his own shells, it must be termed unique^ as no 
other similar collection of facts is in existence. 

, The Memoirs of a late celebrated poett, are 
drawn up by two of his friends. The one part, 
which is chiefly dedicated to the consideration of his 
early life, appear^ to have been compiled both 
from oral communication, and documents furnished 
by himself. The supplement, written by a gentle- 

♦ Sir Philip Francis. . f H. C. Jennings, Esq. % Dr. Wolcot. 
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PREFACE. V 

man who holds a very respectable situation in one 
of the public offices, while it rectifies some errors 
respecting his family, details a variety of curious par- 
ticulars connected with the latter portion of his life. 
Had it been received sooner, more justice would 
have been done to an article, which, in its original 
form, must have merited a double portion of praise* 
The whole, taken together, will, perhaps, be found 
to constitute one of the completest specimens of 
biography, lately submitted to the notice of the 
Public. A short but authentic life of the late James 
Watt, F. R. S^ cannot fail to attract attention* It 
has been sanctioned by the approbation of t^ose 
to whom his memory and reputation are peculiarly 
dear. 

At a time, when the penal statutes are thought 
by some to stand in need of revision, and the con- 
dition of the criminal pooTj has become a subject of 
frequent debate and investigation in both Houses of 
Parliament, the documents contained in the memoirs 
of the late * Inspector-General of convicts, cannot 
fail to prove worthy of attention. The rules laid 
down by him being the result of long experience 
both by sea and land, are weU calculated to afford 
useful hints to such benevolent legislators as are 
occupied about meliorating the condition of those 
confined on board of hulks, conveyed to distant 
settlements by means of transports, or doomed to 
spend a large portion of their lives in Penitentiary 

* Aaron Graham, Esq. 
aS 
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VI PREFACE. 

Houses. It is greatly to be lamented, that we 
have been unable to include many celebrated cha- 
racters within the limits of the present volume. 
Among some others that excite our regret, are the 
Father of the English Bar* ; the venerable and learned 
Dean of Christ Church j and a nobleman, whose name 
is connected with the Agriculture of this country, 
in all its various branches, having not only devoted 
tihie greater part of his life to husbandry, experi- 
mental and practical, but to the improvement of our 
various breeds of cattle^ both native and foreign. 
Of all ih&set9 ra^npirs shall appear in our next 
volume* 

* Sir Arthur Pigot, late Attorney-General. 
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No. I. 




Admiral Sir ROBERT CALDER, Kot. and Bart. 

OF SOUTHWICK, ^1$ THB COUNTY OF HANTS. 

1 flE Calders of Muuriown, hi th'^. county of Moray, North- 
Britoiii, can boast o£ considerable antiquity on the score of 
descent. We are told by Shaw, in his History of Moray (4to . 
p. 113.) that the *' surname ia local| and that the family has 
been among the most ancient, and the most considerable in 
the North. About the year 1040,*' continues he, " the tyrant 

VOL. IV. R 
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S ^ SIR ROBERT CALDER, BART. 

Macbeth cut off the Thane of Nairn (Buchan.) This, no doubt, 
was the Thane of Calder ; for no history or tradition men- 
tioneth a Thane of Naii-n, distinct from the Thane of Calder, 
who as constable resided in that town ; and Mr. Heylin, in his 
Geography, expressly calleth him Thane of Calder." We 
learn that William, Thane of Calder, in 1450, built the tower 
..of Calder by a royal licence; and in 1499, we find the Calders 
giving battle to the Campbells about the possession of the 
heiress of Kilravock. But the descendants of this chieftain 
disposed of the baronies in the counties of Nairn and Kin- 
ross, and appear to have settled at Muirton, or Muirtown, in 
the immediate vicinity of Elgin, in which town they built a 
large house,' with castellated battlements, and resided for up* 
wards of a century. One of these was created a Baronet of 
Nova Scotia in 1 686. 

Sir Thomas Calder, of Muirtown, had three sons, the eldest 
" of whom, Sir James, having come to England, married Alice, 
daughter of Rear- Admiral Robert Hughes, and by this lady 
had four sons- He settled af P5irjt* House, near Maidstone, 
in Kent, and being patrcnisod by liis countryman the Earl 
of Bute, obtained a place at court. The second son is the 
subject of the present narrfttive, 

Rpbert Calder was born in the paternal mansion at Elgin, 
July 2. I*! 45, O- S*, and received his education at the gram- 
mar school of that ancient town* At an early ti^e, however, he 
was sent to England, and liaving entered a midshipman, first 
trod the quaitcr-deck of a mati c^f war, when only fourteen. 
In 1766, he accompanied tho Hon, George Faulkener, as 
Lieutenant of the Essex, to the West Indies ; but itVas not 
until many years after that he obtained the rank, first of master 
and commander, apd then of post-captain, in the navy. 

The ofiicer whose memoirs form the subject of the present 
article, appears to have studied his profession, and to have 
acquired considerable knowledge, in every thing appertaining 
to it. He had also the good fortune to serve under very able 
men, by which means he obtained a considerable degree of 
knowledge in all branches of naval tactics* 
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SIR ROBERT CALDER, BAHT. S 

Daring the American war, Captain Calder was employed in 
the CSiannel Fleet. In 1782, he commanded the Diana, 
which was employed as a repeating-frigate to Rear-Adkmral 
Kempenfelt. At this period he was doomed to witness one of 
the most disastrous events recorded in the annals of the British 
Navy. Sir Charles Hardy, who at that time commanded the 
English fleet, received orders not to risk an engagement with 
the combined squadrons of France and Spain, which then ap- 
peared on our coasts. He accordingly withdrew, and having 
hatded in between the Wolf-rock and the Main, so as to open 
the Bristol Channel, obtained shelter and security. On this 
occasion, the sailors were so indignant as to blind a figure of 
the King with their hammocks, sweajring, ^' that His Majesty 
George the Third should not witness their flight." Captdin 
Calder, who belonged to the rear division, appears to have 
participated in their indignation ; for although within a short 
distance of one of the enemy's two-deckers, which might have 
sunk his vessel with a single broadside, he refused to retire, 
until expressly ordered by signal. The hostile fleet soon after 
this withdrew into port, and that of England has ever since 
maintained its accustomed superiority. 

Meanwhile Captain Calder, being desirous to settk in life, <»| 
the 1st of May, 1779, espoused Amelia, the only daughter of 
John Mitchell, of Bayfield Hall, in the county of NorfoBct 
Esq., a gentleman who had died (in 1766), several years pre- 
viously to this event, after having served during many par** 
liaments as member for Boston, in Lincolnshire. By this 
lady, who possessed great beauty, he never had any issue; 
and although always tenderly attached to her, the union on 
the wfacde, perhaps, did not prove happy, as her health, -soon 
became bad, and this circumstance was occasionally acnom^ 
paiided with a certain degree of mental estrangement, of a 
pieculiarly distressing .nature. Immediately on thi& event 
taking {)lace, he purchased a residence at Southwic, in the 
vicinity <rf Portsmouth and Southampton, where he resided 
for many years* 
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4 SIR ROB£RT CALDER, BART. 

At the commencement of tlie wav» with FraMe^ Captain 
Calder was immediately selected for employment, and such 
iwas hid reputation fer skill and intrepidity, that he was ap- 
pointed FiUBt Captiiin to Admiral Roddam's 6ag, while flying 
on board the fiarfleur. He afterwards commanded the 
Theseus, of 74 guns, which formed part of Lord Howe's 
fleet in 1794 ; but having been dispatched with Rear-Admiral 
V -Montague's squadron to protect a valuable convoy, destined 
Ibr the colonies, he did not participate in the brmiaat victory 
of the 1st of June. 

Earl St Vincent, then SSr John Jervis, an officer peeofiatiy 
gifted witli the power of discovering and the wish of distin- 
guishing merit in others, in 1796, deemed the subject <af this 
memoir a fit persoil to act in the honourable and 'con&ielif£sl 
situation of Captain of the Fleet under his command* He 
accordingly served in that capacity on board the Victory, off 
Cadiz, with a squadron of fifteen sail of the line and sev^ fti- 
gates. The merits of the battle that afterwards eoflkoed ought 
assuredly in part to be attributed to this officer; for it was 
chiefly aAieved by mere seamanship, and he akm0 occupied 
that station which was entrusted with the superintendance of 
the whole series of manoeuvres. 

On the 13th of February, 1707, the Commander in Chief, 
with the force Just enumerated, descried a Spanish fleet, &r 
•superior in point of number, as/well as of guns, foritcoft^ 
listed of twenty-six. line of battle ships, and twelve frigat^; 
A pursuit immediately took place, and it was so ccmtrLved 
that the English, who giuned upon the enemy, had actoalty 
commenced the action before Admir^ Don Josephoiie Cor- 
dova, whose flag was flying on board a first-rate, wa^:aMe to 
-complete his line of battle, as a number of bis hurge vesseb 
hptd he&L separated from the main body. Having passed in 
iuU sail, through the enemy's squadron, and tacked ata crifi* 
cal moment, so. as to cut off all thAt portion of the fleet whibh 
liad fallen to leeward, the signal was immediatdy. given fer 
dose fight; and after a short, but severe and (efl^ctuai qm^ 

9 
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9111 ROIIERT CALDBB, BAST. 5 

t 

tien«(te, tbe Ibar feUoipng line of battle ships were obliged 

to strike their flags, viz. 

1. II Salvador del Mundo, carrying 112 gum* 
S. San Josef * - - - 112 

3. San NiiDolas - - - 80 

4. San Ysidoro - . - 74 

Tfaia memoraUie victoryi fought oft Cape St. Vincent in 
Spain, obtained for the British Admiral* an earMom, while 
the CJBiplain of the Fleet, who bron^^t home the dispatches, 
was immediately knighted, and soon after received a patent of 
bwrimeti^ei by the ttjiis and title of Sir Robert Calder^ of 
Sdidiwic, in the county of Hants. 

On the 14th of February, 1799, Sir Robert obtained bis 
flag as Rear- Admiral, by seniority; and, in 1801, was dis- 
patched with, a small squadron in> quest of Admiral Gran- 
theaume, who had sailed from France, with the express, 
purpose of supplying the army in Egypt with stores^ am^- 
munitioi^ && 

At the conclusion <^ the first peace with^ the French Re» 
public^ Sir Robert once more retired to his estate m Hamp- 
shire; b^t Oft the renewal of hostilities, he was immediately 
re-appointed, and in the promotion which took place the 23d 
April,. 1804, he was advanced to the rank of Vice- Admiral of 
^e White. While employed in this latter capacity, , he was 
adegted} in. 1805, by Admiral Comwallis, who then com- 
manded the Channel' Fleet, to blockade the harbours of Ferrol 
sud Corunna* The force entrusted to him on this occasion, 
proved very inadequate to the service; for, although there 
were then five French ships of the line and three frigates, to- 
getifear wUh five Spanish line of battle ships and four frigates,. 
aU ready for sea, in the ports just alluded to ; yet he had only 
senren sail allotted to him on the present occasion ; these in- 
deed were aifterwards increased to nine ; but notwithstanding 
he rep$a|edly demanded two frigates and some smaller vessels 
to be placed at the entrance of the harbours in question, 
th^ eoold not be spared. He^ however, retained his station, 
notwithstanding the manoeuvres of the Brest fleet, and, on 

B 3 
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6 SIR RQBBftX CAhDiS^Rt BARV* . 

l^eing joined by Rear'-Admiral Stirling with five sail of the 
line from before Rochefort, together with a frigate and a 
lugger, he proceeded to sea, for the express purpose of inter- 
cepting the French and Spanish squadrons from the West 
Indies, which were supposed to consist' of no more thmir 
sixteen ^#pi|M ships. Soon after this the combined fleet, con- 
sisting of no fewer than twenty sail of the line^ seven fri- 
gates, and two brigs, were descried ; while the English force 
amounted to no more than fifteen ships, two frigates, a cutter 
and a lugger. As this actioji not only made a great noise at 
the time, but actually produced a court-martial soon after, we 
shall here give a precise and authentic list of the respective 
forces. 

enemy's line of battle on the 22d of JULY, 1805. 





SPANISH VAN. 


Ships. 


Guns. Commanders. 


^1. Argonaute 


- 80 Admiral Graviua. 


2. Terrible 


74 


a. Espania 


- 64 


A» America 


£4 


5. Rafael (taken) 


- 84 Don Francis Montes. 


6. Firme (taken) 


74 Don Rafael Villavicencio. 




FRENCH CENTRE. 


7.LePlutoii 


- 80 


8. Neptune 


90 


9. Mont Blanc 


- ^* 


10. Bwcentaure 


84 Admiral Villeneuve. 


11. Atlas - 


- 74 


12. Bcirwick 


74 



7 FrigatM^-'-L'flortense, La Cornelia, LaDidon, LaPermaliie, LaSirene, 
La Themis. LeRhin. 



l3. Formidable 


* 


80 


Admiral Dumanoir^ 


X4* Intr^ide 


• A 


- 74 




1». Swiftsure 


. 


74 




3 6. Indomptable 


- 


- 80 




17. Scipion 


- 


74 




•l8. Aigle 


* 


- 74 




19. Achille 


- 


74 




30. Algeziers 


- 


- 74 


Aditiiral Magon. 



9 firigs^ ^^L'^gus, Le TtieU 
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« 



nvOtiaU LINE O? BATTLE OK THE 22n OF JUIJr» 1805. 



" Sftip^. 


Guns, Cmmanders. 


I. Hero 


74 Hoii.Ca|KBioGai4ii0r. 


2. Ajax 


- 80 W.Brown. 


xJ. Triumph 


74 H. Inman. 


4. Barftmr 


- 98 G.Martim 


5. AgamenmoB 


64 J. Harvey. 


6. Windsor Castle 


- 98 CBoylM. 




Frigate^ •■^Egyptienne. 




REAR. 


7. Defiance 


* 74 P. Durham. 


8. Prince of Wales 


} Vice-Admiral Sir R. Calder» Bart. 
• " ^' J W.Cumiiig. Captain. 


9. Repulse 


- 74 Hon. A. K. Leggc. 


10. Baisonnable 


•• ' - 64 J.Rowley. 


11. Dn^9B 


74 W.GriiSths. • 


l^, Glotf 


C Rear-Admiral Stirling. 
' ^l Samuel Warren, Captain. 


U. Warrior 


• 74 S. H.Llniae. 


14. ThuBdcrcr * 


74 W. Lechmere. 


15. Malta 


- 84 E. Buller. 




Yrisk cutter, Nile lugger, Sirlus frigate. 



After a sharp contest agsunst a superior force, with the 
weather gage in their &vour, which continued until dark, 
two sail of the line, the Rafael of eighty-four, and the Rrme^of 
seventy-four, guns, were both captured. Here follows an 
account of the engagement, as contained in the official letter, 
addressed to Admiral Comwallis : the paragraphs suppressed 
in the Gazette wiU be found marked in italics. 

*^ Prince of Wales, 33d July, Ferrol bearing S. distance 
forty-otiw Icaguet, Cape Finistenre S. fifty-two £. dis. 
taoce thtrty-ntne leagues. 

"Sir, 25th Jii^. 

*^. Yesterday, at noon, I was fiivoured with a view cif the 
combined squadrons of France and Spain, consisting of twenty 
sail of the line, also three large ships armed en flute, of about 
fifty. guns jeach, with five frigates, and three brigs. 

'^ The force under my direction, at this time^ consisting of 
fifteen sail of the line, two .firi^tes, a cutter, and a lugger ; I 
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imm<4^te]y stood towards the enemy with the squadroitf 
making the needfttlsigDaU tcir batille in the closest order; and 
on cbsing with tbeoi, I made the ^ signal for attacking thdf 
centre. When I bad i^eached their rear, I tacked the sqaadron 
in succession; this brought us close up under their lee : and 
when our headvMiHdiipe readied their centre, the etiemy were 
tacking in succession : this obliged me again to make the same 
manoeuvre, by which t brought on a very decisive action, 
which lasted upwards of four hours, when I found it necessary 
to bring the squadron to^ to cover the captured ships, whose 
names are in the margin. 

'' I have to observe, the enemy had every advantage of wind 
and weather. During the whole dfiy the weather had been 
foggy at times : a great part of the morning, and very soon 
after we had brought them to action^ the fog was -so tliick, at 
intervals, that we could with great difficulty see the i^ip ah^ead 
or astern of us. Thiis rendered it impossible to take the ad- 
Vantage of the enemy by signals, as I could wish to have done* 
Haa the weather been more favourable, I am led to believe 
the victory would have been more complete. 

• <^I have very great pleasure in saying every ship exerted 
itself, and was conducted in the most masterly style ; and I beg 
leave here publicly to return to rear--admiral Stirling, and every 
captain^ officer, and man, whom I had the honour to command 
on that day, my most grateful thanks for their very conspicu^ 
ous, gallant, and very judicious good coi»luct. The honourable 
captain Gardner, of the Hero^ led the van squadron in a most 
masterly and officer-like manner : to whom I fiSel myself par* 
ticularly indebted, as also to captain Cuming for his assistence 
during the action. Inclosed is a list of the killed and wounded 
on -board the different ships* If I may judge from the ^eat 
daughter on board the captured ships, the enemy mtist have 
sfiffi^red greatly. They are now in sight to windwiird; and. 
when I have secured the captured ships, and put the squadron^, 
to rights, I shall endeavour to avail myself of any o{^iortiintty. 
that may ofifer to give yo« aoQie furtharaccount of these com*' 
hinecl squadronsr Ai ihesap^^Hmef UmiH6eim» meia be upon 
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«»y guard agidnsi thecMUiltdsqmMbyms at Ferroly as' I am ltd 
iaietiece tkey have smt eff^&M or im> <jf their crifpUd daps last 
night Jin* that pmrt f therefare^jHMibfylmas^JlnditneotssaiyUf 
make ajuaeti<m with you. immtdiatdif tff Ushant with the whale 
sftaidrom. i ibare the honour to be, with great reipect and 
Bcgard^) SUV your. mtMit obedient, hambk senrant, 

« Robert Caldbr. 
«< The Hon. Admiral CornwaHis, &c.'^ 

^^P.S. lam under the necessity of sending the Windsor Castle 
to you, in consequence of the damage she sustained in the actions 
Capteun Bailer has acquainted me, that the prisoners on board 
the prizes assert Ferrol to be the port to which the enemy's 
squadron are bound, as you will perceive by letters inclosed 
with my original dispatch, together with other private in* 
foriBati<»u" 

•The conduct of Sir Robert Calder on this occasion, qppeam 
to have obtained the full approbation c^ his commander in 
chief, for he soon after dispatched him on purpose to cruize 
off 'Cadiz, with a considerable squadron, in order to w«tch the 
motions of the enemy. But the success did not appear sui^ 
fidently briilknt to the Loids of the Admiral^ of that day, 
who^ bad been accustomed to the most fortimate and decisive 
results, 4dthough the nation appeared to be perfectly satisfied' 
with an action which' had deprived a superior fleet of two sail 
of line of battle Alps, and discomfited all fiirther attem{^ on 
the part of the enemy. 

However, ' on learning diat he had been attadced in the 
moat cruel. and unmerited manner by some of Ae English 
newapapers. Sir Robert CSalder, in. a diipatch to the Admi- 
rahy^ dated October 3, 14M>5, requested that an enquiry might 
ihumfdiately tadse plaee, respecting his conduct during the late 
action, f* for the^purpose,'* observes be, **o( enabling me to 
ghe my reasons publicly £or my conduct at that tim^ and to 
refateatt tmyust^ illiberal, and ttnfoitnded'assertione; when T 
trin^"; itris added,' ^f I ehall mabe.it I4^>ear to the satiifaction 
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of my king, country^ and friends^ tbat' no pan of my eoiiduet 
and cbailurter will be feuad deserving of those iUiheral im-* 
fN*easioii% which at {Mraseiit occupy the public mind ; being 
t»n8ciotis that every thing in my power, was done for the 
honcmr. and welfare of my king and country, after a very mi- 
nute investigatioa of all the existing circumstances, and the 
very critical situation I was placed in with the squadron I had 
the honour to command at the time alluded to." 

This request having been acceded to by the Lords Com-^ 
mi&iioners of the Admiral^, a court martial assenibled on 
board the Prince of Wales, in Portsmouth Harbour, o» 
Monday, December 23, 1805. Admiral Montague having 
been nominated President, the witnesses on behalf of the 
prosecution ware called in, sworn, and examined ; after whidi 
Sir Robert Calder's defence was* read. In the course of this, 
he contended, that he was fully justifiable in not renewing ihe 
action, even had he been able so to do, as this might not only 
have endangered the safety of his own fleet, but eventudlythat 
of the ccAintry itself, 'f I am ready to admit," adds he, ^^ that it i^ 
so much the duty of- an officer to engage the enemy wherever 
he meets widi them, that it is incumbent upon him to explain^ 
satisfactorily, why he does not ; but in making that explanation, 
it is not necessary for him to prove the physical imposeiUli^ 
of doing so. It may be possible, and yet there may be very 
.many reasons why he should not Indeed, the absurdity of 
a contrary (pinion is such, that it would be an idle waste of 
time to troviAe the court with, any observaticms upon it. 

<< It will, however, be permitted to observe that mine is notr 
the only instance where a Britidi fleet has laid in sighttof 
that of the enemy without renewing an engagement. 

^ In proof of this assertion,, if it be necessary, I need Otoly 
recal to your memcuy^ out of many others, the example of tW0« 
v&ey great and gallant officers, who, aftor having obtaimd 
most brilliant victories over the enemy, did not think themf* 
selves justified in bringing them a second time to action, al- 
though they weie in ^fat of them fiiUy .aa long as I was. The 
two meritarioiis officers to whom I allude are Earl Howey^ 
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in the action ^f t^ let of June^ 1794; and Eari St. Vincent, 
in tbatof tbe snA of V^kawnsy^ 17&7. Of the latter I am 
coui^petent to spesk from my own knowledge, baring had tho 
hoooor to serve mider his lordsfaip as captain otf the fleet in 
tb^t engngem^t. 

^* Of tbe pn^riety of the conduct of these noble lords, in 
both imtffixre^ no ddubt has at any momait be<ai entertained 
by any body. They certainly exercised a sound discretion 
upon the occasion ; but it may not be improper for me to re- 
mark, that ditlKMigh the advantages diey bad acquired were 
certailSly superior to mine^ that mine was a situation in which 
it was in every respect more necessary to exercise that disp* 
cretiofi, which, in every case, must be vested in the comsiander 
of a squadron, to judge of the prc^riety or impropriety of 
ofiering battle to a superior fleet. In the instances abbve^ 
mentioned there was no other foi^ce to contend with, no other 
quarter from wbkh an attadi was to be apprehended, than 
the fleets which had been already engaged. In mine, it 'b^ 
hoved me to be particularly on my guard against the Ferrol 
and Boch^Mt squadrons, ccoisisting of twenty-one sail of the 
lin^ both which I had reason to believe were cmt, one i^tokkk 
aippears to have been actually on the sea, and to which the 
scpiadf OB opposed to me might easily have given notice of 
their situ^on, as virill be hereafter more fully stated." 

The admiral then alluded to tbe action of the 22d, respect* 
ii^ which he observed, ^^ that the victory certainly was ours^ 
and most decisively so ; and that he had only to lament that 
the weather did not sSkxd an opportunity of making it.nwre 
comjfiletew" The firing, he added, did not cease imtil half past 
nine o'clock, and before this his night signals were hoisted,, 
it being then dark. The enemy were to.miMlward a long 
caanonHahot, the ev^nng was ^^ fitggy and dirty," the fore* 
topmast of the Windsor Castle was ^lotaway, ami the other 
vessels were em{^oyed in repairing their losses, '^ and, being 
then unaeqnaiBted," adds Sir Robert, <^ with the state of the 
daiaages which the several ships had received, I did £bttet. 
myself that I should, the next morning, have b»n m a con<- 
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diidon to renew the engagement^ ^indwidi tUmt view I did vlT 
I cofuli, conriftfently with the atlentiea mcesBary to pre^iit n 
Mfmratton iMtween any patts of the squadron, to keep asmear 
as. poioible to the ^lemy during the night.'' 

At day-break, however, notwithstanding all his eodeiKfoiirs 
totaehiere this, the admiral found that he was eight or nine 
nihft to leeward, with the Malta, Unindeter, the priaei^ mod 
ftjgates, enlirely out of sight, while the Wiods<Nr CestW wa» 
in i4nf of the Dragon, and the Maka>had one of the captured- 
ships in tow aka A formidable list of the damages sustained' 
by the ships in bis squadron had beoi jurt sent iny and the 
encfny appeared to those on board the Prince of Wales (the 
fla^^ship) not to have sitstauied any loss in their masts or^ 
yards, with the exoeption.of a vessel which^ was in the act of^ 
replacing one of the latter. . . 

In this state of affidrs, the Adasral consklered' his own fleets- 
on acetiunt o£ Aher crippled situation of several of the skips^ 
as not in a oolidition to carry auflbuent sail to mndwai4 to 
force the enemy to a renewal of the action, perticularfy as 
there was a considerable sea, with a very heavy swell, which 
would have endangered both masts and yards, had he been-rasb^ 
enough to have attempted it . 

'*^That my judgement," continues be, '^resjiacliiq;. die 
inatMlity of tfiese ships to« carry sail was> corredv requires, F 
apprehend, no other proof than, that early in the mortting 
rf the 23d, on edgii^ down* wider easy sail to join the Midta* 
and odwr ships to leeward, and effect a junction of nqr* 
sqcndron, the Barfleur sprung a lower yard; and that <m the 
d5thj| after having parted company with the Windsor Casfie^ 
and {ffiaes, and made sttl to endeawur to regain the* enemy^ 
a few liours only had dapsed before the Repulse ^imng her 
bowiqfsrk, and the Malta her main*yard. Thiswas the first 
time that any press of sfdl had been carried after the aietion, 
and affinrds a specimen of what might have been expected had 
I ordered them to carry so mudi sail on ihe>mamiag' after 
the aiction, as must have been necessary to have 'given me 
efen a chance of getting up to* the enemy. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SUt ROWBT CAJLOSm, »An* IS 



cc 



It has also been p^ved to you, by C$(g^mn Immn, 
that when on the momii^ of the 2Sd I ovdered bk Mp to 
Adveaivay «i frigate that vas coming too near u% ibr the par* 
pose of Tcconnoitring^ he was every moment apprehensHre that 
her jnafits wQiiki have gone by the board. - 

** Another eonsequenoe^ which must hav« attended my at^ 
tempt to tofce a renewal of the action, would have been a 
fcparation, a^dtprobabte captures, of the Windiov Caitle and 
priaes; for, independently of their falling in with the Boche- 
fort equoidron, had I aent them to England vrithoot talcing 
oaite of them until they were paat that danger, it waa obaerved 
that the enemy had three tail of the line and three or four 
frigates constantly advanced on their weather bow, rea^ to 
act»agamst any diipathat m%ht have been separated from the 
main body, provided I had made any movement to. occasion, 
nodi sepanKtian« Tiu» I conceive it was my dnQr on every 
account to prevent. By doing so I preserved the victory I 
had aoqoired, in spite of their very great svpmori^, and in 
defiance of ibe many hostile s^inndecns I waa anrxounded by 
at this time. 

'^ i& endeavouring to 'oompel n renewal oS the action, I 
diould also have sustained a very coneUhrabloinconvenieDoe in 
the want c^irigates, a class oiAips particiilarly useful at sucha 
time, for .pmposes so obvious to ^he oonrt, that it would be 
supttfiaous to point thetai ont4 

^ Peratirme nlso'to sqr a woid or twoupon die superiority 
of the ennmy in point of numben* I am iGur from eooomafp- 
mg the idea that on no account la an engagement to be risked 
where the enemy is even greatly superior; I know too wiell the 
tfiiSb^ the valour, and bravery of my countrymen, to entertain 
snch ^ni&ou^t; my conduct in commencing the action on 
lUs occasion is a decisive proof of it. But I do dqprecate the 
idea: that, under aH eiicumstanoes, and in all situations, an eto^ 
gi^gement must be ccmtinued as loi^ as it is practicaUe to 
cofitinue it, whatever, may be the opinion of the ofioer otmio 
mandis^ia squadron, that he puts i to haosdi^.by audi con* 
tinuanee, the advantages he had gamed by^ his otigiwl nttaek« 
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The consequence of such an idea being encouraged arid incul- 
catedy mukt, one day, ^ become fatal to many good and galliont 
officers^ a& well as to my country. I coritend that every case 
of an engagement with a superior force, must depend upon its 
own circumstances; and the propriety of entering into or 
renewing it, must depend upon the discretion of the com- 
mander, to be exercised according to the best of his judg- 
ment^ and subject to that responsibility which attaches to all 
persons in situations of command. 

" Ctrcumstanced as I thus was, it appeared to me to be im- 
prftt^icable to have forced the enemy to action, or, if at all with 
such advantage as would have justified the attempt, even if I 
had nothing, to apprehend from any squadron but that which I 
was opposed to, and if the opposing squadron had been thc' 
only o%ject to which, by my orders, my attention had been 
directed ; but when I reflected thut in addition to that squa- 
drd¥i and the Rochefort, which it appears were then actually 
at' sea, thfere were sixteen sail of the line at Ferrol, within a 
few hours sail, who, if not already out, might, on receiving' 
intelligence from the combined squadrons, have come oiit ta 
their asdstdnce ; or, in the event of my not being in a situation 
to> return to Ferrol, the continuance of which blockade was 
csie main objeetrof my instructions, there would be.no force to 
oppose those squadrons, and that they would more than pro- 
bably have pushed for Ireland, or perhaps England, to fkcir^ 
litkte the invasion, which was^ then every moment expected; 
I really felt that I should be running too great a hazard, and 
putting my fleet into a'situation of danger which I could never 
haite 'justified. 

^ I therefore judged it most prudent to keep' my squadron 
togefchdr, and not to attempt to renew the engagement unless 
the enemy offered it, or an opportunity afibrded itself of my 
doing" sounder more favourable circumstaiices than at that 
time presented themselves. 

<^ At the same time conceiving that th&r otgect might be 
to effect a junction with the ships at Ferrol, I determined, if 
possible, to prevent thdr attaining that object, md to keep 
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myself betwe» them and that port^ fUid» if possible, to draw 
than to the oprthward ; that, by «p doing, I mi^ acoompany 
the Windsor Castle and prizes out of the reach of the Rocbe- 
£>it squadron, and afterwards perhi^s haTe an oppoitoiiity 
of re-attacking the enemy before they could reach their omk 
shores; that this was the determination formed atjdietime 
will i^pear from aU my letters, and will be proved by a wit*- 
ness whom I >irill cfdl to this point* 

*' Hajring formed this conclusion, I acted upon it during 
the two days that the enemy remained in dght, keqnng my 
squadron collected under an easy sail, certainly nerer offiu*ing, 
hut as c^tainly never av<»ding, an engagement^ had the 
^enemy chosen to bring it on. On the contrary, it has beeoii 
proved, that upon all occasions where they bore down and 
had the ^pearance of an int^tion to engage us, I immen 
diately hauled my wind for the purpoae of receiving them ; and 
have no doubt but that, had they persevered in what appea»d; 
to have been their intention, though I ^ believe it was only 
done vauntingly, to use the expression of one witness, or, as* 
another has said, only done for the pm^pose of joining their 
ieewardmost ships, and keying their squadron tc^ther, they 
would have met with a premier reception* I^ however,, at any 
iim^ they really entertained any such intention, they very 
socm abandoned it^ for o& all the occasions I have mentioned 
ibey hauled their wind in a very short time after they had 
h^un to bear down* 

" During the whde rf the 23d the en^ny had the wind. 
At the dose of it they were at the distance of more than four 
leagues. I made signal th^t I should steer jiotdi-^east, and 
that every sMp should carry a lights to, prev^it sqpaiati^m 
during tlie night 

<^ At day4^reak in the mornlfi^ of the.i24th the enemy's* fteet 
was west six or seven leagues^ se^i only, from the mast-head. 
It is true^ that durii^ the greatest part of this day. th^ wind 
was in pur favour, but they were light breeues; there was a 
ccmsiderable swell ; their distance from m was consideraUe^and 
I doubt much if I could have, mjade sufficient way tO: have over-' 
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taken tli^m. I did not, therefore^ feel that an opportunity 
sufficiently fe^ourable had offered itself to induce me to vary 
&om the determination I had before formed. About fifty 
mimites after three one of them steered to the south-east^ and ^ 
at six they were entirely out of sight. 

^ During the whole of the 35th I o^itinued my course by 
north, and having accompanied the Windsor CasUe and prizes 
so far to the northward that I thought they might proceed 
with-safety, I parted wkh them, and directed Captain Boyles 
to acquaint the Commander in Chief that I should make the 
best of my way to the rendezvous off Cape Finisterre, in the 
hope of falling in with Lord Ndson, and if I did not find his 
lorddiip there in a short time after my arrival^ I should pro- 
ceed in search <^ the combined squadrons, supposed to be 
gope for Ferrod, and that if any favourable opportunity should 
isSer of attaddng them before they got in, I certainly should 
avail mysdf of it" 

The admiral concluded a very able defence by complaining 
of the disappointment of himself and his brave associates in 
coBse<pience of the treatment they hod received - after their 
victory; and above all he loudly protested against the man- 
ner in which his dispatches had been garbled. 

The foUowing is the sentepce of the Court : 

^' At a court-martial assembled on board His Majesty's 
ship Princeof Wales, in Portsmouth harbciur, on the 2Sd day 
of December, 1805, and' continued by adjournment fi^m day 
to day, until the 26th'day of the same month, 
' '^ Pursuant to an order from the Ri^t Honourable the 
Lords. Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated the 15th day of 
November last past, and directed to the president; setting 
forth that Sir Robert Calder, Bart. Vice- Admiral of the Bliie, 
had, by his letter to their lordship's secretary, dated the ISth 
day of September last, requested, for the reas(ms therein men- 
tioned, that an enquiry may be made into his, the said Vice- 
AdnuraVs, conduct on th^ 23d day of July last, the day after 
the engagement with the combined fleets of France and Spain, 
or upon the v^ole or such part thereof (when in pt'esenee of 
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the enemy) as i^oiild appear for ths good of His Majesty s ser- 
vice and for enabling him to give his reasons publicly for his 
conduct on that occasion. 

<^ And that their lordships thought fit, in compliance with 
the Vice- Admiral's request, and for the reasons mentioned ia 
his said letter, that a court-martial should be assembled for 
the [Hirpose.above mentioned, and also for enquiring into the 
whsAiS of the said Vice- Admiral's conduct and proceedings on 
the said 2Sd day of July, and into his subsequent conduct and 
proceedings, until he finally lost sight of the enemy's ships ; 
and to try him for not having done his utmost to renew the 
said engagement, and to take and destroy every ship of the 
em^Qoy, which it was his duly to engage, the Court proceeded 
to enquire intb the conduct and proceedings of the said Vice- 
Admiral Sur Robert Calder, with His Majesty's squadron 
under his command, on the said 2ad day of July last, and also 
into his subsequent conduct and proceedings, until he finally 
lost sight of the enemy's fleet, and to try him for not having 
done his utmost to renew the said ei^gement, and to take ' 
or destroy every ship pf the enemy, which it was his duty to 
engage; and having heard the evidence produced in support of 
the charge, and by the said Vice^ Admiral Sir Robert Calder, 
Bart., in his defence^ and what he had to allege in support 
thereof and having maturely and deliberately weighed and 
considered the wl^ole, the Court is of opinion^ that the charge 
of bis not having dofie his utmost to renew the said engage- 
ment, and to take or destroy every ship of the enemy,, has 
been proved against the said Vice- Admiral Calder ; that it 
appears that his conduct has not been actuated eitheis by 
.oowai:4ice or disaffection, but has arisen solely firom error in 
judgment, and is highly censurable, and doth adjudge him to 
be severely reprimanded, and the said Vice^ Admiral Sir Ro- 
.bert CaUer is hereby severely reprimanded accordingly. 

" Signed 
" George Montague, President?. 
*« J, HoUaway (Vice- Admiral)^ R.S. Rowley (Vice-Admiral). 
« E. Thornborough (Vice-Ad*). J, Cofiin (Rear-Ad.) . 

VOL. IV. C 
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« J: Sutton (Rear- Ad.). J. BIsset (Captain). 

** R. D. Oliver (Captain). J. Irwin (ditto). 

<^ J. A. Wood (ditto). J. Seater (ditto), 

^ T. B. Capd, the Hon, (ditto). J. Larmour (ditto). 

" M. Greekham, jun. Deputy Judge Advocate of tbe Heet." 

This sentence did not at aH prove popular ; for it was tbe 
first time in the annals of our naval warfare, that a commander 
who had engaged a superior fleet, and taken two of the 
enemy's line of battle ships, without losing a single sail of his"^ 
own, had been " severely reprimanded." Indeed the Admi- 
ralty itself seems to have been of this opinion, for Sir Robert 
was ^oon after nominated Port-Admiral at Portsmouth, and 
until the last period of his existence experienced the greatest 
respect and attention, not only on the part of that board, but 
from persons of all ranks and degrees in life. The hardship of 
his case was also mentioned in parliament by two distinguished 
noblemen, the Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of Romney ; and 
had he not been restored to the service of his country, his dis- 
grace would have reflected discredit on the gratitude and 
justice of the nation. 

Afl:er these remarks on the ofiicial conduct of the subject of 
this memoir, it now only remains to add, that Sir Robert 
Calder died at Holt, near Bishop's Waltham, in the county 
of Hants, the S 1st of August, 1818, in the 74th year of his 
age. He was an excellent ofiicer, well acquainted widi all 
the different branches of his profession, and admirably cal- 
culated, both by nature and education, for the government 
and superintendance of a large fleet. No better sailor ever 
existed in the service, and he was acknowledged to be pard- 
cularly expert at manoeuvres and the regulation of squadrons, 
by means of signals. 

By his will he proved his sincere wish and desire to provide 
every possible comfort for his widow, during the continuance 
or recurrence of her unhappy * malady. The house, and 
grounds appurtenant to it, together with the stock, &c. are 
to be delivered to her ladyship at the end of one year, should 
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«ny &voiirabIe change have taken place ; but if not, a suffi- 
ciency to be retained on the premises, to supply every pos- 
sible want ; and the remainder to be taken away by his nephew 
Sir Henry Roddam Calder, on condition of returning the 
same, in case of Lady Calder's recovery. The whole interest 
of all the property, is also left in trust for her ladyship during 
her natural life; and on her decease, the personality (estimated 
At about 80,00(8.) is to be invested in the purchase of freehold 
estates in England, which are devised to the said Sir Henry 
Roddam Calder, and his heirs male. 
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HARVEY CHRISTIAN COMBE, Esq. 

I^TE ALDEAMANy AND FORMERLY LORD MAYOR, AND ONE OV 
THE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT FOR THE CITY OF LONDON. 

1 HE metropolis of the United Kingdom, if it has not 
actually produced, must be allowed to have selected a long 
series of bold, intrepid, and not unfrequently, enlightened 
senators, to represent it in Parliament, Eminently Icyal itself, 
in the best sense of the word, on every great occasion, it has 
exhibited an ardent love of liberty, superadded to a certain 
tenaciousness, not only of its own privileges^ but those also of 
the community at large. The example was first given during 
the reign of James IL, and still continues to operate with 
efficacy on the whole body of the commonwealth. At the 
Revolution, William III. found a powerful support in the zeal 
and enterprise of the citizens of London ; and no corporation 
in the three kingdoms displayed a greater degree of attach- 
ment at the accession of George I. when the present illustrious 
family was happily seated on the throne of these realms. 
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The peculiar and extraordinary privilege of sending four 
members to parliament, has enabled the livery to nominate a 
long and respectable list, of which it would be in vain to 
look for a parallel in any county, city, or, borough in the 
Empire. It is only necessary, indeed, to recapitulate their 
names^ to obtain a full assent to this proposition. Of Sir 
John Bernard and Sir Stephen Theodore Janson, the one ob- 
tained the spontaneous praise of the first William Pitt (after- 
wards Earl of Chatham), while the other, whose integrity 
became proverbial, was only inferior to the Russells, the 
Sidneys, and the Hampdens of a former day, in consequence 
of the difference of the times in which he lived. Beckford, at 
once a member and Lord Mayor, intrpduced magnificence into 
the city, and was the first who entertained foreign monarchs 
at the Mansion House *, while he occasionally opposed the 
ministers of his own king in the House of Commons. Oliver, 
his successor, followed the same track, and rendered his 
•name celebrated, by vindicating the franchides of the city, in 
the case of the Printers, for which he was sent to the Tower,- 
in conseqiience of having committed- the Seijeant at Arms, 
although provided with the written authority of the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, to the Poultry Compter. The 
more recent names of Townshend^ Sawbridge, and Combe, 
are familiar to us all. Tbey lived in our own times, and 
constantly asserted and practised the ancient, and almost 
obsolete doctrine, that the representative is strictly bound by 
the instructions of his constituents^ 

Harvey Christian Combe, whose talenti^ and uniform inte-^ 
grity rendered him worthy of being associated with his pre- 
decessors, was born in the county of Hants, in the year 1752.. 
He was the eldest son of an eminent attorney at Andover, on- 
whose death, a landed estate of 5001. a year devolved to him,, 
and he might have succeeded to a practice still more profit- 
able, had he been inclined to follow the profession of his 
&ther. But the law appears to have been uninviting, and 

* The King of Deomark was astootsbed at his superb rtceptlon by his lordship. 

cs 
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almost odious to the whole family ; for, while his two youc^er 
brothers eagerly rushed into the army, he himseli^ after 
attaming a good provincial education resolved to dedicate 
his life to commerce. 

But as tlie country did not afford a sufficient scope for his 
ambition, young Combe repaired to the capital, and entered 
into the corn trade. The house of his maternal uncle, th^ 
lateBoyce Trees, who was then a very eminent factor, al]R)rded 
him ample opportunities for learning all the arcana of thi» 
very important and profitable branch. While in the office of 
his relation, he addicted himself to business with an uncommoQ 
degree of assiduity, and his new home and manner of life, per-* 
haps, were still more endeared to him by the charms of his lovely 
cousin, Catharine. Their affections proving mutual, a marriage 
in due time ensued ; and on the death of the gentleman who 
united in his own person the character of both uncle and father-: 
in-law, Mr. Combe succeeded to the business. There is a cer^ 
tain tax:t in the city by which rising men appear to be known to 
each other, so that their future fortunes are prognosticated with 
a degree of certainty that may seem singular and extraordinary 
to the uninitiated. Accordingly, an attorney of great acutenesSy ^ 
(Mr. Rudd) although he had only seen the subject of ttis 
memoir occasionally at a whist club, after enquiring into his 
character and connexions, hailed him, while yet a very young 
man, as the future representative and lord mayor of the me- 
tropolis. A distinguished member of the corporation *, who 

* M f . Alderman Sawbridge. Of |hi8 gentleman the following brief aecouot b 
taken from a tract now become very scarce : 

**" He was descended from one of the most honoarable and ancient families in Kent]^ 
whose ancestors frequently represented that county iu Parliament. He inherited a good 
fortune, and very early in life captivated a lady with a fortune of I00,000l. This lady 
iL}fA in less than a twelvemonth, and rewarded the kindness of Mr. Sawbridge with the 
whole of her fortune. , 

<* Mr. Wilkes introduced this gentleman into the practice of politics, and, in the 
theory; he had made a very rapid ptpgress under the auspices of (his sister) Mrs» 
Macaulay. 

« He was sheriff in 1768, in conjunction with the late James Townshend, Esq.* 

« In defiance of a threat of a bill of pains and penalties, held out 1^ Governn^ent, her 
persevered in his duty, and returned Mr. Wilkes to Parliament five successive times, net- 
withstanding a resolution of the House of Commons, since declared illegal. 

^* A schoolboy friendsliip introduced him to the notice of Lord Chstham, thioegh 
whom he was brought into ParliameDt^ and this mutual friendship lefiected Iwoottr <m 
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^ad occupied both situ^ions with no common degree of credit, 
contributed to verify this prediction. It was h,e who first 
introduced the subject of this memoir to that great municipal 
body, to whose ch^gc is entrusted the care of the rights 
and the franchises of the city; and it was he too, who by 
his influence and advice, and it may be added his patronage, 
paved the way for the respectable station of an alderman. 
This event afterwards conducted the fortunate candidate 
to all the remaining honours of the metropolis, such as 
the shrievalty, the pretorian chair, and the still greater, be- 
cause more permanent distinction, of one of the represent- 
^ves. 

Meanwhile Mn Combe aspired to greater distinction in the 
commercial as well as in the political world. On looking around 
him, he beheld not only the superior but the most opulent classes 
engaged in trade to consist chiefly of brewers. The Ladd's had 
become baronets. The descendants of the Thrales had formed 
sa alliance with one of the most ancient of the Scottish nobility ; 
while the Whitbreads, after purchasing landed estates,^ to an 
immense amount, in the county of Bedford, now shone in the 
British, jsenate with unrivalled splendour ; and, in the p^son 
of the son of the founder of that house, seemed to eclipse the 
aristocracy both in magnificence and in talents. 

It is not a little remarkable, that all these great capitalists 
both rose and flourished in the borough of Southwark ; and 
this too within a few hundred yards of each other. Mr; 
Comb^ who deemed it no great transition to convert his 



eich. The Peer aided by his influence one who wanted his |)atronage, and the party^ 
oUiged repaid it by proper but independent exertions of gratitude and genius. 

" He (Mr. Alderman Sawbridge) was the constant and unshaken advocate of parlia- 
mentary reform, and the sworn enemy to corruption ; a man of talents^ a man of edu- 
cation, and an us^l speaker. 

' *< He was an alderman of the ward of Langboume^ by which he was much esteemed, 
was never in anyplace, was steady in hh principles, inviolable in his friendship, and con- 
sistent in his politics ; he was a staunch Whig. 

'* In private Ufe he was benevolent, hospitable, and sincere. He possessed allthe 
nttnners and accomplishments of the gentleman and the man of fashiop. Mr. Sawbridge- 
died in 1794." 

c 4« 
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barley into maUj at length determined to establish a greal 
brewery in the neighbourhdod of Bedford Square, as thid ne^ 
portion of the metropolis possessed the desirable advantages of 
a central situation and an increasing neighbourhood. Having 
selected two opulent friends as partners *, a capital was speedily 
collected out of their joint wealth ; and the projector lived to 
behold this new house, trading under the firm of Gifford 
and Co. f , become the fourth or fifth, in point of importance, 
in the metropolis, j: 

Soon after this, he was elected an alderman of the city of 
London, and conducted himself on all occasions, not only like 
an upright magistrate, but with a degree of urbanity, attention, 
and discernment, that speedily ensured a large poition of the 
public applause: while sheriff, too, he gave general satis-^ 
faction. 

On the death of his friend Mr. S^wbridge, in 1795, the 
alderman was encouraged to offer himself as his successor; but 
on this occasion, he was opposed by Mr. Lushington, then a 
very eminent iherchant of the city of London, who united in 



* These were Mr. Dclalield, his brother-in-law, who bad been with Mr. Whitbreaid» 
and Mr. George Shum. The busing first commenced nnder the firm of Shum, 
Combe, and Delafield ^ but having purchased the extensive premises of GifTord and Co.» 
they afterwards traded under that name. ^ 

i* It lias been customary ever since the accession of the House of Hanover^ for the 
great brewers of London to receive and entertain the royal fiunily in their respectbe ma- 
nufactories. If we mistake not greatly, our Henry V., when contending for the crown 
of France, was feasted, ui a most boiipiiable and sumptuous manner by a wealthy brewer 
of Antwerp. 

George I. and II. honoured the Gascoynes with their presence. His present Majesty 
Geoi^ III. condescended to visit the premises of the first Whitbread, (father to the 
late celebrated M. P. for Bedford,) on which occasion all the men were clothed in a 
complete uniform dress, whileithe horses were decorated with new harness. 

In order to revive this ancient custom, which had become nearly obsolete during a 
long reign, Mr. Alderman Combe, some years since, gave an entertainment to the 
Duke and Duchess of York and the Duke of Cambridge. On this occasion, the stoker^ 
dressed in a clean white cap and jacket, broiled rump steaks, more majorum, on his 
polished iron shovel, and served them up hoi and hot to his royal guests on pewtet 
trenchers ; while the table, placed in the centre of the brew-house, was. very appro- 
priately covered with hop-sacks, and the company regaled with broum siout, handed round 
in wooden ^ugs ! 

J, In 1804, the maximum produce of the first strong-beer brewer in the metro^tolis, 
according to the excise returO} was 159|50O gallons. Mr. Combe's establishment ]^d 
the duty on 87,700 gallons. 
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liis own person both the Sast aad West India iiiCerest. The 
election commenced on the Sd of March, and closed two days 
i^r, in consequence of Mr. Combe's wisely declining to pro-' 



But although balked on this occasion, his disappointment 
proved but of short duration ; for we soon after find the sub- 
ject of this memoir returned one of the city representatiyes ; 
and such was his increasing popularity, that at the general 
election in 1802, when there were no fewer than seven candi- 
dates, he was manifestly the favourite^ for his name was placed 
at the head of the polL 

It is not to be concealed, however, that during the late war. 
when party-animosities ran high, Mr. Alderman Combe was 
both opposed and hated by a very formidable junto in the dty 
of London. It is no less true, however, that he defeated thdr 
plans for his abasement and finally triumphed over all his 
enemies. Having been nominated Captain-Commandant of 
the Aldgate Volunteers, it was hoped that no commission 
would be issued to him by the crown; but His Majest3r's 
Ministers were far more liberal than many of their supporters, 
and accordingly, in due time, he became first a major, and then 
lieutenant-colonel. On this, as on every other occasion, he 
displayed a manly spirit ; for he disdained to exercise his an* 
thority over others without being sufficiently apprised of his 
own duty. Accordingly, before he presumed to give the word 
of command, the alderman submitted to the drill; and after 
being some time under the hands of the seijeant and the 
adjutant, repaired to head quarters, with the character of an 
excellent officer. 

* The numbers were as follows, at the close of the poll : 

^ For WiHiam Lnshington, Esq. . . . 2334 
— Harvey Christian Combe, Esq, . . . 15«0 
In the course of the next year, the Alderman proved more fortunate, having polled 
3865, and being the third candidate in point of numbers. 

In 1803, he was at the head of the poll, having • 3377 votes. 

In 1 806, he was again placed first, having .... 2394 ditto. 
In 18079 he stood fourth in order, with .... 3563 ditto, 

in isijl, he.wasoncemorefiiBt, bavjog .... 5125 ditto. 
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In 1800, Mn Combe, who, in the mean tune, had distin^ 
guished hhnself greatly by his public spirit during his 
Bbrievalty, was at length exalted, after a variety of difficulties^ 
to serve the office of lord mayor. The livery are accustomed 
to select and return certain candidates ; but the nomination of 
any one of these individuals, is expressly vested in the Court of 
Aldermen. It is usual, however, on this occasion, to choose 
the senior magistrates in rotation ; but in 1 799, a junior one 
was actually nominated, expressly on purpose^ to mortify him, 
and obstruct his preferment. Effectual means, however, were 
adopted in the course of the preceding year to defeat this 
vumoeuore, which was at length fully accomplished by the inter- 
vention of the late Mr. Alderman Skinner. Accordingly, Mr. 
Combe was put in nomination with that respectable magistrate^ 
who was his senior in the corporation, and had consequently 
been invested with the civic honours many years before this 
period* As was expected by all parties, Mr. Skinner declined ; 
and at the same time paid the highest compliment to the 
talents and integrity of the other candidate, who stood by him 
on the hustings. This measure proved effectual ; for, as he 
oould not be forced to serve the office a second time, nothing 
now remained for the opponents of the subject of this memoir 
but acquiescence. 

During his mayoralty Mr. Combe conducted himself in such 
a maimer as to excite the applause both of friends and ene* 
inies. He was requested by some of his constituents, on one 
trying occasion, to call out the military ; but my lord mayor 
disclaimed that course, and proved in the case of a mob, who 
had assembled at the Corn-market, that our ancient laws were 
still effectual, and that the constable's staff was more consti- 
tutional, as well^as mpre efficacious, than the bayonet. 

In respect to his parliamentary conduct, Mr. Alderman 
Combe appears to have acted generally with the Whigs. Ac- 
cordingly, during the first war ^th France, in conjunction 
with Mr. Fox and many others, he not only disapproved of 
the motives in which the contest had origmated^ but also ia 
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the manner in which it was prosecuted. It will naturally bg 
concluded that he opposed the administration -of the late Mr* 
Pitt with a considerable degree of zeal and uniformity. But 
let it be recollected^ that on the occasion alluded to^ he but 
obeyed the instructions of his constituents, either expressed 
or implied ; for the livery of London have always exhibited a 
marked antipathy to continental connections. 

In fine, we no sooner find the alderman fairly seated in 
parhament, than he took an active part in the debate that 
ensued in cQn3equence of a motion of Mr. Fox *, against the 
premier of that day, for presuming to meddle with the public 
purse, in express opposition to the rights and privileges of the 
iHouse of Commons. Mr. Combe, in obedience to' the voice 
of the livery, assembled that day in common-hall, who had 
enjoined him to vote a censure on Hfs Majesty's Ministers, for 
lavishing the public treasure without the consent of Parlia- 
ment, not 'bnly supported, but also seconded the motion. 
The member for London commenced a maiden speech of 
some length, by expressing his pleasure, in obeying the voice 
of his ccmstituents, as expressed that very forenoon, at a 
numerous and respectable meeting. They had almost unani- 
mously disapproved of the conduct of His Majesty's Ministers 
on the present occasion ; and it was with peculiar satisfaction 
he now obeyed their commands, his duties as a representative 
being In strict unison with his own opinions. " After what 
had been advanced by his Right Hon. friend (Mr. Fox), he 
would not say a word upon the subject in a constitutional 
point of view. As the representative of the first commercial 
city in the world, he was well acquainted with the mischief 
produced by the money sent to the Emperor. The discount- 
ing of the bills drawn for the purpose of remitting money to 

' * '* That His Majesty's Ministers haviog authorised and directed, at differeot times, 
without the consent, and during the sitting of ParliameRt, the issue of various sums of 
jr.oncy for the service of his Imperial Majesty, and also for the service of the anny under 
^hePrince of Cond^, have acted contrary to their duty, and lo the trtist reposed in them, 
ahd hav9 thereby violated the ooostittttional privileges of this House.** 
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the Imperial troops had swallowed up so mudi of the wealth 
of the Bank, as to compel that great body to narrow their 
discounts; and the British merchants were made to suffer ^ 
that the German troops might be supplied. The remittances 
to the allied armies on the continent had, in &ct, be^ a great 
cause of the alarming scarcity of money last year, and of most 
of the embarrassments which had been experienced in the 
commercial world." 

He next adverted ^^ to the professions which had been so 
recently made by members of Parliament, of love and respect 
for the constitution, and of regard and deference for the sen- 
timents of their constituents, which he hoped had not already 
evaporated ; on the contrary, he trusted that gentlemen would^ 
on the present evening, give a proof of the contrary. He 
professed to be attached personally to no man, nor to have 
any prejudice against any of the members of administration. 
He voted with Mr. Fox, as a friend to human happiness^ 
which was best secured by political liberty ; and this evening 
he came down, to use the phrase of the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, impregnated with the sense of his constituents, which 
was this day so fairly and decidedly given by the Common- 
hall." 

On the 19th of May, 1W7, the alderman' was pitched iq)on 
by Opposition, once more to instigate the immediate removal 
of the servants of the crown. Accordingly, having noticed 
all the principal events of the war, and dwelt on the most 
disastrous epochs of the history of that period, Mr. Combe 
contrasted the promis^g of the Cabinet with. their actual con^ 
duct, and msisted on the consequent disappointment of the 
public. He concluded a harangue, which was listened to 
with great attention by both sides of the house, with the fol- 
lowing motion : ^^ That an humble address be presented to 
His Majesty, beseeching him to dismiss from his presence and 
councils his pre&iisnt ministers, as the most likely means to obtain 
a speedy and permanent peace.'' Sir William Milner, B^., 
one of the representatives for the city of York, seconded the 
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«QK>ti<Hi» whidi was lost, however, on a divition, by a mqority 
of 188. 

We find the member for London, who appears to have been 
the only one of the four who would* pledge himself explicitly 
to obey the instructions of his constituents, soon after sup- 
porting Mr. now Lord Grey, in his celebrated motion for a 
reform in Parliament. Here again, a &ilure in point of num- 
bers, rather than of arguments, ensued, and that measure 
has never since been carried into effect: nor is it now, we 
believe, aa object of particular desire on the part of the 
nobleman then so eager for its success. 

In 1800, being then invested with the city regfUia, the 
subject of the present memoir introduced a petition from 
^< His Mqest/s most loyal and dutifid subjects, the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and livery of the city of Londbn, assembled 
at the Guildhall of the said city, against the continuance of the 
present war.'' Instead of being supported by his colleagues oa 
this occasion, the application was ridiculed by some, and dis- 
avowed by others, as not expressing the sentiments of their 
constituents at large. 

In 1803, he opposed the principle of the income tax as 
odious, vexatious, and unequal, n Here again he obeyed the 
iDJunctions of the livery ; and yet two of his colleagues Voted in 
fiivour of the new impost, in direct opposition to the, orders 
received by them in the Common-hall. 

But Mr; Alderman Combe, although frequently, was not 
uniformly in opposition to all the measures of the cabinet, of 
that day. On the contrary, at a time of great difficulty and 
danger, he warmly supported the *^ General Defence Act,'' 
. and boldly declared, that not only those actually under arms, 
^M)ut every man in the kingdom ought to go forth, in hostile 
array, against the enemies of their country, when called upon by 
the exercise of His Majesty's acknowledged prerogative. There 
could be no exemption but on the ground of express in- 
ability. The citizens of the metropolis," added he, "are 
not only ready, but anxious to lear^n, how they can come 
forward with most effect. If there were any apprehension, H 
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could arise only from the probability of embarrassment^ b^ 
the crowds that would rush forth to accomplish a sacred duty, 
fn fine, in every ward, parish, and street' of London, the? 
people are only waiting with impatience until His Majesty 
«hall be pleased to point out the means of organizing their 
courage.*^ 

- On another occasion (March 19. 1804) Mr. Alderman 
' C!ombe stated^ "that the volunteer force, furnished in and abdtit 
the metropolis, then amounted to about 2000 men. There 
was not a single "^individual of these, who, in case of an inva- 
sion, did not consider himself liable to be placed under th^ 
command of a general officer, and marched to«>any part of the 
kingdom* No one could presume to doubt of the well-known 
loyalty and zeal of the city of London, because, being expressly 
i^emptby their charter from those military duties to which the 
ireet of Ikigland is liable, they had no manner of occasion to 
seek for 'refuge from the ballot. It was accordingly evident, 
that the offer of their services, their zeal, and their energyj 
could alone originate in a pure and patriotic spirit" 

When Mr. Pitt came a second time into place, Mr. Combe 
divided against his " Additional Force bill," and founded his- - 
objections both on constitutional and political grounds. Iii 
liie Spring of 1805 he joined Mr. Grey, in his motion for 
papers, with a view to censure Ministers relative to their con- 
duct towards Spain. He also supported Mr. Brand in his 
motion for the removal of the Cabinet, and voted with Mr. 
Grey (then become Lord Howick), against the address to the 
Crown. 

There were two occasions, and we believ# two only, about 
this period, on which Mr. Combe happened not to vote in a 
minority ; (m the former of these, he acted In direct imison 
with all the other city representatives, who declared themselves - 
decidedly of opinion, that the supposed malversation of Mr. 
Sundas (afterwards Lord Melville), while treasurer of th6 
navy, demanded immediate investigation; and they accord- 
ingly contributed to form the celebrated majority of one. The 
oth^ included a subject of much personal delicacy, and te 
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auist have made a great sacrifice to his private feelings, by hia 
TOte on that day. We now allude to the parliamentary 
accusation again his Royal Highness the 'Duke of York, 
during the first time he acted as commander-in*chie& On 
this occasion, notwithstanding a certain degree of* inter- 
course, and even intimacy, with this Prince of the Blood, yet 
Mr. Combe, listening to the voice of his constituents only, 
joined in the proposition for an enquiry, and was the only one 
of the four members who obtained the thanks of the Com« 
ihon-hall upon that occasion. 

It now remains to mention one peculiarity respecting the 
subject of this memoir. After the deatli of his friend Mr« 
Sawbridge, he b^an to be considered the best whist player in 
London. Having at length been admitted a member of 
Brookes^ he there^ of course, associated with some oS the first 
personages in the kingdom, and was not unfirequently accuse 
tomed, at other times and places, to try his skill with one of 
the Royal Dukes. On these occasions, the Alderman is allowed 
to have displayed a wonderful degree of recoUeoticHi and $d£* 
command ; and this was not a little aided by his temperance^ 
and even absten^iousness, previously to any grand match. We 
have yet to learn that he ever suffered this attachment t» 
kiterfere with his duties, either public or domestic; and theie 
is reason to suppose, that on the whole, his fortune did not 
aufier any diminution by an occasional love of play. It 
may be questioned, however, whether late hours, and Ipng 
and intense applicaticm, did not prove prejudicial to his 
Jiealth* The truth is, that he was seized with a paralytic 
a&ction, exactly in the same manner, and perhaps from ex- 
pressly the same cause, as the late Alderma2i Sawbridge; andf 
like him, experienced a long and lingering illness for some 
years before his death. But although his lower limbs were 
debilitated, yet the vigour of his mind remained almost wholly 
unimpaired until the summer of 1.81 7$ when he was greatly 
affected by an event of a public nature. This was the resolu- 
tion of a Common Hall, which was very thinly attendee), pur«v 
portiAg that this member should be invited to resign his seat in 
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parliament, as he was no longer capable of fulfilling its duties* 
Like Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Combe undoubtedly wished " to die in 
harness." Accordingly,, his health was visibly afG?cted,by this 
measure ; and his enfeebled constitution proved unable to sur- 
mount the shock of what he deemed not only an injury, but an 
insult, to a man who expected a far di£Perent return for his long 
and &ithful services. On this occasion, he not only complied^ 
3S to his share in the representation ^, but at the sa^ie time 
actually resigned all his civic honours. 

The subject of this memoir did not long survive this morti- 
fication, having died at Cobham Park, on the 4th July, 1818, 
in the sixty-seventh year of his age. In private life, Mr* 
Combe was a good husband, and the fond father of a very nu- 
merous family often children, chiefly consisting of daughters. 
To his eldest son he gave sm excellent education at Eton, 
after which he placed him. in his brewery, with a view o^ 
giving stability to his early habits, and instead of pursuing 
folly and frivolity, making him a man of business, an useful 
citizen, a good subject, and an opulent and independent com- 
mercial man. 

In his attention to the duties of the magistracy, the Alderman 
wajB impartial and upright. His attendance, too, was constant* 
and unremitting, while health. would permit, being always 
ready to sacrifice his time, and even his pleasures, to the per- 
formance of his duties. 

In respect to political opinions, he not unfrequently differed 
from the principal merchants of London, both as to the justice 
and mode of prosecilting the late war; but his principles were 
marked by decision and consistency, and he was gratified with 
the full and frequent approbation of his constituents, who took 
ev^ry opportunity of evincing their respect, gratitude, and 
esteem. 

In his temper, he was ardent ; in his practice, resolute; in 
his manners, frank, open, and courteous. His constitutioa 

* His resignation took place June lOth, 1817 ; and at the election for a new mera* 
ber. The Rt. Hon, The Lord Mayor (Mr. Alderman Wo«d) was letunied without 
opfMitition. 
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too, which for a long series of years was robust, enabled him 
to undergo &tigaes which few other men were capable of 
enduring. With these qualities he united a vigorous under- 
standing and a correct judgment; and it was happily observed 
of him, <' that no man had more personal friends, or deserved 
them better/' 

The success of this gentleman in life was great and extraor- 
dinary; for, in the language of the city, he died worth **sl 
double plumb." He seemed to flourish, indeed, while all 
around him was bankruptcy and ruin. Mr. Boyce Combe, 
his eldest son, who was nominated sole executor, on proving 
his will, stated his personal effects at 140,000/.; and having 
real estates to the amount of at least 60,000A more, he has 
thus left to his family the immense sum of at least 200,000/./ 
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No. IIL 
Sir RICHARD MUSGRAVE, Bart. 

OF TURIKy m THE COUNTT Ot W£XtOllI>; M. P. IN TUt LATE 
IRISH PARLIAMENT. 

1 Hs fkmQy, of ivhich this gentlanan was a younger bcanch, 
is supposed to have come over from ttie continent with Wil- 
^am £he Conqueror, and to have settled at Musgrave in West- 
moreland, whence ^they derive their appellation,* Buty 
although the Musgraves are of English, or rather Norman 
descent, a branch of them has be^ long settled in the sister 
island, where they obtained very considerable possessions. 

Of diese, Richard Musgrave, the subject of the present me- 
moir, has made a considerable figure in the history of Ireland. 
The exact year of his birth is unknown to the writer of this nan- 
rative^ but it was, most probably, about J 757 or 1758. After 
Teceiving a good education, he entered early into the world, 
«nd was speedily enabled to gratify his'youthiul ambition, by 
means of an alliance that pointed out the path bc^h to honour 
and fortune. Having paid his addresses to the Honourable 
Deborah Cavendish f the daughter of a great heiress, de- 
scended paternally from the ** Lord President Bradshaw,'' as 
he is usually called, who presided over the tribunal that pre- 
sumed to dedde on the fate of Charles I., he became the hus- 
band of that lady, December 20, 1780. She was a younger 
daughter of the late Sarah, Baroness Waterpark in her own 
right, by the Right Honourable Sir Henry Cavendish, of 
Doveridge Hall in the county of Derby, Bart., who, for many 

* Tlie first of this name noticed in ancMot records, was Peter Musgrave, who lived 
daring the reign of King Stephen. The present English baronet^ is the eighteenth or 
nineteenth in descent firom this common ancestor. 

f This lady was then Miss Deborah Cavendish, her mother not having b^n ennobUd 
until many years after. Ed, 
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years, held the lucrative and important office of Receiver 
Oeneral in Ireland. 

Mr. Musgrave now became a Member of the Irish Parlia- 
ii(ient and was strenuous in his support of government This 
seat, however, was soon resigned for an acquisition of a more 
permanent and advantageous nature, as, soon after this alliance 
he was nominated Collector of the Dublin City Excise^ and 
created a Baronet December 2, 1782, by the style and title 
of l^r Richard Musgrave^ of Lismore in the county of Wex- 
ford, and province of Leinster. 

One event of his life is very extraordinary, and appears 
almost incredible to an Englishman. When actmg as sheriff 
of his county, during a very disturbed period, a prisoner^ 
r^^ularly convicted by a jmy, was coromittied to his charge fiat 
execution; but the hangman was not to be found, andno deputy 
could ,be persuaded to execute the odious office. In this state 
of affiiirs, as the sheriffs department was merely ministerial, 
and he was consequently obliged to obey the orders of the 
Judges, after making every effi>rt in his power to find a substi- 
tute^ and ofiering a large sum of money, by way of reoompence^ 
in vain, the sulgect of this memoir was reduced to the fatal 
necessi^ of completing the sentence of the law, in ptvpria 

That he was a man unquestionably Uyal, cannot be doubted ; 
and, therefore^ it is almost unnecessary to remark that the 
baronet was an uniform friend to and a most strenuous advocate 
for the preponderance of English councils and interests in Ire^ 
land. With an exertion to the short administration of Earl 
Fitzwilliam, and perhaps also that of the Duke of Bedford, he 
was a most zealous supporter of the existing government, and 
even on these occasions he exhibited his political discernment, 
as these noblemen exerdsed the vice-regal power but for a 
very short period. 

It 16 not without pain we recur to those unhappy times in 
the history of Ireland, when a large portion of her population 
'WtMs actually in rebellion, and a civil war ensued, during which 
many horrible and disgusting atrocities were perpetrated. 

D 2 
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Soon after this insurrection was queUed, Sir Richard, who bad 
remained firm to his principles and his duty, speedily distin- 
guished his loyalty by a work expressly written on this 
sutgect. 

So eager was the public to gratify its curiosity on this oc- 
casion, that the whole quarto edition, consisting of 1250 copies, 
was sold within the space of two months; another soon fol- 
lowed, and was exhausted, so that a third became neces- 
•sary. To adopt the author's own words, ^^ some obloquy and 
abuse have been levelled against this work," but diese were 
attributed, in his ^^ Justification," to ^^ the malice of the Jaco- 
bins of England and Ireland." The " Papists" too, were not 
forgotten ; and so very hostile to this sect was he, on this oc- 
casion, that he professes it to be his decided opinion, that two 
religions cannot exist at the same time in his native island, as in 
Germany. In respect to the latter country, he -obsferves, 
^^ They are all originally of the same stock or lineage^ and 
•the religious liberty of ^each is guaranteed by the treaty of 
Munster.; «o that the intolerant or ambitious designs of either 
against the other, is completely repressed; but in Ireland, the 
hope of recovering the forfeited estates, and of separating her 
from England, constantly fomented by bigotry, keeps alive 
their hereditary hatred to the latter, and of course to the mem- 
bers of the established church from their noted loyalty, and 
^attachment to the sister kingdom, and gives full play to the 
deleterious doctrines of popery, which the Irish priests never 
cease to foment. In short," adds he, ^^ for these reasons, no 
patallel can be drawn between the popery of Ireland, and that 
of any other country in Europe." 

Sir Richard, doubtless, gave great ofiaice^ both in England 
and Ireland, by his " Observations on Whipping and Free 
Quarters," in which he was supposed, not only to apologise 
for, but even to justify the application of torture by way of 
obtaining evidence. In short, his conduct on this particular 
occasion, was far from proving conciliatory, and accordingly 
he neither satisfied his friends nor his enemies. Indeed, the 
Irish Government, at length, deemed it necessary to disavow 
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all connection widi- the author; and publicly disclaimed^ 
tbe idea of affi>rding him either patronage or protecticm in 
future; 

As the former work, to which we i^in recur, is not only con*- 
nected with the history of his native country, but constitutes a 
leading feature in- the biography of our author, an anafysis . 
may not, perhaps, be here improperly annexed. 

^^ Memoirs of the different rebellions in Ireland, from the ^ 
arrival of the English : also a particular detail of that which 
broke out the 23d of May, 1 798 ; with the history of the con- 
spiracy diat preceded it, and the characters of the prindpai 
actors in it. To this edition is added a concise history of the 
Reffyrmation in Ireland ; and considerations on the means of 
extending its advantages therein. Second Edition, Dublin^ 
1801. pp. 636. with Appendixes.*^ 

We are told in a prefatory discourse, that instead of the ^ 
Guistian religion being introduced into Ireland by Roman 
missionaries in the beginning of the fifth century, it was esta- 
blished there by certain disciples of the Greek church. The 
Irish clergy, indeed, had no. connection with, and did not. sub- 
init.to the jurisdiction of the Roman pontiff untU the .year 
1152, when Pope Eugenius sent, by Cardinal Paparon, four 
palls to the archbishop& of Armagh, Dublin, Cashel, and 
Tuam : when the Romish ritual was substituted in the place 
of the Greek, which had been previously used in the Irish 
(^urch ; an undoubted proof that it was independent of the 
Pope until that memorable epoch. 

" Our excellent primate Usher," adds he, " proves this in 
a most unquestionable manner, in a learned treatise on tbe 
religion of the ancient Irish, well worth the perusal of the na- 
tives of Ireland. As to celibacy, we know from Ware, that 
the four archbishops of Armagh, who preceded Celsus, and 
Cels OS himself, who died 1129, were married; and not until 
^po^ry was established at Cashel in 1172, was marriage 
interdicted. 

** In the end of the twelfth,, and the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century, a seaspn of midnight ignorance in Europe, the 
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Boihan poDd£^ who was regarded with superstitious reverence 
daimed, aad gradually acquired, a superiority^ xyot only of 
spiritual, but of temporal power, over all the potentates of Cu- 
Tc^pe, who considered his sanction as necessary to escpiate the 
guilt of any crime, how heinous soever, or to promote the sue* 
cess of any adventure. For this reason, Henry II. solicited Pope 
Adrian for a bull to give him the investiture of Ireland, and 
in consideration of it, agreed to grant him a tax of one penny 
on each house in it, called Peter Pence. Adrian, in his buUf 
empowered Henry II. " to propagate in Ireland the righteous 
plantation of faith, and the branch most acceptable to God;'' 
which meant no more, than that he should subject this kingr 
dom to the dominion of the Pc^, which, it is remarkable, 
was the last country in Europe that submitted to the amUtious 
and rapacious designs of his Holiness. 

^* At this day, the lUxnan Catholics deprecate the graUt of 
Ireland to a foreign, and not a native prince. M^Gec^h^pui, 
although a Roman Catholic, in his history exclaims against 
the transaction as a violation of the r^ts of nations, and the 
most sacred laws, under the specious pretexts of religion and 
the reformation of manners ; and he boldly adds, ^* could one 
suspect the Vicar of Christ of such gross injustice? Could cfne 
bdieve him capable of issuing a bull, by which an entire nation 
was overturned ?* 

On this occasion, Sir Richard Musgrave observes^ <^ if the 
aboriginal Irish lament the settlement of the En^^ish in Ireland, 
all its loyal inhabitants have to deplore that they introduced 
popery into it, as it has been a constant source of disaffection, 
and has produced insuperable calamities in it It Is not the 
object nor the wish of the writer of the following pages," adds 
he^ '* to disparage Ireland, or its inhabitants, the former in 
point of soil and climate, the latter, in their intellectual and 
corporeal powers, being deservedly esteemed among the finest 
works of the creation ; but to evince the truth of that mejpiq, 
that an tmperium in imperio^ or two separate sovereign poweks, 
civil and ecclesiastical, c^rnot coexist in the same state withoikt 
perpetual cdUisioii, produdng distord and rebellira; and that 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 

\ 

/ 
\ 



fiUt ttlCHASD BfUSORAVm, BAET. 39* 

the ody remBdy finr the calamities attendant on sucb a itate ia 
^ther the extinction of one power^ or the milder procedure 
of iTOorporating with the other. The latter mode has been 
adopted in Ireland: abstract reason mast approve^ and expe- 
rience wUI demonstrate the measore to be fiwnded in the 
Imest wisdom.^ 

Sir Richard describes die peofde of Ireland as in a most 
deplorable state on the arrival of the English. Their num- 
bers, indeed, according to Sir William Petty, did not exceed 
800,000 sonls, cUspersed orer more than, twelve millions of 
acres. The country was overrun with forests^ or infested with 
bogs ; while in all the arts of civilised li&^ the natives were 
but little superior to the Indians oi North America*. Thdr 
SreHon laws were calculated to make them savage^ and to keep^ 
them 80^ as ikey rendered the enjoymait of life and property 
insecure. Th^ kings, or princes, too^ did not succeed each 
other by hereditary descent,, or any fixed principles, but by 
force of arms. 

Oar Irish baronet,, from these omsiderations,^ seenis to think 
lliat ^ it was a peculiar favour from Heaven to send a civilised 
people among tliem, nor did the wiser part,** adds he, ^ seemt 
insensiUe to it; for Matth. Paris tells us Aat, at a councH 
at Lismore^ they gratefully received the laws of En^and, and 
swore to obey them, which included their allegiance to the 
&own of England.'* But he himself is obliged to add, that 
** as soon as Henry II. returned, they rgected the laws, vio- 
lated their allegiance,, and ran inta rebellion : which excluded 
them from the benefit of them.'* 

By way of impressing a horror of the Church of Rome on 
lus countrymen, the author now enters into an historical de- 
tafl 4^ its abases. As the popes found themselves unable to 
nudntun their immense power, great wealth, and extendve 
territories ; the moment that reason had reassumed her empire 
Aey resolved, we are told, to erect a system of terror in the 
bosom of every states by a device, the ingenuity of which could 
be equalled by nothing but its moiistrous iniquity. Accord- 
ii^ly. Pope fonpcent III., in 1215, procured certain ordi- 
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nances, to be agreed to by die fourth council of Jjt^tetvai^ 
purporting: 

1. That heretics of ev^y kmd, against the true orthodox 
&ith shall be condemned, and on not proving their innocaice^ 
shall be excommunicated, and their effects confiscated. 
* 2. All secular powers shall be compelled by ecclesiastical 
censures, to take an oath to extirpate, within their respective 
territories, such of their subjects as shall be condemned as he- 
retics by the Church ; but if any prince shall refuse let him 
be excommunicated, and on omitting to make satis&ction ia 
one year, let it be notified to the sovereign pontiff, that he 
may absolve his subjects from their oaths (^ all^iaoce, and 
tran^r his territories to any other catholic prince* 

S. All catholics, who shall take up arms for the purpose of 
extirpating such heretics, ^hall enjoy the same indulgence, and 
Ae like holy privileges, with those who visited the Holy 
Land* 

Afl;er a suitable comment on other doctrines. Sir Richard 
proceeds to exhibit the origin of the papal uiiurpation. For a 
long time, the "Bishops of Rome,** continued to be elected 
by the people and the clergy ; and when so chosen, were con- 
secrated by some other prelates, but not until they had first 
obtained the express confirmation of the Emperor. But at 
l^gth, on the extinction of the race of Charl^nagn^ 
Adrian III. made a decree, declaring this to be unnecessary. 
In the fifth century, equal honours were decreed to theBish(^s 
of Rome and Constantinople. The seat of the Western ^npire 
having been transferred to Ravenna about the year S90, this 
capital disputed the primacy of Italy, with Rome. 

At length, that arrogant pontiff Gregory VII., raised to the 
popedom in the year 1073, not only claimed, but exercised 
the right of excommunicating and deposing sovereigns, by 
invoking their subjects to take arms against them. His ambi- 
tious e£brts occasioned the factions of the Gudlphs and Gibbe- 
Unes, in Germany and Italy, which produced numberless 
assassinations, tumults, and convulsions, and no less than 
sixty pitched battles in the rdgn of Henry IV., and eighteen 
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in that of his suooessor Henry V*, whea the claims <^ the 
TUxman pontiff finally prevailed. 

It is to the extended power, and fatal influence of popary, 
that the baronet mainly attributes all the wars, feuds, and r^ 
yolntions in Ireland. *^ Speaking a different language, and 
obedient to differait laws, it is not to be wondered at, that the 
Englidi and Irish did not cordially unite and coalesce into one 
people. Nothing was attempted that could materially conduce 
to efifect this : for the operations of government were confined 
to pitifi]] experiments. The introduction of the reformed re^ 
l%ion, by increasing the antipathy of the native Irish to the 
Englidi, was a new source of calamities ; for, as the Irish ec- 
deaiastics, to whom the ignorant and bigoted people were 
blindly devoted, received their education in foreign seminaries, 
particularly in those of France and Spain, they returned to 
their native country solemnly bound to the Pope, in unHmited 
submission, without any bond of fflegiance to the kin^ and 
full firaught with those absurd and pestilent doctrines which 
the moderate of. their own communion, at least, pr(rfessed to 
abominate: of the universal dominion of the Pope, as well ie^« 
xitual as temporal, of his authority to excommunicate anddepose 
princes, to absolve subjects from their oaths of allegiance, and to 
dispense with every law of God and man, to sanctify rebelUoo 
and murder, and even to change the very nature and essential 
difference of vice and virtue. With such impious tenets, fa- 
bricated by their schools and councils, they filled their super- 
stitious votaries, contrary to the letter, the sense, and design 
of the Gospel, the writings of the apostles, and the comment- 
aries of their successors, to the belief of the Christian Church 
for ten ages, and to the clearest dictates of nature/' 

'^ In. that savage scene of butchery, the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, planned with all the coolness of deliberaticm, 
five hundred gentlemen, and ten thousand persons of inforior 
rank were massacried in one night, at Paris alone^ and great 
numbers in the provinces, because diey were * protects. 
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The Roman pontifF, on hearmg o( it, ' expressed great joy, an-» 
nouncing that the cardinals should return thanks to die Al- 
mighty for so signal an advantage obtained for the holy see, 
and that a jubilee should be observed all over Christendcmi*^ 

<< Sextus V. exoommonicated Henry III. of France as m, 
heretic, because he^ contrary to his Holiness's orders, spared 
the blood of his protestant subjects* And he granted nine 
years indulgence to such subjects as would bear arms against 
him; upon which Jacque Clemoit, a friar, assassinated him 
with singular treachery/' 

After descanting on the objections raised against Henry I V/& 
daim to the crown of France, as a heretic, the baronet insinu* 
ates that he was murdared by RaviUiac, at the instigatioa of 
the Pope^ who had Iwice dqx>Bed him. H^ry VIII. of Eng- 
land and his daughter Elizabeth were both deposed, without 
experiencing, however, a similar fate^ dthough Robert Parsona 
and Edward Capipion, we are told, came to England for the 
express purpose of plottmg against the hitter. 

<< The popes, well knowing that riches are tbe sinews of 
power, adopted the following expedient to fill their treasury^ 
by a constant, and never foiling revenue. Having first esta- 
blished the doctrine of purgatory, and the pains and tormentf 
att«[iding it, the deluded sectaries of the Roman ponti£F had re^ 
course to him to be relieved from their terrors. Fisher, Ushop 
<^ Roche^r, an eminent Roman divine, says, that indulgences 
were not necessary in the first ages of the Churchy and that 
they were not devised till the peofde were frightened wfth Ae 
torments of purgatory. 

^ Most of the schoolmen confess, that the use of indulgences 
commenced in the time of Pope Alexander III. towards the 
^d of the twelfth or the b^^ning of the diirteenth c^tury, 
and from that period, until the folly and iniquity of diem ooci^ 
sioned the reformation, the sale of them was a frmtful source 
of wealth to the p(^)es. They also inflicted penalties on the 
commission of sin, such as rigorous fosts, bodily pains and 

« Tbuaou»9 Ub. 63. s«ct. 14^ 
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moTtificadoiis, Icmg and frequent prayers^ and pilgrimage! to 
€be tombs of saints and martyrs ; and as these penalties oooU 
be commuted or dispensed with for moneys those who chose 
to lead Ycduptuous lives, and to continue in the course of licei^ 
dous pleasure, embraced this new mode of e]q>iation.* 

^ At length, the remission of sins became so systematic, and 
such a GCMDstant and regular source of revenue to the Holy See^ 
that they were reduced to a schedule in a book of rates, widi 
the sums corresponding^ for whidi they were to be remitted. 
The reader may judge of this extraordinary work by the fol- 
lowing AoTt extracts : 

^ A nun haying conunitted fornication several times, shaU 
be absolved, and enabled to hdd the dignities of her ordeiv 
even that of abbess, on paying 39 livres Toumois, and 
9 ducats.'' 

<^ The absolution of him who hath deflowared a virgin^ 
gr. 6. 

<< The absolution of a derk for all acts of fomieatkm with 
a nun, within or without the limits of the nunnery, or with his 
rdations ia affinity or consanguinity, or with any woman whati- 
soevei^ 56 livres/' t 

^ The Roman Pontiff very wisely gave great liberty to the 
defgy, as they were prohibited from marrying. When celir 
hacy^ (a doctrine justly reprobated in the Scriptures, and re- 
fitted by the practice of the apostles, all of whom were married 
men, except Paul and John ; a doctrine peculiarly unfit for the 
Onurch of Rome to teach; their founder, as they tarm him, 
and prince of the i^posdes, as they ridiculously call him, haring 
exploded it by his example^) was fiurst enforced in EngUmd. 
The bishops constantly granted licences to the parochial deigy 
to keep concutxnes, lest thqr might run into licentiousness 
with the wives and daughters of their parishioners." 

^ Exclusive salvation, a doctrine invented by the artfid 
poller of the Roman pontiff, for the purpose of enoouraging 



* Montorl, de redemptione peccttoruniy in Andq. Ital. Med. Sec. 

t " E¥«iy critte tint huama de{nfity tan coriHttH ik imutid in tliil bttok." 
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proselytes to his church, and for securing thos^ who were al- 
ready within its pale^ has been a fruitful source of discord and 
rebellion in many countries in Europe. It is not only con- 
trary to the doctrine of the Scriptures, but repugnant to the 
moral and physical perfection of the Deity, subversive of bis 
attributes of wisdom, justice, and mercy, which are the main 
pillars of the divine administration ; and it is likely to end in 
Atheism, and has already produced all its baneful effects ; for 
any persons who can be brought to debase and disparage the 
Almighty, so much as to assert that He is so unwise, so unjust, 
and so unmerciful, as to ordain, that a very smiedl portion of 
His creatures shall enjoy eternal happiness, and that the re^ 
mainder shall be doomed to eternal punishment,' because they 
differ from them in a few trifling ceremonies and tenets, will 
soon, probably, become Atheists. Mahomet," adds he, a little 
after, ^^ inculcates the same doctrine in the Koran, and it pro- 
duces the most intolerant and sanguinary principles between 
his votaries and other religionists.'^ 

It is on this foundation, that our author built his whole po» 
litical superstructure, as will be seen by the following passage: 

*^ When those doctrines occasioned the dethronement and 
the murder of so many princes, the massacre of the Albigences 
and Waldenses in the thirteenth century, that of the protest- 
ants at Paris in the sixte^ith, the extermination of many thou- 
sands of them in the low countries, the expulsion of the Moors 
from Spain, the persecution of the Vaudois in the King of 
.Sardinia's dominions, we cannot be surprised that th^y should 
have produced so many rebellions in Ireland, as her inhabit- 
ants ha^ been plunged in the most abject ignorance, and have 
beeii blindly devoted to their priests." 

r It is thus obvious, according to the opinion just quoted, tliat 
all the disturbances in Ireland, for the last two or three cen- 
turies, have originated in religious disputes, totally uncon- 
nected with civil grievances; we are accordingly presented 
with a catalogue ©f insurrections, commencing vrith that oi 
Shane O'Neil in Ulster, in 1567. In 1595 Hugh O'Neil 
raised disturbances which were continued until the end of 
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Elizabeth's reign; this was termed " T^one's rebellion,'' and 
branched into three different civil wars. On the accession of 
James L, the citizens of Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Kilkainy, 
and Wexford, derided His Majesty's title, " for no other , 
reason, than that he was not a catholic" Next follow the 
** conspiracies," of Tyrone, CDonnel, Magaire, Sir Cahir 
CDogherty, &c. In the reign of ChaYles I. the " popish 
lords," prelates, and clergy, assembled at Kilkenny, and regn^ 
lated their proceedings according to the forms and solemnity 
of a parliament. 

We now come to more modem events, and under the head 
of " Origin of the White Boys," we learn that the epoch of 
their ^pearance was 1759, daring the administration of a for- 
mer Duke. of Bedford. They consisted of the lower class of 
Roman Catholics, and acquired their appeUaticm from, being 
dressed in white uniforms. They met in Monster, in 1762, 
in bodies of from 500 to 2000, and the pretexts for assembling 
were as follows : 

1. The illegal enclosure of commons. 

2. The extortions exercised by the Proctors. 

S. The exorbitant fees exacted by their own clergy. 

After being subdued by a military force, Sir Richard Aston 
was sent to try some of the ringleaders. On this occasion, we 
are assured, that the late Edmund Burke ^^ sent his brother 
Richard, who died recorder of Bristol, and Mr. Nagle^ a rela- 
tion, on a mission to Munster, to levy money on the popish 
body for the use of the White Boys, who were exclusively 
papists." 

We are next told, that all our disgraces and misfortunes 
are to be found in the history of our penal laws and in the feeble 
execution of them; and it is added that about the year 1773, 
that system of conciliation and concession, which laid the 
foundation of the late rebellion, began." 

" Origin of the Volunteers." In the year 1 779, when Eng- 
land was involved in a war with the French, Spaniards, and 
Americans; when the combined naval fl^ of the enemy was 
superior, in pomt of number, to the Chamiel fleet; when con- 
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iltant and wdl*-grounded apprehensions were entertiiined that; 
Irdand wonld be invaded ; the loyalty of her parlkment, trem- 
bling for the fate of the empire, left the kingdom almost desti- 
tate of any military force for its defence. At the same time what 
little commerce she then enjoyed, was completdy stagnated by 
pmateers, which constantly hovered on her coast. In this criti- 
cal juncture^ some maritime towns, dreading that they might 
be plundered by the latter, applied to government for a mili- 
tary force for thdr defence ; but received an answers that they 
must arm and defend themselves. This gave rise to the vo- 
lunte^s." The baronet candidly allows, that liiese military 
assQciaUons deterred the French from attempting an invasion 
of the kingdom, which they meditated at that time ; while 
ibej at the same time completdy preserved the peace of the 
eouBtry, having not only exhibited the greatest respect to 
'thelaw3^ but the utmost ^eal in enforcing the execution of 
tttem. Notwithstanding this, he maintains it to be an estar- 
blished maxim of civil polity, ^* that no power should be allowed 
to exist within a state capable of overawing or overturning it/^ 

At length, in 1782, delegates from 143 corps of the province 
of Ulster, assembled at Dungannon, and entered into certain 
resolutions, which were soon adopted by all the vdbmteer 
corps^ and grand juries of the kingdom. In October, 1763, 
del^ales from the corps o( the province of Leinster were am- - 
voked at the Royal Exchange, Dublin, when a reform of par* 
liamodt, and the admission of Roman Catholics to the elective 
franchise were pr(^>osed ; soon after which, a grand national 
conv^ition of volunteer delegates from all Ireland assembled, 
and enteiBed into deliberations respecting a plan for new 
modelling the constitution. 

It is not the intention, we are told, of the author, whose 
work is now before us, to censure an assembly of men actuated 
by the generous design of improving the constitution, and of 
difiiising the blessings of civil liberty as extensively as possible. 
Yet, <Mt is to be lamented," adds he, << that such assemblies 
and their discussiims, taught the mass of the people to q^eoilate 
on politics, and as they cannot distinguish sophlsti^ from 
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XxvSSdl^ prqMured their miods for the reception of those dele* 
.tmoos doctrines whidi produced the rd>ellion," *< In diort/' 
observes Sir Richard, soon after, << it will appear that fiom 
the year 1 782, when our constitution was supposed to have 
arrhred at the summit of perfection, an immoderate and 
alarming spirit of innovation, which ultimately produced the 
rebellion, never ceased to break forth, both in and out of 
Parliamoit; and that Mr. Grattan and his adherents, who 
piqued themselves on being the chief authors of the consti- 
tution of 1782, were the principal promoters of that very 
spirit of innovation, which shook the {Hilars of the throne in 
1798, desolated some of the most fertile portions of Ireland, 
and aimed at its separation from England," 

^ The Peep-of-day Boys,** were Presbyterians; and the 
<^ Defeoders," Catholics : their feuds are said to have originated 
in a private quarrel ^< Th^ passions of both parties being 
very much inflamed, they never missed an c^^rtunity of ex* 
erdsii^ hostilities against each other, which frequently ter- 
minated in the commission of murder. A detail of thmr 
battles would be a^ interesting as that of the kites and crows/' 
We are told << that the people of Lurgan and its vicinity 
were remarkably quiet during the heat and frooty of the in- 
sarg^ts, because it abpunds with Protestants of the Esta^ 
Uished Church ; the onh^ sect tmifbrmly attached to the coti^ 
stittdion.'' 

Out of these feuds arose the ^< Orangemen ;" for in com- 
memoration of the battle of Diamond, fought in the county 
of Armagh, in the month of September, 1795, ^ and the du- 
plici^ and treachery of the Romanists on that occaskm," the 
fifst Orange lodge was formed. ^ They were a society of 
loyal Protestants," observes our author, ^* associated and bound 
together solely for the purpose of maintaining and defending 
the constitution in Church and State, as established by the 
Prince of Orange^ at the glorious Revolution, which they re- 
gardted as a solemn and sacred duty. It confers diistinguished 
credit on its members, and they united, and stood forward for 
this truly patriotic purpose, unsupported and unprotected by 
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the great and the powerful, to whom thdr motives were mis- 
represented by traitors, who knew that the institutian would 
form a firm barrier against their nefarious machinations. I 
have universally observed, that the disaffected, who arrai^ed 
with the utmost severity the Orange Societies, nev^ uttered 
any censure on the committees of assassination, to whom so 
many loyal men fell a sacrifice," 

Another institution, that of the " Catholic Committee^** 
next passes in review; and it appears that this society was 
founded so far back as the year 1757, by Charles CVComMnr, 
the Irish antiquary, while Dr. Curry, and Mr. Wyn, of Wa- 
terford, first established it in the city of Dublin. The ori- 
ginal subscribers consisted of seven only, but the numbers 
soon increased. Their object was to assemble and detennm^ 
with the greatest secrecy, on the best and most likely means 
of procuring a restoration of those privileges which they had 
been formerly deprived o£ 

At length, members were duly elected, and regularly re- 
turned by towns and districts throughout the greater portion of 
the kingdom ; gentlemen of landed estate had a ri^t to sit 
there, and they at length began to regulate their proceedings 
according to the forms and solenmity of a parliament. It 
appears indeed, by a resolution, on the 1 5th day of Novem-- 
ber, 178^> Sir Patrick Bellew in the chair, that they con- 
sidered themselves ^^ as the sole medium, for several years 
past, through which the voice of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland has been conveyed, and the only one competent there- 
to.** In 1 79^2, " a Popish convention," or " Back4ane par- 
liament," as it is here styled, having met in Dublin, firamed 
a petition to the king, prajring for a redress of grievances, 
and transmitted the same by five delegates, and they actually 
succeeded so far as to obtain a repeal of many of the p^ial 
statutes then in force against them. 

If full credit be given to the assertions of ^our author, it 
will appear that the affairs of the Catliolic committee were 
managed with great art and ability." ^^ Knowii^ that Ed- 
mund Burke, a warm favourer of Popery, had in a high 
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degree condliated the esteem of our most gracious Sovereign^ 
and the government of Ireland, by his ingenious and ener- 
getic writings against the extravagant theories and frantic 
proceedings of the French republicans, they resolved to em- 
ploy his son, an overweening, petulant young man, to be 
their agent in forwarding their pretensions; hoping thereby 
to ensure the weight and consideration of his father, for that 
purpose. 

*' They th«i sent one of their body to London, in Sep- 
tember, 1791, to Mr. Richard Burke^ who, through his 
fiither, r^idered them most important services; and soon 
after, having gone to Irdand, he made a most extensive 
circtut diere^ and in the course of it visited many of the 
nobility and goitry , and endeavoured to conciliate them to 
support the claims of the Roman Catholics. As he was their 
hired f^ent, we are not to impute his conduct to dismterested 
and gaierpus motives, though we may infer that he had a 
predilection for popery, from the strong attachment his father 
had to it, and because his mother was a most rigid Papist 
Though he did not obtain the object of his mission, he 
awakened the ambition ci the Roman Catholics, and gave 
them the st^oi^est assurances that a steady perseverance in 
then* claims would finally produce a repeal of the Popery 
law& << As a very large sum of money,'' adds Sir Ri- 
chard, soon after, ^^ had been levied on the Roman Ca^ 
tholics, it is not improbable that their ambassador^ who 
repaired to London in the year 1791, applied, with the assistr 
ance <^ Mr. Burke, a large portiM of it to very good pur- 
poses ; for otherwise how can we account for the extraordinary 
and sudden change which took place in die administration of 
ikigland? A change which has been' fatal to the peace and 
security of Ireland." 

Theobald Wolfe Tone, a barrister of considerable talents, 
but far irom being independent in his circumstances, is said 
to have been the leader of the ^* United Irishmen." The 
first society of this description assembled at Bel&st, in October 
1791, and it is here boldly asserted, tha[t assurances wer^ giv^ to 
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the ^^ Republicans of Belfkst," provided they came forward as 
a Protestant body, in behalf of their rights, " that the Ca- 
tholic committee, and such of ^eir persuasion as they could 
influence, should co-operate with them, in subverting the 
constitution." 

The arrival of Earl Fitzwilliam, as viceroy, tended for a 
while to conciliate the Irish ; but they became greatly alarmed 
at his sudden recall, more especially as they were thereby 
precluded from hoping for that extension of thdr franchises, 
they had been taught to expect* During the government of 
Lord Camden many commotions ensued, and the gaols were 
full of prisoners. The following summary and irregular mode 
of emptying them is greatly praised by our author: "This 
year (1795) the sum applied for to the grand jury, by di£Perent 
persons, who suffered in the coutity of Meath, from the enor« 
mities committed by the Defenders,- siich as houghing cattk^ 
and plundering and btrrning houses, amounted to 1700Z," 

^^ Lord Carbampton, finding that the laws were sOent, and 
inoperative in the counties which he visited, and that they did 
not afford protection to the loyal and peaceable subjects, who 
in most places were obliged to fly from their habitations, re- 
solved to restore them to their usual energy, by the following 
salutary system of severity : in each county he assembled the 
most respectable gentlemen and landholders in it, and having, 
in concert with them, examined the charges against the 
leaders of the banditti, who were in prison, but defied jus- 
•tioe, he, with the concurrence of those gentlemen, sent the 
tnost ne&riousof them on board a tender stationed at t^igo^ to 
serve in the king's troops, and not in the navy, as has - been 
4alsely asserted. By this bold measure, founded iu obvious 
principles of political necessity, he completely restored peace 
in the disturbed counties. The loyal inhabitants, and the 
^i*and juries in them,- thanked Lord Carhampton for his wise 
and salutary exertions; but the disaffected in every part of the 
kingdom, exasperated that be had checked the progress of 
ihar T^M&iiilUoiivay schemes, raised a ^eat clamour in ecm- 
seqaeace of k; and as^^ meditated many prosecutions and 
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civil actions against him, a law was passed in the month of 
February, 1796, to indemnify such persons as had exceeded, 
the limits of the law; in restoring peace and good order; 
which, as a matter of course, was violently opposed by the 
minority in the House of Commons." 

In 17^6 an act passed, we are told, and is still in force, 
ihe principal enactments of which are, 

1. That all arms shall be registered, and any magistrate 
may search for arms the house of any person who shall not 
do so. 

2. If any county, or any parts thereof, be disturbed, the 
magistrates may notify it to the Privy Council, who are thore- 
upon required to proclaim the disturbed part: oh which the 
magistrates are enjoined to hold petty sessions as often as 
necessary, but never at a longer interval than fourteen days ; 
and to punish offenders in a sumtnary way. 

3. All persons are required by it, when the county or ba- ' 
rony has been proclaimed, to keep within their houses between 
sun-set and sun-rise ; and are liable to be transported (with- 
out the interven'tion of a jury), if found out of their houses 
in the night. 

Thi& bill, which was introduced by the Attorney-General 
of that day, has been the subject of much animadversion iii 
Ikigland ; and, indeed, must be considered as a novelty ia 
l^islation. But we are here assured, ^' that to its salutary 
coercion, we may justly impute the salvation of the kingdom. 
Every person acquainted with the ferocious and sanguinary 
disposition of the lower class df people in Ireland," adds he, 
** will agree with me, that this wise law should never be 
repealed. It is inoperative, and cannot be enforced, until the 
emergency of the times calls for it ; and of this the magis-^ 
trates of the county, and Privy Council, are proper judges. 
The removal of the Irish Parliament to England, in conse- 
quence of the Union, makes it peculiarly necessary that this 
law should remain unrepealed; for, from the spirit of insur- 
rection and rapacity of the common people in Ireland, ah 

E 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



52 SIR RICHARD MUSGRAVE, BART. 

entire province may be desolated before proper laws could be 
enacted in the Imperial Parliament to check it* 

" The common Irish/' it is added, " are doctrinally taught 
that they are bound by their religion to resist the laws and 
ordinances of a Protestant state ; and that an oath of allegiance 
is null and void ; for which reason they uniformly oppose the 
administration of justice. A monster, stained with the blood 
of his father, must be led to the gallows by a military guard. 
But in England, the mass of the people unite in enforcing 
the execution of the laws, because they know that the pre- 
servation of their lives and property depend on it. The late 
rebellimi, as well as the former one, evince^ that the lower 
classes of the Irish do not consider it a crime to injure the 
person or property of a Protestant fellow-subject." 

Under the head of " Military Organization," we are told 
that this was regulated in the following manner, by the in- 
surgents : The secretary of each subordinate society, com- 
posed of twelve, appointed their petty or non-commissioned 
efiicer; the delegate officer from societies to a lower baronial 
committee was commonly appointed captain of a company,- 
consisting of the five societies who delegated him, and who 
made up the number of sixty privates ; while the delegate of 
ten " lower baronials," to the upper or district committee, 
was commonly aj^inted colonel of a battalion, consisting of 
600. The colonels of battalions in each county sent in the 
names of three persons to the executive directory of the 
union, one of whom was appointed by them adjutant-general 
of the county, and whose duty it was to receive and commu- 
nicate military orders from the executive to. the colonels of 
battalions, and in general to act as officers of the revolutions 
ary staff. 

The executive directory, we are told, although desirous of 
obtaining assistance from France, were unwilling to admit 
such a body of troops into Ireland, as would enable a foreign 
nation to conquer and retain it; while their new allies 
showed a decided inclination to send an army of such magr 
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pitudeas might in the end achieve its complete conquest and 
^ulgugation I A fleet, with a. body of troops on board, was 
accordii^ly prepare in the Texel;. but the soldierfr^ were 
soon after disembarked ; and it was a circumstance not a little 
fortunate for England, that during the most furious period of 
the insurrection which soon after ensued, no succours arrived 
from France. 

Meanwhile the disaffected continued to arm,> and extend 
their connections. They appear to have succeeded in a cer- 
tain degree, in corrupting a portion of the regular troops, 
while themselves and their adherents amounted to no incon- 
siderable body, in respect to numbers. 

Lord Edward Fitzgerald, brother to the Duke of Leinster, 
a nobleman who had acquired a high reputation for his talents, 
spirit and enterprise, appears to have been the great osten- 
sible leader. In 1798, every thing seemed ripe for action, 
for in the banning of that year, this nobleman presented a 
fapsx to a person, who has since attained a high degree of 
notoriety, purporting to be a return to a national committee, 
a few days before, stating the armed insurgents in Ulster, 
Ldnster, and Munster, to amount to 279,896 persons. This 
appears a great numerical strength in respect to men; but 
their treasury was miserably defective^ as the sum total con- 
tained in it amounted to no more than 14852. 45. 9^2. 

<< This dreadful conspiracy," which aimed at the destruction 
of Ireland, its separation from England, and consequently the 
subversion of the British empire^ was discovered and de- 
feated, we are told, in the following manner, by the wisdom 
and mercy of Providence. Mr. Thomas Reynolds, of the 
conn^ of Kildare^ where he had numerous and respectable 
connections, was bred to the business of a silk manufacturer, 
which he followed very extensively for many years in the 
city of Dublin; but having acquired a landed property at 
Kilca Castle^ in his native county, he rethed, and resided 
there^ some years previously to the rebellion, and had con- 
siderable influence among the Romanists. Lord Edward Fitz-* 
gerald and Oliver Bond, two leaders in the conspiracy, having, 
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for these reasons, considered him a proper perf^on to assist in 
forwarding their treasonable designs, practised every art of 
seduction to attach him to their cause; and having at last 
succeeded, he was swom a United Irishman at the house of 
Oliver Bond, in the beginning of the year 1 797 ; was induced 
to accept the commission of colonel, the offices of treasurer 
and representative of the county of Kildare, and, at last, that 
of delegate for the province of Leinster. 

** Soon after he was raised to this elevated situation in the 
union, having discovered that the conspirators, instead of in- 
tending to reform the abuses of the state, and to abolish all 
religious distinctions, which was their professed object at 
first, meditated the subversion of the constitutipn, the mas- 
sacre of the leading members of the government, and of such 
persons as should oppose their designs ; he resolved to defisat 
them, by embracing the first opportunity of communicating 
them to some person in whom he could confide. 

** He had a very great friendship and respect for Mr. Cope, 
an eminent merchant of the city of Dublin, who, having lamented 
to him, in the course of conversation, the crimes and atrocities 
which were constantly committed, and which were undoubted 
symptoms of an approaching rebellion, Mr. Reynolds, upon 
whom this conversation made a very deep impression, said 
that he knew a person connected with the United Irishmen, 
who, he believed, would defeat their nefarious projects, by 
communicating them to government, in order to make an 
atonement for the crime he had committed in joining them. 
Mr. Cope assured him that such a person would obtain the 
highest honours and pecuniary rewards that the administra- 
tion could confer; and that he would be admired and ap- 
plauded by the most virtuous and valuable portion of society. 
But Mr. Reynolds said, that nothing could tempt him to 
eome forward and avow himself. 

** However, after the most earnest and pressing solicitations 
made on the part of Mr. Cope, for whom he had filial reve- 
rence, he said that hiii friend would appear in pel*son, and 
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disclose the particdiars of the plot, on the foUowing con- 
ditioDs: 

** That he ^ould not prosecute any United Irishman; 
that the channel through which the information came should 
be kept a secret at least for a time ; that as his life would be 
in danger upon its being known, and he must leave the coun- 
try, and go to England till matters weresettled^ which would 
derange his affiiirs, and put him to considerable expense, he 
expected to receive some compensation. 

" Mr. C^e then told him, that he might draw oh him for 
any sum not exceeding 500 guineas. Whereupon he told Mr. 
Cope, that the Leinster delegates were to meet at Oliver Bond's 
on the 12th of March, to concert measures for an insurrection^ 
which was shortly to take place ; but did not at that time 
acknowledge that the information came directly from himself; 
but insinuated that it was imparted by a third person. 

** In consequence of this. Justice Swan, attendetl by twelve 
Serjeants in coloured clothes, arrested the Leinster delegates, 
tliirteen in number, while sitting in council at the house of 
Oliver Bond, in Bridge Street, cwi the 12th of March, 1798, 
and seized, at the same time, the papers, which led to a discovery 
of the plot and the intended insurrection : and on the same day, 
Thomas A. Emmett, a barrister; William James M'Nevin; 
Messrs^ Bond, Sweetman, Henry Jackson, and Hugh Jackson 
were seized; and* warrants were granted against Lord Henry 
Fitzgerald, Richard M*Cormick, and Counsellor Samson, 
who were all leaders in the con^racy ; but the three last 
Bade ^beir escape. 

" Oi the 30th of March, the Lord Lieutenant issued apro*- 
damaticni, giving the most positive and direct orders to the 
ikfficers commanding His M^est/s forces, to employ them with 
the utmost vigour and decision for suppressing the traitorous 
(Conspiracy for the destruction of the constitution and the 
established government which broke out into acts of open vio- 
laice and rebellion. 

" On the 6th of May, Mr. Reynolds was arrested at Castle- 
Dermot by a party of the military, and conveyed a prisoner to 

E 4 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



56 SIR mCHARD MUSGRAVK) «ART. 

DuUin, On the 8th of the same month, the United Irishmen 
having discovered, by some means or other, that he haA* 
revealed, and in a great measure defeated, thdr machinaticinsy 
formed many plots against his life. He therefore found it ne-* 
cessary to put himself under the protecticm of Government, who 
provided him with apartments in the castle. As the meiid)ers. 
of the Union, during his residence there^ circulated the mo6t: 
in&mous calumnies against his character, he resolved, in its. 
vindication, to bring these miscreants to condign punishment^ 
and to disclose the whole of their plots, and to prosecute 
them.'^ 

Soon after this, a rebdlion of a very^ formidable nature hurst 
forth, and the capital itself was more than once in danger of 
being in possession of the insuligents* On this, martial law was 
proclaimed, and the troops entrusted to the command of 
Lieutenant-General Lake. 

Our author here gives a detailed account of the attacks upon 
Naas, Prospectus, Clare^ andBallymore-Eustace; theinsur-? 
rection at Kildiure, the various skirmishes that took plaoe at 
Rathangan, Kilcullen^ Carlow, Kilcock; the insurrections 
near Athy and Narra^^miore^ and the battle of Tara: after; 
which he mentions the state of the metropdiis, the inhabitant of 
which appear to have been greatly disaffected. The following 
is a character of Xiord Edward Fitzgerald, wha died, in jail, in 
ccHtsequenee of the wounds he received while attempting ta 
prevent his arrest. 

<^ Lord Edward had served with reputation in the 19th 
regiment, during a great part of the American war; and, on 
many occasions^ had displayed great valour and considerable 
abilities as an officer. When in the army, he was ccmsidared 
as a man of honour and humanity, and was much esteemed by 
his brother-officers for his frankness, courage, and good-natur^ 
— qualities which he was supposed to possess in a very high 
d^ee. After the war, he retired on the half-pay list ; but 
having again entered into the service, he obtained the majority 
of the 57th regiment, quartered at St. John's, Newfoundland, 
on the bay of Fundy, arid joined it in May, 1 788. 
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^ The following adventure is a strong proof of that active 
mind, and enterprising spirit, which he displayed on all 
occasions. He set out from Frederick Town, on the river 
St. John, for Quebec, in the winter of 1788, through woods 
and desarts which never before had been traversed by any 
European, and without any other attendant than Captain 
Brisbane^ of his r^imait, a gnide^ and his own servant, who 
was a negro. From the great depth of snow, they were obliged 
to use snow shoes; and they had no other provisions but what 
they carried on a sledge, whidi Ix>rd Edward drew injiis 
turn. The journey, which was some hundred miles, took them 
many weeks to perform. 

*^ In the month of November, 1 791, the regiment landed at 
Portsmouth, where Lord Edward received a letter from 
Limitenant-Colonel Bruce, of the same corps^ from Naples, 
acquainting him that he was in a rapid consumption, and ad- 
vising him to take proper measures for succeeding him; but 
as his Lordship and his fiunily were at that time in o|>position 
in Parliament, he would not solicit a favour from Government ; 
but at the same time expected that the commission would have 
been given to him without solicitation, though he had many 
competitors of longer standing. 

'< On hearing that G)lonel Short succeeded to the commis- 
sion. Lord Edward, soured with disappointment, and fired 
with indignation, repaired to Paris in the latter end of the 
year 1791, or the b^inning of the year 1792, and became^ 
from dngust, an enthusiastic admirer of the extravagant politi- 
cal theories of the Fraich, which were r^ugnant and sub- 
versive of the glorious constitution under which he lived, but 
of whose d^cts he pretended to be a reformist; and having 
manifested these principles without ' reserve. Wis Majesty 
thought proper to ^ strike his name out of the army ; but 
allowed him, at the same time^ to sdl his commission, 

^ He became so great a devotee to the French principles, 
that he married a little Frenchwoman whose birth * and origin 

• " She was supposed to be the natural daughter of ihc late Duke of Orleans, by 
Madune de Gcniis." 
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were unknown, except by. conjecture, and who bad notbing to 
recommend her to him but the extravagance and malignity 
of her republican principles. 

<^ The fate of Lord ELdward Fitzgeraid affords a strong an4 
instructive lesson to such gentlemen as oppose the Crown from 
motives of disgust and disappointed ambition, not to exceed 
the bounds of moderation; for a person, inflamed and blinded 
by resentment, may, from an insatiable desire to gratify it, 
gradually sink into a dereliction of every religious, moral, and 
political duty, and a vehement reformist is often ah inciinent 

traitor. 

*^ Nemo repente fuit turpissimus." 

We now come to the ** rebellion in the county of Wicklow* 
We are assured, that previously to the introduction of 
the principles of the United Irishmen in 1796, this was 
the most peaceable district in the whole kingdom. The war 
IS here said to have been ^^ purely religious,*' this consideration 
idcme actuating the body of the people: the hope'of plundec 
was merely ^^ an additional encouragement" The Romish 
clergy were deeply engaged in it ; and the *^ old obsolete 
Popish holydays were revived, in order to give the seditious 
more frequent opportunities of assembling." 

** Rdi)ellion in the county of Wexford." Here the in- 
surrection appears to have been general. It was preceded 
<^ with much hypocrisy," according to our author, who men* 
tioDS ^< the deep disguise of the Popish multitude and their 
priests." It was the intention of the Irish Direct(»ry, that the 
insurrection should take place at one and the same time all over 
Irdand ; bat the arrest of the conspirators at Oliver Bond's 
disconcerted this scheme. At length this measure was resolved 
upon by the remaining leaders at Dublin, but was not commu- 
nicated to the Wexford chiefi until some time after; and as a 
certain period was necessary in order to af^rise the different 
captains, the insurgents in the county of Wexford did not 
take the field until the 27th of May, 1 798. For u time they 
were triumphant : a large body of them, headed by Father 
John Murphy, cut off a detachment of the North Cork 
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Militia ; and soon after this the city of Wexford fell into their 
hands. Notwithstanding this, they were routed at the battle 
of Ross; and the <^ massacre of ScuUaboguei" which tck)k place 
on the same day, and the crudties committed on. the bridge 
of Wexford, are jnst and legitimate subjects of execration* 

At length, General Lake attacked the principal camp at 
¥inegar Hill, which was assuredly a very strong and com- 
manding position* From the numbers of the enemy, the 
height and steepness of the ascent, together with its frequent 
intersections by enclosures, the rebels were at first completely' 
protected from the fire of the advancing columns : although 
their numbers were immense, and they possessed thirteen 
pieces of ordnance, well supplied with anmiunition, yet they 
were speedily dislodged and driven away. On this, the main 
body retreated to Wexford, under the command of Father 
John Murphy, Father Kearns the priest, Anthony Perry, 
Edward Fitzgerald, and John Hay. Another column, headed 
by Rodie, a priest, John Hay, and a person called Murphy, 
made a retrograde motion towards the county of Kilkenny* 

Under the head of ^< Rebellion in the counties of Mayo and 
Sligo," we learn that certain prophecies, widely disseminated, 
had a great efiect on the minds of the cemmon people, who 
were firmly persuaded that the events so confidently predict^ 
must necessarily come to pass ; and they were ready to catch at 
erery rumour which seemed to correspond with die ideas which 
they had inured* ^< They breathed nothing but death) 
bloodshed^ and devastation; painted the rivers as runoing 
crimson with blood, and a pestilence raging through the 
country, occasioned by the effluvia of putrid carcases, which 
remained unboried, with every other horror whkh a direadlul 
dvil war produces. Such prophecies were one of the numy 
artifices used to instil hatred in ifhe Popish multitude against 
Protestants, who were figured under the title g£ The Black 
Anmy^ and were destined to commit these atrocities against the 
Catholics, and to fiirnish a pretext of massacring them when- 
ever an opportunity should present itsdf." 
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On the other hand, the most bitter and inveten^ enemies of 
the adherents to the Church of Rome are hare treated with 
peculiar favour and indulgence. Orange Sodedes had at that 
time commenced in the North. The avowed object of these 
was to protect themselves and their country from the machin- 
ations of a ** set of Popish traitors, who had bound themselves 
by the most sao'ed and solemn ties to overturn the constitu- 
tion and extirpate the Protestants ; and that in so secret a 
manner, that many thousands were united before a discovery 
could be obtuned. In their secret meetings, which were 
generally held at night, the Romanists, we are told, methodised 
their operations, employed emissaries to propagate their doc- 
trines, collected money for the purchase of arms and ammuni- 
tion, laid plans for attacking the houses of Protestants and 
taking away their arms, and finally concerted the means of a 
general rebellion and massacre, in conjunction with the rebels 
of every odier part of the kingdom. 

<^ The gendemen and magistrates of the county were well 
aware that such mischief were hatching, but found it vety 
difficult to procure full and cpnvincing proo& to substantiBte 
the fiicts, so as to bring the traitors to punishment. It was 
in this critical ^te of things, that the spirit and promptitude 
of the Orangemen, alive to the interests of their country, and 
attadied to the constitution for which their ancestors fought 
under King William, associated under the strongest bonds of 
loyalty and affection, and relying on the goodness of the cause 
in which they had embarked, they, without fear or restraint, 
hunted the traitors to their dais, developed their dark proceed- 
ings, • and dragged them to punishment. By their well-timed 
and qpirited exertions, they ddivered that part of the kingdom 
from those horrors whidi were ready to burst upon the heads 
of the loyid inhabitants. This was the persecution which the 
disa£fected so much complained of, and which a^orded a 
plausible pretext for the outrages afterwards committed by the 
rebels. 

^* The peasantry of the counties of Mayo and Sligo (I mean 
those of the Roman Catholic persuasion) are savage, ignorant,^ 
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snd superstitious ; and though they were organised, and sworn 
to assist the French on their landing, yet I am continoed that 
they would not have had spirit or resdution enough to rise in 
rebellion, if that event had not taken place^ however wdl- 
inclined they might have been. The gaidemen and men <^ 
landed property, with but few exceptions, were Protestants c^ 
the Church of England, and consequently loyal, and strongly 
attached to the established government. To these were added 
an equally loyal and veiy respectable Protestant yeomanry, 
mostly freeholders, and planted rather thickly over the 
country. All these were tolerably eiqpert in the use of arms, 
having served in the volunteer and yeomanry corps.'' 

They however appear to have been incapable of overawing 
and restraining ** an ignorant and unarmed rabble^ without 
men of property or consequence at their head," from immedi- 
ately joining the French on their landing. One circumstance^ 
hitherto unnoticed, contributed not a little to the general 
defection : this was the propagation of the mjrsteries of the 
Carmelites among the RcHnan Catholics. At their initiation, 
the candidates received a square piece of brown doth, with the 
letters J. H. S. (Jesus- Hominum Salvator) inscribed on it, 
which was hung around the neck with a string, and lying on 
the shoulder next to the skin, was, from its situation termed a 
scapular. This distinguished badge of the order, which cost 
only one shilling to the poorer dass, after receiving the 
priest's benediction, was supposed to ccmtain the virtue of pre- 
serving the disdple from all outward danger. The ignorance 
and credulity of the benighted multitude were imposed on by 
a gross device, which possessed all the effect of a miracle, for 
after the benediction it was committed to the flames, and was 
afterwards taken out, whole and entire. But the secret that 
the doth was composed of asbestos^ one of the pr(^rties of 
which, is to resist fire, was carefully concealed. The parish 
priests in the counties of Mayo and Sligo, perceiving the sale 
of scapulars to be very profitable, solidted a power from the 
fifiars to dispose of them, and at the same time to admit can- 
didates into, this holy order. , Bags of them were accordingly 
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sent to fairs, and sold to the crediilous multitnde, previoudy 
to the 22d of August, 1 798, when three French frigates ap- 
peared in the bay of Killala, from which a body of troc^ 
was immediately disembarii:ed, and took possession of that 
place. Soon after this, they marched under General Humbert^ 
accompanied by a rabble, some of whom were dressed in 
foreign uniforms, and advuiced to Castlebar. Having taken 
possession of that town after a skirmish, in which they proved 
victorious, their^cause appeared to be triumphant. 

The invaders are greatly praised for the moderation dis- 
played by them, as well as for the manner in which they 
restrained their allies. 

<< The French eat the best of meat and bread, drank wine, 
beer, and coflfee, and slept on good beds. They compelled 
the rebels to eat potatoes, drink whiskey, and sleep on straw. 
They beat and abused them like dogs, in the name of liberty, 
equality, fraternity, and unity. A volume would not contain 
an account of the brutal actions of the r€i)els ; and the women 
who were worse than the men, carried off hides, tallow, beef, 
cloth, and various other articles." 

At length a considerable army having been collected. Lord 
Comwallis and General Lake advanced in two distinct 
columns against the enemy. On this a retreat took place, 
which produced a close pursuit, and the French having 
been overtaken, were finally forced to surrender. Many of 
the insurgents were seized and executed on this occasion; 
but in the beginning of September, 1798, a general pardon, 
with very few exceptions, was published, an act of policy and 
of clemency, which does not appear to have entirely satisfied 
our author. 

" It is to be lamented," observes he, at the conclusion, 
" that at this time tlie Popish multitude are as much fraught 
with disaffection as ever, though they are still smarting from 
the former rebellion, and though the royal mercy has been 
extended to them in a very extraordinary degree. It might 
be said, that I have gone far in exposing the errors of 
P<q>ery, and have been severe upon them, but it diould be 
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recollected that the Popbh clergy never cease to represent the 
Protestant religion as a pestilent heresy, which brings the 
frowns of the Almighty on its votaries in this life, and dooms 
them to eternal damnation hereafter, and this not only (Mrally, 
but by various publications, some of which I shall mention; 
one of them, entitled '^ Fifty reasons why the holy Roman 
Coolie religion ought to be preferred to all the sects in 
Christendom," contains the following extracts : << They (the 
Protestant ministers) are not priests, since they have not power 
to consecrate in the Eucharist, nor to forghe sms, which is yet 
the main office of priestly dignity," p. 80. 

<^ Heretics themselves confess that the Roman Catholics 
may be saved, whereas these maintain there is no salvation for 
such as are out of the Roman Catholic church. What mad«* 
ness then were it, for any man not to go over to the Roman 
Catholics, who may be saved in the jodgm^it of their adver- 
saries, &c. &c. 

<< What can be expected fi'om a rabble," exclaims Sir Ri- 
chard, ^' drenched with the inebriating poison of such pro- 
ductions, but treason, robbery, and assassination I" 

It has been already stated, that the present publication was 
not at all pleasing to government The truth is, that it 
proved both unsuitable and unseasonable. Mr. Pitt and the 
English cabinet, a considerable time before this, had con- 
ceived the idea of a union with Ireland, and all their measures 
were very properly directed towards this most important 
point. It was with this view, that a speedy end had been 
put to the violent operations of martial law and free quarters ; 
and the Marquis Comwallis having been sent over with the 
olive branch, the benevolent and paternal viceroyship of 
that amiable nobleman, tended not a little to conciliate the 
nation* 

Sir Richard Musgrave and his doctrines being now exceed- 
ingly unpopular, he was attacked in his turn by writers of 
all parties. Protestants and Catholics, both in England and 
Ireland, wished to reader him odious ; and the latter part 
of his life was doubtless tormented with these hostile attaoks. 
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Indeed, it would have occupied a large portion of the re- 
mainder of his existence to have read and to have answered 
the numerous books, pamphlets, and periodical essays in which 
he was daily and sometimes grossly assailed. To two of his 
adversaries, and two mily, did he think fit to reply; they 
were both men of some rank and estimation in Ireland. * 

In private life. Sir Richard Musgrave was greatly esteemed 
and respected. Indeed, he was capable both of friendship and 
kindness ; he loved and he practised hospitality ; his tongue 
was sometimes eloquent at the festive board, in praise of good 
men of all denominations ; and it was only while the pen was 
in his hand, and his mind agitated with the occurrences of 
the day, that he displayed a spirit of bitterness, seldom to be 
equalled, and scarcely ever surpassed in modem times. 

This baronet died at his house in Holies-street, Dublin, on 
April 7th, 1818, and having no male issue by his lady, the 
title^ according to the provisions of the patent, has de- 
scended to his brother, now Sir Chiistopher Musgrave. 

List of the Works 
Of the late Sir Richard Musgravey Bart. 

1. A Letter on the present situation of public affair^ 8vo. 
1794. 

2. Considerations on the present state of England and 
France, Svo. 1796. 

5. Short view of the politicsal situation of the Northern 
Powers, Svo. 1801. 

4. Memoirs of the different rebellions in Ireland, from the 
arrival of the English , with a particular detail of that which 
broke out in 1798, 4to. 1801. 2d ed. with appendix, 4to. 
1801. 3d ed. 2 vols. Svo. 1802. 

5. Observations on the reply of Dr. Caulfield, Svo. 1802. 

6. Observations on Dr. Drumgoole's speech, at the Catholic 
Board, December 8, 1813. Svo. 1814. 

* The Doctori Dnimgoole and Caulfield. 
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JOHN PALMER, Esq. 

LATE COMPTROLLER-GEKBRAL OW THE POST^OrPICE, AND 
M. P. FOR THE CITY OF BATH. 



1 HE name of this gentleman has been long before the public, 
and during a period of more than half a century was constantly 
advancing into repute and respectability. With a versatility 
of character, joined to a degree of ability that fells to the lot 
of but few, we bdiold him, now governing a theatre, — now 
giving laws to the General Post-OfSce. Thus, the same man 
who at one period of his life superintended the dramatic amuse- 
ments of the g^est city in the empire, at anotWr was busied in 
projecting a new system of mails, aiding commerce by the accel- 
erated rapi^ty of his contrivances, and at length accomfdishing 
and- perfecting his grand original plan to facilitate the inter- 
course, not only between different parts of the kingdom, but 
with all the nations of the universe, 
vbi^ IV. F 
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John Palmer was bom at Bath, in the year 174<2. His 
father was a respectable brewer in that city; and the maiden 
name of his mother, Miss Long, descended from an old and 
respectable family, which had been settled there for more than 
a century. The boy was sent at a very early age to Coleme, 
a village at some little distance from the place of his birth, for 
the express purpose of being educated under the Rev. Mr* 
Needham. While there, he not only displayed an uncommon 
degree of sprightliness, but an extraordinary aptitude for 
learning ; which was not always accompanied, however, with 
the inclination to excel, although he fully possessed the 
ability. 

When young Palmer had acquired some knowledge of the 
classics, he was removed to the public school at Marlborough, 
annexed to which there are certain valuable scholarships and 
exhibitions, which enable the higher class of pupils, when 
duly qualified, to repair on very easy terms either to Oxford 
or Cambridge. These advantages were carefully pointed out 
by a relation, the Rev. Mr. Palmer, who recommended the 
church as a profession, and in both of these plans th^ father 
most readily joined ; he wishe^ his offspring to be freed from 
the embarrassments and difficulties attendant upon trade, and 
longed above all things to behold his son John in holy 
orders. 

His son John, however, longed to be an officer; and it is not 
a little rexnarkable, that this same propensity, as if hereditary, 
devolved on his two grandsons, one of whom has risen to an 
honourable station as a field-officer in the army, and another 
to the rank of a post^^ptain in the navy. But the old gentle- 
man proved inexorable; and, as the subject of this memoir was 
accustomed to observe, ^^ afier a stout contention between the 
sword and the surplice, it proved a drawi battle." 

As it was necessary, however, that he should be sometliingi ' 
and as he would not consent to become a clergyman, he was 
destined to be a brewer. With this view, his &ther removed 
him^ when scarcely fourteen years of age,-to his own counting-- 
house, which proved a fresh subject of complaint; for by this 
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&ne be had taken a great fiincy to huntings as his reverend 
relation kept a small pack othounds, and occasioiially mounted 
his cousin during a holiday on one of his own horses. To 
quit such a scene of amusement for the drudgery of mercantile 
Goncems, to abaud(m all ideas of a scarlet coat and the com- 
mand of a r^ment for the enumeraticm of casks of beer, and 
the superintendence of draymen, was a most miserable &lling 
off; and accordingly he bitterly lamented hk destiny for many 
yestrsf^r. 

At first, young Palmer exhibited an equal d^ee of con- 
tempt and Diligence in respect to business, which produced 
intter reproaches on the part of his parents; but he at length 
altered his plan, and betook himself to his daily avocations 
with a d^ee of zeal and assiduity that had nearly proved - 
&taL A timely retreat into the country, however, restore 
fahn to his wonted health; and soon after his return to Bath, a 
new and in]fx>rtant event occurred, which, by affording em- 
ployment to his talents, and giving a new direction to his 
pursuits, banished for ever all the ideas so long and so fondly 
cherished of a military life* 

Batb, which had even then outstripped every provincial city 
and town in the empire, and in many points of view was deemed 
preferable as a residence even to the metropolis itself, still proved 
deficient in one essential requisite for a place of entertainmait. 
Frcmi the first appearance of Garrick, the histrionic art began 
to be cultivated in England with great attention, and new 
theatres were every where erected for the accommodation 
of die public. At Bath, however, an old, mouldering, ruinous 
building, had been converted to this use, although wholly un- 
snitaUe for a genteel audience, and at the same time utterly 
inconvenient to the actors themselves. 

To remedy this glaring defect, t^i of the principal inhabit- 
ants determined to erect a new and elegant play-house, on the 
most solemn assurances that the proprietors of the old one, who 
pretended to be actuated solely by the good of the city, would 
instantly apply their premises to some other purpose the 
moment that the new building was completed ; but no sooner 

r 2 
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did this occur, than the old play-barn was re-opened, and » * 
most violent opposition, equally fatal to both parties, imme- 
diately took place. The partners of the new house, disheart- 
ened by continual losses and disputes, now withdrew one by 
one; on which, the senior Mr. Palmer, who was a complete* 
man of business, immediately conceived the notion of taking 
the whole under his own immediate management. He accord- 
ingly purchased all the remaining shares on very easy terms, 
and completed the whole by granting an annuity to his. 
adversary. From this moment all opposition ceased, and the 
new theatre became the sole point of attraction. 

The wonderful increase of the city of Bath, which of course 
produced an influx of company, made this species of property 
every day more valuable. But that very circumstance rendered 
the prosperity" of the theatre precarious ; for being situate in 
the old town, it was of course at a considerable distance from 
the new buildings, and the proprietors of these began already- 
to conceive the idea of erecting one for themselves. In addi-. 
tion to this, the new house was still unprotected by law, as a, 
very severe act of parliament at that time existed against the 
public exhibition of dramatic performances. 

The poor actor, alst>, to adopt the humiliating language of 
Churchill, was actually deemed a vagrant, and consequently 

'' Of the beadle's lash afraid !'* 

The manager, too, when he travelled along with his company 
of comedians, from town to town, was not unfrequently 
obliged 

*< To cringe, for wretched means of life, 

** To madame mayoress, or his worship's wife." 

Nay, the very prerogative of the crown was so strictly limited, 
as to be precluded from granting. any future patent or licence 
beyond those already in existence for Drury-Lane and Covent- 
Crarden. 

His Majesty himself, therefore, had he been so disposed, had 
it not in his power to extend his protection to the theatre at 
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Bath ; so that an act of parliament could alone guarantee the 
proprietor from hazard, and secure the personal safety of the 
performers from the penalties then most unjustly annexed 
to their profession. 

To obtain th^e desirable ends, die elder Mr. Palmer pre- 
sented a petition to both houses of parliament, which was 
warmly supported by the corporation, partly with a view of 
ben^ting the city, and partly with a wish to gratify an old 
friend. EUs son John was selected on this occasion to solicit 
the act, and for this purpose, he immediately repaired to 
London. Although scarcely a man in point of years, he had 
uniformly distinguished himself by his vigour, ability, and 
perseverance; while a recent event had contributed not a 
little to his reputation. Arthur, the contemporary and friend 
of Garrick, and then acting manager of the theatre, had been 
most imjustly attacked by Darick, the master of the ceremo- 
nies. To repel a wanton accusation, he published two letters 
in the Bath Journal, which restored one party to the public 
. favour, and assigned the other to disgrace. 

Flushed with this successful eflfort of his ** maiden pen/* 
his zeal and good conduct during his residence in the metro- 
polis, procured him so many friends, that on this occasion 
also, he proved victorious. Accordingly after the lapse of two 
or three mondis, he returned home armed with a double autho- 
rity ; for in addition to an act of parliament, he had obtained 
all the splendour arising out of a patent, which conferred the 
title of Theatre Royal. * 

Immediately after this, he was entnisted with the superin- 
tendance' and direction of it. One might have supposed that 
this alone would have proved sufficient to occupy all , his at^ 
tention. But he was young, and his mind was active and 
vigorous, so that he was enabled, even at this early period, to 
carry a new project, of which he had sometime since conceived 
. die idea, into immediate execution. Singular as it may 
seem, this plan had nothing military, nothing theatrical in it ;— *^ 

* This was the first « Theatre Royal" out of London. 
F 3 
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it was a spermaceli manufactory! and what is still more 
singular, it not only succeeded, but proved highly advan- 
tageous ! 

Meanwhile, an histrionic revolution threat^ed the downfall 
of the theatrical empire, which had been some time committed 
entirely to his charge* The management of the stage had 
been lately entrusted to the sole superintendance of Mr. 
Lee*, who possessed considerable dramatic talents, but wa& 
accused to be somewhat too rigid in his official department^ 
and a little too impetuous, perhaps, in his natural temper* 
Squabbles, disputes, and altercations soon ensued between him 
and the actors and actresses, and to such a height were these 
contentions carried, that a roundrobinwas at length signed by all 
the performers, both mide and female, with onef only exception, 
frankly declaring, " that unless the proprietors would dis- 
charge the acting manager^ they would immediately throw up 
their engagements." 

On this, young Palmer, instead of entering into a treaty, or 
making conditions with the mutineers, instantly determined to 
demonstrate, that their insurrection could only be attended 
with ruin to themselves. He accordingly mounted his horsey 
and proceeded on a theatrical tour, for the express purpose of 
enlisting a fresh company. Accordingly, so successful did he 
prove, that after a journey of many hundred miles, he re- 
turned at the end of a fortnight, with an entire new set of 
performers. These, very luckily, were approved of by the 
public, so that the insurgents, crest-&llen and disappointed in 
theii^ aim, were obliged to depart in search of engagements 
elsewhere. 

The Bath stage now became the cradle of dramatic genius ; 
for here were fostered a Henderson, an Edwin, and a Siddons ! 
To keep up his stock of players, he paid an annual visit-to 
most of thfe provincial companies in the kingdom, and con- 
stantly prepared a list of all candidates of any promise, with a 

* This gentleman, who had been for many years on the stage, was the father of the 
• Miss Lee, wlio wrote the " Recess," and many other elegant productions. 

-f 'I'iiis pioved to be tliclate Mr. Kcasbury, who aftenrards bucame juint-patentcer 
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view to resort to them, whenever opportunity offered. Abotft 
tbis period, too, he obtained apatait for the Bristol theatre, 
bom which, on acccmnt of its immediate vicinity to his native 
city, he derived many great advantages. 

Having now brot^ht both his playhouses into great vogue, 
and rendered the;m highly baieficial, he at length determined^ 
soon after the deatli of his father, to dispose of the property 
of his fiimily in them. Accordingly, an agreement was entered 
into with Mr. Dimond, an actor reared under his own ausi- 
pioes, and Mr« Keasbury, who had refused to join the contu- 
macious comedians against him ; and to these he disposed of 
the patents, on terms highly advantageous to all * parties. 
Thus, Mr. Palmer fully proved to the world, that his talents 
were of a practical kind, and that every thing sutyected to 
his controul, deemed to be constantly accompanied with the 
most prosperous results. 

Meanwhile, the subject of this memoir contrived to makp 
himself both beloved and respected by his fellow citizens. 
His predecessor, indeed, had rendered himself eminently dear 
to them, by dedicating the latter part of his life to their in- 
terests. The rivalship existing between the new and the old 
towns is well known to every one ; and the inhabitants of the 
latter were greatly indebted to him, for his constant inter- 
vention in behalf of their interests, which were always watched 
with a jealous eye. The son profited not a little by this 
conduct, which, together with his own popularity, proved 
highly serviceable in the career pointed out by his ambition. 
He commenced by filling some of the subordinate, and con:- 
duded with attaining the highest honorary offices, in the 
power c^ the corporation to bestow. His mayoralty was 
more than usually splendid ; and he endeavoured^ during the 
whole course of it, to be more than usually loyal, a circumf- 
stance that could not fail to be agreeable to a city which has . 
uniformly supported the existing government. At the period 
now alluded to, the late war was exceedingly unpopular, and 

* The sum of S0,000lt a said to have been obtauied on- this occasiou* 
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Mr. Fox, at ffae head of an abie, rather than a numerous 
oppoBition^ oppos^ its progress with a degree of ability «el* 
dom before witnessed. To cheer and arouse the dnxiptiig 
spirits of the ministerial party, Mr. Mayor published a circubir 
letter, in whidi he proposed to raise a general subscription for 
the public service. His relations, the Longs, presrated three 
thousand guineas on this occasion, and he himself was not 
wantii^to set an example^ having commenced by advancing a 
donaticm, amounting to a proportionate share of his fcMtoDe, 
winch was^ by this time considerable. An endeavour was 
made to extend this plan throughout the kingdom at large; 
but it did not succeed to the extait hoped for, and first a five^ 
and dien a ten per cent, tax was proposed, which, aitbiHigh 
greatly disliked at first, proved eminently productive. All this . 
paved the way to the fiiture representation of the city of Bath^ 
to which office both the subject of this memoir and his eldest 
son, have been elected in succession. 

We have now arrived at that epoch when Mn Phlfner be* 
came connected with one of the principal public ofiices in the 
state, and his plans and pursuits ultimately blended with 
the commercial and manufacturing interests of the nation^ 
While at home, it was impossible for him to look at Prior 
Park, without contemplating the rewards so justly bestowed 
on a man, who had contributed so much to the prosperity of 
the post-office department The friend of Pope, and of 
Warburton, Mr* Allen, bad risen from humble beginnings, 
and attained both wealth and respectability by his ta<p 
lents. * Abroad, it was impossible for a man of observation 
to travel a hundred miles without perceiving the cUfficuUies 
attendant an a direct communication between distant pai>te» 
The post was so slow, and even so uncertain in its deliveries, 
that esqpresses were often substituted by commercial m^ ; the 
roads^ loo^ were bad ; and the danger of robbery immifient. 

• lo couequence of Kb improvements in the cooM-potti he wu rewaided, with 
13}000l. perann, during^bis life, and as this huited for the term of fonj-two years 
af^r the grants the siuD total thus obtained amounted to abOut half a million 
sterling 1 
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Mr. Palmer's long and circuitous journeys on tfacatricol affitifs 
bad made him have frequent recourse to relays, when pressed 
for time ; and he perceived, by long experience^ that he couU 
easily anticipate the delivery of a letter by the usual convey^^- 
ance. This, doubtless, suggested the idea, that what could 
be dcHie for an individuid, might with equal ease, and stiU 
greater benefit, be ^ected for the public at large. It waa 
not, however, until he had traversed the whole kingdom, al- 
most in every possible direction, and made himself acquainted 
with all the impediments, and all the abuses in the post-office 
department, that he 4eemed his projects sufficiently concocted 
and complete. 

Accordingly, in 1782 or 1783, he applied to tbeJLords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, by means of a memorial, m 
which he stated all his plans with great minuteness and pre- 
cision, and forgot not to add, that their execution would be 
attended not only with great advantage to commercial men, 
but produce an immediate increase of the revenue. Mr. Pitt, 
then minister, was busily employed at this very moment 
in devising means for rescuing the country from thoto pecu- 
niaiy difficulties which had been entailed in consequence of 
the prosecution of the American war ; by him, therefore, this 
prc^Kisition, fraught with increasing revenue, and many public 
advantages, was received with due attrition. On this Mr. 
Palmer removed with his family to town, and a successful ter- 
mination, as it was then hoped, had now taken place in respect 
to all his negociations with the superior powers. 

But the manner in which this was effiscted proved ineffi^ 
dent ; aad, strange to tell, in a matter of such importance 
no mitien agreement had ever been entered into. A verbal 
one, indeed^ took place with the premier, but even that hss^ 
pe&ed to be through the intermediate agency of a third person. 
This third person was no other than. Dr. Prettyman^ the pre- 
sent Bishop of Lincoln, then Mr. Pitt's private secretary, as 
appears from the testimony of the projector himself whien 
examined before a committee of the House of Commons: " I left 
some papers with Dr. Prettyman*' observes he, " stating that 
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if my plaa sueceeded, for the reiorm and improvement of the 
posts, I donaoded for my life 2iper cent, on the future in- 
creased revenue of postK>ffice, beyond the present nett profits, 
and iiot to have one shilling if I did not succeed in my plan. 
This happened in the spring of 1784. The answer brought 
to me by Dr. Prettyman was, that the terms were thought 
fair^ and would be fully complied with, provided the plan 
succeeded*'' 

Mr. Palmer iEu:cordingly commenced his operaticms, and 
actually effected a considerable saving above the original esti- 
mate of £0|000l. in the contract for the mails. It was deemed 
convenient, soon after, however, to modify the first agreer 
menfiCi ^^ consequence of which, it was finally settled that 
Mr. Palmer was entitled to 15001. a-year, and a per centage 
for the nett revenue exceeding 240,0001. per ann. 

The scheme succeeded far beyond expectation, and was 
praised by every one but the postmasters-general and their 
immediate dependants. According to them, it was highly 
injurious both to the mercantile interest and the public reve- 
nue; and it would appear that some of them were in conse- 
quence so scrupulously conscientious as actually to oppose the 
full and entire execution of the project. 

In the spring of 1785 (6th May) Mr. Palmer addressed a 
letter to the premier, complaining of the conduct of Mr. Todd^ 
the secretary, aiid also of the interior mismanagement of the 
ofBce committed to his charge. 

** The success of the plan. Sir, I believe," adds he, ^ has 
exceeded both yours and the puUic's expectation. I am 
sure it has my own in some points, though not in others, 
but has not fitlien i^rt in one. A circumstance^ X beUev^ 
almost as new tb administration in the various plans that 
are submitted to them, as a popular tax, which .the i post- 
tax really is, where the accommodation has been given with 
it. It incurred IK) new expense, or inconveni^ice in the old 
establishment, even in the trial, but what was occasioned by 
the opposition from the general office. It conveys the mails in 
half the time they used to be, and guarded under regulatioflfi 
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tliat will in b great measure enforce themselves; and vifh&te it 
hte been carried into execnticHiy has immediately occasioned 
an increase of rev^ue to the post-office. It having been 
proved, that it is scarce possible for greatar n^^ct or abuses 
to prevail than in the conduct of the dd post; that in conse- 
quence of it, a great share of the corre^ndence was carried 
on by coaches, to the detriment of the post revenue; that the 
new * tax, coupled widi the old plan, would have increased 
such defalcation, which, by the statements given in to the 
treasury, comparing the great improvement in the revenue 
from the tax upon the new opposed to the old establishment, 
has been very fully proved. 

'^ It was promised in the plan, to give the improved ex- 
pedition and security to the great roads from London, and 
some of the cross roads, for the payment of three-pence per mile, 
the allowance for guards, and the exemption from turnpike tolls. 
The contracts are now made for the greater part of the king- 
dom for the aUonoance of guards and the exemptiofLfrom turti' 
pike tolls only. Likewise, for all the cross posts, six times 
a-week, instead of three, so as to make those posts as r^ular 
and perfect as the general one. 

<^ This accommodation will be given to the public, and the 
arrival and departure of the mails all over the country will 
DOW be r^ular, expeditioi^ and safe^ on plain, certain, and 
sim{de principles, instead oi the reverse. It will not only save 
many thousands a-year, in the expense of the riding work, 
&&, but in consequence of the superior mode of conveyance 
to any other, add greatly to the revenue^ by the increase of 
Gorreqxmdence through the post-office. 

^ In the progress of the business, I have had every possible 
cppositum from the office ; I have neither spared trouble nor 
€iq)ense to inform myself in every departm^it of it, so that I 
may carry my plan completely into execution, and defeat 
thor repeated attempts to ruin it. I have been perfectly 
open, and kept no one secret from government, or desired 

* AddilluHal postage ou IcUcrs. 
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one shilling advantage from any contract, bat acted In eVerf 
respect to the best of my judgment for the benefit of the 
public; nor can I gain the least advantage from my agree- 
ment till I have completed the plan over the whole kingdom, 
as my per centage from the increased, revenue by the tax, 
without the accommodation, will not pay the very great ex- 
penses I am obliged to incur in the establishing it.'' 

As many conflicting interests seemed to oppose the iiill and 
complete establishment of Mr. Palmer's plan, and as it was 
supposed likely to afiect the perquisites of a variety of persons 
from the lowest to the highest in that department, Mr. Pitt, 
actuated solely by a regard for the public good, wished to 
raider Mr. Palmer completely independent of the post-oiSRce. 
With this view, the draft of a commission was made out, con- 
stituting and appointing him, for and during his life^ surveyor 
and comptroller general of the general post-office of Greait 
Britain, with all its postmasters, contractors, deputies, ac- 
comptants, surveyors, clerks, sorters, window-men, &c. &c. 
with the power of suspending all such for the neglect of 
duty. On being laid before the attorney-general, it was 
suggested that such extraordinary powers were incompatible 
with the act of parliament for regulating the office of post- 
master-general. This objection, on the part of a great officer 
of the crown, impeded the proposed appointment for almost 
a year; but Mr. Palmer was at length invested with the office, 
on an understanding that he should be under the controul of 
the treasury alone, and thus derive his powers from the same 
source and authority as the postmasters-general themselves. 

It was now supposed that every thing would go on smoothly ; 
but this was impossible in the nature of human events. The 
passions and interests of too many were likely to be ailected by 
the new regulations ; and there were some who supposed that 
the projector would be audacious enough to extend his reform- 
ing arm from Lombard-street to Falmouth, Harwich, and the 
other out-ports whence foreign packets were forwarded, and thus 
convert to the public advantage many thousands of pounds^ 
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^apposed to be swallowed up and unaccounted ifor by indi- 
viduals. 

A strong opposition was accordingly made to the new plan : 
every impediment to its success was presented, and a pmty 
formed against it within the precincts of that very office which 
ought to have made every elBbrt to ensure its completion, and 
thus contribute to the prosperity of the commerce and the re- 
venue of the kingdom* This called forth new remonstrances to 
the Treasuiy on the part of the new comptroller, who accused 
Lord Walsingham, then joint postmaster-general, of gross 
injustice. Notwithstanding this, in 1787, that nobleman 
transmitted the following note : 

'^ I. have long wished to see that point cleared, of your plan 
costing less than the old one; for I have understood that it 
cost more, but that the benefits overpaid the expenses. Be it 
one or the other, it was a most profound regulation, and you 
will well deserve the salary and commission on the increased 
revenue, for which the faith of Government is pledged 
to you. " Your^ 

In reply to this, Mr. Palmer referred his Lordship to docu- 
ments in his own office, by the aid of which he might correct 
the mistake in the former part of the above communication. 

Meanwhile, commissioners, nominated for that purpose, 
delivered in their report respecting the existing state of the 
pos^office^ in the course of which much commendation was 
bestowed on the plan and conduct of the comptroller-general. 
On this, the nobl^nan alluded to above, after havmg first 
communicated the contents to the old officers, took every <^erk 
from the new establishment, and carried them to Windsor, 
where they were kept at an inn close to his own residence for 
near three months, to make private cc^ies of the document just 
referred to; all communication of the contents being, in the 
meantime, refused, and all the persons employed enjoined by 
the postmaster-general to keep the whole a secret from their 
superior the comptroller-general. , It was also discovered so<«i 
I 
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after, that previously to the oommunication of the report of 
the Treasury Board, his Lbrdship furnished it with mar^al 
notes contradictory of the text, and in direct hostility to the 
new and improred plan. 

Meanwhile^ Mr. Pahner, perceiving that Lord Walnngham's 
influence had become hostile to him, d^:ermined to countermine 
his projects. This noUeman having, of his ownaoccnrd, entered 
into an improvident engagement with a mail-contractor of the 
name of Wilson, afterwards reftised to complete the same* 
On this, Mr. Pahner most unfortunately commti^^^if himself, by 
writing a confidential letter' to Mr. Bonner, his deputy, in 
which the following prominent passages appeared: 

, ^ The matter should be^ quietly to throw this load upon his 
lordship : let him be bullied, perplexed, and frightened, and 
made apprehensive that his foolish interference may even oc* 
casion a rising of the mail prices, at 20,000Z. per annum 
difference t6 the office. Think of all this; for he must not 
escape this bout. The fun would be to get Wilson aboard, 
and let him bamboozle his lordship with bis slouch, and slai^, 
and his blackguard. Wilson must be lessoned : tell him 
Lord W.'s declaration to me in his letter about the bill, but 
that I shall still advise payment" 

On another occasion, he betrayed a wish, in a certain case^ 
for Mr. Freeling " to put back the business of his department 
in the same irregular and confiised state he found it." In a 
third communication (October 3d, 1790), he expresses himsdf 
in the following incautious terms : 

" Though the conduct of the Lords (the Earl of Chesterfield 
and Lord Walsingham) is the very thing I ought to wish (this 
alludes to their appeal to the Treasury), and must end well; 
yet it revives old quarrels and feelings, and fevers me in spite 

of m^iself. D- them ! I never can be absent to get a little 

bathing or quiet, but this is the case. 

" Did Bartlett mention to you they had been telling 

their story to the king? Pretty masters ! So thqr complain 
to domine of the great boy." 
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Socm after this, a violent dispute took place; in oonsequence 
of>whidi Mr. Palmer suspended his deputy^ who, it appears, 
conununicated all the above papers to the postmasters-generaly 
and thus rendered the breach with them irreparable I Their 
lordships immediately took the case of Mr. Bonner into con- 
sideration, and ordered him to be restored ; bat the comptroller- 
general refosed the key of the office to the applicant himself; 
and although he deUvered it up^ on a second application, to 
the solicitor of the post-office^ yet he himself was in his turn 
suspended ! Thus, the successes all his schemes was put in 
jeopardy,, the new improvements in the posts retarded, his 
prospect of future remuneration hazarded, and his whole 
fortune placed in a state of the utmost uncertainty. He had 
risked, his. all ; for, by an express contract with Government, he 
WAS precluded from reaping any advantage in case of failure^ 
and had actually advanced several thousand pounds out of his 
own capital. Under his management, the revenue had risen 
frosa 150,000;. m 1783, to 600,000^ in 1798: not a single 
mail roUbery had occurred, and yet his remuneration was now 
absolutely fixed at 3000/. a year. On this, Mr. Palmer took 
the opinion of eminent counsel*; but although this was 

• ** We are of opinioD, that Mr. Palmer has fully performed his part of the agreement 
much io the advantage of the public. We are also of opinion (which, indeed, is impoa- 
aible to doubt), that if a patent had been granted to Mr. Palmer, as originally intended, 
nothing which has since passed could have deprived him of the benefit of his agreement • 
because all that is imputed now to Mr. Palmer arises firom mbunderstandings and dis- 
putes between the Postmaster-General and him, and which could never have eaistad If a 
patent had been granted to him, as originally intended, under which he would not have 
been, in any respect, under the Postmaster- General. 

'' We are also of opinion, that though by the appointment which was given 
to Mr. Palmer, different from that originally intended, he was made subject to the 
controul of the Postmasters-General (because, by the constitution of the po8t-o6Scc, as 
established by act of parliament, no patent could be granted to him, by which he was to 
act independently of the Postmaster- General) ; yet there is nothing In the above-men- 
tioned evidence that ought to deprive him of the benefit of his agreement, nor which 
coold in a court of justice hav^ that effect. 

** It is established by this evidence, thai the public derived firom Mr. Palmer't exer- 
tions all the benefits which he had held forth as likely to accrue from them ; and although 
we do ndt approve of the letters written by Mr. Palmer to his deputy, Mr. Bonner, 
which are the grounds for depriving Mr. PaUner of the benefit of his agreement^ 
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' entirely in his favour, yet it was found impossible to commence 
a suit at law against the Government with any probability oF 
success. 

Anterior to this, he had petitioned the Treasury Board ; to 
which he received for answer, *^ that their Im^dships conceived 
3000^. per annum, for his life, a sufficient compensation for his 
services; and that they did not think themselves justified cm 
the part of the public, in making a farther allowance.'^ 

On this, in 17979 Mr. Palmer applied, by petition, to the 
House of Commons, and a committee was nominated to repent 
on the causes of his suspension, and also on the nature o£ his 
agreement.. Mr. Pierrepoint in a very able speech, pointed 
out the merits and success of Mr< Palmer's plan, which was 
attended with this peculiarity, that in case of failure he was 
to receive no pecuniary indemnification, and no reimbursement 
for his expences. During the forty years preceding his inter- 
vention, notwithstanding the great increase of trade and manu- 
&ctures, the nett revenue of the post-office had experienced no 
increase whatever, except what was necessarily derived by the 
enhancement of the rate of postage, and restriction of franks . 
on the contrary, indeed, taking an average of the nine years, 
preceding the new plan, it had actually experienced a decrease 
pf 1 3, 1 98/. 1 35. per annum. After the first gleam of success, the 
projector was obliged to submit to a new agreement, by which 
he lost 750/. per annum^ but this was to be followed by every 

yet we think tliat those letters are &r from a sufficient ground to deprive him of that 
benefit. 

** We also think it very doubtful whether a court of justice would have thought that 
any attention ought to be paid to those letters ; because they were written in confidence 
to his deputy, and under an impression (though probably ill-founded) that the Postmas-' 
ters-General were unfavourable to him, &e. 
" Signed, 

« J. MANSFIELD, (afterwards Cliief Justice of the 

Common Heas,) 
" V. GIBBS, (also Chief Justice of the Common 

Pleaa,) 
" .T. EESKINE, (afterwards Lord Chancellor,) 
« W. ADAM, (afterwards Lord Commissioner in 
«* April 24, 1799." Scotland.) 
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possible facility in the furtherance of his ultimate designs. 
And yet, the commissioners appointed by the House of Com- 
mons to enquire into this very subject, reported, that Mr. 
Pahner liad experienced '* opposition from the oldest and 
aUest officers in the service, who represented his plan not only 
to be impracticable, but dangerous to commerce and the re- 
venue ;'' and it was nevertheless added, ^ that he has 
exceeded the expectations which he held forth in his first 
proposal, both witli regard to dispatch and expense.** Hiey 
further state, that the country has derived great advantage 
by the new scheme ; while the post-office revenue had increased, 
since 1783, to the amount of neariy half a million I 

Mr. Sheridan, on this .occasion, supported the pretensions 
<^ the claimant in a very brilliant speech ; in the course of 
which he ^qpressed himself as follows : 

*^ None but an enthusiast could have imagined or formed 
soch a plan ; none but an enthusiast could have made such an 
agreement ; none but an enthusiast could have carried it into 
execution : and I am confident,*^ adds he^ << that no man in 
this country, or any other, could have performed' such an 
undertaking, but that very individual John Palma*.'' 

Dr« Lawrence idso observed, in the course of a very energetic 
harangue, which, like the former, proved ineffectual, *^ Thai; 
it was to be apprdiended, from what he had heard and what 
he knew; that men of talents, who might hereafter be willing 
to employ their genius and their industry in the service of the 
public, would discover, that Mr. Palmer had one fault greater 
than any which had been pressed against him. This was 
tlie fiiult of an over-hasty and improvident zeal, to do, without 
regard to his own interests, whatever good it was in his power 
to achieve for his country/' Nor ought it to be here omitted, 
that the j(nnt postmasters-general, with whom he had many 
disputes and contentions, on being required to deliver their 
opinion as to his motives, readily exhibited the most ample 
testimony on behalf of his character and integrity. * 

• Extract of Lord Wakiiigbam's evidence from the report pp. 29 and 30. ** Have 
ott any reason lo dimbi of the personal integrity of Mr. Palmer? — " No, never in 
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At length Mr. Palmer, after an interval of «0Dae years, de- 
termined, undismayed by his. former defeat, to apply once mojoQ 
to parliament for reflress ; and it must be. allowed, that he nevei^ 
displayed greater perseverance and abilities than upon this ocr 
casion. He had taken care to make his pretensions known 
from one end of the kingdom to another ; he canvassed aU 
most every member of parliament, either by himself or others^ 
and as his cause was good, and his friends full of enthusiasm^ 
the best founded hopes were entertained of success. . 

His eldest son. Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel) PaUner^ 
who had succeeded him as M«P« for Bath, was aitrusted 
with the management of this delicate and interesting business* 

Accordingly, on May 12, 1808, in a committee of the. whole 
house, after a short introductory speech, it was moved by him^ 
^^ That this House is of opinion, that Mr. Palmyer is entitled 
to 2L 105. per cent, on the net revenue of the post-office, ex- 
ceeding the sum of 2^0,0001^ to be paid up from the 5th of 
April, 1793, and during his life,, according to the provisions 
of his appointment of 1789 ; deducting the sum of SOOO^ a-r 
year, received subsequently to the 5th of April, 1793." ; 

This proposition was opposed by Messrs. Long and Bose^ 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Attorney-General ; 
but supported by l^rd Henry Petty,, Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. 
Windham, &c. ; and, after a long debate, carried against Mi- 
nisters by a majority of 86* In a committee of supply, leave was 
sopn after given to bring in a bill to secure to the subject of this 
memoir the benefits of the late vote ; and it was soon after 
moved and carried, " that a sum not exceeding 54,702Z. Os. Tdk 
be granted to His Majesty, to be paid to John Palmer,. Esq., 
being the balance of the per centage due to him on the net 
revenue of the post-office, from the 5th of April 1793 to the 
5th of January, 1808.'' 



the smallest de|pree." — On the same question ' being put to the Earl of Chesterfielcf, 
he replied, << I desire to abide by the answer given by Lord Walsingham/' 
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The House of Lords having, by its votes and proceedings, 
exhibited a certain degree of hostility to Mr, Palmer's 
claim, it was now determined by his friends, not to bring 
in a separate act £or remuneration. On the contrary, the 
basiiieBS was completely edited, by introducing a distincYdaase 
for this purpose in the Appropriation bill, which pf eduded tte 
possibility of a negative from the other chamber of parlia* 
T&mL A very large daim had been jnade for arrears, but it 
was deemed.impolitic to urge this in the present state of public 
af^rs. 

After this final decision, by which 54^702/. was secured to 
Mr. Palmer, his mind appears to hffve been entirely at rest 
canceming pecuniary matters. Certain it is, that he had lost 
a very cQiKiderable sam, under the head already alluded to^, 
which many supposed he was to the full as nuich entitled to as 
to the money which had been voted ; but on the other hand, his 
far eentage, which he ^tiil retained, became dadiy more pro- 
doctive, and as he lived about eleven years in the enjcgment 
of it, his reward, although granted with a niggard and rduct- 
ant hand, must^ on the whole, have proved very handsome. 

The subject of ithis memoir had also the satid&otion, in his 
declining year% to bdiold his ikmily flourishing around him^ 
His eldest son, the fieutenant-colond^ had attained cdnsiderable 
rank in the British army^ in whidi he had distinguished him^ 
setf k$ an officer of. cavalry, by his valour and good cohdudt. 
Another son had conducted himself with great gallanbry ix 
the navy ; and, after obtaining prize-money to a considerable 
amount as a post-captain, be had now settled in life, and mar- 
ried the great niece of his former patron, Admiral the Earl 
St. Vincent, with whom he obtained an ample fortune. At 
length, amidst every prospect of future happiness for his 
family, he resigned his breath at Brighton, in 1818, in the 
76th year of his age. 

Mr. Palmer, in point ►of person, approached the heroic 
size. His eyes, which were full of fire and expression, de- 
noted a certain energy of mind which proved characteristic of 

g2 
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him during the whole of a pretty long life. He was coBcTli-' 
atory and pleasant in no ordinary degree in his intercourse, 
and it is not a little creditable to his talents, that he proved 
successful in all his plans. He not only perfected and simpli- 
fied the complex machinery of the post-office, encreased the 
revenue, and gave new facilities to commerce, but at the same 
time secured and rendered in some measure sacred, the remit- 
tances and correq)ondence of the public, by putting an entire 
stop to mail-robberies. A higher eulogium to his memory 
cannot possibly be paid, than what occurs in the minutes of 
the evidaice of Mi^. Frahds Freeling, who now so worthily 
presides over the post-office department: 

^^ I always conceived I was best serving the interests of 
th^ public, by following the plans laid down by Mr. Palmer." 

The remains of this gentleman ware deposited within the 
precincts of a city, whidi himself and his father had so essen- 
tially contributed both to embellish and enrich. The corpse 
was accordingly brought from Brighton to Bath, where it was 
deposited in the house of Mrs. Ricketts, sister to the venerable 
Earl St Vincent, a lady with whom he was oHUlected both by 
friendship and alliance. From her mimsion the body, in due 
time^ was removed, in funeral procession, attended by the 
mayor and members of the corporation. The chief mourners 
consisted of his two sons, Colonel Palmer, M. P., and Gap- 
tain E. Palmer of the royal navy, together with his nephew» 
Mr. Bartlett. 
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No. V. 
PATRICK BRYDONE, Esq. 

F. B.S. OF LONDON AND BDINBURGH, AND F»A«S* 

It is greatly to be lamented, that the materials for a life of 
this ingenious gentleman are scanty and incomplete. We 
know Uttle of him indeed, but from his travek ; and even in 
respect to these, he does not appear to have communicated to 
die public an account (^ all his peregnhnftions. 

Mr. Brydone, who claimed his dMsent from an ancient &mily 
in the North of Knghnd, was bom about the year 1 741, and 
received an excell^it education at one of the universities. His 
first wishes were pointed towards the profession of arms ; but 
he chiefly distinguished himsdf l^ his tours in fordgn countries. 
At the commencement of these, Dr. Franklin had aroused the 
cariosity of mankind by his discoveries in electricity; and 
when the subject of thb manoir first set his foot on the C<m- 
(inent, he was provided with the best instruments that England 
could furnish, for the purpose of making discoveries as to the 
precise state and temperature of the air on the summits of 
the highest mountains of Europe. He accordingly visited 
Switzerland as well as Italy, and crossed both the Alps and 
Appenines. In these excursions, he often witnessed pheno- 
mena not uncommon in the regions just alluded to; for more 
than once he beheld a thunder-storm bursting under his feet ! 
His apparatus, and his experiments, acquired for him the 
rq[)utation, not of a philosopher, but of a conjurer, amidst the 
habitable recesses of the elevated summits to which we have 
just alluded ; while his talents and conversation charmed all 
whom he approached. 

G 3 
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It was in Uie year 1767, or 1768, that Mr. Brydone accotti- 
panied Mr. Beckford of Somerly, in Suffolk, in a scientific 
excursion to the Gontinent. He afterwards travelled with the 
late Mr. Fullarton, then only seventeen years of age, to Italy, 
and some of the islands of the Mediterranean. In the course 
of these voyages and journeys, he was introduced to the first 
order of society ; and it is evident, indeed, that every attention 
and information possible to be communicated by the higher 
circles, was most readily afforded. A certain degree of eclat 
was Accordingly obtained for our traveller ; and on his return 
• to England, an account of his journey was etpected with 
.ajQertain degree of io^atience. The public w^re accordingly 
.gratified soon after by a^very masterly publication ; and in 1-790, 
.a second edition of the " Tour through Sicily and Malta," in 
two volumes, octavoy made itS' appearance* 

This work confiists of a series cf epistles addressed i6 his 
fdend William Beckford, esq|iir% the first of wMch is dated 
« Naples, May 14, 1770," Both Sicily and Malta were then 
almost eon&id^ped as non^deA^ipis $ and the author, indeed, 
v«ry iQodestly observes in hi^ preface, " Had there been any 
book ia our language on the subject of the following letters, 
they never should have seen* the' l^bt;" It may be feirly 
doubted, after the lapse of near fifty eventful years^ whet&er 
there be any publicaticra of a similai* kind so dcsetviaag of 
otice as the one now under consideration^ 

letter I. contains an account of the climate of Naples, 
which is^here termed one of the warmest and most iiicoi^stant 
of all Italy* According to his aeCoUnt^ it disagreed with all 
English valetudinarians, particularly young people, who^ found 
. themselves fiir better at Rome, whichj although ccftder in winter, 
waa deemed more healthy. The former,, however, is stated to 
be eligible in? summer, as the sur is ot^itontly refreshed with 
sea-breezes J and in 1769, Eahrenheit*s thermomety never 
rose higher there than 7G., while at thb latter it was at 89. : at 
the end of January, it stood at 'M. ; at Rome, it fell to 27.? 
so that the difference between the two eXfCremes of heat and 
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t»M, at Ae me was only 40tkgoees5 while, at the other it was 
no less than 62. « The* rain, which oftea endures for six weeks, 
and die Sirocco, or sooth-east wind, are, however, both higUj 
disagreeable at Naples ; for the last gives the vapours in a 
much higher degree than the worst of our rainy Novembers; 
and it had now blown for these seven days without inter* 
mbsicfn. 

" Sea-bathing," observes he, " we have found to be the 
best antidote against the effects of the Sirocco; and this we 
certainly enjoy in great perfection. Lord Fortrose, who is the 
flool of our colony here, has provided a large commodious 
boat for thb purpose. We meet every morning at eight 
o'clock, aind row about half a mile on the sea, where we strip 
and plonge into the water. My Lord has tfen. watermen, who 
are in reality a sort of. amphibious animals, fts they live one 
half the summer in the s^a. Three or four of these generally 
go with us, to pick up stragglers and secure us from all 
accidents* 

^< To accustom us to swimming in aH circumstances, my lord 
has provided a suit of clothes, which we wear by turns; and 
from a very short practice, we have found it almost as com- 
modtons to swim with as without them : we have likewise learned 
to strip in the water, and find it no difficult matter. After 
bathing, we have an English breakfast at his lordship's ; and 
after breakfast,* a delightful little concert, which lasts for an 
hour and a half. Barbella, the sweetest fiddle in Italy, leads 
our little band. ^ Tins party, I think, <!onstitutes one principal 
pai^t of the pleasure we enjoy at Naples. We have also some 
v^ry agreeable society amongst ourselves, though we cannot 
boastof nmach of that with the inhabitants. There are, tdbe 
feur^ inany good people amongst them; but in general, there 
is so litde analog betwixt bxi English and a Neapolitan mind, 
that the true social harmony, that sweetener of human life, c^n 
seldom be produced. 

" In lieu of this (the exchange, jrou will say, is but a bad 
one), the country round Naples abounds so much in every 

G 4 
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thing that is carious^ both in art and natmre^ and aflbrds lo 
ample a field of specnlation for the naturalist and antiquary, 
that a person of any curiosity may spend some months here 
very agreeably, and not without profit. Besides the disooTer- 
ies of Herculaneum and Pompeia, which of diemselves afford a 
great fiind of entertainment, the whole coast that surrounds 
this beautiful bay, particularly that near Puzzoli, Cuma, 
Micsnum, and Baia, is covered with innumerable monuments 
of Roman magnificence. 

<^ Yesterday we rode over the greatest part of Baia, a 
shooting of porcupines, a new species of diversion which I have 
never beard of before. We4^illed several of these animals on 
the Monte Barbaroj the place that formerly produced the 
Falemian wine, but now a barren waste. I do not know if 
you are acquunted with this kind of sport: to ipe, indeed, its 
novelty was its greatest merit ; and I would not, at any time, 
give a day of partridge for a moiith of porcupine shooting." 

Our travellers, consisting of Mr. Beckford, Mr. (afterwards 
Colonel) FuUarton, Mr. Glover, and Mr. Brydcme, now pre- 
par.ed for their intended expedition to Sicily, which was deemed 
impracticable by the Italians, partly because there then ware 
no inn$ on the island, and partly faAecause many of [the roads 
lay over dangerous precipices, or through bogs and forests, 
infested with the most resolute and daring banditti in 
Europe. 

Howev^, all these considerations, formidable as they cer- 
tainly were, did not deter Mn Hamilton (afterwards Sir Wil- 
liam Hamilton, K. B.), his lady % and Lord Fortrose^ who had 
actually engaged in this expedition during the course of the 
preceding summer, and these were all amply gratified by the 
pleasure and entertainment resulting from it. But instead 
of crossing from Regium to Messina, to avoid the bad accom- 
modation of, apd the danger from the banditti in, Calabria and 
Apulia, our ti-avellers preferred to hazard all the feigned 

* This wfts hU fint wifjt:. 
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terrors of Sk^lla; and Charybdis, together widi the more real 
ones of searsickness. 

They accordin^y hired an English vessel called the 
<< Charming MoUyV" and taking advantage of a brisk tra- 
montane^ or nordi wind, advanced towards the isUnd of Capre, 
or Caprea, once so famous for the abode of Augustus, and 
afterwards so in&mous for that of Tiberius. A litde to the 
west lay Ischia, Prodda, and Nisida; the celebrated pro* 
montory of Micsenum, where ^neas^ landed ; the classic fields 
of Baia, Cuma, and Pnzzoli, with all the variety of scenery that 
formed both the Tartarus and Elysium of the ancients; the 
Campi Phle^ei, or Burning Plains, where Jupiter overcame 
the giants, &C&C. 

Those extensive coasts, along which they afterwards navi- 
gated, consisting of mountains, valleys, promontories, and 
ishmds, covered with an everlasting verdure, and loaded with 
the ricliest fruits, are all the produce of subterraneous fire. 
The traces of such dreadful conflagrations are still conspicuous : 
they have been violent indeed in their operations, but in the 
end have proved salutary in their effects. The fire in many 
places, indeed, is not yet quite extinguished, although there is 
only one spot where it rages with any degree of activity. 

During a very dark evening, Vesuvius flamed at a dreadful 
rate, so that they could distinctly behold the red*hot stones 
thrown to a vast height in the air, and after their fall rolling 
down the side of the mountain. This was a fine specimen of 
the sublime ; but in the course of the next morning, the 
sirocco wind returned, accompanied by sea-sickness. At 
length, however^ a fresh breeze from a different quarter 
sprung up, and they came in sight of Strombdo and 
the mountains of Calabria. About eleven at night, they 
beheld part of the coast of Sicily, the irruptions of which 
appeared of a different kind from those of Vesuvius; and on 
the 19th, found themselves within half a mile of the object of 
their researches. Soon after which they entered the bay of 
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Messina ; not so grand^ indeed, bat &r more beauti&l, t)isn 
that of Naples. 

After landing and refreshing themselves, this party of 
Englishmen visited several of the convents, assisted at the 
festival in honour of St. Francis, and in their excursions into 
the country, observed in the fields many of the flowers so care- 
fully cultivated in our gardens, and several others we are still 
unacquainted with. Larkspur, Flos Adonis, Venus's looking- 
glass, hawk-weed, and very fine lupins, grow wild over all the 
adjacent mountains. There, also, were to be found a variety 
of flowering shrubs, particularly the porno (Toro: the low 
lands, too, are covered with the richest white clover, inter- 
mixed with a variety of aromatic plants, which perfume the 
air, and render a walk exceedingly delightful. 

" But what is remarkable," observes our traveller, we were 
ItiOQt sensible dP this perfume when walking on the side of the 
harbour, which is at the greatest distance from these fields. I 
mentioned this peculiarity to a Messinese gentleman, who tells 
me that thq salt produced here by the heat of the sun, emits a 
grateful odour, something like violets; and it is that, probably, 
which perfumes the sea-shore. On consulting Fazello de 
rebus Siadis^ I find he takea notice of the same singularity ; and 
likewise observes, that the water of the straits has a viscous or 
glutinous quality, whidi by degrees cements the sand and 
gravel together, and at last consolidates them to the srfidity 
of a rock« 

" There are fine shady walks on all sides erf* Messina; some 
of these run along the sea-shore, and are for ever fanned^ by 
the cooling breezes from the Straits. The bouses are large, 
^d most of the articles of life are cheap, and in plenty; par- 
ticularly fish, which are reckoned better here than any where 
else in the IMediterranean^ The hire of lodgings is next to 
nothing ; almost one-half of the noble range of buildings I 
have described being absolutely uninhabited since the desola- 
tion of 1743; so that the proprietors are glad to get tenants 
on any terms. It now occurs to me, that from all these con- 
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eidetatk^nsi there is lio place I bate seen so aclmiraUy cal^ 
cttlated for the residence of that flock of valetudinarians 
which every autumn leaves our country with the swallows, in 
search of warm climates* In winter, they allow, they liave 
sometimes heavy rain for two or three weeks ; but it never 
lasts longer ; and be^des they have always some few hours 
every ilay, when people can go out for exercise: for the mo- 
ment the rain is over the walks ^re dry, the soil being a Ught 
gravek" 

After paying their respects to the prince-viceroy, they set 
out for Giardini, with ten mules for themselves and servant^ 
and twd for their baggage. They had also a front and rear 
guard, consisting of natives, armed with swords, pistols, 
and arquebuses. The road was romantic, and the sides of 
the mountains, wbich arQ highly cultivated, present the most 
agreeable aspect that can be imagined : corn, wine, oil, and 
silk, all mixed together, and in the gseatest abundance. The 
sides of every path are covered with a variety of flowers, and 
flowering shrubs; many of the inctbsures are fenced with 
hedges of the Indian fig, or prickly pear ; while their guides 
assured them, that in some of the ravines around Etna there 
are trees, tvfaiGh produce a bastard kind of cinnamon, and 
pepper. 

After visiting and admiring the great thet^tre of Teuro- 
minum they went to examine the Naumachia, and the reser- 
voirs for supplying water. They next contemplated the 
celebrated tree, known by the name of II castogno de cento 
CcnmUi (the chesnut-tree, caj^ble of affording shelter ,to a 
hundred horses,) which, for some centuries past, has been 
deemed one of the greatest wonders of Etna. 

In the journey from Jaci to Catania, one of the most an- 
cient cities in the island, the road is entirely over lava ; tliey 
counted eight moiHitains formed by eruptions^ with every one 
its crater. The whole of the coast has been formed by the 
labours df Mount Etna, and for many miles, even the sea 
itself has been drivejj back from its ancient boundary. It is 
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difficult to conceive what it is impossible to deny : the front 
of a torrent of fire, ten miles in breadth, and heaped up to 
an enormous height, rolling down the mountains, and pour- 
ing its flames into the ocean. 

Signior Recupero, who acted as their Cicerotief reasoning 
from analogy, asserted that the different beds of lava, with earth 
above each, lately discovered in a draw-well, fairly indicate, 
tliat the lowest stratum must have flowed from the mountain 
at least 14,000 years ago. ^^ Recupero tells me," adds our 
traveller, << that he is exceedingly embarrassed by these dis- 
coveries, in writing the history of Etna. — That Moses hangs 
like a dead weight upon him, and blunts all his zeal for in- 
quiry ; for that really he has not conscience to make his moun- 
tain so young as that prophet makes the world. — What do 
you think of these sentiments from a Roman Catholic divine ? 
The bishop, who is strenuously orthodox —for it is an excel- 
lent see — has already warned him to be on his guard, and 
not pretend to be a better natural historian than Moses ; nor 
to presume to urge any thing that may in the sm^est degree 
be deemed contradictory to his sacred authority." 

The revenues of this bishop chiefly arise from the sale of 
snow, on Mount Etna, one small portion of which, lying on 
the north of the mountain, is said to bring him in upwards of 
lOOOl. a-year; this is sent to Sicily, Malta, and great [part 
of Italy, where it makes a considerable branch of commerce, 
as even the peasants in those hot countries regale themselves 
with ices during the summer heats. A fiunine of snow, there- 
fore, would be more grievous perhaps than either a famine of 
corn or wine. But the mountain not only keeps the inhabit- 
ants of Sicily cool in summer, but likewise keeps them warm 
in winter ; the fuel for the greatest part of the island being 
found in the immense and inexhaustible [forests of this vol- 
cano : this also constitutes a principal branch of trade. 

After remarking that many of the churches were formerly 
heathen temples, purged and purified from all the infection 
occasioned by their rites, our author .observes, " that the 
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Blessed Virgin has long been constituted universal legatee 
and executrix of all the ancient goddesses, celestial, terrestria], 
and infernal; and, indeed, litle more than the oames are 
changed," adds he, ^^ the things continue much the same as 
ever. The Catholics themselves do not attend to it; but it 
is not a little curious to consider how small is the deviation 
in almost every article of their present rites from those of the 
ancients. I have somewhere seen an observation, which seems 
to be a just one, that during the long reign of heathenism 
superstition had altogether exhausted her talent for invention; 
so that, when superstition seized Christians, they were under 
the necessity of borrowing from their predecessors, and imi^ 
tating some part of their idolatry. I took notice of it to 
Signor Recupero, who is not the most zealous sectary in 
the world, and who frankly owned the truth of the ob- 
servation. 

** In some places the very same images remain : they have 
only christened them; and what was Venus or Proserpine^ 
is now Mary Magdalene, or the Virgin. The same ceremo- 
nies are daily performed before these images; in the same 
language^ and nearly in the same manner. The saints are 
perpetuaUy coming down in person, and working miracles, 
as the heathen gods did of old. The walls of the temples are 
covered with the vows of pilgrims, as they were formerly. 
The holy water, which was held in such detestation by the 
first Christians, is again revered, and sprinkled about with 
the same devotion as in the time of paganism. 

** The same incense is burnt by priests arrayed in the same 
manner, with the same grimaces and genuflections, before the 
same images, and in the same temples too. In short, so 
nearly do the rites coincide, that were the pagan high-priest 
to come back and reassume his functions, he would only have 
to learn a few new names ; to get the mass, the Paters, and 
the Aves by heart ; which would be much easier to him, as 
they are in a language he understands ; but which his modern 
successors often are. ignorant of. Some things, to be sure, 
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would pozzle him, and he would swear that oil the mysteriei 
of Eleusis, were nothing to the amazing mystery o( tran- 
substantiatij)n; the only one that ever attempted to set both 
our nnderstanding and our senses at defiance, and baffles 
equally all the faculties of the soul and body." 

On the S7th May our four Englishmen, attended by pro- 
per guides, and furnished with provisions, liqueurs, &€• set 
off to visit Etna, and passing through the two 6rst tracts 
or belts, called La Begiorie CuUa (the fertile r^ion), and La 
Begione Sylvosa (the woody district), at length arrived at La 
Begione Deserta (the barren region). The mountain at this 
period was tolerably quiet, but Recupero assured them that dur- 
ing one eruption he had seen large rocks, blazing with fire, 
discharged to the height of some thousand feet, with a noii»e 
far more terrible than that of thunder. On measuring from 
the time of their greatest elevation till they reached the 
grouJad, be found they took twcnty*two seconds to descend ; 
which» according to the rule of the spaces, being as the 
squares of the time, are here calculated at upwards of 7000 
feet. OUr author, who had measured the height of the ex- 
plosions of Vesuvius by the same mode, never observed any 
of the stones thrown from it to take more than nine seconds to 
descend ; which shows that they had risen to little more thaa 
1200 feet. 

Aftei* sloping all night on a bed of leaves in a cavern, 
the travellers ascended through the snoiy, notwithstanding the 
steepness ; and comforted themselves, amidst their fatigues, with 
«,he recollection, that the Emperor Adrian, and the philoso- 
pher Plato, had both encountered the same obstacles; and 
from the same motive too» to behold the rising sun from the 
top of Etna. They arrived before dawn at the ruins of an 
ancient structure called " II torfe del Filosofo," supposed to 
have been built by the philosopher Empedocles, who took up 
his habitation here, the better to study the natufc-e of Mount 
Etna. At this period the mercury had fallen to 2QP 6', and 
they found that the unmensc vault of heaven shone in more 
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«wfal mejesty and splendour than below* To add to their 
astonishment, the number of stars seemed to be infinitely in- 
creased, while the light of each of them appeared brighter than 
usual. The whiteness of the milky*way resembled a pure 
ilame shot across the heavens: and with the naked eye they 
could observe clusters of stars that were invisible in the re- 
gions below : for they had now passed through ten or twelve 
thousand feet of gross vapour, that necessarily blunts and 
confiises every ray, before it reaches the surface of the earth. 
This produced a distinctness of vision to which they had not 
before. been accustomed. 

After contemplating the novel objects around them for 
«ome time, they rested themselves at the foot of the great 
crater, which is of an exact conical form, with a circumfer^ 
enoe of about ten ntiies»> with the volcano in its centre: the 
mercury had fallen to 20*^ 4 J'. In about an hour's climbing^ 
they at length arrived- at a ptaee where there was no snow, 
which induced them to make another halt : the mercury at 
19'' e^f. From this spot it was only BOO yards to the bighfedt 
sumadu 

Oi;! their arrival there the whole atmosphere by degrees 
kindled up, and showed dimly the boundless prospect around. 
The stars were extinguished,; and the shades disappeared; 
while the forests, which at first seemed black and bottomless 
gusipfas, caught life and beauty firom every increasing beam. 
^' The scene still enlarges, and the horizon seems to widen 
and expand itself on all sides ; till the sun, like the great 
Creator, appears in the east, and with his plastic ray completes 
the mighty scene. The senses, unaccustomed to the sublimity 
of sudi a. scene, are bewildered and confounded ; and it is 
not until after some time that they are capable of separating 
and judging of the objects that compose it^ The body of the 
sun is seen rising from the ocean, immense tracts both of sea 
and land intervening; the islands of Lipari, Pinare, Alicudi, 
Strombolo, and Volcano^ appear under your feet; and you 
look down on the whole of Sicily as on a map: and can trace 
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every river, tiirough all Its windings, from its source to its 
mouth; and I am persuaded, it is only from the imperfection 
of our organs that the coasts of Africa, and even of Greece, 
are not discovered, as they are certainly above the horizon. 

^* The circunrference of the visible horizon, on the top of 
Etna, cannot be less than 2000 miles. At Malta, which is 
near 200 miles distance, theyr perceive all the eruptions from 
the second region; and that island is often discovered from 
about one-half the elevation of the mountain ; so that, at the 
whole elevation, the horizon must extend to near double the 
distance, or 400 miles, which makes 800 for the diameter of 
the circle, and 2400 for the circumference. Biit this is by 
much too vast for our senses, not intended to grasp so bound- 
less a scene. 

It was not without a mixture both of pleasure and pain, that 
they quitted this awful scene. On returning, however, an ac- 
cident occurred, which might have been productive of serious 
consequences, for on running over the ice^ Mr. Brydone's leg 
folded under him, and he received so violent a sprain, that he 
found himself, for some time^ unable to move. In this condi- 
tion our poor philosopher was obliged to hop on one leg, with 
two men supporting him, for several miles over the snow. 

On their return, he began to calculate the altitude of the 
mountain; this, according to Kircher, who pretends to have 
measured it, is 4000 French toises in height, which is more 
than the steepest of the Andes; some of the Italian mathema- 
ticians make it eight miles, some six, and some four; Amici, 
the last who made the attempt, reduces it to 3 miles QSii paces ; 
but we are here told that the perpendicular altitude, probably, 
does not exceed 1 2,000 feet, or little more than two miles. Mr. 
Brydone was astonished to find that the mercury fell almost 
two inches lower than he had ever observed it on the very 
highest of the accessible Alps; and Mont Blanc, which is inac- 
cesssible, is higher than Etna. The magnetical needle took a 
longer time in ascertaining the North point above than below, 
being greatly agitated near the summit. Soon after the erop- 
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ticm of 1755^ on a compass being placed oh the lava, it entireljr 
lost its magnetical power, standing indiscriminately at every 
rf the thirty-two points ; and it never recovered till again 
touched with the loadstone. 

It ought not to be forgotten here, that our traveller carried 
ifith him a magnetical needle and a sniall electrometer, &C to 
examine the precise state of the atmosphere. " I found," ob- 
•erves he, " that round Nicolosij and particularly on the top 
of Montpelieri, the air was in a very &vourable state for elec- 
trical operations. Here the little pith bails^ when insidated, 
were sensibly affected, and repelled each other above an inch. 
I expected this electrical state of the air would have encreased 
as we advanced on the mountain ; but at the cave where we 
slept, I could observe no such effect. Perhaps it was owin^ 
to the exhalaiibns froth, the trees and vegetables which are ex- 
ceedingly luxuriant; whereas about Nicolod, and round 
Montpelieri, there is hardly any thing but lava and dry hot 
sand. Or, perhaps, it might be owing to the evening being 
farther advanced, and the dews beginning to fall.^ However, 
I have no doubt that iipon these mountains formed by erup- 
tion, where the air is strongly impregnated with sulphureous , 
^iuvia, great electrical discoveries might be made. And, 
perhaps, of all die reasons assigned for the wonderful vegetation 
that is performed on this mountain, there is none that contri- 
butes so much towardsr it, as this constant electrical state of 
the air: for from a Variety of experiments it has been founds 
that an increase of the electrical matter adds much to the pro^ 
gress of vegetation. It probably acts there in the same man- 
ner as on the animal body ; the circulation, we know, is per- 
formed quicker, and the juices are driven through the small 
vessels with more ease and celerity. 

« This has often been proved from the immediate remchral 
of obstructions by electricity; and probably the rubbing with 
dry and warm flannel, esteemed so efficacious in sudi ctfses, is 
doing nothing more than striking a greater degree of electricity 
in tlfe part; but it has likewise been demonstrated by the 

VOL. IV. H r^ 1 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ PA>rRI€K BHY0ONE, £S<i., 

oommon experiment of making water drop through a amali 
capillary syphon, which^ the moment it is electrified^ runs in 
a fill! stream. I have^ indeed, very little doubt, that the 
ii^lity of our seascms depends as much on this quality in the 
air, as either on its heat or moisture. 

"Electricity," it is added, "will probably soon be considered 
as the great vivifying principle of nature, by which she carriei^ 
on most of her operations. It is a fifth elemast, distinct from 
and of a superior nature to the other four, which only compose 
the corporeal parts of nature ; but this subtile and active fluki 
is a kind of soul that pervades and quickens every particle of 
it When an equal quantity of this is diffused through the 
air, and over the face of the earth, every thing c<Mitinues caloi 
and quiet ; but if, by any accidait, one part of matter has a<^- 
quired a greater quantity than another, the most dreadful con- 
sequences often ensue before the equilibrium can be restored. 
Nature seems to fall into convulsions, and many of her works 
are destroyed : all the great phenomena are produced; thuQ«^ 
der, lightning, earthquakes, and whirlwinds. For I believe 
there is little doubt that all these frequently dq)end on thi^ 
sol6 cause. 

" And again, if we look down from the sublime of nature 
to its minutiae, we diall probably some day discover, that 
wiiat we call sensibility of nerves, and many of these diseases, 
that the faculty have only as yet invented names for, are 
owing to the body's being possessied of too large or too small 
a quantity of this subtile and active fluid ; that very fliiid, per- 
haps, that is the vehicle of aH our feelings, and which they 
have so long searched for in vain in the nerves : for I have 
sometimes been led to think, that this sense is nothing else 
tiian a slighter kind of electric efiect, to which the nerves serve 
asixmductors; and that it is by a rapid circulation of this 
penetrating and animating fire that our sensations are 
performed. 

" We all know, that in damp and hazy weather, when it 
seems to be blunted and absorbed by the humidity ; when iu 
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ttdti^rky is lost, and little or none of it can be collected, we ever, 
find ovff spirits more languid, and our sensibility less acute : 
but in the Sirocco wind at Naples, when the air seems totally 
derived of it, then the wh<de system is unstrung, and the nerves 
seem to lose both their tension and elasticity, till the north or 
west wind awakens the activity of this animating power, which 
seon restores the tone, and enlivens all nature, that seems 
tb droop and languish during its absence. 
- <^ It is likewise well known, that there have been instances 
c^-the human body becoming electric without the communica*. 
tion of any dectric substance, and even emitting sparks of fire 
with a disagreeable sensation, and an extreme degree oi ner-^^ 
vous sensibility. About seven or dght years ago, a lady in 
Switzerland was afiected in this manner, and though I was 
not able to learn all the particulars of her case, yet several 
Swiss gentlemen have confirmed to me the truth of the story. 
She was extremely sensible of every change of weather, and 
had her electrical feelings strongest in a clear day, or during 
the passage of thunder-clbuds, when the air is known to be 
replete with that fluids* 

** Two gentlemen of Geneva had a short experience of the 
same kind of complaint, though still in a much -superior degree. 
Professor Saussure^ and young Mr. Jalabert, when travelling 
over one of the high Alps, were caught amongst thunder- 
clouds, and, to their utter astonishment, found their bodies so 
fall of electrical fire, that spontaneous flashes darted from their 
fingers with a crackling noise, and the same kind of sensa- 
tion as when strongly electrified by art. 
. " It seems pretty evident, I think, that these feelings were 
owing to the bodies being possessed of too great a share of elec- 
tric fire. This is an uncommon case, but I do not think it at 
all improbable that many of our invalids, particularly the hy- 



• We are afterwards told, in another place, that the complaints of this fomalt were 
<Mfifeg entirely to her dress, her head being surrounded with wires, «nd her hair stuck 
Wl of metal pins, while she hcfseif stood in dry silk stockings. A trifling change of 
4iffi, weakly in our muihor's epinioii, htT« entirely relieved the patient. 
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podiondriao^ and those we call Malades haagmairesj owe their 
disagreeable feditigs to die opposite cause^ or the bodies beii^ 
possessed of too small a quantity of this fire; for we find that 
a diimnution of it ia the air seldom 6ik t^ encrease thdr. 
uneasy sensations, and vice versa. 

^^ Perhaps it might be Serviceable to these pec^l^" add* 
our intelligent author, ^< to wear some electric sub^ance next 
the skin, to defend the nerves and fibres from the damp oae 
from electric air. I woidd propose a waistcoat of the finest 
flannel, which should be k^ perfectly clean and dry ; for the 
effluvia of the body, in; case of any violent perspiration,, will 
soon destroy its electric quality ; this should be covered by 
another of the same size of silk. The animal heat and tb^ 
Action that exercise must occasion betwixt diese two subr 
stances, produce a powerful ^ectricity^. and woidd' form a kind 
of eliectric atmosphere around the body, that might possil% 
be one of the best preservatives against the effect ci damps.^ 

On the SI St of May our travellers, having npw fully satisfied 
their curiosity in respect to Etna, embarked on board a fe- 
lucca, and set sail for Syracuse. On this occasion tliey 
4^roissed the mouth of th^ Giaretta, formerly the Simetbus, 
whidi throws up great quantities of the finest amber; this is 
worked vsp at Catania, into crosses^ relicks, beads, &c^ One 
of the artists, of more than ordinary skill and contrivance 
succeeded in leaving a large bbae bottle fiy^ with it& wings sus^ 
pended over the head di a swit, to represait •' lo spiiito 
Santo!" 

At Sjrracuse our party of Englishmen visited the " Ear of 
IMcmysius," and whatever dse speared curious ; but they 
searched in vdn for the sepulchre of Archimed^ which bad 
been designated at his own request by the figui'e of a sphere in- 
scribed in a cylinder. They examined, however, the fountain 
of Arethusa, which was actually discovered by Cicero's ac- 
count of it: the sole difierence is, that it does not now possess 
any fish. It was dedicated to Diana, but none of her nymphs 
were here to be seen ; they were replaced by a few washer- 
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vijsmimi up to the linee^ in water, and busied m cleansijag 
soBoe wooUeQ. garments. Near to the smaller of the two hsut" 
boiir$ of SyraG^sCy they still show the spot where the house of 
AirQhimedes stood ; as also the tower, whence he is said to 
haive set fire to the Roman galleys with his burnii^ glasses^ 
which are of late asserted to be common mirrors* 

A« they found the onoe mighty city of Syracuse so reduced 
as not to ^ord sufficient beds and lodgings for three or four 
weary travellers^ after a short residenoei they lured a sradl vessel 
qdled a sparonaro^ to carry them to the lalaiid of Malta, which 
ifi^ bcicame an objept of attention; accordingly on the Sd of 
Ji^u^ by day bredc, they left the Marmoreo or great p«rt^ 
a|id proceeded in their mx oared boatj caksukted rather lioar 
^p^ than conve^^icy, tbe chief object being to avcnd the 
A^can pirates* Having readbed Cape Passaro, the most 
sputb^ly point of Sicily, consisting of an island of about a mile 
n>w4f th&y Umdeid, and made a very comfortable dinner in a 
sipaU caverp. 

After a voyage of twi^ dayi», they landed at the cit^ of V^ 
k^.and were, conducted by Mr. Butter, the English coi»uIy 
to an inn which had the appearance of a palace^ There th^ 
had an excellent si:^)par and plenty of good burgundy^ and as 
this happened to be the kin^s birth-day, they almost ^t 
t^se^i in drinking His Majesty's health* 

Next morning, they proceeded to visit the principal villas pf 
the idand, particularly those of the grand master and the 
general of the galleys. ** These are nothing great or magni- 
ficent, but they arev adjinirably contrived for a hot climate, 
ivl^r^.of all things, shade is the most desirable. The orange 
^ves are indeed v^ fine, and the fiiiit they bejir is supe- 
rior- to any thing you have seen, either in Spain or Por- 
tugaL The aspect of the country is &r &om being pleasing ; 
the whole island is a great rock of very white free-stone, 
and the soil that covers this rock, in most places, is not more 
than five or six inches deep; yet, what is singular, we find 
tjh^ir crop in general very abundant. They account for it 
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fr6m the copious dews that fall during the spring and sain> 
mer months, and pretend likewise, that there is a moisttire 
in the rock t)elow the soil, that is of great advantage to the 
com and cotton, keeping its roots perpetually moist ai^d 
cool; without which quality, they say, they could have no 
crops at all, the heat of the sun is so exceedingly violent. 

" Their barley harvest has been over some time, and they are 
just now finishing that of the wheat. The whole island pro- 
duces corn only sufficient to support its inhabitants for five 
months, or little more ; but the crop they most depend on is 
the cotton. They began sowing it about three weeks ago, and 
it will be finished in a week more. The time of reaping is in 
the month of October and beginning of November. It h 
manufactured into stockings, coverlids, and blankets, all very 
famous. Their principal fruit is produced from the common 
orange-bud, engrafted on the pomegranate stock ; the juice is 
blood red. Such is the industry of the Maltese that not a 
single inch of ground is left uncultivated in the island. 
Where the soil is deficient, they import earth firom Sicily. 

<* St. John's is a magnificent church : the pavement, in par- 
ticular, is reckoned the richest in the world. It is entirely 
composed of sepulchral monuments of the finest marbles, por- 
phyry, lapis lazuli, and a variety of other stones admirably 
joined together, and at an incredible expense, representing, 
in a kind of mosaic, the arms, insignia, &c. of the persons 
whose names they are intended to commemorate. In the mag- 
nificence of these monuments, the heirs of the grand masters 
and commanders have lotig vied with each other. 

« We went this day to see the celebration of thdr church 
service. It seems to be more overcharged with parade and 
ceremony than what I have ever observed, even in any other 
Catholic country. The number of genuflections before the 
altar, the kissing of the prior's hand, the holding up of his 
robes by the subaltern priests, the ceremony of throwing in- 
cense upon all the knights of the Great Cross, apd neglecting 
the poorer knights, with many other articles, appeared to us 
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hi^ly ridiculous, and most essentially different, indeed, from 
that purity and simplicity of worship that constitutes the very 
essence of true Christianity, and of which the great pattern 
they pretend to copy sets so very noble an example." 
• After making an expedition in coaches drawn by one mule 
each, which was the only kind of vehicle the island then a& 
forded, they left the principal port early in June. Having . 
landed at Gozzo, they were greatly disappointed on examining 
this island, which is supposed to have formerly belonged to 
Calypso, to find nothing either very fine or very beautiful; 
nor, after a close investigation, could they discover even the 
grotto of the goddess. 

In the course of that night they once more beheld the smoke 
of Etna, and having a fair wind, by ten o'clock next morning, 
they discovered the coast of Sicily. Having gone on shore 
near the ruins of a village in Hybla, they contrived to sup 
there ; they then launched *'Veii' bark once more, and soon 
reached the celebrated port of Agrigentum, now called Gfir- 
genti i which is both " regular and ugly;'* yet, at a few miles 
distance, it makes a noble appearance, like that of Genoa ; 
for it is built on the slope of a hill, so that the houses assume 
an amphi-theatrical appearance. 

*^ The captain of the port gave us a polite reception, and 
insisted on accompanying us to the dty, which stands on the 
top of a mountain, four miles distant from the harbour, and 
about 11 00 feet above the level of the sea. The road on each 
side is bordered by a row of exceeding large American aloes,, 
upwards of one third of them being at present in full blow, and 
making the most beautiful appearance that can be imagined. 
The flower-stems of this noble plant are in general between 
twenty and thirty feet high (some of them more) and are co- 
vered with flowers from top to bottom, which taper regularly, 
and form a beautiful kind of pyramid, the base or pedestal of 
which is the fine spreading leaves of the plant. As this is 
esteemed in northern countries one of the greatest curiosities 
of the vegetable tribe^ we were happy at seeing it in so great 
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perfection; much gre^iter, I think, tl;iaa I bad ever seea ii 
before. 

" With us, I think, it is vulgarly reckoned (though I believe 
falsely) that they only flower once in a hundred years. Here 
I wa^ inforijaed, that at the latest, they always blow the sixth 
year, but for the most part the fifths As the whole substance 
of the plant is carried into the stem and the flowers, the 
leaves begin to decay as soon as the blow is completed, an^d 
a numerous ofispring of young plants are produced round 
the root of the old one; these are slipped off^ and formed 
into new plantations, either for hedges, or fpr avenues to their 
country houses." 

After visiting the ruins of Agrigen^um, they discovefed 
that the mountain on which it stands, is composed of a con- 
cretion of sea -shells, cemented by a kind of sand or graveL 
On thjB very summit, our curious travellers discovered cocides, 
muscles, oysters, &c. " By wh^t means thpy have been lifted 
up to this vast height, and sp iptin^tely mi.xed with the 
substances of tjie rock, I leave to yqu (Mr. Beckford) and 
your philosophical friends to determine. This old battered 
globe of ours has probably suflered many convulsions not re- 
corded in any history. You have heard of the vast stratum 
of bones lately discovered in Istria and Ossero ; part of it 
rips below rocks of marble, upwards of forty feet in thickness, 
and they have not yet been able to ascertain its extent : some- 
thing of the same kind has been found in Dalmatia, in the 
islands of the Archipelago ; and lately, I am told, in the rock 
of Gibraltar. 

** Now the deluge recorded in Scripture, will hardly ac- 
count for all the appearances of this sort to be met with, 
almost in every country in the world ; but I am interrupted 
by visitors, which is a lucky circumstance both for you and 
me, for I was just going to be very philosophical, and con- 
sequently very dull. Adieu !" 

Having crossed on mules from Agrigentum to Palermpi 
they found the intervening country at once very rich and 
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very fertile, praducing com, wine, crii, oranges, lemons, pome^ 
granates, almon^^, pistachio nuts, &c. Notwithstanding th^ 
almost spontaneous gifts of Nature, the people were poor^ 
miserable, and pppressied. 

" Accursed tyranny I'* (exclaims our British traveller) 
^^ what despicable objects we become in thy hands I Is it 
not inponceivable^ how any govemmei^t should be able to 
reader poor and wretched a country which almost produf»8 
qiontaneously every thing that even li^xury caq desire ? But, 
alas ! poverty and wretdiedness l^ave ever attended the 
$^)ai4sh yoke, both on this and on t'other sidfs of the 
glpb^ They make it their boast, th^t the sua never sets 
oil their dominions; but forget, that since they became 
•such, they have left him nothing to see in his course, but 
deserted fields, barren wildernesses, oppressed peasants, and 
lazy, lying, lecherous monks. Such are the fruits of their 
boasted conquests. They ought rather to be ashamed that 
ever the sun should see them at all. 

^^ The sight of these poor people has fil)^, ipe wi^h in-* 
dignatjon. This village, whence I now address youj i# sur- 
I^Uiided by the finest country in the world, yet there was 
neither bread nor wine to be found in it; and the poor 
inbalntants appear more than half starved* 

'* Midst Ceres' richest gifts, with want oppressed. 
And 'midst the flowing vineyard, die of thirst." 

After a journey of fifty miles over rocks and precipices, 
this party of Englishmen reached Palermo, the capital of 
Sicily, where there was then but one inn, which happened to 
be kept by a chattering, imposing Frenchwoman, to whom 
they were obliged to concede her own terms, of five ducats 
a day. This city is built in a regular manner, the two great 
streets intersecting each other in the centre, where they 
form a handsome square, called the Ottangola^ adorned 
with elegant, uniform buildings. From this square^ not 
only are the whole of these noble streets seen, but also 
the four gates of the city, which terminate them. The four 
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gates are each at the distance of about half a mile (the 
diameter of the city being no more than a mile) and two of 
tibem, the Porto Nova vxud. Porta Felice j flie latter of which 
terminates the Corso, are elegant {neces of architecture, while 
the former communicates with the marino, a ddightful wall^ 
which constitutes one of the great pleasures of the nobility rf 
Fdermo. It opens on one side to the sea, whence, even at 
the most scorching seasons, there is always an agreeable 
breeze. In the centre is an elegant temple, which serves as an 
orchestra for music, and bang obliged in the hot season to 
convert night into day, the concert does not begin until the 
clock strikes midnight Meanwhile^ the better to favour in- 
trigue, there is an order that no person of whatever quality, 
shall presume to carry a light with him ! The Sicilian ladies 
marry at thirteen or fourteen years of age, and are sometimes 
grandmothers before they are thirty. The Princess Partana 
has twelve children, and yet is still in her bloom. She was 
cured of all her usual complaints on being delivered, immedi* 
ately after wliich, her highness saw and enjoyed the company 
of her friends more than ever. She lamented the fate of 
our English ladies, and thanked God that she was bom a 
Sicilian 1 

Our philosopher, after reasoning (m this subject, attributes it 
solely to the climate. In cold, but more particularly in moun- 
tainous countries, births are difficult and dangerous; in warm 
and low places, they are more easy; the air of the first 
hardens and contracts the fibres; that of the second softens 
and relaxes them. Among the Alps, the women frequently 
go down to the low countries a few weeks before they lie in, 
imd find their deliveries much easier. 

This is here attributed to the additional pressure of 
a column of air of 2 or 3000 feet more than they are ac- 
customed to ; and if muscular motion is performed by the 
pressure of the atmosphere^ as some have alleged, how much 
must this add to the action of every muscle I Mr. Brydone 
deduces from these premises, that physicians are wixmg,. when 
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tbey sei^ patients with the eame complaints lo Aix and 
Maneilles, where the air must be esBentially different; the 
latter city being on the level of the sea, while the former^ 
according to hisown-admeasorem^it, is near 600 feet above 
it In saeh a country as Switzerland, or on such a mountain 
as^tna, it is easy at all times to take off a weight from the 
human body of many diousand pounds; and thus, not only 
the quantity, but the quality also of the air, would be 
changed, which on the si<fe of any very high mountain fe 
tnore varied than in travelling through fifty d^ees of 
kUtode. 

Our travellers were all present at the superb feast in honour 
of St. Rosolia ; and Mr. Brydone declares, that the illumiiH 
aticm of St. Peter*s is no more to be compared to that of the 
chief churdi at Palermo, than the planet Venus to the mm. 
Hie heat by this time had become intolerable, for the quick* 
sOver in the thermometer had now risen to above eighily^ 
two degrees. In this state of the atmosphere the sea became 
too hot for bathing I 

<^ I am sure," observes our author, ** that in such a day as 
this, in England, we should be panting for breath ; and no 
mortal would think either of reading or writing. — This it 
not the case here; I never was in better spirits in my life: 
indeed, I believe, the quantities of ice we eat may contribute 
a good deal towards it ; for I find that, in a very violent heat, 
diere is no such cordial to the spirits as ice, or a draught of 
iee-water; it is not only from the cold it communicates, but, 
Kfce the cold bath, fr'om the suddenness of that communication 
it braces the stomach, and gives a new tone to the fibres. It 
is strange that this piece of luxury (in my opinion the greatest 
of all, and the only healthy one) should be still so much 
n^lected with us. 

<^ I knew an Ekiglish lady at Nice, who in a short time was 
cul^ of a threatening consumption only by a free indulgence 
in the use of ices ; and I am persuaded that, in skilful hands, 
i^ remediaB would be more eflfectual in many of our stomach 
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and in&uBmatary coQ^l^nls^ as hardly aoy thing h^ s 
stronger iiMr. more iiosiiediate eiSrat on the whole fraaie; and 
suiady our adflodnistration of warm drkik^ and potions m tfaeae 
compiainite tend often to nourish the disease. It is the com^ 
mon practice here, in inflammatory complaints, to give ice* 
WMte^ to drink; nay, so fiir have they carried it, that Doeter 
^anghes a cd^ated Sicilian: phyMciao^ covered over the 
\^ea^ and belly of his patients with snow and ice, and they 
assure m in many cases with great success. But, indeed, I 
ovghtjn justice to add, ^at this physician's practice has not 
been generally adopted." 

Our author found in his own person the efficacy of ice. He 
could sit ii^ his chamber, and encounter the severest heat^ 
without his i^irits being in the least affected, while his store 
of that commodity lasted; but he became greatly depressed 
when no longer supplied with the exhilarating draught. 

T^eatii^ of the opera, Mr^ Brydone informs us, that Pa^ 
cberotti was then the first man, and Grabrieli the first woman ; 
but Farinelli produced greater effect than either of them* All 
these three performers have since appeared at the Hay- 
matket, as then predict, and experienced a most brilliant 
recq)tion. 

At length the vthde party left Sicily, infinitely delighted 
wi^th the. island, and at die end of a voyage of two daysj found 
themselves once more at Naples, on the 30th of June. There 
they remained for about three mcmths, partly in order to enjc^ 
the society of Mr. and Mrs. (afterwards Sir William and 
Lady) Hamilton, together with that of the Walshes,, another 
English family, and partly till the time of the MalJria was 
entirdy over. 

" You know the danger of travelling through the Campania 
during that season; which, although it is k>oked upcm by 
many of our doctors as a vulgar error, yet we certainly shall 
not submit ourselves to the experiment. We propose to pass 
the winter at Rom^ where we shall probably find occnpatimi 
enough for four or 'five months. From thence, by Loretto, 
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Bologne^ &c. to Venice; die dd beaten trade. We shaft 
ihen leave the parched fields of Italy, for the delightful coot 
fountains of Switzerland ; where liberty and simplfdty, long 
since banished from polished nations, still flourish in theii^ 
original purity; where the temperature and moderation of the 
climate, and that of thdr inhabitants, are mntuaHy enAl4- 
matical of each other. For whilst other nations are scordted 
by the heat of the sun, and the still more scorehmg heats of 
tyranny and superstition, there the genial breezes for ever fan' 
the air, and heighten that alacrity and joy, which liberty and 
innocence alone can inspire; there, the genid flow of die soul 
has never yet been checked by the idle and useless refinements 
of art ; but opens and expands itself to all the calls of affection 
and benevolence.** 

Having indulged in a few more excursions in the vicinity 
of Naples, the subject of this memoir accompanied the late 
Oolonel Fullarton to Rome^ where they spent the winter. On 
the approach of spring they repaired to Venice ; and after 
passing the summer partly at Geneva and partly^ in Switzer- 
land, they arrived in England in the autumn of 1771. 

Soon after their return, Mr. Fullarton, who was intended 
for the diplomatic line, commenced his career at the Court of 
France, and became, first, private secretary to the late Lord 
Stormont, then our ambassador at Versailles, and, at length, 
secretary of legation. He afterwards engaged in the military 
profession, commanded a large body of troops in India, and 
was finally nomiiiated one of the three commissioners for the 
government of Trinidad. As for Mr. Brydone, he also ob- 
Uaaaed a respectable appointment under gqvemment, and after 
the publication of his travels, which procured for him no 
focdmon share of credit and respect, was nominated a mem- 
ber of several learned societies, and occasionally published 
many able papers, in the Philosophical Transactions. The 
ktler part of his Hfe was spent in retirement, and almost 
in obsairityt and, having quitted the busy scenes of life, he 
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4icd in 1818, at an advanced age, greatly respected by all hid ' 
incnds. 

Our antbor made bis appearance in tbe world at a period 
wben tbe doctrines laid down by Newton, respecting attrac-* 
tion and gravitation, began to be generally received ; while 
tbose whose tenets he bad objected to had sunk into insigni- 
ficance. ^^ I have seal many rigid Newtcmians,'' observes be^ 
in one of his publications, << who could bear with much more 
temper to hear the Divinity of our Saviour called in question, 
than that of Sir Isaac ; and looked on a Cartesian or a Ptolo- 
mean as a worse species of infidel than an atheist. I remem- 
ber when I was at college to have seen one heretic to their doc- 
trine of gravity, very sudd^y converted by being tossed in 
a blanket ; and another, who denied the law of centripetal 
and centrifiigal fi)rces, soon brought to assent by having the 
demonstration made on his shoulders, by a stone whisked at 
tbe end of a string." 

It was at this period, too, that the Franklintan philosophy 
began to be disclosed. The doctrine of electricity made a 
deep impression on the sulgect of these memoirs, who was 
accustomed frequency to make the experiment with the electri- 
cal kite that entitled the Trans- Atlantic philosopher to the . 
<< Eripuit Fulm^i Cselo," and both his writings and converse 
ation were deeply imbued with this subject. It must have 
been already perceived that Mr, Brydone attributed many 
of tbe phenomena of nature to electricity; and, indeed. Dr. 
Franklin, a little before his death, was accustomed to observe, 
** that we were ' on the verge of some great discovery, and 
that this branch of science was but in its infancy." Our tra- 
veller, who was one of his most zealous disciples, had early 
in life imbibed the very same notion; and this was greatly 
fortified by an accident that occurred to a lady of his acquaint- 
ance, Mrs. Douglas, of Kelso, who had almost lost her life dur- 
ing a thunder-storm, by exposing herself at an open window, 
with a fashionable cap, mounted on wire, without using an 
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cieetrical conductor. The lightning was attracted by the 
wire^ and the cap was burnt to ashes. Happily the hair waa 
in its natural state, without paper, pomatum, or pins, which 
alcme prevented a catastrophe ! He himself was at length 
accustomed to observe, that he never combed his head or 
took off his stockings without detecting the electric fluid. }n 
short, he deemed this a fifth element, distinct from, and 
superior to the other fpur. 

Many celebrated writers have agreed fully with him, as to 
the beneficial effects of electricity on vegetation. Bertholon, 
in support of it, quotes the tiestimony of the Abbe Toaldo, 
who beheld two wild jasmines on the borders of the Brenta^ 
that happened to be twisted around a conductor^ attain 
a most astonishing size. On the other hand, it must be fairly 
added, that Saussure, during his travels among the Alps, 
thought he discovered the order of nature to have taken a 
contrary direction. 

It has been objected to Mr. Brydone, that by means of his 
justly celebrated performance he has contrived to engender 
* some doubts in the Christian world. It is urged, in particular, 
that his philosophical speculations are not consonant to the 
opinions received and propagated by the Church, *^ having .in* 
fused the infidel objections of the Canon Recupero into the 
minds of his readers.'^ 

Indeed, his insinuations against the Mosaic account of the 
creation have been answered by several eminent divines^ to 
which, we believe, he on his part never' took the trouble to 
reply. 

List of the Works of the late Patrick Brydone^ Esq. 

1. Tour through Sicily and Malta, 

2. Several Papers in the Philosophical Transactions. 
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GEORGE WILSON MEADLEY, Esq. 

1 HE suligect of this memoir was esteetaed by his friends on 
account of his amiable manners, his rare endowments, and hi^ 
ardent, but judicious, love of constitutional liberty. To the 
world he was known by a series of publications, which occasion- 
ally conferred a certain degree of celebrity on his name, and to- 
wards the close of his short career, raised him considerably in 
the public estimation. During one of his periodical excursions, 
he visited the author of this article in the country ; and he had 
afterwards frequent communications with him in the succeeding 
autumn and winter, in London. 

George Wilson Meadley first saw the light at the con- 
fluence of the Wear and the ocean, having been born at 
Sunderland, in the county- palatine of Durham, January 1, 
1774. At a very early period of life he lost his father; but 
his education does not appear to have been neglected. After 
the usual initiatory studies, the youth was sent to school at 
Witton-le-Wear, a ismall village three miles from Bishop- 
Auckland ; and it was his good fortune to have the Rev. John 
Farrer, who is represented " as a very able teacher and excel- 
lent man,*' for his instructor. While there, he either acquired 
or displayed a certain tenaciousness of memory, which not only 
distinguished him from his class-fellows, but actually proved 
serviceable to his future pursuits in life. He was accordingly 
enabled to master his lessons with a singular degree of ease and 
facility ; and to this he afterwards, at a maturer period, added a 
certain felicity of classification and combination, which conferred 
great advantages in respect to his studies. Thus, both in the 
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departments of history and biography, he was enabled to 
acquire and to maintain a certain degree of excellence that 
could not fail, in due time, to acquire him fame. 

His family was respectable, and his &ther had succeeded in 
trade : it was not, therefore, the Res Angusta Domi that entirely 
precluded him from completing his studies at one of the two 
English universities. He appears to have been satisfied with 
the resources of a provincial education, and the usual routine 
of a country school. 

Either unable or unwilling to accomplish this grand object, 
his youthful ambition was soon after fixed on another, which 
he at length happily accomplished. Mr. Meadley had been 
induced, like some others of his fiunily, to embrace commerce 
as a profession ; but he soon became weary of a sedentary em- 
ployment, and tare and tret^ and every thing connected with 
old Cocker at lengdi became odious to him. 

He had, by this time, imbibed an ard^t desire for foreign 
travel. He longed to realise the dreams of his early youth ; to 
visit the classic land of Italy ; to breathe the same air with the 
poets, historians, and patriots, c^ ancient times; to contemplate 
the beautiful scenery whidi Virgil had so aptly and elegantly 
described ! He was eager to visit the country which had 
twice subdued mankind ; once by arms, and once by super- 
stition. But he languished, above all things, to behold the 
capitoI, and to contemplate that spot where the first usurper 
of the Csesarean line, whose life was devoted by the laws to the 
infernal deities, perished und^ the steel of 'Brutu% and the 
other avengers of Roman liberty. 

But to accomplish all this, required wealth as well as energy ; 
and unluckily the former of these was not then exactly at his 
command. However, he at length made a compromise with his 
feelings; and, as it was impossible for him to view the ancient 
Latium as a mere traveller, he determined to unite two charac- 
ters in his own person, better known to ancient than to modem: 
times. Mr. Meadley accordingly sailed for the Mediterranean, 
about the year 1796, in the strange and singular character of 
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^ merchant;tourjist He perhaps recollected, that Solon, the 
great lawgiver of. antiquity, had addicted himself to com- 
merce in the earlier part of his life, and during the time when 
he imbibed and united in his own person all the wisdom of 
distant nations* Nor would he be displeased, perhaps, to 
recollect that ^< the divine Plato" did not disdain to make aa 
ipyestment of the produce of Greece, to defray the expenses of 
his voyage to Egypt }^ and that the oil of Attica obtained fpr 
him a knowledge of the secrets of Memphis ! 

After visiting the Continent, Mr. Meadley landed in several 
^arts of Italy ; and while at Naples, visited one of his senatorial 
countrymen *y ebbing out the last remains of an interesting 
but scanty life, dedicated to virtue, and distinguished by 
puUic spirit. 

Not content with this, he touched at several of the islands, of 
the Mediterranean, and thu^ contemplated many of the places 
described by the majestic muse of Homer. He beheld with 
rapture^several parts of the Archipelago, where the females, as 
in ancient times, still ply the shuttle beneath the shade of a 
neighbouring grove. He visited Smyrna and Byzantium ,- he 
i3eheld the modem Greek sighing for liberty, amidst the ruins 
qf the palaces and temples of his ancestors; and he had an 
opportunity to witness the manners of the modern Turk, at 
once a tyrant and a slave. 

Our traveller doubtless kept a journal of his voyages, and 
his adventures; and }f, is greatly to be lamented that he did 
not publish it on his return. The whole of his. peregrinations 
abounded with incidents, and those not unfrequently of a new 
;and singular kind. We know not, indeed, whether he could 
have enriched his narrative with a shipwreck, or descDbed his 
piteous situation, as a slave at Tetuan or Algiers. Certain it 
is, however, that the subject of this memoir was exposed to all 
the horrors of war, both by land and sea ; that he was captured 
by the enemy, experienced soon after all the joys of an unex- 

* The late Mr. L«mbtt»n, Knight of the Shh-e for the County-Palatine of 
Durham. . 
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pected deliverance; and in short, underwent and oi^^rcame 
many more difficulties and dangers, than areutnally conceived 
by the utmost stretch of imagination on the part of one of our 
modern novel writers. 

Mr. Meadley returned to his native country, at the end of 
about a year and a half, with his mind refreshed by foreign 
travel, and his ideas greatly enlarged by what he had seen and 
what he had heard. 

Soon after he had entered the paternal mansion at Bishop* 
Wearmouth, he visited Dr. Paley, who had become at once 
the rector and a resident in that parish which contains the 
mother-church <^ Sunderland ; to this valuable living he was 
presented by his friend the Bishop of Durham. From this 
period, the subject of this memoir appears to have kept up an 
intercourse, and to have lived in a certain degree of familiarity, 
with that celebrated divine : a circumstance not a little credit- 
able to both, as they differed in important religions points ; 
and doubly honourable to the Doctor, who was of course firmly 
attached to the tenets of the church of England. 

Ailer a short residence of about two years at home^ Mr. 
Meadley, whose fortune had not been greatly benefited by his 
voyage to the Mediterranean^ contrived once more to indulge 
his taste for contemplating the manners and customs of differ- 
ent countries. Accordingly, in 1801, we find him in the city 
of Dantzic ; and in 1803, he found means to visit a large por- 
tion of Germany. His peregrinations, on this occasion, appear 
to have been regulated with the strictest economy. 

After residing a short time at Hamburgh, and rendering 
himself acquainted with the commerce of the Elbe, he actually 
traveled on foot firom that city through the duchy of Holstein, 
and took up his abode for a few days at Lubeck. Of this pe- 
destrian tour, an account drawn up by himself is still in 
existence. 

Of the former of these excursions he has' also left an 
account, which shall be here transcribed ; but it may be neces-< 
sary to premise, that although the youthful bosom of Mr. 

1 2 
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'Meadley had beaten responsive to the first efforts for liberty ia 
France; yet, as will be immediately seen, he detested the usurp- 
ation of Bonaparte, who had violated public freedcMu, and all 
laws, both human and divine;, solely to gratify his ambition. 
Accordingly, he aiigured nothing but evil, both at home ana 
abroad, to arise to a neighbouring nation from his domination. 

*^ At this important period,** observes he, ^^ when the un- 
principled ambition of a military despot, after triumphing over 
die independence of Southern Europe, has turned his ferocious 
troops into the North of Germany ; and, devastating the fertile 
4elds of Hanover, threatens the political annihilation of the 
yet remaining Hanse towns : at a time, too, when the naval 
superi(M*ity of Britain is once more boldly asserted by the 
blockade of the Elbe, and the Powers of the North invited by 
a great example to maintain inviolate. the independence of their 
countries, and resist the intrusion of a foi:eign host, the public 
iEittention is naturally directed towards these scenes of action^ 
and every connected r^ion becomes an object of particular 
regard. 

^^ The Elbe claims peculiar distinction among the rivers of 
Europe, not merely from its commercial importance, but as 
the boundary of the Roman conqueste towards the North ; for 
there the veteran troops. whom Drusus had Icxig led to victory, 
were awed, under the command of Tiberius, by the warlike 
appearance of the Saxon hosts, frowning defiance from its 
northern banks. From this once sacred stream to the western 
shores of the Baltic, decisive marks of human industry are 
every where displayed, whether in the crowded streets and 
stately buildings of the proud commercial city, or in the cul- 
tured fields and rustic habitations of the adjacent plains. A 
general view of this important country, as it appeared during 
a short but recent excursion, and a more minute description 
of these two great commercial emporiums, which once fonned 
distinguished members of the Hanseatic league, and still retain 
the name of independent cities *, may not, at this moment, be 

♦ Hambargh and Lubcck. 
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devoid of interest with the Britbh public, faowey^ feeble tbe^ 
abilities of the writer, or inadequate bis information concerning 
objects he is thus attempting to describe. 

^< I embarked on board a small merchant-vessel, early in the 
month of April, which, taking her departure from ♦♦♦♦♦♦*• 
«**#•» j,j ^g North of England, with light and variable 
breezes : made, during die sixth night cf her vojrag^ the 
light-house on Heligdand. This important beacon for all 
vessels whose course is directed to the Eyder, the Weser, or 
the Elbe^ presents itself at the distance of five or six leagues in 
clear weather, rises 240 feet above the flat surfiice of the island, 
and is kept burning during the whole year. Though now the 
resid^ice of none but fishettnen or jnlots, Heligoland, or Hofy 
Island (probably deriving its name front some monastic foun- 
dation), claims consideration in the annals of Europe during 
the darkness of the middle ages. It was an important station 
of the Anglo-Saxons previous to their settlement in Britain,, 
and a terror to Europe during the subsequent depredations of 
the lawless pirates of the North. Situated in 54® 11' nortkr 
latitude^ and in 8<^ 33' longitude east from the meridian of 
Greoiwich, it affords shelter and anchorage^ in times of dan- 
ger, both behind its eastern clifis and in the channd, three 
quarters of a mile in breadth, which now divides it from the 
once contiguous sand-downs. Sulgected for some years to the 
Dukes of Holstein-Gottorp, it became finally dependent on the 
Crown of Denmark in 1714. The navigation, in these pails, 
is rendered peculiarly difiicult by the force and rapidity of the 
currents, when these are not surmounted by a strpi^and steady 
breeze. We were consequently plying for many hours, 
alternately favoured and retarded by each of these contending 
elements, before we were enabled to anchor for the night at 
the mouth of the Elbe. 

" At the dawn of day, on Sunday the 10th of April, we 
took a pilot from the hoy stationed near the red buoy, and 
with a flowing tide, and a favourable west wind, rapidly 
^iscended the river. Passing the beacons at Nieuwerk, and the 

I 3 
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town of Cuxlmveny a small dependeacy of Hamburgh, from 
whence the principal communication between England and the 
North of Europe has been hitherto maintained, we coasted 
along the flat shores of Hanover % which present a frequent 
recurrence of viUages, houses, windmills, and churches, but are 
Teiy i^mringiy decorated with wood. Still more bare, but 
equally populous, the coast of Holstein, once the principal 
residence of our Saxon ancestors^ gradually rose above the 
horiason, and marked the bounds of the majestic rrrer, dirongh 
which we smoothly glided with the ascending tide. The dum* 
nel is carefidly marked out with black and white buoys, placed 
in regular succession from the mouth of the river, alternately 
ver^ng towards either shore. About two P.M. we conse- 
quently approached the coast of Hdstein, and afterwarda 
changed our pilot at the creek near the village of St. Margaret* 
Before the ebbing tide obliged ns to bring up for the n^ht, we 
passed Gliickestadt, one of the principal dties in diis territory, 
situated on the river Storre, a stream which once gave the 
name of Stormania to that division of Holstein which is situated 
towards the east. A thick mist after sunrise prevented' our 
taking advantage of the eailiest flood, and the morning was far 
spent before we reached Stadt, a city in the Hanoverian terri- 
tories, where a toll is collected from all vessels passing up the^ 
Elbe, to the annual amount, I believe^ of eighty thousand 
pounds sterling. The ships of England and Hamburgh alone 
are exctftsed from anchoring here ; but a boat is r^ubirly dis- 
patched from the guard-ship to convey a messenger with their 
papers to the shore. 

* The roads in this country, if we may give unlimited credit to travellers^ who, having 
reached Cuzhaveu in the English packdtsj parsue their journey from theoce to Ham- 
burgh by land) are execrably bad^ the carriages in the highest degree inconvenient, and 
the laadlords imposing knaves. But ought we not to make some allowance for the 
chagrin of those who probably for the first time exchange tlie ease of a stage-coach, and = 
the accommodations of an English inn, for the jol^ng of a stool-waggon^ and the enter- 
tainment of a German post-house ? For such, therefore, who cannot, or who will not, 
submit patiently to the inconvtnieiicies of the only modes of land-travelling this country ' 
affords, it is xxiore advisable to proceed, if the wind permits, by water, either in the , 
packet-boat lately established between Hamburgh and Cuxhaveu, or in such other con- 
veyance as opportunity presents. 
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** Tlie country on both sides now assumes a more engaging 
taped ; frequent graves contribute to enliven the scenery, and 
the dull uniformity of a flat surface is interrupted by the view 
of distant hills. But slimy marshes here occur more frequently 
on^ either coast ; and string embankments are nece^ary, in 
many places, to prevent the encroachments of the river. To 
the great detriment of the navigation of this important river, 
and perhaps to the still greater annoyance of the anxious triar 
veller, the principal bars in the Elbe occur in the environs of 
Blankenese, and almost within prospect of the wished-for 
port. On some of these the water is so shoal as to render the 
passage of loaded vessels impracticable, except when the tide is 
at its height. In other places, the channel in this spacious 
stream is so narrow as to render a beating-passage difficult, ^ 
more especially where its^ winding course changes every mo- 
ment the track of the vessel, and a hilly coast occasions a 
frequent recurrence of variable winds. Wind and tide being 
thus equally requisite to ensure an expeditious voyage, with a 
favourable breeze, the vessel is too frequently detained ibr want 
of water ; and at the height of the flood-tide, impeded by light 
and variable winds. Such was precisely our case; for we 
experienced each varying hindrance, as we approached or 
passed Blankenese, a chain of barren hiils^ which we had seen 
in distant prospect, and which rise on the coast of Holstein, 
from the margin of the stream. A large village, the residence 
of fishermen or pilots, whose boats were moored along the 
shore, is situated in the hollows towards the eastern extremity, 
whilst some more conspicuous buildings crown the summits of 
these hills. The lofty towers of Hamburgh now rose in dis- 
tant .prospect ; and as we advanced, the rattling of carriages 
upon the shore announced the near approach to this distin- 
guished city. But the wind was still light and variable, the- 
flood-tide was almost done, and it was scarcely probable the 
vessel could reach her port before the close of day. 

" Expressing a wish to land, I was readily accommodated 
with the boat, and in a few minutes landed at the Devil's 

I 4 
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Bridge, a small village in Holstein, situated immediately OD;tbe 
beach. After walking about two hundred paces, I ascended a 
rising ground to the eastward, and soon found myself in the 
midst of a spacious road, fringed with gardens, which were 
decorated with houses both of wood and stone, pavilions, and 
various other ornaments, in the fashion of the country. I pro- 
ceeded along a spacious causeway, alternately losing and 
regaining very beautiful prospects of the Elbe. The road 
was covered with carriages, some of them in the fashion of 
England, but for the most part long wicker baskets, capable of 
holding with ease ten or a dozen people, and all crammed with 
a promiscuous concourse <of men, women, and children, driving 
furiously towards the city. Though the rapid succession of 
these vehicles covered me continually with dust, the direction 
they all moved in rendered me perfectly easy with regard to 
the road I had taken ; for though a stranger to the country, I 
determined not uselessly to betray my ignorance by the inac- 
curacy of the dialect in which, for the first time, I should 
attempt to converse. 

" Several houses of entertainment, all thronged with visitors, 
occurred successively upon the road. It was the festival of 
Easter Monday : the demon of commerce was asleep, and the 
Hamburghers were all making meiTy. As I advanced, a 
multitude of foot-passengers, continually augmenting, joined 
upon the road. With them I paraded through the PaiUe 
Maille^ and various streets of Altona, and passed the sentry 
stationed at the eastern extremity of this city. We proceeded 
along a stately walk leading through a sandy plain, about a 
quarter of a mile in length, towards the gates of Hamburgh, 
which I entered unnoticed with the crowd. 

" The silence I had hitherto preserved could now no longer 
serve me : the day was drawing to a close, and I wanted lodg- 
ings for the night. After some ineffectual efforts to procure a 
direction to some merchants for whom I had letters of intro- 
duction, or to the Kaiser's Hof, the hotel at which I intended 
to fix my quarters, I casually rencountered an English ac- 
quaintance. After exciting the astonishment of one of his 
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<iompaiibn8 (dt least so the gendeman pretended) at my bold- 
ness, in thus daring to alter Hamburgh, a stranger and alone, 
I was enaUed, by my countryman's assistance, to procure a 
porter, and particular directions for every gtxitleman to whom 
-I was addressed* Fortunately one of these (for on a holiday it 
was doubtful) I found at home ; and, after delivering my cre- 
dentials, was by him conducted to the Kaiser's Hof." 

After a residence of some duration in Eqgland, Mr. Meadley 
in 1809, published " Memoir3 of William Paley, D.D.," 
which were inscribed ** To the Friends of Civil and Religious 
Liberty, of Private Happiness and Public Virtue." He 
laments, that after the lapse of three years, such slight notice 
has been taken of a Divine, whose character as a man, and 
services as an author, stand in high estimation. 

** It often happens," observes he, " that the cast of an 
author's sentiments may be traced to something peculiar in the 
habits or situation of the man. It is often lamented that the 
man should be very unlike the author. But in the case of 
Dr. Paley, the author is a genuine, grave, and dignified exhi- 
bition of the man himself; and those who knew him personally 
enjoy much more vividly, on that very account, every quaint- 
ness of phrase, and every shrewdness of remark, that occurs in 
his writings. 

" His biography, therefore, should by no means be com- 
posed on too solemn and sombre a plan ; for unless his ori- 
ginality and humour in common life be brought forward, 
there is no clue to discover the sources of that strong home- 
toudb of his pen, that practicality and tact in his reasoning, 
in which he has been very rarely excelled. Hence, the lighter 
anecdotes related in these memoirs^ became necessary to a just 
delineation of his character, though their undue intrusion has 
been avoided, as they form the relief rather than the ground- 
work of the design." 

William Paley was bom in Peterborough in July, 1743, his 
father being a minor canon of that cathedral. He is repre- 
sented as a boy of great promise from his early youth. He 
was sent to Cambridge in 1759, at the age of sixteen; on 
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which occasion, his father observed to a pufSil, ^^ My son i^ 
sent to coU^e : he'll turn out a great man, — very great 
indeed. I'm very certain of it; for he has by far the clearest 
head I erer met with in my life." 

While rendent there, mach agitation took place on the part 
of those who prayed for rdief from a subscription to articles 
of faith as practised by the churdi of England. Young Paley 
appeared friendly to their views ; but when urged to join, he 
used jocularly to allege in excuse for his refusal, that " he 
could not afford to keep a conscience !"* 

Having become chaplain to the celebrated Dr. Law, Bishop 
of Carlisle^ he socm after preached an ordination sermon, in 
which he iiisisted, that <^ frugality is a virtue of the first im^ 
pcMtance:" he, at the same time, inculcated the advantage of 
** leatning^ to Hve alone," since retirement is the foundation of 
almost every other good habit. 

After being presented, in succession, with the respectable 
ecclesiastical appointments of- Archdeacon and Chancellor of 
Carlisle, Dr. Paley most unexpectedly obtained from Dr. 
Barrington, the present Bishop of Durham, the valuable 
rectory of Bishop Wearmouth, estimated at 1200/. per 
annum. 

It was during his residence there that Mr. Meadley became 
first known to him. " The writer of these Memoirs^ who, during 
the period of his acquaintance with Dr. Paley, made three 
separate excursions into foreign countries, generally underwent 
the most minute investigations after his return. On their first 
interview, after a voyage of several months to the South of Italy 
and the Levant, Dr. Paley pressed him with a succession of 
enquiries, both as to the direct objects of his attention and 
incidental occurrences, during many hours ; nor was the dis- 
course closed even then, but was frequently renewed in 
conversation afterwards. The queries thus proposed were 
pertinent, often very forcibly expressed, and pointing to the 
answer required, but by no means methodically pursued. It 
is much to be lamented that the heads of such conversations 
could not be accurately preserved ; for they were strongly 
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marked with Dr. Pale3r's keen and sagacious manner of put- 
ting questions, and with his extraordinary grasp of intellect." 

The author concludes his interesting volume, with a very 
favourable character of his ecclesiastical friend) whom he 
praises for having discharged all the oCBces of life with distin- 
guished reputation. He was a good husband, an excellent 
fiither, and a warm-hearted friend ; and his charity was so 
^Etensive as even to include the street beggar. 

" Few men," we are told, " en^joyed the pleasures of life 
with greater zest than Dr. Paley ; few men bore more firmly 
with its pains. He always appeared wdl satisfied with the lot 
assigned him, and in all the changes <^his fortune, attributed 
more to the munificence of his patron, than to his own deserts. 
His life he often stated to have been a h^^py one, and his suc- 
cess to have far exceeded his most sanguine hopes. His early 
preferments he deemed a liberal provision, much exceeding 
his pretensions ; and the ecclesiastical situations in which he 
was afterwards placed, as more than adequate to every object 
of reasonable ambition.* 

^' Dr. Paley, indeed, could never be deemed a preferment-* 
hunter in any period, of his life ; he was not dP a nature to 
take root ; he had a mind superior to all those little arts, by 
which patronage is too frequeatly acquired. The patronage 
actually bestowed on him, was either the fruit of private 
friendship, or the reward of great and universally acknow- 
ledged merit. That such a man, in this enlightened age 
and nation, was not advanced to a bishopric, will ever remain 
an indelible blot on the character of those, who dispensed the 
honours of the British hierarchy during his latter years. It 
has, however, been reported that a late prime minister did ac- 
tually recommend him for a vacant mitre ; but that a very 
high dignitary of the church being consulted, prevented his 
elevation by hinting against some passages in his works. His 
most important services to Christianity were therefore, as it 

* Natural Theology, Dedication, p. iv. 
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seems, neglected; because, in one department of his writings^ 
he had boldly maintained the claims of conscience and reli- 
gious liberty ; and, in another, had given a forcible expression 
to some obvious but uncourtly truths. 

** The promotion of Dr. Paley to a bishopric, would liave 
done honour to the administration of Mr. Pitt, as it might 
justly have been attributed to disinterested motives. But, un- 
fortunately for the reputation of the premier, and for the pub-' 
lie interest, whilst men, whom it is no disparagement to call 
inferior, were successively raised to that dignity. Dr. Paley 
passed through life in comparatively private stations, and died 
a rector, a prebendary, and a sul>dean. 
. ** But the truly liberal, of his own and succeeding times, 
will confer the highest honours on his name. They will ever 
rank him in the number of those who, by the exertions of a 
clear and vigorous understanding, have risen to the office of 
instructing nations, and of contributing, by their wisdom, to be- 
nefit the most essential interests of mankind*'' 

Soon after the death of that very extraordinary woman, 
Mrs. Jebb, Mr. Meadley, at the request of a gentleman, men- 
tioned in the following dedication, undertook to write her lifo. 

TO 

The Reverend JOHN DISNEY, D.D. F.S. A. 

THE " 
FRIEND AND BIOGRAPHER 
OP 

Dr. jebb, 
these memoirs 

OP 

HIS LAMENTED WIDOW, 

WHOSE HEART WAS IN UNISON 

WITH ALL HIS PRINCIPLES, 

ARE 

MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GEORGE WILSOK MEADLET, ESQ. 1S5 

We are tdd, by way of introduction, that ^^ to preserve 
the memory c£ departed worth, and more especially to dis- 
play the advantages of intellectual and moral culture, and 
their united influence in alleviating the pains of bodily suf- 
fering, and making age at once happy and venerable, is the 
object of these brief memoirs." The maiden name of Mrs. 
Jebb, was Ann Torkington : she was the eldest daughter of 
the Reverend James Torkington, by Lady Dorothy Sherard, 
daughter of Philip, second Earl of Harborough. The birth 
of this accomplished female took place^ November 9, 1785, 
at IGng^s Rippon in Huntingdonshire, of which her father 
was rector. 

^< As her education was for the most part private, and her 
early life passed chiefly in retirement, her manners, when she 
was first introduced into society, were unusually timid and re- 
served. But by cultivating a turn for reading and reflection 
she had so sedulously improved herself, as to display, even 
then, the promise of a vigorous and comprehensive mindL 
In person, she was thin and small ; her complexion was pale 
and wan, indicating a very delicate constitution ; but her 
figure and her hand were elegantly formed, and her counte- 
nance, beaming with animation and benevolence, was strik- 
ingly characteristic of her heart 

*' At a ball in Huntingdon, she was introduced to Mr. 
Jebb, a young clergyman, residing at Cambridge, as a private 
tutor in the university, and a fellow of Peter House. As 
* their hearts and understandings were formed for each other,' 
a mutual attachment soon ensued, and they were married 
December 29, 1 764, when Mr. Jebb had been recently pre- 
sented to his first preferment in the Church. His connection 
with the university, however, was not closed with the loss of 
the fellowship, and his lectures on mathematics and theology 
were, for several years, most respectably attended. Amongst 
his friends and pupils he was highly and deservedly esteemed, 
as well for the superiority of his talents and attainments, as' 
for the integrity of his principles and the manly independence 
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of bis mind. In Mrs« Jebb, be bad cbosen a companion of sen- 
timents and feelings congenial to his own, and r^rding her 
with the liveliest affectioo, he consulted her ofmiion oneverjr 
subject in which he was successively engaged." 

This accomplished lady now presided over the ** tea parties'* 
at which her husband and herself were accustomed to reedve 
their friends; her conversation, we are told, and, indeed, we our- 
selves know, was sprightly, argumentative, and profound ; and 
it wa6 soon discovered by her friends, that such superior powers 
of female intellect were, by no means, inconsistent with' the 
liveliest sensibilities of a female heart. On all occasions, she 
was an able advocate for, and gave the most decided support 
to the opinions of her husband, both ecclesiastical; and 
academical. 

" At length,'* observes her biographer, "the great contro- 
versy on the propriety of receiving subscription to articles of 
faith, as practised by the Church of England, led to a more 
general display of tbosie labilities, which had hitherto been con- 
fined to the intercourse of her private life. Mr. Jebb, con- 
ceiving every attempt to interfere with the rights of conscience 
in the interpretation of Scripture, to be an infringement of the 
true protestant principles, was one of the most active of the 
clerical petitioners, vindicating, in the boldest language, the 
justice of their claim to relief; and Mrs. Jebb, who entered 
into all his feelings, was equally strenuous in their support : 
by turns appalling the most formidable champions of subscrip- 
tion, whose productions appeared, like her own, in tiienews" 
paperSf or whose sermons and charges more openly provoked 
her attack. Amongst others, she repeatedly addressed her- 
self to Dr. Randolph (the President of C. C. C, and Arch-, 
deacon of Oxford,) Dr. HaUifax (afterwards Bishop of St. 
Asaph), and Dr. Balguy (Archdeacon of Winchester), in the 
London Chronicle, under the signature of Priscilla, detecting 
the weak point of their argument, and exposing the sophistry 
by which it was maintained. But superior to the little arts of 
controversy, she defended her cause by reasoning alone. 
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< Calumny,' she observed in her letter to Dr. Hallifax^ March 
24, 1772, * never gained a disciple, never satisfied a doubting 
mind; invectives may harden, but can never enlighten the 
understanding ; no difficulty w^ ever solved by abuse.' 

" Are you. Dr. Hallifax," continued she, " acquainted with 
the petitioners ? If you are, I think you must know them to 
i^ worthy of your esteem. If you know them not, why call 
you them perfidious ? Why talk of their malignity ? Their 
ignorance of antiquity ? Why think you that they have an 
^overweening fondness for novelties ; and say that they use un- 
due arts to mislead the rising generation, and to bring in . 
damnable heresies ? Have they publi8he4 their opinions ? If 
so, you should have directed us to their works. Or have you 
beai intimately connected with them? Have you been in- 
dulged with their private thoughts, and under the mask of 
fiiendship dived into the secrets of their soul ? And do you 
thus requite their confidence? It cannot be; the honest heart 
shudders at the base idea ! The serpent who b^uiled Eve; 
would not be more dangerous than such a man. No, it is im- 
possible; it is report alone that has raised the alarm of danger 
to religion ; you suddenly started up to combat an imagined 
foe ; and perceived not, till you had discharged your enve- 
nomed darts, that you wasted them in air." 

Dr. Hallifax, we are told, felt the keenness of " Priscilla's" 
pen so poignantly, that he called ori Wilkie, the publisher, to 
advise him " to print no more of her letters, for it was cfnly 
Jebb's wife ;*' and in her reply to Dr. Randolph's charge, it 
was so completely answered by this distinguished female, that 
Dr. Paley, " both quaintly and happily observed on the occa- 
sion, * the Lord hath sold Sisera into the hands of a nwmaiu^* 
Mr. Jebb, having declared in favour, of annual exdminaUons 
at Cambridge, his wife very ably supported him on this ooca- 
sion : and when, in consequence of his belief in the divine 
unity, he grew uneasy under the discharge of his clerical du- 
ties she most heartily concurred in the resignation of his pre- 
ferments in September, 1775. After this they removed to 
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London, where Mr. Jebb^ having obtained a diploma from St. 
Andrews, practised as a physician. They now frequented the 
chapel where the late Mr. Lindsey in Essex then preached, 
and cultivated an intimacy with the archdeacon Black- 
burne and Dr. Priestley. 

Both alike reprobated the war of coercion, just under- 
taken against America ; took a leading part in the measures 
then adopted for a reform in parliament ; and in all the great 
constitutional questions which were agitated in the public 
prints. " Amongst these the liberties of the Irish were pre- . 
eminent, from the formidable attitude which that nation had 
of late assumed ; and they were amongst the first to point out 
the propriety of admitting the Roman Catholics to the fall 
enjoyment of the elective franchise, as a mea^s of consolidat- 
ing their recently acquired independence, and of interesting 
every portion of the inhabitants in pursuit of the much wished 
reform. For a time, they concurred in applauding the prin- 
ciples and conduct of Mr. Fox ; and again in condemning the 
apparent desertion of those principles, on the ill fated coalition 
with Lord North, in 1783. And yet, when Dr. Jebb, in a de- 
sponding moment, was lamenting that great man as irretriev- 
ably lost to the cause of freedom, his wife encouraged him 
never to despair ; ** for Mr. Fox, she was convinced, on some 
happier occasion, would prove himself still worthy of his 
former fame.*' 

" But they were far from being deluded by the specious 
pretences of Mr. Pitt, whose sincerity they doubted, and whose 
new connexions they deemed, on the whole, as objectionable as 
those in which his rival were involved. As a reformer, indeed. 
Dr. Jebb had approved Mr. Pitt's early exertions, and, on 
his first appearance as a candidate to represent the University' 
of Cambridge, had given him a decided support ; but after- 
wards, on his elevation to the premiership, he saw so much to 
disapprove in his proceedings, that he was actually hesitating 
to vote for him, when Mrs. Jebb observed, that ^ as he pro- 
mised fairly, she thought a fair trial, at least, should be given 
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ium.* ' They were also sufficiently aware, that U was a contest 
far power, rather than for principle, in which the' exposing 
paities were engaged, and saw much stronger grounds of alarm 
diaA of satisfaction in the conduct of either side. And they 
were consequently very desirous that the real fHends of liberty 
should withhold their support from any administration which 
miglit be formed, until the members should decidedly declare 
th<sir resolution to bring forward and carry into effect a' sub-* 
tantial reform in the constitution of the house of commons.'* 

Hie following passes, also extracted from Mr. Meadle/s 
work, wiH still further elucidate the opinions of both, while 
they record tfie death of one of the parties. 

^ On their r^urh from' an excursion to Buxtcm, in Che au<* 
turan of 1784, their attention was again directed to the gtbeH 
caEOse of parliatnehtary reform, while, from the alarming pro*^ 
eeedfaigs of the government in Ireland, they were induced t<> 
Ibrhi no very favourable presage of the intentions of the mi« 
nistry at home. They were led into a discussion of Ttea 
itiGHTs or JURIES and the law of libels, from the Utie- 
moraUe case of the Bean of St. Asaph, and the importAitt 
questions which that case involved. They took, if possible^ a 
still moref lively interest in the benevolent design of improvittg 
the construction and management of prisons, and of mitigatirig 
the severities of the penal code. And, as the decided enemies 
<^ expression and intolerance, they deprecated the continuance 
of the slave trade, and the imposition of any restraint^ or 
penalties, for a difference of rdigious faith* No disappoint- 
m^ts, no illiberal aspersions, could narrow the philanthropy 
of their hearts ; looking forward in the firm persuasion, that 
nnder the care of a presiding Providence, all things would 
okimaitely and infidlibly terminate in good. 

«* Mrs. Jebb's affection for her husband, thus identified with 
her loVe of freedom and of virtue, was unimpaired by the lapse 
of yemrs. But a union of this deep and intimate nature, was 
too soon unfortunatd^^ cfosed. Dr. Jebb, whose professional 
and pMib exertions had brought on a pranature decay ip 
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his constitution, was sinking fast in a dedine, and his ai& 
fticted wife, afl)er attending him in a fruitless excortioii to 
Oieltenham for relief, watohed over his pillow wkh «yaC 
anxious solicitude, and recaved his last sigh on the evening of 
March 2, ns^.*" 

After a long and painful interval of grief for the loss of so 
excellent a husband, this lady soon evinced, that h&t zeal io 
the cause of civil and religious liberty had esqierienoed no 
abatement. During the combat about the regency, in 17S9, 
Ae saw indeed, in the conduct of both parties, much more to 
censure than to approve, and she considered them as still en* 
gaged in a mere contest for place. She deprecated the doo* 
trine of hereditary rights as advanced by Mr. Fox, though she 
considered it as ^cpedieit to invest the heir-apparent with 
the royal powers. She had no objection to the restrictioDa 
proposed by Mr. Pitt, whidi she thought strictly oonsti^ 
-ttttiooal; but she was very far indeed from approving dift 
■vAoIe of his proceedings. 

^' Mrs. Jebb had already hailed the auspicious dawn <^ the 
French revolution, and sjonpathised in the emancipation of a 
great people from despotic power. Having deprecated the 
attempt of the allied soveragns to restore the degrading yoke 
of the Bourbons, vrith every friend to freedom and humanity, 
she rejoiced in their defeat She lamented still more the rash 
determination of her own country, to take a part in theur 
iniquitous design, and saw no glory or advantage in tl^ most 
•ocoessful war&re^ which could in any respect compensate for 
the misery and desoli^tion to which it must inevitably. lead« 
And, tl»nrefore^ during the alarm, which in 1792 was so art- 
fidly excited, to cover the apostacy of Mr. Pitt firom the cause 
of reform, and to involve England in the intrigues of the 
continent^ she oidjeavoured to dispel the public io&tnation, 
and to induce a more calm and dispassionate consideration of 
die real dangers to be apprehended ftom the delusions of the 
day. In two spirited and judicious letters, addressed under 
popular titles^ to ^ John BuU^ from one of his brethren,'' she 

2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



<|lipoa<d the absurd i^^easoning of tb^ alarmists^ witb equal Ti- 
"Mokyaadahrewdaesa: and, vindicating the great cause of publie 
fipeodom^ she d^recoted the idea of interfering in the c^Medui 
af the Ffench republic^ and pointed out the calamities nvbiiob 
must result from a war as imnecessary as unjust" 

Meanwhile^ it seems Mr. Fox was gradually regaining the 
|dae& which he had originally held in tjiis lady's esteem. At a 
lattar period she lamented his rapidly declining health, and 
wished most heartily that he might live to make a p^iee ; a^ 
events on the con^detion of which, the wishes of that gretl 
statesman were most ard^tly b^t. When he was no more^ 
die turned her eyes towards Mr. Whitbread and Sir Samu4 
Romilly, whom she described as ^^ continuing honest." 

After a long and painfol illness, accompanied by a confine- 
xnei^ of many years, Mrs. Jebb died at h^ house in Halfr 
Moon^Stzeet, Piccadilly, January 80, 1812; and we havr 
been the more particular concerning her life,, imd. quoted 
more fiiUy from her biography, as this work hf^ never beeii 
n^ularly puUidied, and is therefore in the hands of a few 
«Clier fiiends,. one of whom has bem kind aiough to tnuMnilt 
a copy. 

In 1 ai3 Mr. Meadley published his ^ Memoirs of Algernon 
SydnejT,'' which he dedicated to the Rev. John Dkney, 
D. D. F. S. A. ^^ on account of his steady attachment to the 
cause of civil and religious liberty, and the early sacrifice 
made to conscience and to principle.'' 

Our audior laments, that while the name of Algernon 
%dnqr has been held out as an example of pure and disin* 
terested patriotism, so little should have been known of Us 
penonal history. The meagre detail of Collins has becfi 
chiefly followed by every subsequent writer, notwitfastandii^ 
the numerous and important documents since presented to the 
piddic An enlarged view of his life and character has, 
therefore, long been wanting to remove the pr^udioes of the 
%Borant, and to.atmigtbdi the attachment of more generous 
ntnds. 
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*< In attempdh^ to «up{4y -thto obrious ^ksUhratum bt ot» 
ftftttonal literature, the presesit "irtiter hfis spared n6 pains m 
lib enquiries after new and important facts. And^' notindi^ 
standing many disappointments^ he trusts that some corioiis 
and interesting information will be found to hard rewarded 
his research. If, indeed, he had fortunately Succeeded in re- 
<Jovering Sydne/s letters to his uncle^ the Earl of Northum- 
berland, or those successively addressed to Sir John and Sir 
William Temple, he might have done greater justice to the 
iheme« But whilst every attention was paid to his enquiries^ 
by die noble families in whose possession there seemed to be 
the greatest probability of their being still preserved, no traces 
of these letters <x>uld be found. 

<^ The author's access to manuscript authorities has con- 
sequently been confined to a few documents which still reniahi 
tit Penshurst, unnoticed or misquoted by Collins ; and such, as 
being deposited in the public offices, which are now, for the first 
time, presented to the world. But he has - aideavonred to 
supply the defect of original information^ by a careful search 
after all that is contained in the histories, or even in the 
journals of the times : and he has neglected no means of pro- 
curing either facts or illustrations which might tend to the 
improvement of his work, ever remembering the chieiF duty of 
a biographer^ to trace the progress of his hero through sur- 
rounding circumstances, and not too minutely to detail the 
story of his age." 

The Sydneys, or Sidneys^ as they formerly d^iominated 
themselves, were originally of French extraction. They settled 
in England in the reign of Henry II., at which period, one of 
that family (Sir William) accompanied the king as his cham- 
berlain firom Anjou. They chiefly resided in the counties of 
Sussex and Surrey until the rdgn of Edward VI^ who in 
1552, was pleased to reward the services of his tutor, Sir Wil- 
Ham Sydney with this forfeited park and mancur of Penshurst, 
in Kent, on which they removed to Sussex. His son, Sfar 
Heniy, was for many years chief-governor of Ireland ; one 
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of htsgrandaona mas die galknt and accompfibdMd Sir Phitq); 
and Sir Robert, another, obtwied the honours, of the peerage 
feom James L, first as Baron Sydney, of Pensburst, and after- 
4mrds as Viscount Lisle and Earl of Leicester. 
- Algernon, the second son of Robert, the second Eaii of 
Leicester, by the Lady Dorothy Percy, daughter of Henry, 
Earl of Northumberland, was born in 1622; and it is no 
less surprising than true, that the precise month and day has 
never been ascertained by the present or any former bio- 
grapher. Descended from a line of ancestors, distinguished 
no less by the splendour of their family alliances, than the 
eminent virtues displayed, and the high offices exercised by 
them, this youth soon exhibited tal«its of no ordinary kind. 
'During the unhappy civil wars, he took part with the parlia- 
ment, and enjoyed high military rank both in England and 
Ireland. When it was proposed by the ruling party to bring 
Charles to trial, his name was included in th^ list of judges ; 
but although he was present at one or two meetings of the 
commissioners, yet he declined to sit in judgment on his sove- 
reign. Notwithstanding this, on the restoration, he was 
obliged to live a considerable time, as an exile, in foreign 
countries, arid was only permitted to return, at the request of 
his dying father. Being afterwards included in the act of in- 
demnity, he resided in his native country, until cut off, during 
the reign of Charles IL, by one of the most flagitious violations 
<rf* justice that ever disgraced any state in Christendom. 

It is supposed that Algernon Sydney gave great offence to 
the cburt, by his answer to Filmer, in which be not only 
maintained the doctrine of resistance to tyranny, but the right 
<rf the people "to change the families or persons who abused 
•the power wiA which they had been entrusted.^ The peijury 
employed to cat him off; the nomination of a packed jury 
by a sheriff of London ; the brutal conduct of Sir Greorge 
J^eries, by constant^ interrupting the prisoner in his de* 
fimee, aswdl.as by the virulence of his diarge; bis st|bse- 
rquiBt conviction and ^ecoticni; are all facts weU known to 
the pnblio. Indeed, in; the reigir^ WiUiam lU^ the attain^ 
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der was reva:ied, and the whole of the prooeedings, on this 
•memorable occasion, obUterated from the public records^ 

The name of the presiding judge has been long held m 
execration. We are told, indeed, ^< that the inhuman Jeffinrics 
boasted to the king of the important service$ he had r^i^ 
dered hin^ by such a gross violation of law and decency.; and 
is said to have been afterwards rewarded for such services, 
with a present of a valuable ring !" 

After estimating his various cUiims as a patriot, an authox^ 
and a statesman, his bio^apher concludes as follows : 

** Such was Algernon Sydney ; such, by the liberal and eur 
lightened, has he ever been esteemed. His little errors are 
lost in the blaze of transcendent genius; of virtues, such as fall 
not to the common lot of man ! Let those who calumniate his 
character, and revile his principles, remember, that to the 
practical assertion of those very principles, at the revolutioi^ 
England has owed her best superiority over the nations of 
Europe. 

** If he formed too &vourabIe an opinion of the dignity of 
human nature^ and recommended a freedom too pure and toa 
lofty for the passions and prejudices of the mass of mankind; 
it was the error of a mind sublime and generous : the greatest 
benefactors of their species have uniformly cherished an equal 
enthusiasm* And while the censm*es of the venal and the base^ 
are beard of but for a^ moment, the name of Sydney will live 
in the memory of the just, and his conduct will excite the 
emulation of the honourable ; while his character and prin- 
ciples will be applauded by every friend t6 the liberties of 
. Britain. 

** And if, in the revolving annals of her history, that diqr 
shall ever arrive, when the despotic prince and the proffi- 
gate minister shall again prompt the patriot of noble birth to 
do or to die for his country ; then may the image of Algernon 
'^ Sydney rise up to his admiring eye; and against the darkness 
^ &te^ wheth^ its smile cfr his frown awaits bis *^ well-Hxm- 
sidered enterprise,'' let him fortify its spirit by an example of 
magnanimity so choice and so ctmiplete.** 
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*'JM«uiwfaile the hcakh 4>f Mr.Meftdky bsgaa sensibly tio 
decline, notwithstanding which he had engaged in a life of his 
iriend, the late Dr. Disney. This, however, be never lived to 
complete; fi>r, after a lingering illness, he expred towanji^ 
tbe conehiBion of 1818, to the great sorrow of his fitmily and 
friends, 

inscription Tablet, now placed in the. Sunderland Subscription 
lAhrary^ by a Vote of a General Meetings Dec. 22, ld]^8» 

TO HONOUR THE MEMORY, AND PERPETUATE THE EXAMPLE, 

OF 

GEORGE WILSON MEADLEY, 

ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THIS LIBRARY, 
WHO DIED 28th NOV, 1818, IN THE 45tb YEAR OF HIS AGE, 
THIS MAR9LE WAS ERECTED, 
BY THE RESOLUTION 
OF A GENERAL MEETING OF SUBSCRIBERS. 



HIS CORRECT AND EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE, 
HISTORICAL, POLITICAL, AND LITERARY, 
WAS EVER ZEALOUSLY DEVOTED 
TO ADVANCE THE WELFARE OF THIS INSTITUTION, 
WHICH THUS RECORDS 
ITS GREAT AND IRREPARABLE LOSS. 



The following composition, which first appeared in a 
periodical publication, was afterwards printed for the use of, 
and circulated among his friends, by one of whom it has been 
Jdndly communicated to us. 

DIED, 
At Bishop-Wearmouth, on Saturday last, after a short but severe 
illness, aged 4?5, George Wilson Meadley, Esq. author of the Me- 
moirs of Dr. Paley, Algernon Sydney, &c. He was endowed with 
an acute and comprehensive understanding; his miod was stored 
with the treasures of literature in a degree seldom attained but by 
the most painftd and laborious application ; and his memory was 
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nm {MiwenfoL and UtiaoiauB tbat h« co«ldrecaI at pleasure tbe4e^ 
tails of. any event, or the coqtents of any book tbiat bad ever eor 
gaged his attention. 

He had perhaps tead more than any man of his years, and yet 
IHs nental arrangement was so dear and distinct, that his ideaff 
if^^ fdways e^prjessod. with firmness and deciaon ; and on the sd)*- 
ject of general literature his authority was unquestionable. 

*^ In his opinions he was liberal, although it must be acknow- 
ledged that on some subjects, (of which he was undoubtedly the 
master,) his manner occasionally betrayed a conscious superiority; 
butv with his great and universal acquirements, some siuAe is ne-> 
cessary to complete the picture. 

'" Of the merit of the two works above mentioned the public 
have formed a favourable opinion, and a second edition of the for- 
mer is nearly exhausted* If the language of this interesting me- 
moir has beea considered xiccasionally deficient in the graces of 
harmonious diction, it is sufficiently compensated by an inflexible 
adherence to truth ; and by a determined expression of exalted 
and manly sentinient* The Life of Sydney is remarkable for per- 
spicuity of arrangement and energy of style ; and the political opi- 
nions of the author are fully expressed in this bold and vigorous 
sketch. Of his minor tracts and fugitive pieces it is feared no cer- 
tain account has been preserved. — A Memoir of Mrs. Jebb, how- 
ever, is entitled to distinct notice, from its dignified and chastened 
feeling. It was intended * to preserve the memory of departed 
worth,' and was dedicated, with much propriety, to Dr. Disney, 
who was one of the author's literacy friends. In the manner and 
deportment of Mr. Meadley there were certain peculiarities, which 
generally accompany studious habits, but which gradually wear 
away by the collision of polished society. In his general habits he 
was cheerful and communicative; and in His domestic life, he was 
a warm friend, a kind brother, and an affectionate son. — His re- 
mains were interred in the burial-ground of the family in Sunder- 
land church-yard, attended by a numerous train of friends, who 
spontaneously joined the funeral procession, to pay theur last and 
ijaelancholy tribute of respect to the memory of the deceased." 

Thus died, at the age of 45, George Wibon Meadley, a 
man original in his manners, character, and modes of life. 
In respect to religion, he was an UnitariaQ; in politic^, he 
was a Whig of the last c^itury: he deemed the crimes of 
Charles I. desemng of his fate; of course, he venerated the 
memory of Hampden, Sidney, and all the patriots of that day, 
^who contributed to hi& fall. William III. in his eyes appeared 
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a hero; and he hailed that revolation, which, altering the or- 
dinaiy mode of succession, expelled James 11. from the throne, 
and drove him into exile. Faithful to his principles, he con- 
templated vdth equal pride and pleasure that second revolu- 
tion whidi seated the present illustrious house of Brunswick 
on the throne, and, by limiting the prerogatives of our kings, 
rendered their reigns more safe and durable* 

As a writer, Mr. Meadley rather studied to be useful 
than d^ant. His sentiments were bold and manly; and 
he discovered on every occasion an inflexible adherence to 
truth. He delighted greatly in history, and was enabled, by 
a retentive memory, to shine in conversation, when that sub- 
ject happened to be introduced. But most of his compositions 
were of a difierent description ; and it must be allowed that 
in the lives of Algernon Sidney, Dr. Paley, and Mrs. Jebb, he 
has added considerably to the stock of English Biography. 

Usf of ^ Works of the late Mr. MeaMey. 

1. Memoirs of Dr. Paley, 2 editions, 1 vol. 8vo., 1st edit. 
1809; 2d edit. 1810. 

2. Memoirs of Algernon Sydney, 1 vol. 8vo. 1813. 

3. A Memoir of Mrs. Jebb, Widow of. Dr. John Jebb. 
(It has already been remarked, that this was never published^ 
being printed solely for private distribution*) 

4. A Sketch of various Proposals for a Constitutional Re- 
form in Parliament, from 1770 to 1812. 

5. Collections for a Life of John Hampden. These beipg 
still incomplete of course were never published. 

In addition to the above^ Mr. Meadley was a frequent con- 
tributor to many periodical publications, particularly the 
" Monthly Magazine." 
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Madame.de FELESSENT, better known by the name 
OF Mas. BILLINGTON. 

1 HE English nation has of late both cultivated and patronised a 
taste for music, with a degree of zeal bordering on enthusiasm. 
Distinguished foreigners, male and female, have accordingly 
been invited to this country for upwards of a century, and 
after V enchanting the inhabitants of the banks of the Thames 
with Italian melody, have retired to the vicinity of the Amo 
and the Tiber, to spend the remainder of their days in peace, 
luxury, and ease. This country, indeed, can only lay claim 
to one single vocal performer of native grawih^ that can be 
fairly said, to have equalled, nay eclipsed, those prodigies of 
musical science occasionally imported from the other side of 
the Alps. 

Of this singularly gifted female, the ablest singer of her day, 
and the richest professional woman in Europe, some memorial 
ought, assuredly, to be transmitted to posterity. But as it is 
difficult to detail some of her adventures, without violating the 
rules of delicacy and decorum, care shall be taken lest any 
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-^Dg oi^ttve should make its appearance in a work yviach^ 
while it celebrates genius of every kind, respects morals, and 
lands all the domestic virtues. 

Bisabeth WeicsdieU, tbesutgect of this brief memoir, was 
bom in London, according to her own statement, in 1769; 
but, €m searching the parish raster, it will perhaps be disco- 
vered that three or four years may be superadded with- 
xwt any great violation of , truth; chronological inaccuracies 
have always been deemed pardonable in the Mr sex. Talents 
of any kind are not now deemed hereditary; yet, if Apredis- 
'position to any particular art, can be supposed to exist in the 
human frame, it will not be difficult to account for the early 
excellence and surprising execution of this celebrated female; 
for both her parents had attained some celebrity in the musical 
world a considerable time before her birth. Her father, Mr. 
' Weicschell, who was a native of Germany, had also some pre- 
tensions in point of descent ; for he considered himself as a 
branch of a noble family, and his brother was said to have 
acted in the capacity of a provincial judge at Erbach. Having 
resorted to music as a profession, he soon acquired ti consider- 
able degree of skill and execution on several instruments, and 
united himself to a young woman who also excelled in the 
same art Mrs. Weicschell, however, attained eminence in a 
different branch of it. She was the favourite pupQ of John 
Christian Bach*, who came to England in 176S, and distin- 
guished herself in various concerts, during which that excellent 
master presided. Afl;er this we find her in the orchestra at 
Yauxhall Gardens, where she held the rank of first singer for 
many years : many fine songs were composed expressly for 
herf, and, although she never attained the fame of her 
daughter, yet she long enjoyed a certain d^ee of reputation. 

* The Btehs were a musical family. John Sebastian Bach, the father, became mu- 
sician to the Duke of Saxe Weimar, and obtained a victory at Dresden, over a &mou8 
Frendi oiganist, who had challenged all the German musicians. His two sons, Charles 
and John, were also celebrated iierformers as well as composers. See Burney*s Hist. Mus. 

t Among those, was the much admired rondo, 

<< In dds shady blest retraat.'^ 
One oi hor conttmponiies, describes her style, << as elegant and florid^ and her voice 
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Miss WeiG8cbell, wbtle yet a cJutd^ displayed a dedfed prc^ 
pensity to the profession yilddx had obtained bi«ad andcelebiity 
for her parepts. Such an early taste . for music coidd not iul 
4x» be higbty Ratifying to them both. Heir fisifher, ki partkdkov 
was eager to initiate his ofispring in the &nst principles joCthfe 
art, and he was seconded on this occasion by his-coontryraail^ 
JSebro^ter, together with some of the first mast^s of the day, 
who were astonished at her rapid progress and early .pro^ 
ciency* Those lessons which to most beginners are conuderad 
as. a task, to Eliza Weicschell appeared a pastime.^ ThePianq 
JPorte^ was deemed a mere toy, a plaything, which,, like, a dolly 
.contributed to her amusemait as well as delight, and as the 
Jkeys were incessantly. under her fingers, it is but little wondar 
that she obtained all the advantages to be derived from a 
good taste and a brilliant execution. 

The Amateurs were accordingly astonished at her precocity* 
When only seven years old she performed a concerto at the 
little theatre in the H|aymarket ; and immediately after attaii^ 
ing the age of eleven, she evinced both original talents^ and a 
double degree of merit, by means of a composition of her own 
production, adapted to her favourite instrument. Her mar- 
riage, too, like her life, may be said to have been mtisicalj for^ 
in direct opposition to the will of her parents, she became 
united to one of the band belonging to Drury Lane. This 
proved to be Mr. John Billington, under whose care she had 
been, in some measure, educated, and who was not insensible 
to those persQnal attractions which youth, innocence^ and 
beauty, then exhibited in a high sta^of perfection. The 
match, however, did not prove happy; for, although both 
were votaries of the god of music, their harmony was but of 
short duration. 



extensive and melodious ; although she sometimes affected 9i'ready tonef which^ at that 
time, was too much the fashion." 

A son and daughter, emulated, and even excelled their parents, so that like the 
Bachs, this also may be truly deemed a musical family. They wtfre extremely fortunate 
too, in another point of view, as they obtained a considerable degree of opuleuce early 
in life, by means of which they were exempt from alt peainiary oaits. 
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8eftreefy;\v«fitiiif for die oompletioii of the honey*mooii5 the 
aiarried pair, e(]pmU7: urged by iote and poverty, deter« 
itniied to leave England. They accordingly repaired to 
Dnblin': and it was in the theatre of that metropolis, where 
Mrs^BilGngton first exerted her vocal powers as an actress. 
Her d^ut^^sA propitioos in no common d^ree ; and, indeed, 
acknowledged merits entitled the fidr possessor to every 
'k of attention. So great, indeed, was hw success, that 
fiMne sooD wafted backthe tiditigs of so brilliant a reoepticm to 
her native country, and Mrs. BilUngton was accordingly in-* 
tited to «ecept of an engagement at Covent Gardoi theatre*. 
On her Arrival in 1T85, the play of " Love in a ViUige^'* so 
weU cakuhited'fbr the display of mnsical powers, was com^ 
m—d ed bytbisir Majesties, and the new performer, in the 
character of Rosma,; realised the fondest hopes of her numer- 
0aa fiends and admirers. Our heroine, who possessed a great 
sweetness c^ voice^ accompanied with a conriderable portion 
of taste, from ihh moment was considered • as a first«rate 
actresS) and is this quality maintained her high reputation 
fcr a Imig series of years. 

* In the course of the following summer, the subject of the 
present memoir repaired to Paris, for the express purpose of 
completing bar studies, under one of the greatest composers 
df the age. We now allude to Sacchini *, who died soon 
after; she was his last pupil indeed, and derived no small b€^ 
nefit from his instructions. 

On her return, Mrs. Billington was received with increased 
rapture by crowded audiences, and contributed not a little to 
fin the cofiers of Covent Garden theatre by her varlolis at- 
tractions. But while her theatrical &me was on the increase, 

* Mn* Billington had ihe good fortune to receive the instructions of the firat mas* 
tera of her day. SchrOeter, was an instrumental performer, celebrated among the ama- 
Uurs for the exquisiteness of his taste, the delicacy of his touch, and what is termed 
^ an elegant voUtilitj of fingers.** 

Sacduni, a native of Naples, composed many operas, and, after residing some time in 
London, died at Paris, in 1786. From him she quickly caught "much of that 
|>oimed expression^ neatness of execution, aod nameless grace, by which her perform^ 
aaoa WIS 00 happHy distingoiihed." 
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■omdd^ which was on the increase also^ b^sian to wbis^ 
away her private character. It is to be hoped that all the* 
stories of that day proceeded from the en?y of unsuccessftdr 
rivalsy and that mean wish, which too frequently prevails in 
society, to mortify acknowle^ed excdUence. Be this as it 
may, she quitted England in 1794, with a professed intention: 
to visit Italy. On that occasion she was attended by her hus^* 
band, and also her brother Mr* Charles Weicschdl, the. 
ii^Guit associate of her musical studies. He excelled on: 
^ violin, and by his taste and style of accompfmying hia 
sister, is thought to have contributed not a little to set off her 
tidents to the best advantage. This may be literally stiled a. 
musical taur^ and she must be acknowledged to have been the 
first Englishwoman, who, in return for the immense sumst 
levied by foreign artists in this country, laid the continent 
itsdf under contribution. The cognoscenti at Milan, Venic^. 
Lei^om, Padua, Genoa, Florence^ and Trieste, were ^en--: 
raptured with her notes ; they were astonished at her taste : 
they heard and confessed the wonders of voice which they 
almost allowed to surpass every thing hitherto produced on 
their own side of the Alps. But Naples, so renowned for 
musical excellence, became the theatre of her glory. The noted 
Lady Hamilton, then ambassadress from England, imme- 
diately took her accomplished countrywoman under her pro- 
tection, and introduced her at court! Both the king and 
queen received her with the most marked respect, and lavished 
the most magnificent proofs of high favour and protection. 
Nor were the English, then resident in. that city, deficient in 
point of attention. It now became the fashion to entertain 
and patronise Mrs. Billington in a national point of view, as 
well as on account of her own particular excellence. Accord- 
ingly, the royal example was followed by Lady Templetom, 
Lady Psflmerston, Lady Gertrude Villars, Lady Grandison, 
and all the English and Irish nobiliQr then residing in that 
part of Italy, who either affected or possessed taste. 

While at Naples, Mr. Billington died suddenly. This cir- 
cumstance was at first attributed at home to assassination, and 
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wSL the harroK of the etiletto were numerated and aggravated 
in the Eng^eh newspapers. It appears, however, that he be- 
came a martyr to apoplesy % with which he was seized while 
walkii^ up stairs, in order to bring down a book of music toft^ 
)m K^ki and expired on the spot. 

Tb» enclmnting Syren did not long remain a widow. By 
the irroption of Buonaparte^ at the head of the French army, 
into Italy, she lost a considerable sum of money, to the 
amount of twenty thousand sequins, vfhuik had been deposited ' 
in the bank of Venice ; but neai-ly at the same time she found 
a second husband^f Monsieur de Fdessent, who had ac- 
companied the troops of his native country in the commis-' 
sartat department, became exceedingly dear to her, and made 
ample amends for the pecuniary losses experienced on the part 
of his countrymen. He was a handsome man, and possessed 
such ^scinations, that his English wife often declared, ** she 
was then in love for the first time in her life !" Having re-^ 
signed bis post, they lived for some time together on an estate 
purchased out of the remnant of her wealth, within the ter- 
ritories of Venice. 

Meanwhile the English public was eager to pay homage to 
the talents of a female, who had charmed the Transalpine na- 
tions. Invitations from the managers, accordingly, poured in: 
so fast upon her, that it was determined to return to England, 
for the purpose of receiving the golden shower that awaited 
the arrival of this new Danae. Accordingly, leaving her dis- 
consolate husband behind, who appeared extremely reluctant 
at the separation, to superintend her casino^ and take care of 
nearly all that remained out of the wreck of her fortune, 
Mrs. Billington, after a cohabitation of about two years and 
a hal^ re-visited the land that gave her birth. The enchant- 
ress re-appeared at Covent Garden Theatre on the Sd of 

• A dignittry of the Church of England, who inhabited part of the hotel, witneiaed 
the catastrophe. It occurred after eating a hearty dinner. As Mrs. Billington was to 
perform that night before the Court, the secret was kept ht)m her until her return, lite 
in the evening. 

t The marriage took place iii 1797* 
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October, 1801, ^ the heroine in the serites opera of Ai^ 
taxerxes. This was peculiarly appropriate on the present 
occasion, as Dr# Arae is said to h&Ye effected a happy b» 
well as judicious omibination of the Italian and English 
schools. In short, we have been told by an ad^t, that in' 
the music of this drama ^< he has consolidated tlie beautiful 
melody of Hasse^ the melifluous richness of Pergolese, the 
easy flow of Piccini, and the finished Cantabile of Saccliini, 
with his own pure and native simplicity." 

^* At the drawii^ up of the curtain," observes the same 
writer, who was also a spectator, *^ Mrs. Billington was wel- 
comed with that warmth which bespoke the high expectationa 
of the audience, and the pleasure they felt at seeing her 
again on the London stage. At the very commencement of 
her performance all their expectatiojis were justified. In the 
duet of " Fair Aurora," which she sung with Mr. Incledbn^ 
she ^ided through the chromatic passage which closes the first 
and seccmd strain, with a sweetness of ^ect which no one 
but herself could produce and gave the minor third at- 
the words, 

*^ Torn firom the idol of my heart,*' 

with a delicacy and tenderness that came from, the soul, and 
touched the nerves of the whole audience. 
<* In the beautiful and richly-accompanied air 
" Adieu, thou lovely youth !" 
she was equally charming ; her expression was every where 
perfectly just, and her divisions infinitely neat. In 

" If o'er the cruel tyrant, Love," 
she was exquisite. We never witnessed a higher degree of 
taste, or a more sweet and impressive manner, than she dis- 
played in almost every bar of this fine and original air. Her 
ornaments, though abundant, were chaste ; and the additional 
notes at the final close, in which she soared with ease to D in 
alU were as ingenious and tastefiil as they were forcible and 
expressive. Her 

<< Let not rage,** &c. 
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wta also enchanting, and admitted no idea but of excellence 
of the first order. The winning softness with which she ac- 
caited the notes; her high- wrought yet chaste embellish- 
ments ; the melting delicacy of her turns, and the affecting 
emphasis with which she enforced the sentiment at the 
words 

" Father, brother, lover, friend,** 

'sunk to the heart of every hearer, and convinced the whole 
audience of the powers of vocal music. In a word, nothing 
remained to crown the delight of the evening but her execu- 
tiwi of the noble bravura^ which precedes the finale. In 
this, 

** The soldier tir'd of war's alarms :*' 

she displayed the triumph of her art. We, who have heard 
the once celebrated Miss 'Brent, (afterwards Mrs. Pinto,) in 
this fine song, were utterly astonished to find the performance 
of that accomplished singer so far exceeded by that of Mrs. 
Billington. With fewer liberties than first-rate performers 
generally take with songs of this description, she gave it a force 
and novelty of effect which perfectly enraptured us. The 
distances were hit with a clearness and precision that evinced 
her perfisct intimacy with the first secrets of fine performance ; 
and the variation she introduced at the repetition of the con- 
cluding division^ as also the energy with which she darted to 
the key note, in aU. kept pace with every expectation her 
previous excellence had created, and impressed us with ideas 
of admiration and astonishment." 

Mrs. Billington, at that period, was such a favourite with 
the public, that both houses vied for her support. She ac- 
cordingly played alternately at Drury-Lane and Covent- 
Garden, and was also commonly engaged at all the fashion- 
able concerts. This charmer, who neither improved the head 
nor the heart, actually earned more in the course of a couple 
of seasons than all the men of genius in the Augustan age 6f 
[English literature obtdned during the course of almost half 
a century. In the year 1801-2, tlie profits of her various en- 
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gagements are supposed to have exceeded tte sum of 10,00(».; 
the n^t season equalled the former in pomt of emcdum^t ; 
and several subsequent ones were no less productive* Many 
large acquisitions, too, were obtained under the names of pre- 
sents, allowances, benefits^ &c. &c. : so that at one period, hrer 
fortune, the chief part of which was wisely placed for a time 
in the hands of trustees, " for her own sole use and benefit,'* 
did not fall far short of 65,000/. ! 

To enter into a minute description of her life, and mention 
a series of noble and distinguished personages, who declared 
themselves captivated with her voice and person, would nei- 
ther be very deUcate nor very edifying. After leaving the 
«tage she lived at a charming residence in the vicinity of Ham- 
mersmith in a princely style, both as to elegance and expen- 
diture. Her villa was fitted up with a degree of taste and 
magnificence seldom witnessed in any rank of life ; and under 
the character of a p'ofessional uooman, she received royal, 
noble, and plebeian visitors, while some ladies of high title, 
and connexions, did not disdain to appear at her concerts, 
and partake of her entertainments, all of which were magnifi-; 
cent and gratuitous. 

At length, in 1817, M, de Felessent, who had lived separ- 
ately from his wife since 1801, suddenly made his appearance 
in England. It would appear that an absence of full sixteen 
years bad not in the least abated the ardour of his attach- 
ment ! Flying on the wings of love and expectation, he 
traversed Italy, advanced rapidly through France, and threw 
himself at the feet of his long-lost spouse. She, in return, 
received her husband with open arms, and preparations were 
instantly made for their return together to the continenf. 

Her plate and valuable ornaments were accordingly trans- 
mitted by sea, while the two old, but newly-united lovers, 
crossing at Calais, proceeded by land towards the shores of 
the Adriatic. After re-visiting their mansion at St. Artien, 
near Venice, it was their intention *to proceed to Rome, and 
to Naples. But the hand of death interposed, and put a period 
to the travels of Mrs. Billington, who was taken ill on the' liSth 
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joS Ajigii8t» ISiBy and died, apopkode .o& thd S5th.o£ t^e 
Mame nuHith* ... 

. . The pdbdk is well ^ware that the private .conduct df.Miip* 
Billingtoa has .baea subjeQted.ta much joensurer cDuring bdt 
Hie she vas annoyed by some of tiie most . defiunatory pdoliq- 
,aiaon8 that ever issued fmm the English, press.; aad^ aftev her 
^eath,..buer memory has .not been spaced, W^ deDlioe outer-* 
ing on a subject that shrmks from investigation f and,, ^wfaile 
.WQidraw a veil over lier real or .supposed fidlings, are eager 
Xq .testify her merits. She was the best of daughters* Her 
&ther^ in his latter years, amidst dediiiing faortune and in- 
i^ea^ing infirmities, found a comfortable aaylumusider [her 
roof. She never, waa fated to^ appeav ia .the cbar^ter of a 
mother ; but what nature denied was supplied by adoption. 
Two little girls were taken under her immediate protection, at 
different periods of life. The first of these was selected at 
nine years of age, and educated at a convent at Brussels ; the 
second, who was the daughter of a friend, was brought to her 
when only seven days old, and brought up with great carc^ 
and the most fastidious attention to morals, at a reputable 
boarding-school. To this young lady it was designed at one 
period to bequeath all her fortune ; two thousand pounds of 
which, we believe, were once actually settled upon her. She 
accompanied Mrs. Billington and her husband to Italy, and 
was always an object of particular care and solicitude. 

It is now confessed by all, that in point of musical talents, 
the subject of this memoir was the first private singer, not of 
her country only, but of her age ; and this will doubtless be 
adduced as a proof, that these almost hyperborean regions, 
may one day equal Italy itself, in point of musical excellence. 
We hail not ; on the contrary, we deprecate such an event ; 
as, before this can occur, the manly character of an Englishman 
must be obliterated ; our manners must become degenerate ; 
and our national pre-eminence be lost for ever ! 

In point of person Mrs. Billington appears to have been 
lovely in early youth; and to have preserved her charms 
during a long protracted period. But towards the latter 

L 2 
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part of her life^ she became somewhat coarse and masculuiey 
Such was her prudence, arismg perhaps from her early 
poverty and acknowledged good sense, that she always xx>n«' 
trlved to live under, rather than above her income* The 
pencil of Sir Joshua has depicted her as St. Cecilia, by way 
of companion to that of Mrs. Siddons, in the Tragic Muse ; 
while Ward has executed a very fidthful and spirited re- 
presentation of the original. 

It is not a little singular, that this lady had amassed, at 
different epochs, three different fortunes. One was spent with 
her friends ; another was chiefly seized by the enemy; a third 
is partly in possession o^ and the remainder claimed by her 
surviving husbandi to the amount of about 20,000/. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



149 



No. VIII. 
COLONEL TATHAM, 

rORMERLY ONE OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF NORTH CAROLINAf 
A FIELD-OFFICER IN THE SERVICE OF THE AMSRIGAK 8TATB8, 
ANJD SUPERVISOR OF THE LONDON DOCKS, &C. &C. 

IWitk original Specimens of his fVritings.'] 

Jdoth the life and death of the subject of the present memoir 
were singular in no common degree ; the former was replete 
with adventures, the latter presents a catastrophe, novel in its 
kind, and, indeed, such as never appears to have occurred be- 
fore. Happily, we are furnished with authentic particulars of 
both ; and intend also, to present to the public some specimens 
of his literary labours, which were never before printed. 

William Tathajn was a native of England. He was bom 
in the year 1752, at Hutton-in-the-Forest, in the county of 
Cumberland, of which parish his &ther, the Reverend Sand- 
ford Tatham, afterwards became rector, holding it with the 
living of Appleby. That the family was both ancient and 
respectable^ may be seen from Bum's history of Cumberland 
and Westmoreland ; and according to some accounts, can be 
traced up to Lord Morville^ who was the remote * ancestor. 
His parents had five children, four sons and a daughter, and 
of these the eldest, of whom we now treat, was brought up at 
Lancaster, by his maternal grandmother, the widow of Heniy 
Marsden, of Gisbome Hall, in the county of York, Esq. 
With this worthy lady he resided until her death, which 
occurred in 1760, when he was only eight years of age. 

Before this unfortunate event William had received the ru- 
diments of education under the tuition of Mr. Ashbumer, 

* The late William Tatham, Esquire, of Askham Hall, in the county of Wfttmore- 
and, wu his paternal uncle ; and he was nearly related to the family of iAWther,, of 
vhicb the £arl of Lonsdale is the head. 
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who superintended the " Friends' SchooP' at Lancaster, and^ 
by whom the Rawlinsons, the Delworths, the Lawsons, and 
other respectable inhabitants of that little commercial town, 
were brought up. 

After this he was placed for a short time under Mr. Lee, a 
clergjonan of the established church; then he removed to 
Over Kellet, where he obtained the remainder of the " scanty 
education," as he was accustomed to term it, bestowed on hkn. 
Whether it was that his father was estranged from him, in 
consequence of his long absence from the paternal mansion, 
or that his own circumstances were too narrow to provide 
properly for his offspring, it is now difficult to determine; but 
obtain it is, that but little care was taken of his future wel« 
fafe» H^P follows his owu account : ~ 

** Some of the Events of the life of this gentleman, (alluding 
to blftis^f, ) are equally singular and surprising; nor i$ 
U one of the least remarkable, that, although the eldest 
son of respectable parents, he 'was sent across the Atlantic 
b^Ebiife he had filiished his studies, and actually ^launched,' 
t0 use his own words, * into a world of strangers,' in the 
mcmth of April, 17€9> whai he was only seventeen years o£ 
agiQ, without profession, trade, or employment, and with no 
more thaii one single family guiiiea in his pocket. Bred to 
ilo <^i^tiOn, brought up to np calling, utterly unacquainted 
with business, although abandoned and forsaken^ he was not 
howev^ lost; for meeting with ati acquaintance, he was by 
llm introduced into the house of Messrs. Cartel" and Trent, 
i^pectable merchants on James' Rivet*^ in Vir^nia ; and what 
refledtl no little' credit on him, possessed their friendship until 
th« ^nd of fheir lives/' 

. Olir young adv(3iturer, who appears to have acted for some 
time in the capacity of a clerk to those gentlemen, at length 
aspired to beecnne a trad^ blinself. Two powerftil obstacles, 
seem^ howtever, tO/hav^ intervened, and for a time tot h^i^e 
firustrated his hopes. In the first place, he was destitute of 
capiti^ ^d in the nextj, prevented by political considerations 
from acting with due effect. At this period, the British 
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cabinet had conceived the idea of subjecting America^ al- 
though unrepresented in parliament, to internal taxation. The 
inhabitants, who disowned any such right to exist on the 
part of a distant legislature, resisted the claim, and recurred 
to nonimportation associations* Measures such as these, by 
cutting off all commercial communication with the mother- 
country, proved highly detrimental, and indeed fatal to the 
spirit of mercantile enterprise. Finding all views of this kind 
blasted, young Tatham immediately repaired to the western 
frontier, in search of better fortune, and remained some time 
there, with a steady determination to declare himself on the 
side of his adopted country. Meanwhile his family in England 
considering resistance as rebellion, signified its displeasure at 
the part he was likely to take ; but as this advice was unaccom- 
panied by any pecuniary assistance, and no feasible means 
were presented to enable him to withdraw from the threatened 
conflict, he resolved to swim along the stream of public 
opinion, which was now most decidedly directed towards 
etaiancipation on the part of the colonies. 

Settling for a time in theTenessee country, Mr. Tatham under- 
took the task of systematising its jurisprudence, at a period when 
he had scarcely attained the age of twenty-four ! Nearly at the 
same time, he obtained a commission as adjutant of the military 
force of the new district of Washington, where a flourishing 
capital has since been erected. In this capacity h^ served 
during the Indian war. On the attack of ^the Cherokees and 
Creeks, at Fort Caswell, on Wantage River, he acted under 
Colonel John Carter. Towards the latter end of the campaign 
iof 1 776*, he joined the trdops encamped at the long island of 
Holsten, under the command of Brigadier-Generkl Russell, 
and during the following year, he also served, with the ad- 
ditional commission of quarter-master, at Fort Williams, on 
Nolocbuckie river, under General Seviers, being tb^n major- 
commandant. At the treaty, which soon after took place with 
the Cherokee Indians, our young officer appears to have taken 
an active part, having assisted in preparing the documents, 
^nd conducting the conferences. 

l4 
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It was about this period that he began to study the cha-* 
racter of the Indian nations, either connected by treaty with, 
or distinguished by their hostility against, the inhabitants 
of the United States. He was also enabled, from personal 
inspection and communication, to draw up a biographical 
account of their most celebrated warriors. Accordingly, 
in another place will be found memoirs of AttaJcuUahhMahy or 
the little Caipenter ; and OconistotOi a chief invested with kingly 
power by the Cherokees. In addition to these, will be found 
an account of Onitossitah, or the Corn Tassel, &c., two of the 
Shawanees chiefs, particularly Corn-stalk and Savanooka, or 
the Raven of Chota ; all of which are now printed, for the 
first time, from his own original manuscripts. And it may 
not be altogether unnecessary here to add, that he was uni- 
formly accustomed, so far as truth and integrity were con- 
cerned, to prefer the conduct of the Indian nations to that of 
both the English and Americans, who made war on and sub- 
dued them ! 

In 1778, we again find Mr. Tatham engaging in mercanlUe 
pursuits in Virginia, but he appears to have entertained a 
strong prepossession in favour of a military life, for he soon 
after served in the volunteer cavalry, under the American Ge- 
neral Nelson. In 1779, having entered once more on active 
service, he was employed under General Scott, who surrendered 
at Williamsburgh. Having been sait to reconnoitre the 
enemy, he entered the town of Suffolk, while in fiames, just 
as the rear of the English marched out. 

It was on this occasion the subject of this memoir first be^ 
came acquainted with Mr. Hardy, one of the representatives 
of Virginia, who was a counsel of some eminence. With a 
versatility of character seldom to be met with, be now placed 
himself under the direction of this gentleman, and began to 
study the law! Soon after this, he returned to the western 
fi-ontiers of North Carolina, to assist in arranging the business 
of the land-office. Having sp^it the winter of that same 
year, in the western woods, under the imperfect shelter of an 
open log cabin, our adventurer repaired in 1780 to Richmond^ 
in Virginia, where he commenced Historian I 
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>Vhile at this place, in conjunction with Colonel John Todd' 
of Kentucky, he compiled the first regular account of the 
western country which was ever sid)mitted to the inspection of 
the inhabitants of the Trans- Atlantic continent. Here^ too, 
it was his good fortune to become known to Mr. Jefferson, 
then Governor of Virginia, since President of the United 
States, who appears to have befriended him on more than one 
occasion. 

When Virginia was invaded by the Generals Phillips and 
Arnold, Mr. Tatham marched against the enemy, in the suite 
of General Nelson ; and at the siege of York, he acted as a 
volunteer with that body of the American army which stormed 
the redoubts, during the memorable night of the i4th of 
October 1781. 

After the surrender of Lord Cornwallis, Mr. Tatham 
was invited to occupy a place dependent on the Board of PriVy 
Council in Virginia. Soon after this, we find him shipwrecked 
on the coast of East Jersey, while embarked in a new ad* 
venture ; and this was followed by his settling in Philadelphia 
ais a merchant. 

We next hear of his repairing to the Havannah, in the island 
of Cuba, *' in order," as he himself observes, ** to combine a 
knowledge of the Spanish interests in the West Indies, with 
that which he had acquired in those western countries of the 
United States which border on the Mississippi territories of 
His Catholic Majesty. After spending some weeks at the 
Havannah," adds he, " and satisfying myself concerning the 
importance of that place, in respect to the settlements just 
alluded to, I returned to Virginia, and proceeded immediately 
to Greneral Davies (a counsel in North Carolina), under whom 
I finished my studies in the law, and was admitted to the bar 
of the county courts in that country, by a licence dated 
March 24, 1784, under the hands and seals of the three 
Judges of the Superior Courts of Law and Equity, Samuel 
Ashe, Samuel Spencer, and John Williams." 

In 1786, in conjunction with Mr. Willis of North Carolina^ 
he was busily employed in establishing thq prosperous settle- 
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ment of Lumbarton, thirty-one miles south of Fayette- Ville. In 
1787, Mr. Tatham was dected a member of the State 
L^islation of North Carcdina. As he was well aware of the 
ne&rious projects of the land^'obbers and spectdatorsy he entered 
his protest against their aicroachments on the territories of the 
Chicka;saw Indians; and was soon after elected by a joint vote 
of both houses of legislatui*e, to fill the office of lieutenants 
colonel in the division of Fayette, 

Havings about this time, received letters of a conciliatory 
nature from England, he immediately sailed thither, and arrived 
in this country in October, 1788. On his revisiting the place 
of his nativity, he was treated very " politely" by his relatives, 
particularly the late Earl of Lonsdale. When that nobleman 
gave his memorable^/^ at Whitehaven Castle, to celebrate the 
centenary of the revolution^ he was one among the numerous 
guests who commemorated the landing of William III. 
in 1688. 

In the summer of 1789, the Colonel returned to America, 
as no inducements were offered by his family to detain him at 
home* He bad originally determined to proceed to Carolina ; 
but was detained in Virginia by the Governor and Privy 
Council of that state, for the purpose of affording information 
to the war office relative to the southern and western frontiers ; 
for, although self-taught, he had obtained very great skill, as 
well as much experience, in geography. Apartments at the 
public expense were accordingly provided for him, and he had 
uninterrupted ^cess to the archives of the state. He next 
accompanied General Lee, then Governor, in his tour to the 
south-western frontiers ; and also made other excursions in the 
same direction, in 1792 and 179S, during which he visited the 
waters o^^the MississippL 

Meanwhile^ be appears to have practised the law occasionally 
in the Tenessee country i and some gentlemen of the profession 
having advertised in the Knox Ville Gazette, that they would 
not give any advice *' without being first paid the fees esta- 
blished by law," our barrister also thought fit to lay down 
certain rules for his own conduct in the same newspaper, some 
of which we shall here transcribe : — 
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" FIAT Jl/STiTIA^ 

" Having a4opted the above motto as early as I had the 
honour of admission to the bar, 1 have covenanted wkh mysetf 
that I will never willingly depart from it ; and on this founda- 
tion I have biiilt a few maxims which afford my reflections an 
unspeakable satisfaction. 

<^ i. I will practise law, because it afibrdsme opportunitito 
of being a more useful member of society. 

^ 2. I will not turn a deaf ear to any one because his purse 
is empty. 

" 3. I will advise no man beyond my comprehension of 
his cause. 

** 4. I will bring none into law who my conscience tells- 
me should be kept out of it, 

** 5. I will never be unmindful of the cause of humanity ; 
and this comprehends the fatherless, widow, and bondage. 

"6. I will be faithful to my client; but never so unfaithful 
to myself as to become a party in his crime. 

^ 7* No man's greatness shall elevate him above the justice 
due to my client. 

** si I shall advise the turbulent with candour ; and if they 
will go to law against my advice, they must pardon me for 
volunteering it against them. 

** 9. I will acknowledge every man's right to manage his 
own cause if he pleases, &c 

'^ The above are my rules of practice; and though I will not 
{s^ this critical juncture) promise to finish my business in per- 
son, yet, if the public interests should require my removal from 
home, I will do every thing in my power for those who. like ta 
employ me, and endeavour to leave them in proper hands if I 
should be absent. 

« Sgned, 

" William Tatham. 

" Knox ViUe, March 21^ 1793," 
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In 1 794*9 Mr. Tatham repaired to the city of Washington^ 
and soon after visited Philadelphia, in search of geogn^bical 
knowledge; but yet he did not entirely lose sight of his pro- 
fession^ for while here he published a case in which he had been 
engaged. This reflected great honour on the independence of 
the Judges of the General Court of Virginia ; for by their de- 
cision on that occasion; they overruled a new jurisdiction not 
sanctioned by the constitution. 

In the year 1795, one novel and singular occurrence was 
added to the history of a man whose life had been vari^ated 
with adventures* Some disputes, of a serious nature, at this 
period occurred between the settlers in the back woods of 
America and the Spanish Government, Urged by the rcmian- 
tic idea of preventing a war, after several conferences with the 
ambassador of that nation, Don Joseph de Jandennes, who 
appears to have fumi^ed the pecuniary resources, he embarked 
at New York in the month of November, and sailed for Cadiz. 
As the yellow fever had recently raged in some of the American 
ports, he was subjected to a quarantine, and obliged, in the 
mean time^ to transmit his despatches in a pail of vinegar. On 
his deliverance he repaired to Seville^ had an, interview with 
tibe Prince of Peaces and was most graciously noticed by the 
Queen and Royal Family. He afterwards repaired to Madrid ; 
but having interfered in some matters of a national kind, 
and aroused the jealousy of the Government by frequent 
visits to the residence of the late Marquis of Bute^ then am- 
bassador from England^ an order was issued for his leaving 
Spain. He accordingly proceeded to the coast, and embark- 
ing for England, landed at Plymouth on the 16th of 
August, 1796. 

The following particulars are from his own pen, having been 
written subsequently to his second return : — . 

<^ Since his arrival in the British capital, he (Colonel 
Tatham) has published several literary works, all of which are 
calculated to promote pacific employments, to attain the 
increase of mechanical powers, and to contribute to the exten* 
sion of agriculture and commerce. The character of an author, 

lO 
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however, is best discovered in his writings. The Colonel has^ 
in particular, directed his attention to the success of English 
agriculture^ and the benefits to be derived from civil engineer- 
ing, which constitute his &vourite pursuits. He has ai- 
deavoured to awaken the notice of the merchants and citizens 
of London, concerning the crowded state of commerce in their 
streets and in their ports; and he has held out the means of 
relief in an extensive book, containing a plan for insulating the 
metropolis by means of a navigable canal. 

<< In an early part of the year 1801, Colonel Tatham was 
called to the superintendance of the London Docks at Wap^ 
ping, where he took charge of the Office of Works, and the 
various operations of an undertaking, so replete with interest 
and variety, as to present a most esctensive field for the display 
of that general knowledge which is only to be acquired by 
experience and intercourse with the world. On this occasion, 
however, he was somewhat mortified by the idea of checking his 
own ideas in &vour of those of others ; for as the directors had 
condescended to receive instructions fix>m a committee of en- 
gineers, who are now dismissed, it became necessary that their 
plans should be executed without opposition, although his own 
should be superior on the score of method, expedition, and 
expense. 

^ He was therefore^ in general, restrained in his desires that 
the company should profit by those improvements which result 
from travelling and observation ; but on some occasions he was 
indulged in his plans. And he hath left a lasting memorial in 
the first piling for the foundation of the Drainage Pipe, which 
was executed under his superintendance, and driven in 
itUerpiled qidncunx^ according to his own suggestions; and 
although subject to many of those obstacles which ever occur 
in the progress of hew and magnificent undertakings, he has 
hf^pily succeeded so far as to obviate the principal difficulties 
by zeal and perseverance. 

** The primary operation of taking down buildings, reducing 
the ground to a proper level, enclosing and preparing the 
work-yards, putting the public sewers in good condition, 
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oonstnictiDg the jettie fi>r landing materials, digg^g the steam- 
engine &undation, piling the engine for boring the sa:twns of 
strata^ flaiildng the drainage pipes, receiving large quantities 
of timber and stoiie^ in addition to %h^ preparations of tide and 
^her works, have simpUfied the after pai^ of the engineer-- 
ii^; iuid a court of directors have at length come to. a deter- 
mination, to complete what remains to be done, by contract. 
-This resolution of course precludes the further services of 
G>lonel Tatham, who is not within that description of persons; 
^uid we learn that he accordingly surrendered the keys of office 
to his suce^sor, at the head of near five hundred orderly work- 
men, who were mostly (Uscharged on this occasion, aiid whose 
prudent deportment, and grateful hearts, bore an ample: testi- 
mony of the kindness and attention which they had experienced. 
Whether this radical change of system will be attended with 
benefit to those connected with the property of the Dodks,. is a 
question which time alone jcan determine ^ but,, as &r as their 
late supervisor is concerned, it would be luijust to omit that 
Ills conduct has been amply approved dfby his employers." 

Some time after this period *, Colonel Tatham made itis 
third and last' voyage to America. Derived, by the n^lect 
of his family, of any regular profession or ^nployment,: and 
embai'king in a variety of different projects, in succession, aU 
dictated by a sanguine t^npeiiuirent, it is but iittie wonder that 
wealth, although always present to his imagination, was never 
fairly within hia grasp. An author, an advocate^ an engineer, a 
surveyor, a merchant, a militarymajQ^ a gec^apher; yet, withiall 
these resources, he became poor; and as old age advanced, he 
found that no provision had been made Ibr the wants and in^ 
firmities with which it is gaierally aoeompanied. This ledtoone 
of die most singular catastrophes recorded in modern times.: At 
Alexahdria, in Virginia, after ^partkipatifig fireely ini the (es* 
tivities of tiie ariniverisary of that Eevolution which he had 

• Jo 18©5. He ch'wfly emj^ycd himself, during this long interval, in preparing 
works for the press; and he was a contributor to the cotumns of the Monthly, 
KiilosopMcalj.andCpinmerciaBfagazines. Cblonel Tathfcm^ also, drewmp amertioir 
o£ hit; (mn life. 
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contributed all in his power to promote and confirm^ 
Colonel Tatham ran up to ah eighteen-pounder, then in the 
act of being fired, and at the very moment when the gumitnr 
had touched the priming, placed himself immediately befi[N^ 
the muzzle, in consequence of which he was blown to atoms by 
the explosion ! 

The following articles were some time since prepared for 
publication by the unfortunate gentleman who is the subject rf 
the present memoir; and they now appear in print. for the 
first time. 

OOARACTBRS AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. , 

Attakullahkullah, one of the leaders of the Cherokee^ 
who inhabited the banks of the river Tennessee. 

This Indian chief, better known among the whites, by the 
appellation of Little Carpenter, was borii in the Big Island of 
French Broad River (being the same island through which 
the Nolochuckie war-path, formerly passed towards the Oveiv 
hill t6wns) so long ago, that he recited various facts of 
ancient dates (in 1Y77) the truth of which were strongly cor- 
roborated by many respectable testimonies. The place of his 
nativity, indeed, was then covered with stately and venerable 
oaks, supposed to be coeval with the last century. This 
warrior, who was reputed to be a deep and sound politician, 
took a lead in many of the councils and treaties of hife owli 
* countrymen ; he spoke well, and had considerable influence^ 
The Little Carpenter professed uniformly to be a friend to the 
'white people ; and had, at least, sagacity enough to persuade 
them he was sincerely so. But if we are to believe the ac- 
counts of some of his contemporary countrymen, who were en- 
titled to equal credit; he was a sly, artful, cunning hypo- 
crite^ who deceived both parties to serve his own views, and 
under the mask of friendship, he was oflen the secret stimu- 
lator of bloodshed ! Certain it is, that he preserved his in- 
fluence to a good old age, and died a natural death in his 
native country, about the termination of, oi^ a little after the 
American war. Attakullahkullah was a man of small stature, 
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but when young, was admitted, by those who had long known 
him, to have been as alert in the field as he wA latterly 
in the>counciL He had several friends of similar age and 
standing ; of them it may suffice to motion, Occfdstoto and 
OnUossitaAf or the Cam Tassel. The first of these was the 
chief king or emperor of all the Cherokee tribes and di» 
visions; and the latter was reputed to be the best statesman, 
as well as the greatest orator of their country. 

OCONISTOTO. 

This ancient diieflain was a strong, athletic, large man, 
pitted with the small-pox, and of blunt, plain, downright 
manners, such as might be expected from a rough English 
countiyman, who takes the shortest road to arrive at the 
truth. He made it his business to attend and listen to what 
passed in all treaties ; and he took care to preface them with 
a caai4id acknowledgment, that he was no speaker and not 
mudi of a statesman ; but that he had a high confidence in 
the;abilities of his nephew and representative {Savanooka^ or the 
Raven of Chota) in these matters; and that he should set his 
hand to whatsoever he said, reserving to himself the privilege of 
putting him right if he went astray ; this, indeed, was a liberty 
which he would take with any roan, however great or powerful. 
The relator of these facts was once present, when one of the 
anqient inhabitants of Kentucky asserted a position concerning 
his purchase of that country, which the old warrior dissented 
from^ and his rcjily nliay be exhibited here as a specimen of 
his manners. After commenting for some time on the terms 
" sale of these lands," he spoke nearly as follows : " Wliy, 
you know you are telling lies ! We always told you these 
lands were not ours ; that our claim extended not beyond 
Cumberland Mountain ; that all the lands beyond Cumber- 
land river belonged to our brothers, the northward Indians; 
and those ^elow the Suck on Tenessee, to our brothers, the 
Chickasaws. It is true you gave us some goodss for which 
we promised you . our friendship in the afiair, and our good 
will. These you have had according to bargain, and more we 
never promised you : but you have deceived your people !" 
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It was a &vottrite topic with the old kfaig, to recite the 
milltuy ^ploiU of his youth ; and the writer of this narratiye 
was present at a sii^lar oonyersatioa between him and 
Thomas Price, a respectable old trader with the Cherokee^ 
iriM) had accompanied him in some unsuccessful acpeditioa|. 
in early lifii. Speaking of one of theses against the Shawaneet^ 
Mr. Price reminded his majesty, that they were beaten at f. 
particular place on the river Ohio; and asked him if they had 
not been forced to retreat ? *' True^ Thomas," replied the 
old man, ** I confess that we had the worst of it; but they, 
did not make us nm ; we only mtOked very fiat r 



ONITOS3ITAIL 

Oniiossitahj or the Cam Tasselj of the Cherdkee nation of 
Indians, though somewhat younger, was the leadii^ counseflor 
of Oconistoto, and consequently his' contemporary, as well as 
that of AitakuUakuUa Willanawaugk^ and the Pigeon. He 
added to the reputation of a profound Indian statesman and 
orator, the inestimable character of being uniformly respected 
for his integrity and truth ; in this last point it was said of 
him by all his acquaintance, that throughout a long and 
useful life in his own country, he was never known to utocp 
to a falsehood. The Corn Tassel was a stout, mild, «nd de- 
cided man, rather comely than otherwise ; and of a smooth 
and somewhat fat and inflated &ce. 

At the treaty of Long Island, in July, 1777, he was the 
principal spokesman, and on the proposition of the Americatt 
cmnmissioners, that the Cherokees should cede a much greater 
extent of country than was agreed to in the result, the following 
able rejdy on his part is given Irom the memorandum of a 
gentleman who was present ; yet it is supposed to have been be- 
reaved of much of its native beauty by the defisets of interpret* 
ation ; for the manly and dignified expression of an Indian 
orator, loses nearly all its force and energy in: translation. - 

VOL. IV. M 
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SP£ECIC OJF OMITOfiSITAH. 

^ It is not a Btde surprising, that when we enter; into 
treaties with our brothers, the whites, their whole cry is 
iff&re land-' Itideed, formerly, it seemed to be a mere matter 
•f formality iHth them to demand what they knew we dnrst 
Hot refuse. But on the principles of fidmess, of which, we 
have received assurances, during the conducting of the present 
treaty, and in the name of free will and equality, I must 
I'^ect your demand. 

Suppose^ in considering the nature of your elaitaa, (and in 
justice to my nation I shall and will do it fully,) I were to ask 
one of you, my brother warriors, under what kind of authority, 
by what law, or on what pretence he makes this exorbitant de- 
mand of nearly all the lands we hold between your settlements 
and our towns, as the cement and consideration of our peace. 

Would he tell me it is by right of conquest? No ! If h^ 
di^ I. should retort on him, that we had l|LSt marched over 
his territory ; even up to this very place which he hs^ fortified 
lao far within his former limits ; nay, that some of pur young 
warriors (whom we have not yet had an opportunity to recall 
<Mr give notice to, of the present treaty) are still in the woods, 
and continue to keep his people in fear, and that it was but till 
very lately that these identic&l walls were your strong holds^ 
out of which you durst scarcely advance. 

I^ therefore, a bare march, or reconnoitering a country is 
sufficient reason to ground a claim to it, we shall insist on 
Iransposing the demand^ and your relinquishing your settle- 
ments on the western waters, and removing one hundred miles 
back towards the east, whither some of our warriors advanced 
against you in the course of last year's campaign. 

^ Let us examine the facts of your present irruption, into 
oir country ; and we shall discover your pretensions on that 
ground : What did you do ? You marched into our territories 
with a superior force ; our vigilance gave us timely notice of 
your manoeuvres ; your numbers far exceeded us, and we fled 
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to the strong holds of our extensive woodsy there to secure 
our women and ebildreti. 

Thus, yQn tnarcbed into cur towns ; they were left to your 
mercy; you killed a few scattered and defenceless individuals ; 
spread fire and desolation wherever you pleased ; and returned 
again to your own habitationii. If you meant this, indeed, 
as a conquest, you omitted the most essential point ; you should 
have fortified the junction of the Holstein and Tennessee rivers, 
and have^ thereby, conquered all the waters above you. But, 
as all are fair advantages during the existence of a state of 
war, it is now too late for us to suffer for your mishap ;of 
gei^ralship ! 

*« Again, were we to enquire by what law or authority you 
setup a. claim; I answer, none! Your laws extend not into. 
<mx country, nor ever did; you talk of the law of nature* 
and the law (^nations, and th^ are both against you* 

^ Indeed much has been advanced on the want of^ what 
you term, dvilisatbn among the Indians ; and many proposals 
have been made to us to adopt your laws, your religion, your 
manners, and your customs. But, we confess, we do not yet 
see the propriety or practicability of such a reformation ; and 
should be better pleased with beholding the good effects of 
these doctrines on your own practice, than with hearing you 
talk aboilt them, or reading your papers to us upon such 
subjects. 

" You say, " fV^ do not the Indians till the groundj and 
live as we do F** May we not with equal propriety, ask why the [ 
White people do not hunt and live as we do? You profess to 
think it no injustice towards us to kill our deer and other 
game, from the mere lov^ of waste; but it is very criminal iti t 
our young men if they diance to kill a cow or hog for their > 
sastenance, when they happen to be on your lands. We wi^, ' 
however, to be at peace with you ; and, to do as we would be 
done by. We do not quarrel with you for killing an occasional 
bi^GEiioe, bear, or deer On our lands when you need one to.eat; 
but you go much farther.; your people hunt to gain a live- * 
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ISioodbyit; they kill al} bur gaitiei our young men rttenl 
the injury ; and, it is followed by bloodshed and war. ' ** 

** Tnis is not a mere affected injury; it is a grievance wbidt 
we' equitably complain of, and it demands a permanent r^ 
dress. 

. <* The great God of Nature has placed us in different rittt-( 
aticms. It is true, he has endowed you with many superior 
, advantages ; but he has not created us to be your slaves : Wt 
are a separate people ! He has given each their lands, under 
distinct considerations and circumstances; he has stocked 
yours with the cow, outs with the buffidoe ; yours with the 
hog, ours with the bear; yours with the sheep, ours with die 
deer. He has, indeed, given you an advantage in this, that 
your cattle are tame and domestic, while ours are wild, and 
demand not only a larger space for range^ but art to hunt and 
kin them ; thqr are^ nevertheless, as modi our property ai 
other animals are yours; and ought not to be taken away 
without our consrat, and for something equivalent" 

CORN-STALK, 

One rf the Warriors of the Shawanees* 

This chief was averse to the commencement of hostilities 
against the Whites; but when his nation had concluded upon 
it, he is said to have boldly addressed them to the fdlowing 



<< You have now declared a war against the White people, 
in direct opporidcm to my counsel, my experience, and my 
opinion ; but as it is the sense of my country, I hold it to be 
my duty to acquiesce. Remembar, however, that I am of 
long-tried courage as a man and a warrior, and that the right 
•of commanding rests with me. I shall not fight, because I 
disttpproVe the'quarret I shall, nevertheless, be on the ground, 
Add s€^ that you perform the task you have undertaken. 
Cpn<^iying this to be my duty, I obey; but I shall not advance 
fiuiher: and no man amongst you will dare impute my refusal 
^ a want of courage.^ 
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'SMy IB the momingy before sUn^ise^ tbe propoied actkm 
was hroij^t on^ throa^ a mere casual discovery of the 
Indms (in council), by the late General Robertson, V^en- 
tine Sevdr (brother to the gaieral of that name), and A 
thurd parson, who was killed ; and the action lasted till the 
curtain of the night a£&rded the Indians a safe retreat. 

In the eariy {Murt of the day, Com Statt performed his pro^ 
owe, and lay at some little distance back, in the rear, restii^ 
pn his dbows upon the trunk of an old trec^ and viewing the 
action as a spectator. 

When the militia approached, he is reported to have said to 
the young warriors, ^ You now behold the birds which you 
have been hx>king after: let me see you pluck thdr 
feathers i" 

After the action began to be very warm, a young warrfoiv 
who had boasted pretty roundly beforehand, b^n to fly back 
towards the place where he lay. In the first instance, he np^ 
braided him, and drove him forward to his post ; but finding 
the "Whites getting the better, and the same warrior giving 
way a second time, he shot him, stepped forward himselt^ en^ 
couraged his men, and assumed the command. 

From this moment (say tfiose who were in the engagement), 
the -success of the day wore a different feature. He formed his 
men in diree orderly ranks, each succeeding the other; and 
tbe front always carried off their dead and wounded, as thqr 
retired to the rear to load there, while the centre advanced 
to replace the front which had last fired. 

Thus the conflict continued till dark, and numbers wer6 
slaughtered on both sides. The Whites, however, ren^ained 
all night on the ground ; and the Indians made good thdr 
retreat, with on address and ability which would have honoured 
a regidar army. 

8AVANOOKA, 

Knawiamong the Whites by the name of The Maven of Chottu 

This Indian warrior was by birth a Shawanee ; but^ by 
mmmg^ he bel^g^ to the Cherokees^ with wham -he 

^ MS 
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resided : . and he was the hereditary rejpr^seutfiUye of ^ the 
Chemkee^eoopire; but whether as tl^ sistei^'s ^on of 0|?<^i^f^ 
at by marri^gie) fc not reooUected by the. writer, who was well 
^cqw^hited with him. ., . -' ; v 

He w$^ a stput^ manly, firn), and dignified pecson ; of an op^ 
yet serious dq)Qrtment, d^rk coa)plexio% stedAu^t^^ eomeiy 
oounteDatice; -and was reputed to be the mostf o^i^ful ipa^i in 
the Cherokee nation, at all athletic exercie^es^ . . 

He bore l;he reputation of a great warrior.; and was^arUiply 
not inferior, in council or oratorical abilitiesi to aqy o^ie of bi^ 
txih^ ^ . .,.. 

. Notwithstanding his faAie in wAFj h'ewas B^tiJtrally di»pos0i 
ti> cultivate the. enjoyments of peacje; and he gwre sevei^ 
strong proofs of this disposition in the campaign' of 177^ 
when he commanded the left division of the Cher^fcees, pro- 
fes^g openly his aversion to the conflict,, , sfi^ dire^tl;^ tbei^ 
jnischaef to objects short of murder, so far. ^s he had^power tp 
extend his influence. r, ' ! 

In the autumn of that year he qame to the frontier ganiscpp 
of the United States, accompanied ^ by Ninafocgai (or the 
Bloody Fellow), a noted youiyj warrior of the Cherokees^ # 
Chickasaw called Nahoolak (oir the Little Owl), and two or 
three others^ who spent the winter at the fort, and laid th^ 
foundation of the next year's treaty* At thattreaty^ heljGl in 
July following, at the Long ],slaiid of HoUtein, he was a 
principal speaker. ■ ; 

Little more can, now, be said of him, exqept that acir- 
aimstance lu^pened during the ti'eaty which fully evinced his 
|>o)¥er over the nation, and is somewhat descriptive of their 
obedience to superiors. While the Corn Tassel (finitossitqh) 
was speaking on a very interesting branch of the treaty, som^ 
of the Indians (who were encamped, to the amoi^it of about 
four hundred, in the island opposite, which was overlooked 
from the arbour where the assembly was held) had got so drunk 
and outrageous in camp, that the women were busily em- 
plo^^ed in hiding guns, tomahawks, and other weapons ; and 
the whole encampment had become a scene of xiot and oHi- 
7 
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fusion, ivhic*h disturbed ihe spectator^ at the treaty. iThe 
speaker oii this ceased, for a moment, on which the Raven 
arose from his seat, and directed two youpg warriors, who 
composed a part of the audience, to step over and tie the 
rioters. They sprang immjediately to a canoe, crossed the 
ri^ier, arid in a few minutes quieted the caiiip, as if nothing 
had hiappened ; and rejoined the audience, who experiencea 
no farther interruption. 

It may 'be remarked that such an afiray would have beeo 
harder to quell under the boated regulations of a' c/t^725^^ 
system; yet iheke were savages J 

List of ihe Works of the late Colonel Tatham. 
J. A Memorial on the Civil and Military Government of 
the Tenessec Country, published in America. 

2. A History of the Western Country, America. — N« B. 
The fiu;ts were furnished by Colonel Todd, of Kentuckie, and 
the text by Col. Tatham. 

3. An Analysis of the State of Virginia. Philadelphia, 
1790-1. 

4* The Case of Eounfer against Hawkins. Philadelphia, 
1794. 

5. Plan for insulating the Metropolis, by means of a Na- 
vigable Canal. London. 

6. Remarks on Inland, Canals, the small System of Interior 
Navigation, and various Uses of the Inclined Plane. London, 
1798. 

7* llie Political Economy of Inland Navigation, Irrigation 
and Drainage, with Thoughts on the Multiplication of Com- 
mercial Resources. London, 1799. 

8. Communications concerning the Agriculture and Com- 
merce of the United States of America, being an Auxiliary 
to a Report made by Wm. Strickland, Esq. London, 1800. 

9. The same subject continued, with the addition of a Me- 
morial on the Commerce of Spain. London, 1800. 

10. An Historical and Practical Essay on the Culture and 
Commerce of Tobacco. London, 1800. 
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11. Auxiliary Remarks oo an Essay on the Conipar^tiff 
Advantages of Oxen for Tillage in Competition wiih Horses, 
London, 1801. 

12. National Irrigation; or the various Methods of wat^ 
ing Meadows. London, 1801. 

IS. Report on a View of certain Impediments and Obstrue* 
tions, in the Navigation of the River Thames. London* 
1803. 

14. Navigation and Conservancy of the River Thanaes^ 
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15. Characters of the American Indians, now published for 
tlie first time^ in the present volume. 
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Sm PHILIP FRANCIS, 

KKIGHT OP THE MOST HONOURABLE ORDER Of THE BATJH, 
FORMBRtT ONE OW THE MEMBERS IN COUNCIL FOR THE GO- 
, yiSRNMBNT OW "BEHfQAtf AND LATE MEMBER OP PARLIAMENT 
FOR APPLEBY. 

AWHILE detailing the memoirs of the subject of the present 
narrative^ the writer is well aware that he has undertaken no 
ordinary task. It is his object to describe a most angular 
and a highly-gifted man, on whom the public eye has been 
steadily fixed during a period of nearly half a century. En- 
tering into actiye life at a period when our youth are still 
employed in their studies, he soon exhibited rare talents for 
business. Mis conduct in India ; his deportment afterwards in 
parliamoit, in conjunction with Mr. Fox ; the numerous and ' 
important productions that issued from his pen and, above all, 
perhaps, the reputation lately assigned to him, as the sap- 
posed author of Junius, taken in the aggregate, have ren- 
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14, Navigation and Conserrancy of the River 
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of late, has prevailed in that xmhappy and distraccet. i.^ 
Yet there are traces of the antiquity of this family ; although 
it is pretty evident from the name that it could not have been 
aboriginal. The probability, indeed, is, that the Francises 
emigrated from England, in the train of some of our great men, 
and we tiiid them dignitaries of the Established Church in that 
kingdom at a period comparatively remote. John, the pater- 
nal grandfather of the subject of this memoir, was nominated 
dean of the cathedixil of LifimoFe lin !l ?i^, > wd his great-grand- 
father, also named John, who became dean of Leighlin in 
1696, appears^.from Ware's History, to have aftei;i|v,ards sat 
i^ caBvooation at Dublin, in 1704/ • Beyond this, ^^'bdliefve, 
all is conjecture; and if we are not greatly mistaken, but 
few of the English setUers in Ireland can boast either so^ i^ 
iiiote or so respectable a gbhealogy. Yet, in the opitiion of 
the' lumikiotts historian of the " Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Emjpirc^" Philip Francis has still greater claims than 

* A friend, who drew up a memoir of Sir FhilJp France wbich waa iosehed in 
a periodical publication, while treating of his descent, observes as fbllowa : " Theae 
partkulan hare been e*MuH7'ei>Sected (km ihe Heralda'-office, Dublin, and Doc- 
ton' G>mnion8. In the fonn ifwas discovered by a gveat antiquary, ^oie bmi'ness' jl 
was to find materials for the pedigree of Sir Philip, on his admission to the order of 
iHt Bath ; that previous 'to' the coronation of Kichaird II., Richard Francis, who bore 
outctly the same anuajaiB the pfesent Icoight, was ereiMd' knight of thfc B&tli; Ind 
if Sir Philip does not descend lineally from that person, it is his own fault. 
The heralds offered to prove it by an exact genealogy ; provided always, that Sir 
W^ would pay cknm twb hunfidred pounda Ibr vVAi advantage. After m^tui^ 
weighing the honour against the price^ he is believed toluMe dttcUmd that llbflial 
offer.'* 
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-jos*^^^^*"^ tionfucius have maintiiined, above two thoiisaQd 

*w** hundred yearsj their peaceful honours and perpetual 

ticce^^***'* The chief of the family is still revered by the 

^^g^eigii and tbe people^ as the living image of the wisest of 



pbilJpy the father, of the genttlemaa of -whom we now tnab, 
^as educated ftt the nijhwtity o( Dttbli% aad/after distitigiiuh** 
ing himself there, as to excdiknt 8chohr,.deteriiimed|.lil{eli& 
iirog^tocs, tobeeoineAdiucchiBaB. Aahis|iatriitioiiyva8JiDot 
^r^y.alB(de^ he settled in the oomitgr of Sorry, about Jtheyflsr 
1750, where his talents and his writings soon attracted the 
.sons of a very respectable class of society to his academy* 
As the tiianslatorof Horace, his version still maintains a hi^ 
esteem ; and he obtained far greater reputation for leamiog 
by clothing Demosfdnenes in an English dress. We leftrn'his 
own liberal sentiments on the subject of government from the 
introduction* * He was also the author of two tragedies, 

• *' Oar orator now appears upon the scene in a chaiacter well worthy of hfs own 
gfcttt ahUi^ ; endowed with all the powers of eloquence. Vl^e behold him; in persond 
•opposition to, perhaps, the greatest prince that ever sat upon a throne; yetneidiet- 
awed by his power, imposed upon by his artifices, or corrupted by his gold.' Afii-^ 
tnated by the love of liberty, tliat noblest of all human passions, he stands forth the 
^guardian and defender of his country ; an equal terror to the tyrant who would en- 
slave her, as to the traitois who would betray. Whatever sentiments that passton 
can inspire} whatever aigiiments good sense can dictate; whatever ideas of highest 
sabUfflity his own great geniot could conceive, the reader will find in the following 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



17f 9Sm *MIILIP fVUiKCMb 

u SitgsBiar mA ^ CoMtamia," and of tevf^d poO^cal 
tMtmta. He It mcntiotied in Wiket's LeHen as bemg en* 
gaged in some ddi«ate n^odations on <the part (rf* the 
Right Hon. Hemy Fox, afterwards Lord Holland, wbidli 
donbdess precluded that minute application so necessary fir 
tlie si^eriiiiendeDce <£ his pupils; and Gibbon, one of the 
»ost iUustrious of Aen, accordingly oomfdains of inatten- 
tmu* > By the inflaenee oi the nobleman alluded to abo¥^ 
to whom he was cha^ain, during ^ich period he assisted 
ib ike eduoation d Mr. Charies Fox, he obtained the 
s«itory*of Banow, in Suffi>lk; and it also apjpeAtSj by an 
jmdMatio document, that on Mi^ 9, 1764^ he was appointed 
to tk^Tptekaemmt of jointK^haplain to Chdsea College. Bei^g 
tfans aaDBply pvavkled for, he obtained the dq;ree of Doctor in 
XHtiQify; and as he was now exempt from all cares relative to 
JiArtime^ he had nodiing to attend to but the advancement of 
hk^aa Philip^ a sulgect 'widch formed the diief object of his 
attrition [^towards the latter part of his life. Meanwlote h6 
Krfd in intimacy with all die ablest moi of the age. His 
fifcsijsfaip with Oarri^ is well known, and we learn from 
ibatfbjf that be lived in intimacy mth Dr. Jdmson. 
: Until he had attained the age of ten, youi^ PUUp Franeii 
vsmained in the land that gave him birth, and was eduo^ted 



iMftUh llAUppSny td (d^Bthiaci. After Miek adianeter 9f theoij wkatviodMt c xemc 
cinbe p^ for tb« transUtor ? He profefses, and rarely withoat tiupicioii of sf- 
lectatiooj hit apprehension c^ tinking under the attempt. Yet, while he feels the 
ifiStieiice of the same passions th«( animate the original^ he will not wholly despair 
of the fraitiUtioii." 'Hiis version was dedicated to his ptxron the first Lord H<dUnd, 
to whom he was domestic chapUio. 

* <^ As I approached my 16th year, nature displayed in my favour her mysterious 
Mflgica I my eonsUtution was fortified and fixed ; my unexpected mMnory again ei^ 
eouraged the hope of my education $ aKkd I was placed at Esher in Surry, in the 
KoQse of the Rev. Mr. Philip Frapcis, in a pleasant spot, which promised to unite the 
vnrioua benefits of akr^ ezerdfe, and study (Jamiary» ifii). The translator of Hpraee 
m^ht have taught me to relish the Latin Poeu^ hsd not my friends discovered, in a 
lew weeks, that he preferred the pleasures of London to the instruction of his pupils. 
Mj &tli^s perpkaity at this time, rather than his prudence, was urged to embrace a 
sai^ular and d^psrate measufe — Without pqiaratipn or delay, he carried me to 
Oxford, -and I was matriculated in the Univeisity as a gentleman commoner of Mag- 
dalen Col^ge before I had accomplished the fifteenth year of my age. (Aprils 
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under Mr. Thouas Ball, the successor of Dr. Dunliia, nam^ 
well known in the metropolis of Ireland, in a sdiool kept in a^ 
churdi, in Ship Street Dublin. In the banning of 1750^ he 
came over to England, and was soon after jdaced on the found* 
ation ci St. Paul's schocd, the master of which then was Mn 
Geoi^ Thicknesse, brother to the celebrated governor of the 
same name, and consequently unde to the late Lord Audley. 
Here he remained for about three years, and was ever after 
accustomed to mention his very respectable instructor with 
reverence and regard. Indeed the esteem was mutual, for the 
writer of this article has heard from one of the near con o e Kie na 
of this gentleman, that he was accustomed to observe ^ that 
Francis and Rosinghagen were the two most promising yootha 
ever placed under his care.'' And it is not a little remarkaUe 
diat such was their estimation in after life, that each of these 
in succession, obtained the credit of bdng Junius. Hairy & 
Woodfidl, the printer of the PuUic Advertiser, was anothw of 
his schoolfdiows. ■ ' ^ 

In 1756, when only sixteen years of age, the patron of 
his father nominated the youth to a place in the Secretary- 
of State's d6ce; and Mr. Wood, secretary to the first 
William Pitt, recommended him to that celebrated- commmler^ 
when he succeeded to the department of Mr. Fox. Thus- 
early in Ufe he was honoured with the acquaintance of the 
greatest statesman England has produced in modem times^ 
and to whom, if we mistake not, he sometimes acted as an 
amanuaasis. 

It was through his influence that, when scarcely eighteen 
years of age, young Francis was appointed private secretary to 
General Bligh, who was nominated to conduct one of those nu-^ 
merous expeditions by which the attention of France was at that 
time distracted, and her king, ministers, and troops finally har- 
rassed into a sincere desire for peace. In 1758, Commodore, 
afterwards Admiral Lord How^ who was entrusted with the 
command of the naval forces, having effected the disembarc- 
ationof a body of troops, seized (m, imd destroyed the harbour 
and basin of Cherbourg. Soon after this, General Kigh 
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)iM)4ed his* force% under the protection of the guns of the 
fleets about two miles to the westward of St, Maloes, but 
nei^ertheless did not deem it prudent to attack the city; 
and when the Due D'Aguillon, then Governor of Bri- 
tanny advtmced against him, he thought fit to retire towards 
St» Cas^ where the English squadron was stationed. Young 
Francis, not content with the labour of writing the dispatches 
announcing the retreat, was actually present and in the ranks, 
although without arms, when that action commenced, which 
muled in the slaughter and capture of a portion of our rear 
guard. 

The next station occupied by him, was a diplomatic one.. 
In 1760, by the same recommendation that was before inter- 
posed in his favour, he was nominated Secretary to the Earl 
of Kinnoul. * This Scotch nobleman, having been appointed 
ambassador to Portugal ; he and his mite witnessed two extra- 
ordinaiy events, while residing at the court of Lisbon. One 
of these, in conformity to the policy of the House of Braganza, 
was the marriage of the late queen to her uncle, which was 
afterwards followed by an union on tlie part of the Prince of 
Brazils, their son, with his own aunt. The othar was the fate 
of Gabriel Malagrida, an eloquent Jesuit, who was burnt by 
the inquisition, under pretext of being a heretic. As Mr. 
Francis is likely to have witnessed the latter act, and as he 
lived long enough in that country, to observe all the secret 
^rings of its government, it is not at all improbable, that his 



* ** In the tfarly part of my life, I had ihe/good fortune to hold a place, very inconsi- 
derable in itself, but immediately under the Earl of Chatham. He descendetl from his 
station to uke notice of mine, and he honoured me with repeated marks of his favour 
and protection. How warmly, in return, I was attached to his person, and how far I 
have been grateful to his memory, they who knew me, know. 1 admired him as a great, 
iUtutrumSy faulty t fiuman being, whose character, like all the noblest works of human 
composition, should be determined by its excellencies, not its defects. 

** I should not have mentioned these circumstances, though I confess I am proud of 
them, if they did not lead me to the subject immediately In question. In the year 
1760, Mr. Secretary Pitt recommended it to the late king, to send the present Earl of 
IGnnoiil Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Court of Lubon. The 
same recommendation engaged the noble lord to appoint me his secretary." 

Mr. Francis's Speech, February 12. 1787' 
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hatred of tyvsmyy in every sbf^pe and form, was he^htpnecV 
if not created, during the period he spent in this mission. « 

But hi$ residence on the continent was not of long duration^ 
for in 1763 we find him once more in England, where he ol>* 
tained an appointment of considerable importance, from the 
Right Honourable Wellebore Ellis, afterwards Lord Mendipsi 
and then Secretary at War, in his own office. This place, which 
required constant attendance, enabled him, at the same time, ta 
have free and constant intercourse both with public men and 
public measures, during the space of eight or nine years. It 
was at this period, according to Mr. Taylor, in his " Junius^ 
identified," that he appeared as a writer in the Public Adver-v 
tiser, under that and other signatures *^ and occupied, nay 
ingrossed the public curiosity. 

In March, 1772, Mr. Francis resigned his employment, in 
consequence of the treatment of Lord Barrington, who had. 
succeeded Mr. Ellis/ This event took place in March, 1772, 
and we find the retreat of himself, and another gentleman, 
noticed by " Veteran," on the 23d of that same month, who, 
is supposed to have been " Junius" in disguise, in the Morn- 
ing Advertiser, in the following terms : " The worthy Lord 
Barrington, not contented with having driven Mr. D'Oyley. 
out of the War Office, has, at last, contrived to e%pel Mr. 
Francis." 

Soon after this, all intercourse on the part of Junius, with 
the public, appears to have ceased, for a considerable period; 
and it is not a little remarkable, that in the interim Mr. Fran- 
cis was abroad. The spring, summer, and autumn of 1772. 
were all spent by him in travelling on the continent, in con- 
jfinction with his friend the late Mr. Godfrey. In company, 
with him he passed over to Flanders, and thence penetrated, 
into Gennany. The Tyrol and Italy were also visited by 
them ; and, in opposition to the practice of most travellers, 
instead of proceeding, they returned by France. During 
his residence at Rome, Mr. Francis repaired to Ca&tel.G;(Hi« 

* Veteran, Marcus, Brutus, &c. &.C.. 
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<blfO| wliere he had an interview with Pope OanganeIli» the 
particulars of which are said to have been communicated to a 
man of letters, of some celebri^, with whom he was intimately 
acquainted, the late John Campbell, LL.D., author of the 
^* Political Survey of Great Britain/' It will be doubtless 
found among his papers. 

It appears from Woodfall's edition of the letters of that ce- 
lebrated writer, that Junius did not renew his intercourse with 
the printer during this interval, and much stress has been also 
laid on this circumstance, by the ingenious gentleman who has 
been at sudi pains to prove that the subject of this memoir 
was the author. 

In about a year after Mr. Francis's return, he was no- 
minated one of the members of the council of BengaL To 
this high and honourable situation, which, we believe, was ac- 
companied by a salary of lO^OOOL per annum^ he appears to 
have been recommended through the ^influence of Lord 
Harrington with Lord North, afterwards Earl of Guil- 
ford, who was then prime minister. He was appointed in 
June, 1773, in conjunction with the late General John Cla- 
vering, a man of great integrity, who was also appointed Com- 
mander-in-chief; Colonel George Monson, who had served 
and distinguished himself in India ; and Richard Harwell, Esq. 
who, like himself, was a civilian : all of whom are now dead. 
He was not presented, however, to his Majesty, until Novem- 
ber l^h of the same year. Indeed, it was not until the sum- 
mer of 1 774, that these gentlemen set out on their mission, 
and by that time Dr. Francis was no more. This fond &ther 
did not live long enough to behold all his own plans realised, 
in the prosperity of a darling son, having died about a twelve- 
month before. * 

It may be here necessary, by way of elucidation, briefly to 
state the precise situation of the East India Company at this 
juncture in order to point out the real or supposed necessity 
for the interVoition of government in its affiurs. 

* Dr. Fnncit expivfd, after a tedkmi iUncip, at Baiby is Mafcb, 1773* 
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• Asia '3Jlt|s'but*imfpeffectly kho^n to the ancients, not- 
withstanding the conquests of Alexander, and the Joiig- 
oovktmn^d intereonrse kept mp with the East,' through Egypt, 
byt.the lUmians. The writings of Marco Paolo, a Vene- 
tian traveller, affinrded but an imperfect glimpse of the 
remote portions of this conti&ent, and it was not until Vas- 
qudz di Gama had donbled the Cape of Good Hope, in modern 
times, that ^y just idea could be formed of the wealth, in- 
dustry, and resources," of so many distant nations. The Por- 
tuguese were the first to enjoy the advantages of this disco- 
very; and England, at length, during the enterprising reign 
of Elizabeth, began to participate in the trade to the East. 

A company of merchant adventurers having been formed, 
soon aequited considerable commercial eminence, by the esta- 
Uishment of factories which facilitated the interchange of 
comnioditi^. Poor, humble, and dependant, they at first 
c<Airted the > native princes, with the most servile marks of 
adulation, and willingly became the tributaries of the Great 
MoguL Attaining wealth, numbers, and consequence, by the 
immefeise profits derived from trade, they soon exhibited a' train 
of policy, a display of ambition,' and an extent of success^ 
hitheiNro unexampled in the annals of any commercial company 
in the world. But it was reserved for one of thseir clerks, who 
happened' to assume a military garb, to open the way to the 
sovereignty of a large portion of Asia. This was effected by 
Mr. Clive, at the battle of Plassey, which, in the end, produced 
the downfall of the native chiefs, and the entire dependence, 
not only of rajahs and nabobs, but even of the Emperor of 
Hindostan himself. ' At this present moment, above fifty mil- 
lions of mankind are, in some measure, consigned to the charge 
of the heads of one great commercial j&'ot in Leadenhall- 
street. .:■■'>- 

But a grand question soon originated in another quarter^ 
This respected the territorial sovereignty of the newly-acquired 
p];ovinces; and, according to the opinions of all the great English 
lawyers, soon after acted upon by the legislature, this could 
alone appertain to the King of England, who had granted a 

VOL. IV. N 
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jncmopdjT <^ trad^ wholly distmct ham any supfXMied x^U 
arisiiig out of co];iqttest Accordingly, the Minister of thai 
day intiroduced a biU, in 177S» by which the civil govenunent 
of Bengal was to be ve$ted in a govemoiwgenaral and conncOy 
while the judicial admimstration waa to he regulated by a 
supreme court of justice. At this pmod, a^>eaKed on the 
scene Governor Warren Hastings \ a man of great and 
original abilities, well acquainted with the afiairs and languages 
of India, and in whose character there cwnot possiUy be any 
medium ; for he was either the most virtuous or the most guilty 
^f all those adventurers who have exchanged the banks of the 
Thames for those of the Ganges. B^etewith prefects, he 
kept up diplomatic agents at every court in India; burning 
with ambitioii, he recurred to war on all occasions, for the 
purposes of consolidating his dominion; and if there be.asy 
sound policy, or conspicuous merit, in the late additions, to our 
Asiatic dominions, he must be allowed to'haFe laid iJie foundb^ 
'tions of our present extensive, and perhaps unwiddy entire. 

7he new Counsellors, together with the new Chief Jf^^tiGe 
(Sir Eli^ Impey), at length arrived in B^gal, in the month 
of October, 1774. Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monson, and 
Mr. Francis, among whom an entire imion of sentiment pro- 
vailed, from the first seem to have been detected by Mr. 
Hastings, who neither treated them with the honours dqe to 
their rank, nor the attention , which their personal merits 
-entitled them to. 

The a£&lrs of India were discovered by than to be in a 
most critical situation ; for while JEIyder Ally menaced . the 
sa&ty, and ev^i the existence of the British possessicms, on one 
liand, the Mahrattas, then a powerful state, threatened war, in 
'Consequ^ic^ of the protection of the English Government, to 
Maganoni Bow, the assassin of his own nephew, who was then 
Pdshwa. In obediaice to their instructions at home^ the 
l^riumvirate determine to adopt a new and more liberal 
poli(r)r ; and they accordingly entered a minute on the records, 
•* That peace with the country powers, together with an inyio- 

* See a memoir of tht Right Honour>ble Warren Hastings, vol. iii. p,-24o. 
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Uble observance of public faith, and a strict attention to 
jiistice in all trarisactiohs with the natives, constifuted th6 
system of policy most advantageous for the interests of tfi^ 
British nation/' As they constituted a majority, they ^erfe 
enabled to carry feome of their plans into execution, in oppo^ 
ffltion to Mr. Hastings, and his faithful adherent Mr. Barwell. 
The alliance witfi Rugobah was accordingly fflsavowed, and 
peaSce was effected with the Mahrattas. In consequence of 
express orders from the Court of Directors, they also made 
enquiries into all the acts of bribery, peculation, and oppres- 
sidn, committed by any of the Company's servants. 

Among the persons adduced' as evidences on this occasion-, 
were Nundcoiriar, a native of great power and consequence, 
and his son Rajah Goudrass, both of whom, in the most direct 
and Unqualified terms, accused the Governor-General of 
bribery ! This charge was corroborated by a letter froni 
Munny Beguln, who had transmitted the sums in question ; 
ahd Cantoo Baboo, the Banyan of Mr. Hastings, was sum« 
moned as one privy to the whole transaction, but Was never 
ffflow^ to be produced. Inst^d of meeting the charge fairljr 
and openly, Nundcomair was instantly arrested on a charge of 
forgery; and having been committed to the comtnotijail, was 
convicted acnd executed, for the breach of an act 6f par- 
liamtot that did not extend to Scotland^ and was never before 
supposed capable of being applied to Asia. 

Tlie sudden death of General Clavering and Colonel Mobson 
obtained a superidrity for the Governor-General in council; 
ahd this circumstance, in addition to a bad state of health, ren- 
dered Mr. Francis ahxious to return to Europe. But not 
content with his triumph, Mr. Hastings communicated the 
Jbllowing minute to his adversary, on the night of the 14th of 
August, 1780, which led to the most serious consequences, sis 
it w'as both personal and offensive in no common degree : — 

" My authority for the opinions which I have declared con- 
cerning Mr. Francis, depended on facts which have passed 
within my own certain knowledge. I judge of his public conduct 
by my experience of his private, which I have found to be 

N 2 
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void of tndh and honour. This is a severe charge, but 
temperately and deliberatdy^ made, from the firm persuasion 
that I owe this justice to the public and myself, as the only 
redress to both for artifices of which I have been a victim, and 
which threaten to involve their interests with disgrace and ruin. 
The only redress for a firaud, for which the law has madeno 
provision, is the exposure of it/' This outrageous paper pro- 
-duced an immediate challenge, and the subject of this memoir 
was shot through the body. 

Soon after his recovery, Mr. Francis embarked for England. 
He left Bengal in December 17^0, and, after spending. five 
months at St. Helena, arrived in England in October l7Si. 

On his return, the gates of the India House were ^hut against 
him, notwithstanding he had enforced some of, and endeavoured 
to fiilfil all their orders. On the other hand, Mr. Hastings, 
who had been twice recalled for malvei'sation by the Court of 
Directors, and accused by Mr. Dnndbs, while occupying a 
high situation in the Government, <^ of the most flagrant vio^- 
lence and expression, and of the grossest breach of faith, com- 
-mitted against Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of Benares,*' was now 
in high favour. Fortunately for him, he had concluded the 
war in India with success. He had, indeed, increased the 
debts to a fearfiil extent; but he had also enlarged the terri- 
times of the Company, and the means were supposed to be 
justified by the end. Some of his fi*i6nds deprecated enquiry 
during his absence, and ridiculed the idea of a Governor- 
General of India ** weathering the storm by an European 
compass ;" while others calmly declared, <^ that it would be 
the greatest injustice to punish him for malversation, without 
xestorkag.the property so obtained to the right owners.'' 

On the other hand^ one of the greatest orators of this or 
any other age or country, soon after taunted the Governor- 
General with his misdeeds, in c^n parliament. After accusing 
the Court of Directors of that day with the grossest hypocrisy, 
bitterly remarking, ^^ That utter ruin, and premature death, 
had been among the fruits of their favour," he continued as 
follows : — 
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' *^ He death of Colonel Monson and Sir John Clavering, 
apd the disgrace of Mr. Francis, men who had been sent out 
to reform the abuses of the Company's government, and whose 
conduct had received their uniform applause^ amply confirm 
this observation ; but far worse has been the fate of the poor 
creatures the natives oi India, whom the hypocrisy of the 
Company had betrayed into complaints of oppression, and 
discoveries of peculation. The first woman in Bengal, a per- 
son of princely rank, who had paid above 200,000/!. a year 
quit^rentto the State, was, according to very credible informa- 
tion, so completely b^gared by her thoughtless trust in the 
Company's honour, as to stand in need of alms. The a&ir of 
Nundcomar is well kno^m : by an insult on every thing which 
India held respectable and sacred, he had been hanged for a 
pretended crim^ by an^x post Jacto act of parliament, in the 
midftt of his evidence against Mr. Hastings. The accuser they 
saw hanged. The culprit, without acquittal or. enquiry, 
triumphed on the ground of that murder : a murder, not of 
Nundcomar only, but of living testimony, and of evidence yet 
unbOTn» From that time, not a complaint has been heard from 
the natives against their governors. All the grievances of 
hidia had found a complete remedy." 

- Meanwhile, Mr. Francis hoped that a day of account would 
come, when the character of his adversary should be developed, 
and that of himself and his deceased friends fully and success- 
fully vindicated. On the dissolution of parliament in 1784, he 
was elected for the borough of Yarmouth, in the Isle of Wight, 
and is supposed soon after to have given offence to Mr. Pitt, 
by emphatically exclaiming, after he had pronounced an ani- 
mated eulogy on the late Lord Chatham, ^^ But he is dead, 
and has left nothing in this world that resembles him !" He 
now took an active atld independent part in the debates of the 
House of Commons; and while he was looked up to as an 
oracle^ in respect to the affidrs of the East, no one ever dis- 
played more zeal and activity in securing for his own country- 
men liie blessings of a free constitution. 

N 3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



182 SIR PHIUP FRANCIS. 

At length on t^ 9th of October 178$j alarmed, perhaps* 
at the clause of the j^ill introduced l^ Mr* Pitt, ap^ g^^rondy 
objected to by Mn Francis, to ^lige every persmi returning 
from India, to deliver in a statement 0f his $>i^une^ on oath, 
GpverQor Hastings embarked for Europe. He had conciliated 
a numb^ of great famiJiies i^ England, by providing for, and 
enriching their younger branchy and dependents^ His agjentlSt 
too, were not spt^ring of their favours : the pres^ waa e^xib^r 
d^ed, a host of venal writers was enUiited, and the i^p(»ls <^ the 
East were said to have be^n lavished profusely, to $ecm^e new 
and retain old adherents. So little alarmed F^e his friend^ 
that a member of. parliament % who had. undertaken the> 
maniigement of his political coi^cerns, i^^t^ally dared his adv^* 
series to the contest, and invited a parliamei^aQr oiquiry. 

l^otwithstanding this, on the l7th of February, 1786, Mr., 
Burke moved for certain papers ; and on the 4th of April^ pre- 
sented several lurticles, charging Warrei^ Hastii^gs, esquiri^ 
late Governor of Bengal, with high criD^ies and 9ii0demeanQur8». 
and with exhibiting ^ross cruelty, treachery, and injuiitice, l^ 
hiring British soldiers for extirpatiifg the Iiohilla»; for be^peavn 
ing the Great Mogul of territory and tribute ; with extortion^ 
followed by expulsion, in respect to the Rajsh of Benares i 
with cruelty to the royal family of Oude ; with having ruined 
the fertile province of Farmckabad, by £iix successive revdiu- 
tions; with receiving mpney in opposition to the orders of the 
Company; with haying conducted himself with treachery to 
Muzuffer Jung, who had been placed und^r his gjuardianship.; 
and with enormous extravagance and bribery, with a view to 
enrich his dependents and fevourites. All th^se charges, 
opginaHy eleven in. point of number, were, afterwards reduced 
to four: Benares, the Begums, the presents, and the contracts* 
Whatever wsjs done cm this si^bject was d<>ubtle^ efiected 
with the privity of Mr. Francis : foj: lyithput him, even Mr» 
Burke himself would have bee^ biewild^red^ in the nurses of 
ori^tal politics. But the, assistance. a^nJi^ on .this oocasifxr, 

* MBgorScDtu 
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became a ground of disapprobatioQ^ acndBfCB <tf diflpleasnre^ ia 
a certain quarter. Notwithstanding this, in tte spring 6f 1 787^ 
he fnovdd the revemie charge against Mr. Hastings, and 
tfaiit, too^ mUk sudi abiUty md efficacy, that hecarried it vitb 
a high hand^ against the eloquebee of the pfedner, and the 
ivhole strength of Gbvamment and the Indian interest, the 
numbers being 71 to S5. This excited a eertain spirit of op-^ 
position, if not of revenge ; and, accordingly, when die managetn 
were nominated, the subject of this mettfoir was excluded from 
die M of candidates. Mr. Fox proposed his name^ in a speeck 
higUy cdknpUmentaiy both to Us talenf$ and his virtues;^ for^ 
afteir enumeM&g tiie difierent ^alities requisite in a pubBe 
acci^ser, he declared tiiat tiiey all centred in die gendeman then 
ptopod^ by hinr. <^ In such a character, innocence and 
kyt^rit^ were indispensable ingredients. It was necessary that 
&e ^ho prefetted an accusation against another, should hifnself 
be blamdesl^ and his reputation unsuspected. That dds was 
die case with Mr. brands was uniTersally known. He had 
lieen delect^ a piedrliamentary delegate to India in the year 
177S, hi cbnseqoence of the reputation he bore. He had 
returned #ith the approbation ^nd confidence of the East India 
Compstty; and the te^mony of his friends was confirmed and 
dorroboi^tM b^ those of bis enemies. 

^< By.a'filteady hostility to the malversation of others, he had 
provokl^ the most rigid scnitihy into his own conduct. Had 
any acts of dditlquency been ^scoverable in him, they must 
long ^ce have, been brought before the public 

** It was fit that an accuser should possess talents. What 
were th^ ns^riil abilities of Mr. Francis, it was needless to 
state in a place Wherie they were so well known. What were 
his' ai;qtri^ied- abilities onthe subject of the prosecution, must be 
eqtidly evident frond the opportunities he had enjoyed. It was 
iBttCh' to bl^e beoi in India; it was much to have been ac- 
qiiaiiited #ith the evasion^ imd tergiversations under which 
Ifr.'Hkstih^ had b^en accustomed to sc'reen his obliquities. 
There were but few men from that quarter who would dare to 
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assume the diara^er of an accuser, or whose own conduct 
would stand the test of enquiry. 

: ^^ Lastly, he conceived that it was no less requisite in an 
accuser, that he should entertain no partiality in favour of the 
accused ; .that he should not be indifferent to the end of the 
prosecution, and that he should be animated with an honest 
indignation against the crimes, and the criminal whom he 
attempted to bring to justice. 

r" If Mr. Fr^cis was disposed: to cherish enmity to Mr.- 
Hs^tings, it was not a private but a public enmity ; a dislike 
npt founded on antipathy to his person, but in a just sense of 
the crimes he had committed, and the trust he had abused." ; 
Towards the conclusion, Mr. Fox entered into an eulogium 
on the conduct of this gentleiqan, relative to his plans for the 
government of our Asiatic settlements, and observed, ^^ If ever 
India should be well governed, if the corruptions that had' 
prevailed in tha,t country should ever be corrected, the disco- 
very was to be imputed to Mr. Francis. He had, with, 
infinite application and ability, brought forward the abuses of 
the East India ^administration, to the . notice of this country; 
By means of his local and personal knowledge, he had de-, 
veloped the whole mystery of corruption. He had enforced it 
on the conviction of the house ; he had persuaded an unwilling 
a\idience ; for no man was willing to become an accuser. 
Would the house, now that they had adopted the accusati<Hi> 
and made it thdr own, prevent its author from supporting it 
at the bar of the House of Lords, where he only could support 
it with effect?" 

, The late Mr. Windham delivered his sentiments on the 
same subject. He observed, <^ That in all judicial proceed- 
ings, the truth was to be discovered through the contention and 
opposition of the parties, or their advocates. It was, perhaps^ 
by confounding the functions of a witness and an accuser, ^ that 
jaem\^ers were induced to entertain so ill-founded an idea, as 
that private res^tment unfitted a man for the character of an 
accuser. Even a witness was not disqualified for partiality ; 
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fer, in fact, every witiiess was in some degree partial ; and if 
the judge perceived in him a more than ordinary degree of 
animosity, he only heard him with the more caution, and ques- 
tioned him with the greater strictness. 

^^ But did Mr. Francis really labour under that impression? 
He could see no reason to imagine it, unless the necessary am*- 
sequoice of a duel was perpetual enmity. Would a private 
individual, having a law-suit with another, and that other fast- 
ening a quarrel upon: him, immediatdy, on that account, 
relinquish his cause, and give up his property ? Mr. Windham 
hoped that no one would pretend to argue, that it would be 
more incumbent where the person was only a trustee for 
another. This was Mr. Francis's case : he had been entrusted 
by the public, he saw the public wronged by Mr. Hastings,' 
and he determined to do justice to his masters by bringing the 
delinquent to an account for his malversation. The delinquent 
quarrelled with him, and they fought ; and for that reason, 
merely because a private injury was superadded to public 
offences, the public were to lose the means of bringing to 
jpunishment the person who had violated the trust they had« 
reposed in him." 

Mr. Pitt having observed, <^ That the question, in his 
opinicm, was a question of feeling, and not of argument ; and 
that he was disinclined to appoint, as a representative of the 
House of Commons, the only member who had, on a former 
occasion^ been engaged in a personal contest with the accused," 
Mr. Burke ridiculed these allegations with considerable force) 
and effect. 

** Was it fit or becoming in the character of a legislator, on 
a great and important question^ to say that his feelings were so 
much hurt, that he found himself compelled to abandon inves- 
tigation and argument, that he might not violate his delicacy ? 
What was delicacy ? It was but a term to which no definite 
idea had been found. It was at best but a superadded flower to 
virtue; an ornament, the absence or the presence of which was 
alike indifferent to the substance. Delicacy and feeling might 
be very proper terms to express the sensations arising from the 
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exertions of a» opera singer, but diejr were an insolt to tlie 
solenmitf and mi^nitude of parliamentary ddiberation/' 

Mr. Francos at la^;di arose and observed, << That he had alK 
tended the debate very much agunst his indinadon, although he 
ooold not with any jHropriety have avmded it. It was incumbent 
on him to appear, and be ready to give answers to anything 
which, in the judgment of die Hmise^ might have calkd for ex- 
planaticm* , But he now fennd, that the olijection turned upon; 
no imputation against his character, no suspicion upon his 
conduct, but merdy <xi a point of honour.'' 

Turning round to die friend of the accused, be then apos-- 
trc^hised them in amanner dint extorted even dieir applause. 

^ Thirteen years are now dapsed,'' observed he^ << since i 
first was connected in office with Mr. Hastings; rix of theai' 
were wasted in Iiidia in perpetual contest with him. Seven 
years ago, I left him diere, in possesdbn of absolute power. In 
all diat time^ no charges have been produced agunst me.^ 
Surely, Sir, if accusation is ever to conn^ it is high time it 
should ap^peat. If now, or at any odier period, I should be 
obliged to change place with Mr. Hastings; if hereafter it 
should be my lot to be accused, I shall assuredly never object 
to his being^^my prosecutor ; ibr though bjr removing a power- 
fill, a wdUnfermed, and in the sense of the present argument^ 
an inveterate accuser, I might provide fbr my safety, my 
honour would be lost. Let diose gentlem^i who are entrusted 
with die care of Mr. Hastings' hcmour, look to what they am 
doing I" 

Mr. Frauds then entered into a review of his conduct in 
respect to Mr. Hastmgs, dnoelus return to England. Seven 
years before^ when he had been almost immedkttely caMed on 
to give evidoice before a committee of the House of Commons, 
^< Could he, without treachery to the public, have refused any 
information in his power ? If not, the single question was, in 
what form did it become him to act? In the character of an 
evidence only ? Would that have been a part to which no 
cttmity, no malice could have becai imputed ? Would it have 
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been honourable in turn to stand aloc^and hide himself while 
in tact he supplied the information, furnished the materials, 
and prompted the prosecution? Was he thought to have 
acted dishonourably, because he dedared himself the respon- 
siUe accuser of Mr. Hastings, — because he avowed his prin- 
ciples, and hawurded all the oonseqiienoes of obloquy, retaliation, 
and revei^;ey which a pdD^lic prpsecutcNr must encounter, but 
which a secret and skulking accuser might easily avoid? 

<< I had originally advised on this subject with SSt William 
Draper ; my conduct has been more recently i^roved by 
General Burgoyne; men who might be supposed no mean 
judges o£ a point of luNiour. But while I lament the ocmse^ 
quenoes of a vote^ that shall exdude me from any diare in the 
impemjimoit of Mr. Hastings, I trust that no person will think' 
it possible^ that I mean te soMcit this House to altar its reso- 
lution. I owe every assistance to my friend Mr. Bnrke^ in 
the task he has undertaken ; but exclusive^ of that consider- 
ation, wimt can I deserve better, than to be absolved without 
disgrace^ from any further ccmcem in this toilsome^ invidious, 
and most imthankfiil o&ce ?* 

The frioids of Mr. Hastings triumphed on the division, al- 
^ though fidrly beatoi in the dd)ate ; for the ea/es in &vour of 
Mr. Francis's admission were 62, and the noes 122 I On 
this the name of Mr. Frederick Montague was substituted. 

It was now supposed -^ perhaps hoped, by some — that the 
great talents of Mr. Francis, added to his critical and minute 
information on all subjects connected with India, would be 
lost <m the part of the prosecution. But it proved otherwise, 
as will be seen from the following document, which reflects so 
mudi honour on the good conduct and abilities of the subject 
of. the presoit memoir; nor ought it to be omitted here, 
that the late Lord Minto declared, that afler perusing the 
recoids of the Company, he had there found inculcated the 
most wise and steady prindples of government, an inflexible 
integrity, and a firm resistance to all corrupt principles on 
the part of Mr. Francis. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



188 SIR PHILIP FRANCIS. 

Copy of a Letter from the Committee of Managers of the Irnr 
peackTJient, to Philip Francis^ Esq. dated Committee Roomy 
House of Commons, Dec. 18, 1787. 

"Sir, 
. " There is nothing in the orders of the house whidi pre-' 
vents us from resorting to your assistance; and we should 
shew very little regard to our honour, to our duty, or to the 
effectual execution of our trust, if we omitted any means that 
are left in our power to .obtain the most benefidal use of it. 

" An exact local knowledge of the a&irs of Bengal is re- 
quisite in every step of our proceedings ; and it is necessary 
th(tt our information should come from sources not only com- 
petent but unsuspected. We have perused, as our duty has. 
often led us to do, with great attention, the records of the 
Company, during the time in which you executed the important 
office committed to you by Parliament ; and our good opinion of 
you has grown in exact proportion - to the minuteness and. 
accuracy of our researches. We have found that as far as in 
you lay, you fully answered the ends of your arduous dele- 
gation. An exact obedience to the authority placed over you 
by the laws of your country, wise and steady principles of 
gpvernment, an inflexible integrity in yourself, and a firm re- 
sistance to all corrupt practices in others, crowned by an 
uniform benevolent; attention to the rights, properties, and 
welfare of the natives (the grand leading object in your ap- 
pointment) appear eminently throughout those records* Such 
a conduct, so tried, acknowledged, and recorded, demands our 
fullest confidence. 

^^ These, Sir, are the qualities,; and this is the conduct on 
your part, on which we ground our wishes for your assistance. 
On what we are to ground our right to make any demand 
upon you, we are more at a loss to suggest. Our sole titles, 
we are sensible, are to be found in the public exigencies, and 
in your public spirit. Permit us. Sir, to call for this further 
service in the name of the people of India, for whom your 
parental care has been so long distinguished, and in support 
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of whote cause you have ^countered so many difficulties, 
vexations, and dangers. 

^ We have expressed sentiments in which we are unanimous, 
and which, with pride and pleasure, we attest under all our 
signatures, entreating you to favour us as frequently as you 
can, with your assistance in the committee ; and you shall have 
due notice oi the days on which your advice and instructions 
may be more particularly necessary. We have the honour to 
be, 

" With the most perfect respect, Sir, 
^^ Your most fiiithful and obliged humble servants, 

" Edmund Burke, Chairman. 
Charles James Fox, Maitland, 
R. B. Sheridan, Dudley Long, 

Thomas Pelham, John Burgoyne, 
W. Windham, Geo. Aug. North, 

Gilbert Elliot, St. Andrew St^John, 

Charles Grey, Richard Fitzpatrick, 

William Adam, Roger Wilbraham, 

John Anstruther, John Courtenay, 
M. A. Taylor, James Erskuie." 

As there was neither rule, nor precedent, nor r^^ulat^ion of 
Parliament, to prevent such auxiliary succour, Mr. Francis 
instantly attended tlic committee, and gave his aid and assist- 
ance on every occasion. The fate of this prosecution carried 
on by the ablest men in England is well known. Notwith- 
i^»nding the sanguine temperament, the wrongs, and the injus- 
tice experienced on the part of ^Mr. Francis, his conduct was 
firm, indeed, but mild and manly. On the^ other hand, the 
proceedings of Mr. Burke were violent, and his language bitter 
and vituperative in the extreme ! The original prosecution was 
at first, both popular and just ; but an impeachment of seven 
years duration, during which a large portion of the ori- 
ginal judges were either removed by death or disability, while 
many new ones, utterly unacquainted with the proceedings, had 
been introduced into the House of Lords, seemed to violate 
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erery principle of crimiiial justice. Iti addition to t& thes^ 
considerations, there are certain circumfstunces €t a delicati 
nature^ connected with the secret history of this country, {hat 
concurred in the escape of the Govemor-Otoeral ; and let it 
also be recollected, that notwithstanding hid grieit and ^kAow- 
kdged abilities, 1^ was never afterwards employed or trusted,^ 
«r consulted, by that or any subsequent administration. True 
it is^ that towards the conclusion of his life, he was admitted 
an honorary member of the Privy Council. Yet this must be 
considered merely as a personal favour, as the votes of the 
House of Commons for his impeachment, (Hi the sbore of 
cruelty, rapadty, and injustice^ have never to this day been 
rescinded. 

Meanwhile Mr. Francis continued to act ah important part 
in all the debates of the House. He 8upp6rted Mr. Fox, who 
finally triumphed respecting the subject of the Westminster 
Section. He opposed both the facts and conclusions annually 
stated by Mr. Dulidas, afterwards Lord Melville, on opening 
the India budget ; he deprecated the delusive idea then held 
out of an excess of revenue and ridiculed the project of lessen- 
ing the dd^ts and burdens of Great Britain, by means of the 
super-abundant wealth of Asia ! Such a wild project no longer 
finds supporters, eyen now, when our territories and p<^u- 
lation have obtained such a sudden increase, ^sd we have be- 
come the sole prepondei^ant power in Asia. 

The conduct of the House of Commons during the war 
with America, st^radded to many gross and unqualified in* 
stances of abuse, induced many persons of consideration, both 
in and out of Parliament, to call idoud ftnr a reform; Mh 
Pitt had been one of the first to patronise this ineasure, which 
proved the ladder, indeed, that mounted him to power and 
consequence, and enabled that great orator to display those 
singular and onnmanding talents which for a time attracted 
the applause and attention of his countiymen. 

Mr. Francis was not inattentive to this great and important 
subject On the contrary, he took the lead, in recommending 
measures likely to obtain the object in question. It was he 
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tbe Peofde^'' and associated Mr^ Fo^ Mr. TiernejTf Lord 
then Mv* Grey, &c*9 &g^ in bi? labours. Qa this subjects he 
{Miblidied a pamphlet^ and drcidated it for the impeetion of 
the fiieods of that caufte^ which we may notice hereafter, as an 
interleaved copy now lies before us. !Such {Hroceedings as 
these could not fiiil to call for the animadversiims of his qwm^ 
dam friendy Mr. Burk^ who was about this period, rewarded 
for bis zeal, with revaraionaiy and other grants, equal to 
35,000/, of the public money f while the royal &vour designated 
a peerage in addition to his pension. The following docu^ 
ments, including both the charge and the refiitation, oi^ht 
assuredly to find a place here. 

Copy of a Letter from Philip Francis, Esq. 

" St. Jamels Square, Feb. 20, 1797. 

<< In the 71st page of a printed letter troia Mr. Burke to 
the Duke of Portland, v^ithout a date, I find die £;^owing 
assertions : 

** < Some of these gentlemen, who have attacked the House 
of Commcms, lean to a representation of the people by the 
head; that is, to indimdudl representation. Nom of them, 
that X recollect, exc^t Mr. Fox,, directly rejected it. It is 
remarkable, however, that he only rejected it by simply 
declaring an opinion : he let all the arguments go against his 
opinion. JU the proceedings and arguments of his reforming 
fnendg lead to individual repres^itation, and to nothing dise. 
It deserves to be attentively observed, that this individual re-. 
presentalion is the onihf plan of th^r reform which has been 
explicitly proposed.' 

*< And in pi^ 81, I am named as one of a pludanx, Iq 
whom not only these views, proceedings, argum^its, and plans 
erf parliamentary reform are imputed^ but who had thought 
proper to treat him as adeserter, as if he had sworn to live and 
die in OMT French principles. I believe I shall sufficiently 
clear myself from these imputations by decliuring as I do : — 
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<Mst, That having been a ihember of the society of ^ the 
Friends of the People^ and having had a share in the conduct 
of their proceedings, I know not of any act, order, resoluti<MD> 
proposition, motion, or proceeding of any kind, in diat so- 
ciety, in favour of individual or universal rq[>re6entation. 

^^ 2d, That I am morally certain, that, if any motion to that 
effect had been proposed, it would have been rejected by A 
very great majority of the whole society* 

^^ 3d, That, if it had been possible for such a motion tP 
prevail, I would have quitted the society, and opposed their 
proceedings, 

"4th, That in feet a very diflFerent principle of reform^ 
and incompatible with that imputed to us, viz* by extending 
the right of voting to all householders paying parochial taxe$> 
and stopping there^ was unanimously adopted by the society on 
the 9th of April, 1794. 

" 5th, That on the 30th May, 1795, the society unanimously 
approved of a plan formed by me on this principle, and 
recommended it to the consideration of the public ; and that 
this plan was published in all the newspapers. 

" 6th, That I have, on all occasions, resisted and repro- 
bated to the utmost of my power the idea of individual or 
universal representation, particularly at a meeting of the so- 
ciety on the 8th of March, 1794, at which I expressly treated 
it as a dangerous ckvnera, set up on purpose to delude the hwer 
classes of the people* 

" In the House of Commons, on the 23d of January, 1795, 
the following words make part of my answer to the Attorney- 
General : — 

" * With respect to universal representation, and all the 
dangers and all the reproaches attached to it, I must say, that 
I think the learned gentleman ought to be careiiil to distin- 
guish those who profess to have such a scheme in contem- 
plation, and others who reject it with a disapprobation as full 
and entire, though not perhaps with such extravagant horror 
as he does. He ought to have known that the idea of uni- 
versal representation was never encouraged or countenanced 
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tty imy act 0^ declaration whatever of owr association. If he 
linwTB any thing to the contrary, I call upon him nOW — I 
<iitf etige him to point it out. Of me in particular, he must 
have known, and, in cahdour, he ought to have acknowledged^ 
dmt it is not possible fi^ratiy nlan to go further than I have 
done, to reject, to resist, and to explode every project of that 
nature and every (srineiple and argument set up to support it ; 
a project, however, so chimerical, and so utterly impracticable^ 
that it is superfluous to load it with charges of danger and 
malignity. But, let the doctrine I allude to be ever so mis^ 
Ghievous,'is it in fact,* is it in truth, the real object of all the 
apprehensions and terrors which are said to be excited by it? 
-— I do not believe it ; I do not believe that the enemies of 
referm are so much terrified by it as they pretend to be. 
They know, as well as I do, that it is nothing bi^t a visioa 
whidi can never be realised. ^ No, Sir ; whatever thfy may 
pretend, this is not the true ground of their uneasiness. It isr 
tiie * reasonable, the moderate, the practicable plan which, 
i^ly 'fills them with terror and anxiety. That, -perhaps, 
might be accomplished ; the other never can, nor, if it were 
even to obtain for a moment, could it possibly subsist ; and I 
am convinced, that, if it were possible to drive those persons 
to an option, they would prefer the worst to the best ; because 
they would Joresee that the mischiefs inevitable in the exe- 
cution of such a scheme, or even in the attempt, would de- 
termine every reasonable man in the country to revert and 
submit to the present system ; that is, to suffer the constitutioa 
to languish and dissolve in its corruption, or gradually to 
perish by decay, rather than to encounter the direct and posi- 
tive dangers of a change so violent and extreme, to which 
their minds would naturally unite the certainty of irtstanj; 
destruction.' 

' <* In nqr speech on the slave trade, on the 1 1th of April, 
179^, there is the following passage: — 
* ^* * In the lowest situations of life the people know as well 
ds we do, that wherever personal iiidustty is encouraged, and 
property prot^ted, there must be inequalities of poisessiq^ 
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anf[ qonsequently distinction of rank% Then toipe tbe fiwvi' 
apd th,Q prder, l^y which t^e subatance ifi nt (^<3e d^fivedimd. 
preserved. Distribution and limiti|tion prevent '0p|if|isioiit.Aii4; 
goveminent by orders is the natural result of property pypr 
tected by freedom. Take care that you adhere to it« Wheve 
the few pdssess all, and the multitude have nothin^^ there is uta. 
government by orders. Every thing is in ea^tr^ty, and 
nothing in gradation.' 

<« Whether these are French principles or not» I neitberr 
know nor care. , I assert that they are mine. 

« Philip Francis^" , 

* On the great question of war with France, in 179S-3^ 
Mr. Francis joined and acted in unison with his firicaid, Mi;*^^ 
Fox. He contended with him, as to the injustice and im*' 
policy of their country's interposing in contmental dispute^ 
jpore especially when in opposition to a nation, that wished to^ 
throw off its chains, and become free, as England herself had; 
done by the revolution of 1688. Accordingly, wbeaa^ as^Or 
first step towards hostilities, a motion was made for the aug- 
mentation of the navy, he explained his opinions in parlia-, 
Qient, and did all in his power to impress both the House of 
Commons and the nation, with the propriety of effecting a 
change in the administration. He enquired^ *^ whether it' 
was to the fault or the misfortune of ministers, that the present, 
situation of tbe country was to be attributed ? they owed it 
to their own character, to the House, and to the co^ntiy^ to^ 
show, we were not brought into our present perilous crisis, by; 
any fault on their part. At a moment like this, when we 
Were called on to struggle even for our existence as a nation, 
it was a lamentable consideration, that the whole ability of 
the country was excluded from the government." 
,..At the dissolution of that parliament, Mr. Francis was un« 
able to obtain a seat. At the general election, in 1796, Iiq 
stood for Tewkesbury, in conjunction with his^fii^ad Mr. 
Moore, now member of parliament for Coventry, fyud they 
>Hntly endeavoured on this occasion to establish Ihe franchises. 
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of the freetticn and freeholders; .but their two opponentsr, 
^a adirocated the exchisive rights of the housekeepers, were 
mMeA by the retuming-ofiicer, who considered this as a 
ma and lot borough; On this they presented a petition ; but 
ike decision of a commiltee was adverse to their claims. In 
cODsequenctiof this event, Mr. Francis remained during a long 
p^nod of about six years out of parliament. In 1802^ how^- 
ever, be again resumed his place in the house. On this occa- 
sion he was nominated for Appleby, and sat for that plade 
during several subsequent parliaments, without opposition and 
witkont expebse. 

Tlie affairs of India, as usual, still continued to engage hiff 
attrition, and occupy his researches^ He lost no opportu- 
nity to renund the House of Commcms atid the nation, that 
our frequent wars in Asia were equally impolitic and unjust^ 
and that even our conquests tended to precipitate our ruin. 
in 1804^ he commenced an elaborate speech with reading the 
fbllowing clause of an act of parliament : ^^ Whereas to pw> 
sue the schemes of conquest and extension of dominion in 
India are measures repugnant to the wish, the honour, and 
poHey of this nation, &c." 

" Since this prohibitory act passed in 1784," saj^ he, " I 
a))peal to the House whether we have heard of any thing from 
bidia but war and conquest; many victories and great acqui-^ 
tttions, with only now and then a short interval of repose, to 
take breath and begin again. There is* another ground of 
presumption against the necessity and justice of these wars^ 
n^idi seems to me as strong and conclusive as any presumption 
can be b^ore the contrary is proved ; I mean. Sir, that ahnost 
lA these: wars are supposed to originate in acts of provocation 
and aggression committed by the weak against the strong. 

^ The strength of any single Indian state at any time, and 
Pxm I believe of all of them put together, is not to be com-> 
pttred to the military powef and resources of the English. 

^' I do not say that the^e nations have no means of defence^ 
cr that the Mahrattas, for ckampile, can do us no mischief; 
but Ijiat consideriftg the great disparity of force, H r#qilii56l 
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.very clear eviJence to make it credible,' that whereas thedfe- 
position of the British power ib India is always, if possible, to 
preserve the peace, and to be satisfied with what we possess^ 
this excellent disposition is never suiFered to prevail, because 
the Indian princes are so restless and unruly, that we cannot^ 
in common justice to ourselves, refrain from invading them. ^ 
The fable says — the fierce, rebellious lamb would never suffer 
the mild, gentle, inoderate wolf to be quiet : if it was not jfou^ 
it noa's your father. ' ' >. 

'^ These propositions iruiy be true, but they require sdme 
proof; and, when the proof is produced, I shall desire it 
always io be observed and remembered, that the evidence 
which comes b^ore us is ex parte* We hear little or nothing 
of what the opposite, and possibly the injured party^ have to 
?ay for themselves. ; 

. " Ever since I Imve known any thing of Indian affairs, I 
have found that the prevailing disease of our government there 
has been a rage for making war. The strong, though ineffec- 
tual remedies which have from idme to time been i^pUed to 
this disorder, are a sufficient proof of its existence. That in-r 
dividuals may find their account in the conduct of such wars, 
I do not mean to dispute ; but I deny that they are or can be 
for the benefit of the India Company, or the nation, parti'* 
cularly in the present circumstances of the Coihpan/s afi)drs« 
In liiese circumstances, and in actual possession of half thb 
peninsula, you engage in a new war with the Mahratta^, the 
success of whkh can give you nothing but an addition of ter-^ 
ritory, which you cannot keep without an intolerable increase 
of your military establishment, and a perpetual drain of all 
your resources, of men as well as money, and which yoii 
ought not to keep if you could. Whether the Mahrattas hlive. 
united in defence of their country, or to carry the wrir into 
the heart of our best provinces, as they have done in former 
times, or with what loss or expense our success against them 
may have been purchased, are questions on which w^ are 
utterly in the dark. By public report alpne we are infonne<^ 
that war of great extent at least, and liable to m^py import^* 
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tmt isoiMeqdeiicesi is now carrying on in India, and that na 
information of it has been communicated to parliament/' 

A few dayiB after this (May S, 1804) he opposed the pro- 
piDftiCion <^ that the dianks of the Hou^ be given to the Mar-' 
quis Wellesley, and to the officers and soldiers concerned 
in achieving our late successes in India, &c." on the principle, 
&at the terms were so worded, as to include an approbation 
of the causes of the war. 

"« The Noble Lord (Castlereagh),'' said he, ** talks witli 
tiiumph Mid exultation of the rapid progress of our arms, and 
the imm^ise acquisitions of territory we have made in the 
Gkizzerat, and elsewhere. He forgets that the positive law 
of this country, founded on the best-considered principles- of 
policy and justice, and confirmed by the advice of every irian 
in this country whose authority deserves to be regarded, for- 
bids any further acquisition of territory in India. Prima fader 
a^^ British governor, who makes war for the acquisition of ter- 
ritory, ofiends against the law, and is bound to justify himself 
^1 the case before he can be acquitted. 

c >< On the whole. Sir, it is my opinion that this motion of 
tlianks to Lord Wellesley ought to be deferred. I have no 
personal dbject to obtain, or even a wish to gratify, in the 
part I have taken on this subject, unless it is to preserve the 
oonsistaicy of my own chfuracter, and to adhere to the prin- 
ciplesr with which I s€^ out in the government of India, and 
firom which I never have departed. 

i ^ Thanks given without knowledge or deliberiitien do no 
honour to those who give, or to those who receive them. They 
have no root, and cannot }ive. Let the evidence come before 
ns. J^t the Noble Lord^ conduct be examined, and then if 
it diould i^pear that the war in which India is involved was 
not voluntary on his part; that it was founded in justice and. 
necessity ; I shall be as ready as any man to join in. the thanks 
pr(^x)6ed by this motion. The thanks of the House of Com-, 
moos, founded on due examination, and including all the 
considerations that belong to the question, will then pro- 
Md with dignity. Their impression will be deep, and |heir 
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^Spd lasting.. I ^er^for^ th^k th^ thd mplMui jW^ )t^ 
be pos^x)a64«'' 

. On the 2l8t of January, 1805, Mr*Fiwei^ moved fciT, an 
enquiry into tb^ origin of tfie ymr with J^9«pwii|it Biu» H^ibMri 
fnd on Friday, April 5th of ^e same year, he go^^p t)^ iS^l;^ 
lowing detail relative to our Asiatic po69es8iona» 

<^ The origin of our connection with India, an4 the fip^mdft-r 
lion of our establishment there, was coounerciaL App<^ng^ 
in the character of jqaerchants, ai^d for mmy yei4:# assuming no 
Other, we were received by the native prineesi not only wiWi haw 
pitality and protection, but with extraordinary favour and ei^ 
eoaragan^t; and certainly, as &r as the commercial inierastd 
0f their subjects or thar own wer^ ooncerned, they acted wisely^ 

(^ In the natural coarse of things, it is not possible to open 
a trade of any kind between India and Europe, wkhoul 
making it a channel of profit and an influx of weal A to Indict 
Comparatively speaking, India, and especially Bengal, sella 
every thing to foreign nations, and buys very little. In thiir 
intercourse with Europe^ the native princes saw and unde^* 
•tood their immediate advantage. Their commer^al ejre was 
open; but their political eye was shut. They saw that i^ 
balance of fordgn trade was immensely in their &voiu^; but 
they did not foresee the fatal consequence of granting^ to foreigi^ 
merchants a staticmary establishment in their country* » 

^* The conduct of another Eastern nation, in simUar ciih 
cumstances, exhibits an example of souncbr policy* Thct 
Chinese will never su£fer us to have a footing in China. On 
iikis subject, their own institutions are wise^ and they know' 
how we have acted in India. , From factories to fortifications i 
from fortifications to garrisons ; from garrisdns to armies, and 
from armies to conquest; the gradatioiK^ were natural, and^ 
the result inevitable. For my present purpose^ it is not; 
material to look back to our ^ansacdcms in India b^rer th^: 
year 1765. - 

<^ Up to that period, our affairs were in a state of, prcH 
gression, without a solid security, and exposed to many^ 
hazards. The grant of the Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
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Orixt, tinitineikiy Lord Clive^ gave us a powerfbl estaUish^ 
taentf and in eflPect a sovereignty in India, under the name a» 
diadow of a country government. "> 

* ^ FVom Jbreign Aierchants we suddenly became a great ter- 
ritorial and political power : from adventurers, who had every 
tfamg to win, we became possessors, who had &very thing va- 
ktable tb lose. No wise man continues the 'game, by whicH 
his fortune is <mce niade. Accordingly we changed, or pro- 
fessed to diange^ our mastims with our situation. The 
fimdamental principle immediately recommended by all thi 
tUithorities alnroad, and acknowledged and adopted by all the. 
powers at home, was limitation of dominion. The same great 
man, to whom we owe the acquisition, and who laid the 
ftfwadatian of our dominion, bequeathed to us the wi^t 
counsels for preserving it. His words are % * My resolution^ 
and my hopes will always be to confine our conquest and our 
poJBiessions to Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. To go further is^ 
iii my opinion, a scheme so extravagantly ambitious and 
absurd that no governor and council in their senses can ever 
adopt it, unless the whole system of the Company's interest be 
&8t eitirely new-modelled.' On this principle^ when the 
dominionis of Suja ul Dowla, when the whole country of Oude 
%as at his disposal, he restored it to that prince. To the 
same effect, th^re is another authority, particularly weighty in 
the scale with any argument of mine, I mean that of Mr. 
'Hastings, whose name assured^ I should never have men- 
tidned, if I had not an opportunity of doing it with appro- 
bation, as well as with advantage to my opmion. No words 
can be stronger than those in which he gives his own. In a 
letter addressed to the Court of Directors, the President and 
Council of Fort William say, * The security and tranquillity 
of .these provinces shall be the ultimate end of all our nego- 
ciations ; and you may trust, that we are too well aware of the 
ruinous tendency of all schemes of conquest, ever to adopt 
them, or ever to depart from the absolute line of seU-defence,. 



♦ Sejrt. 30, 17*>^' 
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upliess io^Ied io it )>y the n^ost. obvijEnis neu^ijrJaAd imM^ 
diate exigency of the circumstances. 

Signed, /. -<!. 

* Warrsk Ha6tui06 ANd .Coui^cn^' 

« These were the principles most solemnly declared an4 
established by t|ie court of directors, in concert with Iw 
Majesty's ministers^ at that time, for the future government of 
India. In their instructions to the governor-general an4 
council appouited by Parliament, their first injunction is .to. 
Jix our attention to the ^preservation of peace tkrotj^kout Indict, 
and to the security of the Compamfs possfssiozis. Their letters 
^e filled with maxims and ordeips to the same effect." 

Oh the 10th of March, 1806, when th^ Hopse was engaged 
in a discussion relative to the conduct of the Marquis Wei- 
lesley, Mr. Francis, after a few words Qn that subject^ in rq)ly 
to some marked compliments from one of the directors *, SO7 
licited the attention of the House for a few. words, in respect 
to himself, and the rather, as they would probably be the last 
he should ever address to them on that subject. , . . 

" He had passed six years," he said, " in perpetual misery 
xmd contest, in Bengal, at the hazard of his life, for which he 
appealed to the chairman of the court of directors : then . a 
wretched voyage of ten tnonths, and two and twenty years of 
labour in tlie same course, imsupported, and alone, ^ - 

^^ By endeavouring through all 'that portion 6^ his life to 
maintain right against wrong, he had sacrificed his repose, and 
forfeited all hopes of reward or personal advantage ; but now 
lie had taken his resolutions, and would do so no more* He 
would never more take an active part, much less a lead,, in 
any discussion of Indian questions. ^ 

** When he made a motion, which had been alluded tO| last 
year, it was not to impeach Lord Wellesley, but to arm Lord 
Comwallis with the authority of Parliament, and to satisfy the 
princes of India, that this nobleman acted not merely on his 
own senlbiments, but on the permanent prin^les of the British 



* Mr. HudtOeiton. 
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kgidiitiire^ * Thst mbtim wi» sc^ aside, and he would nefer 
veoewiu ' ' -i^ . ..= - 

. ^ With r^jard to paraonal proeeodings against aiiy inaiii he- 
vms raotrad tottke no part in them. The imp^icfanNini of 
Mr. Hastings had cured hun of that folly. It was he^ in fiu:t, • 
who had been tried, and Mr. Hastings acquitted. 
i ** He had reason enough to feel a spirit of prejudice, if not 
of anunosityi against Lord Melville, from- the perpetual 0(mi«« 
tradiction he had maintained against him ; yet inall^ the pn>*' 
ceedings relative to that noble loard, he had never uttered one. 
word ; nor would he now concern hlnnelf in any pros^utioni 
agubst Lord Wellesley. His spirits were exhausted, and hii< 
BEund was subdued by a long, unthankful, and most invidious! 
^^iplication to <me pursuit, in which he had never been able to^ 
do any good. < ' 

^< He was not, nor would be, standing counsel for the nation^ 
or for the Cbmpany, <m the subject of India. There was one 
vi^ only^ in which he should attend to future proceedings ia 
parliament on Indian questions, because he would not reIin-» 
quish the duties of his station while he hdd a seat in parlia^ 
ment ; he would watdi and take care, if he could, to proteci 
the finances of Britain frdm bdng ruined by those of India* 
,. «< I have passed,^^added h^ " almost thirty years in endea-' 
youring to defend the India Company's property from ruin, 
and to support their lawful authority ; I have laboured to pre-*: 
Serve the peaceof Asia, and to protect the natives fVom.c^ 
iNressiom. The cmly duty now iefi me, is to defei^d England 
against India«^ 

In resjSect to the: conduct of Mr. Francis with regard, to the 
affimrs of Asia, and still more with reference to the war with 
France, a considerable difference of opinion may exist; but as 
to his great and singular merits on another occasion, there 
can be no one dissentient voice, r Mr. Francis was not opulent; 
he inherited but a very trifling, if any, patrimonial fortune; 
im aoqoisitiims in India had been considerably reduced by his 
expenses in England ; he had not enriched himself by mar- 
riage, nor ha^ he received one shilling of the public money for 
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mngryeim^ Wkhai»%tQtbtt|uwidid ^^ 
a gentleman, and had to maintain an estaUishment in fits 
Jaiies's Square witk a eoimtry house in the connty.of 8ixi*i^. 
Sadi 'vai ihift prooise iitualiHih viieii the 'new and gii^ 
of African slavery engaged the attrition of ike natieiu At 
this period, when, to a man getting old and infirm, d9biene«r 
btooam^ desinible and indeed almost necessary, 'Sb. iVands 
Mm placed in a most disagreeable dilemma. 'A .refieUive^ 
possessing considerable plantations in (he West Indies, abormedi 
atdie near and urgent daims now. made on the score pf hv^ 
maniity, held out a temptfl^ion, thost to other mea and odier 
oharacfeers, wonldhave proved irresistible. On one hand, he 
hAdd aU the allaremeats of greitf M^iealth ; on the odieiv ha 
was to oontehiplate itk privations^ both in respeot to him and; 
his desc^idants. He did not hesitate^ however, for a single 
mnnient, as tb the condiid: fit for him to pursne, as will he 
seen fimm his sentiments, when Mr. Wilberforcje bribugiht: ina 
bill ^ to (n^event the further im^rtation of slaves ii^dMr 
British oolmies in the West Indies/' Here fdlow^ the silb^ 
stance of his ^^eedi on that occarion, as given in the debafea 
in. jtoliament, comn^encing with his attadc on the preinier, tm 
account' of the slow progress made by him,' in putting an -end 
to the ne&rion^ traffic in human creatures. On this occasion, 
(April II, 1796) h0 made a motion for leave to bHng in a 
bil) to meliorate the situation of the slaves ki the W^ 'lA» 
dies. After reminding die House of the pledge that had 
been giten, and the fakh that had been violaleid, he ttmie4 
round to the Treasury Bench, and spoke as follows :^ 

«*Tha'e is one person* left, l^r, whose supp«^ if I really 
had it, would undoubtedly be of more use than aU the tmi^ 
but whose support I disdain to solidt. ^ 

<< I will not, for any purpose of t^ world, mudi less for 
ai^ interest of my oim, descend from the inctependenoe of my 
character, or frt>m the station attached to the duty of thts dajs 
to submit myself to a capricious, m<^n, injurious enmify^ not 

. •Mr.Pkt. - V 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Un JPBItlt JPRiUClA KNI 

the )0ls WiM^ becanlei utt^Igr gmsodleiii Botihe kit pcner 
ii«lliBg beimaqe uMoly unpi^vok^ 

<< Neither is it iiecef»ary« I have a surer ooune to takr 
ivilh Ik^ if gbt honoumble pt^reon I aUude ta If I am not 
gmAy jBftistakw in my e|)iiu<iii of fait diiaeaotee, I have. a 
]ho#«irfid. r^toftrce in llie judidous qnatiiy t)£ his c^cdafti]^ 
italadi I fO0 not alluding now to the general purity of fata 
mbxaH ior to:hi^ unceritj in particular. Without Aipntnr 
iag his Tirtues, { hdd it to be fortunate that I am not drsmn 
to rely on them. I depmid upon bis juppor^ because I think 
I can put an honourable force upon his mind. I know the 
apru^s and the prudence with whidi he weighs and bahuoai 
the spedlfiovahie of profit j^gauistprajse. Whatever you abm^ 
think of him» he is not a nan to be dmen, even by m fitvonrite 
INUslon, to saisrifioe a great portion of repntatiott finr- sin b» 
eonsiderable advantage^ and.sdli less lor a.gratuitcMiA indnb 
genee of temper. I amaafb, then, when I say, that my present 
intention is ndther to solicit nor to offend, but to proveka 
him, {Heair I bear I) — yes. Sir, not to o&nd, bat tc» provoke^ 
Pfovoeation is not of necessity oflfence. To inflame is not tA 
initste,^ . Thcgr know noddng of the Ihnguage who think that 
Aese words i^qpresent the same idea* 

^f I tell him finmkly thai tfae last decision of the Honse hat 
left a shade, I will not call it a stwn, upon his reputation. It 
he net yet satiated with the possessibn of power and emolp*^ 
ment ? Is he not weary of the AtaAfgesy of oflioe^ conqiared Id 
which the mere labour of a negro is m my mind a jervioe to 
be oidiired ^ And does he think it possible that the oototry ; 
that any rati^ial .being should give' credit to a proposition' ao 
CHtvavagant andso monstrous, that the all-frnweriiil Mimstcir 
of the Grown, with Hi his eloquence^ and with all his inflow 
mioe^ and with the accession of thirty voices firom this side of 
the houses should not have beon able to engage more thaik^ 
seveK^ votes on a favomrite qpiestion of his own, i^ in earned? 
and Ixmd fiii^ he had desired to carry it? Is there nollnng 
ill l|is nund to elevate him for a moment above the level ^ 
his station? Does he never look forward to a time when the 
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it possible for him to endure the thought of passing for 
an * * • • . " 

CMr« Secretary Dundas here rose to call the honouraUe 
goitleman to order. He spoke of his right honouraUe frieitd 
at a jnenibar of parliament only; and itiivas the established 
role of the House, to presume that no member ever delivered 
epioioiis or expressed sentiments in whidi he was not m 
earnest. That to assert or insinuate the contrary was unpar* 
liamaitary, and a high breach of order.] . ..v.i 

' Mr. Francis.^ ^^ I submit to correction^ though I really do 
not think that I said any thing to deserve it. . Certainly what I 
nwant was, not to- express a suspicion of my own concerning 
the right hcmourable gentleman's sincerity, but to indicate to 
htm the impression which the &ct, as it stood, seemed likely to^ 
make on the general judgment of mankind at present and here« 
after. I have no time now to debate a point of pider; nor i& 
it necttsary. ' The full idea which I meant to give may be don«^ 
reyed in another form. Instead of a comment, allow^ mer ta 
tdl you ashort story from good authority ; but whether it ba 
tnie or. not is immaterial; it will serve to illustrate an obscure 
subject, without the risk of giving offence. A> member, of 
Ais honourable House was asked, bow he voted oh the last 
question of abolition ? ^ Sir^ I voted with my friend the^ 
minister.' < How so ? I thought you had divided agmnst thei 
bilL ^ Very true ; I certainly divided against the bill, hiat I 
TOted with my friend the minister.' ■ . •! .^ 

' << At the moment when the secretary of state caUed me to^ 
ocd^y I was going to make an admowledgment in favour of 
tlie right honourable gentleman, and to pay him, what I neveit' 
refose even to hostile merit, an honest tribute of aj^lausc* > - > 
'. << What judgment I possess ^is a good 4eal govemedby, im- 
pmsion. I canned calculate the value, .while I feel ^he effect^. 
I have not forgotten that illustrious night ^, when all the powerft> 
of his elo^ience were summoned to the service^ and exerted ii»: 
Ae d^nce of justice and humanity ^ when he took. thel^kNisei: 

• ^ Monday, 2d Aprif, 1792. ^ 
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wX ti kte hmuv '^haust«d with watcbihg mi wfearied with 
'debate; when worn-KXit attentkm revirdd at his voice; when 
lie carried conviction to our hearts; ^en reason in his handf 
seemed to have noofl^oe hot to excite the best of passions te 
our breasts: theot Sir, was the time, if he had nothing to go»; 
»der but his own glory, — then was the moment for him ta 
have chosen to retire from parliament, perhaps from the woiM. 
He had arrived at the pinnacle of parliamentary honour, an4 
Bt die suihinit of his fiune; and there he dioiild have qaitted 
the scene. From that moment and from that station, in nty 
judgment, he has done nothing but descend/' 

Mr. Frands then proceeded to states tlwt the slaves in o«r 
colonies were under no law but that of oHbitrary wilt ; that: 
diey ichow of no governm^t but that of the whip ; that they 
have no effective protection in laws or in magisttMes^ against 
personal cruelty on the part of their owners and ovsrsben; 
that there is no bond.of marriage among them; and finaDy^ 
that in this state they neither have, nor can have^ nor in fiiot it 
it intended that they should have, any idea of morals op 
religion* » . 

He diien opened his plan, which was intended to do away 
those grievances, and proposed : 

1. Tfaid: marriage should be encouraged. t 

2«. That the evidence of n^oes in certain cases should tie 

adniitted. . ;i 

3. That the hours of labour should be limited, with a refer-^ 

ence'toi^ and sex. > 

• 4. That no negro should be removed from the spot to which 
he has been aceusfiomed, without his consent; and no husband 
he separated from his wife, or diildren from their parents, cfn 
any pretence whatsoever. . t 

5. That every negto should have the privilege of applying 
hispMdiuHh or the petty profits arising from his own induBtry, 
to the recovery of his freedom. 

' 6r That fiithers and mothers, who have brou^t up a certain 
ntimber of (Children, should be rewarded with premiums^ and 
the mothers exempted froijn labour. 
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Ubnd, with on fUiTocate and afiloniejr to act fiw Aem^ appdiotel 
bf die king, idcpendeiit solely on the crown; arid no way 
hitcreited in the property and pro&ce <£ the plantadoiuv for 
the porpoae of reeling eomplamtfl^ to protecat^ and to 
pvniflk 

** As it is still pennitted," adds be, *^ to be the witt of pmr^ 
Kamait, that this ia&mal trade should contimie, let us 
tadeavonr to mitigate, if we can, the horrors that belong to It; 
There oogbt to be commissioners stationed at the p ri ncq ial 
pkces of traffic on the coast of Africa, with salaries sufficient to 
engage men of eharacter to accept the office^ and^with legal 
powers toexamfaie die aOoommodation m the dups ; to snperittt 
tend imd regulate the purchase of negroes ; to act as magistrates 
ofthemidket; to prevent or put a stop to tsfeacberous cm 
frandulent transactions ; to see that iniquity and ii^ustke IM 
at least conducted fiiirly, . on their own {m^ended principles, 
and without unnecessary aggrwrdtions. Surely the substance 
<^ this traffic is enough of itself to satisfy the most savage or 
brutid mind* Above all things, it should be the care and duty 
of sadi commksicsiers to prevent the separation of fiimi&es j not 
to suffer the wife to be divided from her husband, the sister fr^ftt 
dbe brother, the infistnt from its mother. The sales in the islands 
should be governed by the same rules* . A multitude (Mother 
duties and offices, with which the commissioners should be 
charged, wfll occur upon reflection. 

** That a case should exist, with the consent of an «ll%lit* 
ened government, in which such an institutioR should be 
wanted, is shameful, h intolerable. I am sure it h ari eppDt>» 
hrium to the name of England. In the treatment of the' 
negroes in our islands, of all its evils the most gvievoaer and 
affitctmg rem^dns to be considered. As long as it exists, I 
know that general institutions, laws, and magistrates, will avail 
but little in thdr ddence. 

<< The arbitrary power of the i^ip, committed to men idth* 
out feeling, to be exercised in anger, and unchecked eveiiby 
the interest of an owner in the well-being of the ofcyect, i^ not 

6 



Digitized by 



Google 



SI& FHOJF WmAVCMi Wjf 

ta lis: mkmn capafafe of refpsMoif m sdojeot- to* wntriNil: To 
liait $h& number of stinpei^ to mtatfom betvdm .tfaeJMA^ 
lH%>Ie6#wietdi-^ft pragQioit iwoiimiii perhifM r- add (kt upi* 
lifted hand of tbs diiter^ wo«dd be an wofoai 'xBomdaa of 
necenaiy aatfaority^ and poisibly kk its ooBseqiienoes inigbc 
liaasardthe crop. For a misehief of this kind thare is no poflN 
tial remedy. 

' ^^< In H^ place of a daspotio power of pamsbmenti entmsled 
to. » single pctsoD^ I would sid»fitnte a form of trials not ki» 
iffhhial to iasiireftfae reasonable demand esi li^Kmr, aaA 
e^natty ttde tO' tbeaoly kiteneslis whicb Uie planters sten/to^ 
think o£ I would give juriacfiedm to the negroes in evesyr 
plantation 0?er one anxiSber. Tlie whele|paig«f maleadnlts 
should Gonstttnte the ponnel^ out of which a Uad'of jury ahoohfc 
be formed by Idt, or by selection; with a ri(^t of diaUen§e>oi» 
one side to dw offender, and on the other to tfaemaster, or ta 
his reprasentadve» who shoidd saperintend and r^[nlale the 
proceedings, and mitigate <Hf Eemit the sentence if he Aoi^^ 
propef. 

: ^ Gentlemen who are fond of jostice may ^^rebend, per- 
hapsi that a black tribunal would rardy, if erer, inflict 
suffident 'punishment on a negro. I, for my pai^, am coe^ 
dent, that as soon as they understocNl thdr oflfee^ and were 
sennble of the trust reposed in them, they would rath^ lean 
to severity, and that the overseer would often find himself 
obUged to restrain it^ On this principle^ the discipline of our 
aimies in India is e&ctually maintained* An honourable 
g^tleman near me. can give you better infemation on tiiia. 
siilgect. . But I know enough of it to be able to assure you, 
that m> sepey can be punished bnt by the sentence, of a coui^. 
martial composed of native ^ffioersy who have aU been taken 
ftom the ranks, and with an Enn^pean officer to act its judge- > 
advocate ; and that I never heard the justice df their proceed- 
ings disputed. As long as they are tolerably wdl treated^ they 
are attached to their officers, and wUl follow them as far as the: 
best British tnoops'' 
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« At Unglh^ weotied (hijI, and ibdeed eihamrfart, bjr.ainiitle». 
oppositioti) Mr. Fraack deternlinal to relkiqiiish his itetiik 
pf^mmenC. TUs was accoiding^jr coasenfted to; and if m. 
are mk greatly mbinfarraed,. effected in a manner ekoeedingty 
libiibanible to faunelf, and a great poUdcal friend with whom 
he had been longGoanected; for he was complimented with, 
the nomination of his successor. . . i 

', On the accession of Mr. Fox to power^ some thoughts were 
entertained of sending Mr. Francis to India as XSovemor^: 
General; and he dnce observed to the writer of this ardde^^ 
^/That he wished to have condaded his career in that remoter, 
port of die globes where he received his first disgrace l? . 

Aa this apppintment never took places something seemed; 
doe to sndi a man; and accordingly, at the recommendation' 
of Lord Graivill^ he was invested with the insignia 4if the. 
Bath, October 29, 1806. Sir Philip now possessed ampler 
kisnrc^ and hi» acocardingly occupied his time in literary pur^ 
^ts. ...On.June22, 1817, he very unexpectedly appeared at a; 
meeting of the freeholders of the county of Middlesex, and; 
moved a petition to the House of Commons against the act 
fiir the suspension of the iabeas carpusj of which herefdllowB a 
copy, as we have every reason to believe, drawn up by, or at 
least corrected with his own hand ; 

" Gentlemen, 
<< I never had a turn or a relish for long speeches, and now 
the little habit I had of speaking in puUic is lost by disusd*- 
Besides my natural aversion to prolixity, the time and the 
occasion call for energy and resolution much more than for 
debate. It is to be regretted that this county, which, indttding 
the wealth and population of the capital, is at die head of the 
country, has not had an opportunity of meeting sooner, and 
taking the lead on the business of this day, and giving the ear- » 
liest example to the rest of the three United .KingdofUs, of th^: 
course that ought to be pursued in this great. emergency.; 
Still, I hope, your proceedings uiil not appear too late to be^ 
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ufidfui. • Wbererer yotir sentiments can be known, I am sure 
tk«y wHlmake a general and deep impression. This is not a 
qo«6t]0]> of precedence. It.is, and ought to be, a subject of ' 
emulation ; not who shall go first, or who shall go second, but 
how we shall all unite with the greatest vigour and effect in the 
common cause of the community. The case concerns every 
man in the kingdom, from the highest in station to the lowest 
in misery, from the first county to the poorest village, from the 
palace to die cottage. Once renew the power whidi has been 
given and still exists, then ask yourselves what security has the 
first or the last man in the kingdom, that he shall be able to 
- escape from its grasp ? I know of none, unless you think that 
exorbitant power may safely be trusted, because you are sure 
it will never be abased. Even so, remember that ^ the mild- 
ness with which absolute masters exercise their dominion, leaves 
them masters still.' Of ihyself I shall only say, what it is &ir 
to presume of any man in the same circumstances, that, at ttm^ 
time of life, and afflicted as I am with bodily infirmities, I 
sfaonld not come forward now to take an active part in any of 
d^ common transactions jof a woi*ld, in which I must very soon 
coaise to have a perianal concern, unless I were in earnest. It 
is not for ostentation that I make this claim to your confidence ; 
or to court a little transitory applause. These vanities are, 
gone by. I know their full value and esteem them accordingly, 
as you will do if you live to rm/ age. In disclaiming all 
interest, I mean to prove my sincerity, as far as the heart of 
man can be judged of on rational presumptions, or human 
actions accounted for by natural motives. 

^^Gkintlemen, Neither the country nor the government ran 
stand long in their present position. You cannot stop where 
you are. We are falling still. We must either recover the 
station we have lost, or sink deeper every day until we reach 
the' lowest. gulf of degradation, from which there is no return. 
We have already lost our original right to the habeas corpus, 
Toi-morrow the trial by jury may be suspended. The next 
step will be the abolition of both, as it is said of kings that 
Uie interval is short between their imprisonment and theii^ 

vo^ ly. p 
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graves. Wh}' should not the trial by jury be suspetided ? If 
it be true, as ministers affirm, < that a traitorous conspiracf]f 

* has been formed to overthrow the govemmentt lawi^ and 

* constitution of this kingdom,' and if juries will not find 
snoh supposed traitors guilty, then I say that mibisteri «Pa 
bound by their principles, if they are sincere^ or by their pfo- 
ffessions at least, if they are not so, to take some shorter ooucse 
to save the state. They would be traitors themsdves* if 
they did not resort to it. They have necessity to plead* 
which, if it be real, is irresistible. They are bound to take 
care that the government shall not perish in their hands* If 
I am driven to a choice, and no other option left me^ I aw 
not at all sure that I ought not to prefer an abolitLcopi of the 
trial by jury to that of the Iiabeas corpus : because 1 know that 
in fact juries have been and may be corrupted or oviara/wed* 
Otherwise, how was it possible that a verdict of Guilty ccudd 
liave been returned against Lord Russell? But juries will 
not always answer the spur, and the best govemmenta m^y 
be compelled to have recourse to a high commission cOurt^ 
and to revive the Star Chamber. In process of time^ even 
those foimalities will be found too slow or too troublesome for 
the rapid patriotism and ardent zeal of cabinet ministers to 
save their country. Then come the use and real purpose of 
a standing army of foreigners, in the heart of the coiliMiry. 
I call them foreigners, though at present most of them 
may be natives. What is it to us, where they were born^ in 
England^ or Scotland, or Ireland ; in France or in Germany ? 
If they draw their swords against th^ freedom of their birth- 
place, to the destruction of every thing that ought to be dear 
even to themselves, they are foreigners iouSfdoxd enemies to 
the well-being of their country. His most Faithfol Mitfesty, 
the King of Portugal and A^arve, and His Catholic Ma- 
jesty, the King of Spain, at the head of the edicts, say Jo el 
Bey. Jhe most Christian King says. Car tel est nbtre pbiuir. 
There are still two topics, on wh^i it is indkpenstble diat I 
should detain you for a few minutes. The first is the prch 

^ety, and indeed the advantage of adhering strictly^ Mti 
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diy» to the ohject for which you are n^uUrly coavened by 
the «uthcMri(y of the «heri£i of the County^ who preside h^e. 
You will find it quite enough to animate all your zeal, and 
to occiipy all your attention. In the true spirit au4 ^n* 
guage c^ the fi^ld, for I suppose there may be many s^rts-* 
men present, I say that, by starting other hares, you spdl 
your own sport, you mar the chace, and lose the attainable 
ol^ect immediately in view« The second is still more import- 
ant. Observe what I say, not how I say it. Something worse 
tbftn a mititary gOvemm^it awaits us, and shows itself already. 
An armed force, having taken what it wants, commonly suf- 
fers the enslaved nation to enjoy the little remnant that is left, 
ot at least to exist in quiet Not so when a feeble government 
diall rescNTt for itd support to the ministry of spies and in- 
formers, who penetrate into your house^ who win your con- 
fidedce by profesi^ng to adc^t your opinions, who worm 
dtemsdves into your family, who watch your unguarded 
^NFords^ who delude Or corrupt your servants, v^ho inv^it wbm 
they have nothing to discover, 4Dr exoite that thej^ may have 
somethiiig to betray. No sooner was the Roman common- 
irtidth ccNUverted into an empire, but men, sudi as these, I 
«ean the delatores *, became the favourite instruments of gor 
vertunait, under those devils, whom they called emptors. 
Your house is no retreat, the utmost prudence gives you no 
s^urity. You well know who I mean;-— by whom they 
are ^nployed, and by whom they must be paid. I will not 
mention their names: among Christian men, they are not 
fit to be named. I say they must be rewarded ; aye and 
Itbendly too ; that is, in proportion to the odious character of 
their service. I did not see the thirty pieces of silver paid 
isfj the hi^-priest to Judas, but I believe it. It is not yet 
in human nature^ let it be corrupted how it may, let it be 
ever so degraded and d^raved, to undertake a s^vice so 

♦ Ncc minui praemU del&toruin invisa quam scelera : cum alii saardotia et cob- 
sulafus ut tpoHa adi^pti, procurationes alii ct ititeriorem potentiam, ogerent TCftcrait 
cuneu odio et terrors. Gomipti in domtnof stvr'i, la patrono* liWru.: ft, quibut 
4ieefat toimicus^ per an»ico0 uppiissi. Tacj-ojs Hist, i, a. 
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ignominious and so hazardous without an expectation, witln 
out an agreement or stipulation perfectly understood between 
the contracting parties. Now, gentlemen, though it be not 
very likely, it is far from impossible that one or more of the 
beings I allude to may have found their way unobserved into 
this assembly. A villain is not easily distinguished or disco- 
vered by his countenance ; for his face may be a mask* If 
such a man be among us, I exhort and invite him to come 
forward to declare his mission and to avow his purpose. I chal- 
lenge him to watch every word I utter, and to write it down 
at this table, where I will solicit the sheriffs to grant him &U 
the accommodation that can be had in so crowded a place. 
As far as may depend on my utmost efibrts, he shall then be 
Tat liberty to depart unmolested, under the safe conduct of 
Contempt, and to carry with him the proofs of his services 
and merits to those who employ him. The petitipn, which . 
I am now going to read to you, is in effect an argued case. 
We have no time to lose, and this on the whole has been 
thought the plainest and shortest course. Whether well or 
ill argued will be for you to determine. One thing alone I 
venture to assert, that there is not in this paper a single prin^ 
ciple maintfuned, which the true constitution of England does 
not warrant, which our laws do not avow ; no sientiment which 
a -British heart ought not to feeU no word, which the voice 
of England ought not to pronounce. If, in any instance, the 
cohtrafy should appear, it must be my fault, and / alone ought 
to answer for it," • ' w 



When Sir Philip Francis read that part of the petition 
which refers to the solitary confinement of persons im- 
prisoned without a charge assigned, he made the following 
remark: — "In this particular place, I .would gladly have 
solicited the attendance, and should have- rejoiced at the pre- 
sence of some of those Right Reverend persons, who are said 
to exalt their mitred fronts in courts and piarKaments, in 
gorgeous palaces, and in the presence of kings. I speak of 
the dignitaries of the Church of England, ashy low cst'a^ 
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bUskedj-^tor ours is happily a religion of la.w as well as 
Gospel. Were it otherwise, I cannot help tearing that the 
Goipd, ere; long, wodd be left to provide for itself. Those 
reverend persons, I am surc^ would support the principle I 
contend few, and bow with submission to the authority which 
I shall appeal to. When St. Paul was accused by the Jews^ 
before a Roman governor, of every crime which they could 
invent or imagine, and especially of sedition, that despotic 
tribunal, with all its power, appears to have been governed 
by a natural sense of justice. Festus said, " It seemeth to me 
unlreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the 
crimes laid against him." Felix ordered him to be kept in cus- 
tody for trial ; but how ? ** He commanded a centurion to keep' 
Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should /orbid 
none of his acquaintance to minister or to come unto him." 

A petition, on the motion of Sir Philip Francis, was then 
read, and agreed to unanimously. 

- About the same time, he was invited to an entertainment in^ 
the city given by the livei*ymen of London to Mr. Alderman 
Wood, just elected, for the second time, Lord Mayor. On. 
Sir Philip's health being toasted from the chair, in which tlie 
Duke of Sussex presided, he rose and spoke ks follows : — 

** Sir, and Gentlemen, ... 

«* I am first to thank you for the honour you have done me, 
and still more for the cordiality, with which it was expressed 
and received. Between the cup and the lip there may possibly 
be design ; but lio Englishman is a hjrpocrite in his cups. You' 
will not . therefore suspect me of insincerity in saying that I 
detoutly hope that no . gentleman . here will have injured his 
health by drinking mine. Though little equal now to any 
pnUic. function, I was earnestly desirous of the honour of at- 
tending His Royal Highness on this occasion. I wished for an 
opportunity, which in all probability will never recur to me, 
of expressing to this honest man {tmming to the Lord Mayor y 
viiko sat nesctto him)i the respect I feel for his character, and 
my tribute of aj^lause to his conduct. I give him the title^ 
which I. revere most, iind which kii^gs can? no more bestow 
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than they can, or would if they could^ the virtue that deservefe 
it* The state of the country wants such men and such ma^s^ 
trates. They deserve to be honoured, and they ought to be 
supported. The well being of the nation is included in the 
justice done to those who defend it Throughont his last 
mayoralty, he has acted for the public service^ not only with 
zeal and fortitude, but with consummate judgment; and in the 
&ce of difficulties, which it would be superfluous to state to 
this assembly. To you, gentlemen of the Livery, I am bound, 
as a member of the community, by the obligation of gratitude 
for continuing the office of Lord Mayor of London in his 
fiuthful hands; an office important at all times, but, in the 
present exigency, beyond all common calculation essential to 
die safety of the kingdom. I cannot believe it possible, that 
the example you have given to every rank and office in society, 
in calling as you have done, on personal virtue to take her pub- 
lic station, will not have made a general and deep impression, 
and that it will not be imitated by every independoit corpora- 
tion in the kingdom. The case demands an universal effint in 
foQdwing the impulse of your principles, in the direction you 
have given it ; not merdy in the selection of mayors and ma- 
gistrates, but in the free choice of a real representation of the 
nation in the House of Commons. 

^ It is to be seriously regretted that this meeting has not b^n 
attended by many more individuals of the higher orders in tlie 
community. Of some, I am sure diat they have been pre** 
▼ented by accident or distance, as my noble friend LcMrd Hot- 
land is by a severe indisposition. 7%^r interest, even as inter- 
est is commonly understood, ia more in question than that of 
others ; because^ in prc^rtion to their superior possessions, 
they have a greater stake to hazard, and more to lose, than we 
have in the ruin of their country. I wish that a more general 
ftfiimation could be perceived among them. Their own im-< 
mediate danger ought naturally to rouse them from such le- 
thai^y. A dormant nobility, a sleeping gentry in the country, 
a drowsy race of rank and fortune men, who walk ia their 
sle^ or who shut their eyes to thdr situation, and dar^ not 
look at the crisis that approaches and threatens them ; these 
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are Ihe pefs^s who are itiost in view, and will be the first 
victims to their supineness. Remember the Roman * story, 
wl^hw^ have all read at schooli that the tall poppies yf^xe 
the first cut down by the tyrant, whom they were mad enough 
to intrust with the command of a standing army. 

" Now, Gentkmei^ I shall conclude with a sentiment, which 
I stated and urged to another meeting two days ago at Fish- 
nlonger's Hall, where it was received with approbation, and 
where I had the pleasure of partaking of many miraculous^ 
diBBghta besides the fishes. We live in times that call foi: 
wisd^Hn in oont^nplation and virtue in action ; but in which 
viitue and wisdom will not do vnthout resolution.** 

Soon after this, IKr Philip Francis experienced a long and 
s^ere iUnes8« His maladies produced a considerable state of 
imtBdcm, whidh affected him exceedingly, and gave a certain 
degree of impetuosity both to his conduct and character. At 
length, worn out by infirmities, which age only tended to aggrai^ 
vate, the latter part of his life was spent in pain said in misery^ 
whic^ however^ he suffered with a considerable degree of 
£Mrtitiid& Sir Philip expired at his house in St.. James's 
Sqfuate^ on the 22d of December, 1818, leaving behind him 
ft jK>n^ Philip Francis, esquire, bred to the bar^ and two 
daughters, Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Cholmonddey, all of whcnn 
w»re by his .first mfe. At a late period of his life, indeed, after 
lie iiad fa^oome a s^uagenarian, be married a second time* 
Hie maidea name of Uiis lady was Miss Watkins, the daugfa- 
lar pf a d^^man* 

In per^n^ Sir Philip Fraocis was tall, thin, and elegant, even 
in fAd age* His features were regular, his voice sonorous, his 
eye piercing, his look discriminative. In youth, and even at 
aa advamced pedod of life^ he was active in no common degree. 
la re^)eet to spirits, and a certain happy flow of conversation, 
he was proverbially felicitous ; and he himself was accustomed 
frequently to observe, " that the sword wore out the scab- 
bard." 

♦ Iil¥y, i. 54. Ttrquinius siuttma i)«^)averuin capita dickur baculo decu8»is«e. Sif 
Philip Francis wat tducatcU at St. Taul's School in the heart of the city of London. 
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There is something ^iDgalar, and even great, in the.chav«c^' 
ter of this gentleman. His conduct was so pure, that neither 
Mr. Hastings nor any of his enemies ever charged him with 
corruption. Had he chosen to succumb to the goTemor* 
general, the treasures of the East were at his feet; and, tike 
many others, he might have returned to his native country 
with an immense fortune. His conduct in respect to the 
original contest with France, was at least disinterested; his 
opposition to the government of his rival in India was noble 
and intrepid; his hostility to the slavery of the Africans, 
coupled as it was with expectant ruin, transcends all valgar 
praise i But his talents were overlooked, his virtues imder* 
valued and forgotten : his rewards, accordingly, were not 
commensurate with his merits. A barren title, and aublaadag 
star, were all the honours obtained for a long life devoted to 
his country, and consecrated to her best interests I With aii' 
heroic fortitude, single and unsupported, he exposed Mr* 
Hastings, when death had bereft him of his associates, with an 
unshaken constancy to vindicate the honour of the English 
name in the East, — to rescue the unhappy natives firbm op- 
pression, -^ to preserve princes and begums from Europ^ 
rapacity, and render our government in Asia beneficial both 
to the conquerors and the vanquished. 

As an orator. Sir Philip, in point of fact and infonnatioOy 
stood pre-eminent, not only on all subjects connected with 
India*, but also in regard to such as respected the laws and 
constitution of Great Britain. He was neither so copious, 'so 
ready, nor so fluent in debate, as many inferior men of his day ; 
this may be partly attributed, however, to the late period of life 
at which he came into parliament. 

. As a man of letters, he was allowed by Mr. Burke, assuredly 
no incompetent judge, — to have excelled in one species of eom- 

* " I cannot avoid paying thar tribute of applauae," obscrvea Mr. Fox, " to the 
industry, pc»everance, and clear-sighied policy, of ray honourable friend (Mr. 
Francis), on questions relative to India, which they to mueh deserve. In my Qploioo, 
there is no one subject of His Majesty, or person in all bis dominions, whose merit, in 
regard to the affairs of India, could be put in competition with my honourable 
friend/* ' 
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pcMHliQii ; for he acknowledged jbiai to have^been ^^.thebest ptn^*. 

jdaikt wriierof hia age." We ^all not preaima to . decide as lo> 

his being the author of the ^^ Letters of Junius,'.' but certain. 

it vis that these productions have been a8signed> to him,, witit. 

a greats degree of verisimilitiide than has yet attached to aiqr 

other of the numerous candidates set up by their respectiye 

admirers. ; 

As. a statesman, his plans were turned towards the per*-! 

manent security and prosperity of our Asiatic settlements ; 

but as peace and economy are not calculated to dazzle the 

mtltitude^ and war and ^oonquestc alone held out ten^tations 

for cupidity, his humble but Just views were never suffidendy. 

. appreciated.., In his ideas of a reform in fkij^d, he wished ta 

steer a middle course; he accordingly advocated the purity. df 

deedon, but was a stem enemy and steady c^iposer to imiversal 

suffrage, and all those violcait and impolitic counsels^ whidi air« 

calculated to render mdioration hopeless. ^ ^ 

'. In xonversaticm, he was often pithy and sententious. Qi^' 

. of his maxims was, << That the views of every one should .be 

directed towards a solid, however moderate, indepcaideBce^ 

>Fithout which.no man ^axi be happy. or even honest" . When 

, the pi^perty^tax . was imposed, he. exclaimed, , *^ that ] the 

ministers were now coming to the life-blood of the country^^^ 

and the more they .wanted, the less they would get !" r ' » 

'.. Towards tlie.condusion of his life, like most others oC the 

same standing, he became somewhat su^icious as to the motives. 

of mankind, . particularly politicians : . like, the philosopher .of 

Wimbledon, he considered " confidence to be a plant of slow 

growth." \ 

Few men. of the present age have been mare familiarly .cop- 
nected with the British press than Sir Philip Francis, or 
possessed more skill either in writing or in circulatii^ his pro* 
ductions. Even, after he had passed the age general^ allptted 
to jnoD, he still continued his usual, habits, and published some-r 
times one, and sometimes two or three pamphlets within tiie 
year. If he did not possess the copia verhorum as an orator, 
he yet must be allowed to have exhibited the ars narrc^ndi As a 
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mm of kttesi. £L^ue% iMri|)ic«ity» and simplkityi wera 
dnnctvriftic of his ttyle and maimer; and ke fBJoyvd the 
bappjr^ut of beiiigable to dMnmiiiiioate his own improiaiotts to 
othan, without earenffliociition and vitbont difficulty*. Wbatt 
dfsar appeared intricate, he could eiq>lain ; whitev«r was di&* 
cult, he rendered fiicile. He poisened strong pasaons, and 
consequently strong feelings: this, perhi^)s, contributed to 
his exceUencfr He was always of pinnion^ thai with a cal- 
lous heart there can be no geniu8»«^no imagination^ -^ no 
Bundy-^^no wisdom. '^Resolute tbong^ts,'' observed he^ 
^iod words for themselTeB, and make their own vdiiclek 
ImpresttOB and eaqpression are reiatiiTe ideas* He who feda 
deeply^ will express strong^: the laagoagR of dight sensatiopa 
JsnutBrallyfecUaaDdsupctrficiaL'' . 

Of hia works^ a large portion natorally and necessarily ap* 
pertain to the affiurs of In£a. His qnedies in the Hooie 
of Commons are numerous, and hove been all careftilly revised 
byhimsd£ Indeed^ he appears to have commenoed his career 
as a parliamentary reporter; and whoever will take the txoaUe 
totnato Wrightfs Parliamentary History^ will there find many 
of Lord Chatham's btst ocadons edited with a d^gnse of 
qiirit, ability^ and doquencep thatis seldom to be met with in 
ihepveBentday* 

In his plan of rafomiy intended to be proposed to the 
«« friends of the pec^," he contends^ <' That to have stated 
an enofttooa pnUie grievance without proposing a rmedgi^ 
would only tend to alaim and agitate the ttindi of the peopk, 
aa well as to disturb the peace of sodu^« The House of Coiih 
mirns^" observes he^ << ought to be the constitutional instrn^ 
mentor we^ton of the peqpk* Widi an honest and v^oous 
Hottie of Commons, realty repreaenting and acting fbr the 
oo«ntr3S ^removal or oorrection of oppressife ar apeomp 
institutions, the repeal of bad kws, and the mild but steady 
adminis tra tion of good ones, would follow of course^ .^t^^with 
the redaction of all extravagant expenditure^ the exorbitant 
grants of the public monsjTt and nsdess establishments, —^asid 
with areal economy in the collection and appropriatiQn of die 
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taxes raised on the people. 8neh a pariiament would, above 
all IhiogSy nerer sofier the nation to be involved in the calami* 
ties of war for any purpose but defence : in providing the 
mieans we -aball secure the end« The restoration of the righta 
ofyr^ ttedUmf is a preliminary indispensaUe to every other 
rcfermation. The constitotion, thus restored to genuine 
health, would soon recover its real and genuine beauty. What 
ipuige does it exhibit now but the falser fictitious charm 
of prostitution, ruined by treachery, wasted in riot, and 
perishing in the profligate embraces of seduction !" Notwith* 
standing this, our author praises the act (8th of Henry YL) 
whidi restricted die votes at county dections to forty*shiffing 
frediolders, and prevented all freemen^ as heretofore^ from 
being convened to choose a knight of the shire. ^ We at>* 
prove^'' observes he^ <^ of sui^iending the right of voting in 
{lersons of no substance ; but, for firom confining it to one 
spedes of qualification (lands or tenements), we shall contend 
for its extension to every kind of property, where the amount 
combined witii other circumstances, is sufficient to aflbrd a 
reasondhle security that the right will be properly e3BCTcisfld» 
In a word,'' continues h^ ^ whoever observes the course of 
the English history, and the progress of the constitution, will 
find that Ubefty and propaiy have invariably gone hand in 
band, and protected each other; and while the lands were en« 
grossed by tiie church and the nobility, the clergy and barons 
did, in foct, constitnte tiie parliament; but that as fast as entails 
were unfettered, as industry and trade were eneoursged, and as 
the means of acquiring property were laid open, the liberties, 
the rights, die privileges, and the power of the com* 
mens expanded sioi^ with them.^ It is also maintained in tiiis 
woric, that every member shaH possess an adequate qualifica* 
tion, and that a fictttions or borrowed one ongfat to vacatebis 
seat* One great object only is here attempted, and that is, 
<^ To talce the dioice of the House of Commons out of the 
hands of a fow privil^ed persons, and replace it in tiie hands 
of the many to wlumi it bel(»^ by common ri^t.'' 
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.> Sir PUl&p thiidcB that << wages", as heretofore^ ought to^te 
paid to the members; and this neir expense, at forty shSilings 
a day, would not exceed 100,ObOL for a single session. It is 
also pnq)osed that all the elections should commence on the 
same day and hour, and that .the day should be Stttiday, im- 
Biediately after divine service. As to the franchise itself, the 
plan here stated is to confine it to all freeholders paying parish 
taxes, except peers, so that the kingdom being divided into 
districts, every ^ 2400 houses should return a member. 
^ This work was republished, with a new introduction, in 
1817,. in wlHch the veneraUe author once more maintains,, 
.^that the possession of competoit pn^)ertyi ought to be a 
sine ^ua non to a right, c^ disposing of the prop^lyjof others/' 
He at the same time deprecates the ideas of a former Bdce of 
Bichmond, respecting universal sufftage^' and also the ballot, 
die latter, in the language of, Cicero, << affi>rding a skulking^ 
shellsr for corrupt transactions, over which the sense of shame 
can have no check." : . ,. 

X)f his letters, a species of composition in which Sir 
Philip greatly excelled, that to Eaii Grey, published in 1814^ 
passed rapidly through two. editions. ^< Though my interest 
in the miserable transactions of the world/' observes our ve- 
nerable audipr, ^^ abates every day, and. must soon be' at an 
end, I will not now or with my latestibreatb, consentjto.resig^ 
my share in the censorial controul which the puUie voice hi^i 
or might have over die measures of govemmeiM;. The pacific 
^leck of. qpinion agdnst power, is a jurisdiction inherent in 
the jcpmmuni^, not to be wantonly cur. foctiousiy applied,^ 
but never to be . relinquished in. silence^ or lost. by disuse^ 
because, as &r as; it cerates, the necessity of .maintainii^ 
sight against wrpng,, in a more resolute form of opposi- 
tion, is, in the same degree^. ^erased and preserved." M» 
next animadverts <» bis, pditjcal junction wiA Lord, thenr 
Mr. Grey, in 1798: *^ when we drank pure wine together*; 
wh^ \yot< were young and / was not sup^iManiiated; wh^t 
we left the. oc^ infusions of fHrud^nce; to.fii;^ ladies and 
gentle politicians; when true wisdom was not degraded by the 
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•iiasneQf moderation; when we cared but Hide bf what m&*' 
Jortties the nation was betrayed, or how many ^009 wbget 
acquitted by their peers; imd when wew^e not afraid of being 
intoxicfited by the elevation of a spirit too higUy reotified^''^ 
After alluding to the dangers of an immense standing aitoy, 
barracks in every part of the country, the Bill of Rights bhs^' 
padded, and in e&ct a military government, he turns to tbe* 
intended cession of N<Nrway to Sweden, vihUii is termed: 
^^ a flagitious project,'' and then, in his usual excursive stirain^ 
prooSedBcas follows : — 

^^ I will never look again to the right or to the left for po> 
Utical virtue. When I find it in individuals, they shall harr 
all the.honour that I can cdnti^bute to give th^m, 51 quid mea-. 
cafmma possmt. Nor shall the names of some other politicians 
be sheltered from in&my by sneaking out of life and skulking 
into bUivion. Their true character and merits are already on 
record, and shall be kept in preservatibn, like rqitiles iiC 
^Irits, for the wonder of posterity. ^ Mecimt est index sui ^: 
obUquil Th^ who cross the ri^t line, or deviate fvomi it, 
must have arguments on their side equal to mathematical d^ 
monslTOticHi. But^ as Sheridan said one day. — heu fuantim! 
^ it is not possible; you might as well expect a iterp^it to 
take the direction of an arrow.' That speech alone would 
have made him immortal, if, as he ought to have done, he bad 
died at the end of it, de curru descendens Teuionico^ 

After this digression, he states, tliat in the year 1810, the 
then reigning hereditary King of Sweden was dethroned and 
banished. ^' In truth," adds he, ^^ it was an act of absolute 
indispcnsible necessity^ 'and ought to have been done mudi 
sooner^ It saved Swedian from utter destriiction, whidi his 
iriadness and vanity would soon have accomplished." He then 
treats of Bernadotte, both in respect' to character and conduct, 
with a considarable d^ee of freedom, and loudly condenu^ 
our blodkade of Norway^ in order to subjugate the nation to 
tfae-Swedes, as cruel, base^ and unmacnly. He also blames 
those wha advised the Prince Regent to address the Crown 
Brince ^ow King) Mid-^give him the title of " Sir, my 
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bcodier;*' i^ubsmbing himself, ^yoar good brodMr/murin^ 
wndftimd." 

<< InTormer tkaes^" adds h^ <^ when I had the hmoiir lo 
be Inomi to the Prfaice Repent, mxl'wheny I think, he hod 
no doubt of my attachment to him, I am sore he would nerer 
bate qpoken to me again, if it had be^n possible for me to 
have propose it to the Prince of Wales; to nmte himself on 
my terms with such a person as Bemadocte* 

<^ Hit Royal Highnesses Undness to me has been for sone 
years interrupted ; but I have yet no postti^«» reason to befieee^ 
that it is totally eflhced. If he should not take in good part, 
iMs last unqaestii»fable proc^ of my unabated diqaosition to 
m»¥e him, the loss, if any, will be bis own. To myself, there 
h fkothbg left to hope or to fear, from the erents of tfaisr world. 
Where favour is not expected, fortune has no power.'' 

A letter missive from Sir Philip Francis, K. B. to Lord 
HoHaiid, dated 10th June, 1816, as i»ual, contains madi 
miseellaneous matter, and commences with mauy skieere 
sestimottiee of respect to the noble baron, to whom he adchivssea 
hhnseie 

^ After so«ne severe warnings to quit this tenemest of olay, 
and with sundry good reasons to be as willing to change 
a^ state as a vii^n tamed of f(»ty, there is but one thing 
feft," observes he, <^ to reconcile me to a removal. For my 
own credit, and for nothing else, I should like to leave a me- 
morial to those who are to follow me in my own line, and to 
their children, legitimate or natural, as it may happen, that, 
since I had an of^rtunity of observing others and knownig 
jfOR, a voluntary attachment grew with my knowledge x>f you. 
^is ofiection was not planted or trained, but^ came of itself 
and has thriven of its own accord. But i^^r, with a sight 
sharpaied by esqperience, I examined your principles and oon*^ 
duct as a public person, though possibly subject to deviations 
which have escaped roe, impression changed into conviction, 
and is now the final act of my understanding. Some men have 
passk>ns in their heads and no where else ; mine are in my 
heart, and from that source all the ebbing intelled/ 1 pretedd 
to, is derived. 
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*^ It b not quite in act of vulgar igniiratiee or sitpentiiioit 
to ifeifjr thevirfctt«» by which the GMultiet of eminent men 
have beett imtnicted ai wtH as aranatcd* to inform and en** 
lighten mankind. You Bee I am gif ing you the pedigtee of 
your abilities. As to myself I am old enough to be my own 
atncebtor. My actions dm disgrace nobody except a sdeet 
OBcnmittee of the House of Commons^ who signed the reend 
of my condn^ in Indi% with the names q[ Bnrke^ of Fox, 
mid of Gtey al the bead of it. We all wish to live somewhat 
longer than our livesy more or less accordii^ to themeasnns of 
onr raerils or pretensions* My name can be of no sendee to 
youf but yours will sustain it. Thi^ argument, though I have 
many odiers, would be enough to make me adhere to you* 
The fiseble parasite clings to the supporting power^ and when 
it dropA off) leaves the noUe stem unii^red. I led and 
know too well, tliat ray disposing mind is in disoider as weil 
aa decay^ and least of all ecpial to the regular rules of meibod 
and connexion. You mre too good a Spaniaid, ho«r«ver to 
dislike an eUOf or ntpt to relidi some of its ingredientSL Take 
the fcAowing Hems by themsetves^ and not as if th^ led or 
beloi^fed to one another.. On the whole, thoogfa you are not 
a party to the bargain, J entreat you to make the bert of it, 
as you would dp of the last testimony of an okl friend, wh« 
has left his affairs in confusion, and appointed yon to be hia 
executor. 

Aft«r observing, '^ that whether you look up to the top e# 
down to the bottom, whether you mount with the froth or 
sink with the sedhnent, Qo rank can in this country support a 
psyfectly degraded name ^'^ Sir Philip turns towards Irdand, 
' and lameo^ the unhappy condition of five sixths of the pop«H 
latiiQO. ^^ You bdiare in the real presence,'' observes the 
Church of England ; ^ we believe only in d<^mas, which we 
all understand, since they &I1 within the range of common 
sense fmd the compass of c^ht reason. Effio^ you are not fit 
to be iri»ted by us. m the higher offices of society, though we 
«rt«si yoo ia many others, which recpiire as full a confidttice 
in your good faith and fidelity to the established govermneiftt, 
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as those from which you are exduded. ¥2w acbMMtMge the 
sptntoal juriidicttoii of a fi>reign tribunal over «pieftion8 of fiuth^ 
eisAjj or in cases exdusivelj «ulgect to that comcience wfakh' 
die. Deity has not given to his creatm^* for notlungt; dierefinre- 
you cannot be loyal subjects 4o the kingi^to whom you are bound; 
by iEdl the oaths and all the njoral 4)bligationfl9 which ^re held, 
sacred in your own religion, and in every religion that exists oa' 
eartSy'and which.tt^ are very well contented to profess? 

<f I will not submit^" adds he, *^ to hold a tremblhi^ balance 
betweea the extremes of suffering right and ^rium^utfitl 
. wrong ; to blink the true question, or to spare the ^gressoni. 
— These are the. pretences of hypocrisy, not the motives or 
result of honest conviction -^- the principies of devib pursning^ 
their prey with whipslof scoqnohs^ and fighting imd destroy** 
ing still, under the pretended banners of rdigion. At sight 
of such audacious profligacy, with such. means to enforce it,' 
dielaiinan heart, if there be a human feding in it, recmls^ 
with abhorrence. If the liappiness, or even the reposeJ^of: 
Irdalid were your object, the road to it, as you well know, ist 
open and direct, with or without what you call JBtnati^^^/ois.' 
By that very term, which will not give way, if you understand 
your own lan^^ge^ you have made a viduntary engagement,- 
a strict union with five or six ioaillions of slaves, and you refose 
to set them free." 

He advises government to pay a moderate salary to the Ca- 
thcdic ck^^' of Ireland, who are nothing less than mdre «beg- 
gars; he also recommends on abolition or abatement :^f of 
Catholic tithes to pay a Protestant establishment^ for no service 
in return^ adverse to their faith, to their prejudices, to thdr 
rdigious madness if you wilL Have you deliberated, have 
you resolved to murder, those tenants ofhog^es, which, 
you call cabins. Sec*? If the principle, but too often acted 
upon by barbarous injustice, 'of forcii^ the same teniuit of a 
few acres of bog and potatoes to maintain two diurcfa esta- 
blishments oouU be endured on any terms, the mode:^f ex- 
action would excite terror, in England at least, ' or anywhere^ 
but in Ireland." 

6 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SUt PHILIP PRAKGIS. 335 

Our vQMTible mtiior next tdb m that tithe has not yet 
inftde him ganfufoifi^ tvh&tever it may do hereafter. ^ My 
recital concerning myself shall be inflicted on you, as if it 
were an o^ei»ti<m widi oompasdon for the patiait, with the 
breviiy of impaticiiee^ and the rapidity of youth; for I feel 
or tkncf that I am gradually gro^^g yoimg again, in my way 
hank to inioicy; The taper diat bums in the socket, flashes 
more tiiatt once b^re it dies. I woold not long outlive my^ 
sdf if I oonld help it^ like some of my old frioids, who pre- 
taid to^ be alive, «iieo, to my eertaih knbwledge, Ihey have 
been dead tfae^ seven yeiirs.'' 

The next sisAgeol brought under review, is a great orator 
of our own times. *f In my long intimacy with Edmund 
Bttfk^ to mea. grei^ and venerable name, it could not escape 
me^ noir did he ^ijih to cdnce^l it^ that Gicero was the model 
on. whieh he laboured to fonn hk oWii character, in eloM 
€pmoB, in policy, in ethi^ and philosophy. With this 
viBW^ ho acted on a prkiciple of general imitation only ; and j 
kk ray c^ion, inflaitdy surpassed the <HiginaL Tet in the 
year 17^0, when the French revolution had taken ^ect, the 
fimt thing' he did was to discard one of the wisest political 
maadms to be found in his archetype, and by Idm at least, to 
be revered as iSne instructi^m o( a maiister: <^ Beregrini offi* 
dum est minime in alienfi esse republic^ curiosum.*' As long 
as the French were content, and dedrotis, as they were assur- 
edly at diat period, to settle their own feture constitution 
«lpiong themselves, and wkhin the limits of their own ter- 
vitoiy, we had neither right nor interest to meddle with their 
prooeetyogs, mnch less to coerce them. 

f^ Under, various pretences abroad, it was determined in 
t}ie doset that there diould be a war, ncMaoLinally of kings 
against a republic, but really of military despots against the 
freedcmi of Europe^ 80 we have had the war, with all its con- 
sequfflices ; eat Ula f&nie. But the weather-beaten vessel has 
weathered the storm, kept afloat by the pump, and driving 
under jury^tnasts. Existence on terms, on whidh, in oth€fr 
times, the nation could have refused to exist, is said to be tri- 
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timph. We ha?e miUtary fame to show for the lorn dr sur- 
render of real honour, of general happiness, of personal liberty, 
and general independence/' 

He compares our '^ thousand millions of d^t" to an 
impoithume; he taUcs of the whole '< metallic curr^icy" of 
the, unit^ kii^dom being annihilated, or earned out of k, 
and <^ finally, a deli^ of paper, immoderatdy inflaming the 
nominal price of every thing saleable. At last came peace," 
adds he, '^ armed at all pcnats, and issuing like Pallas, with- 
out her wisdom, from an empty skull, with all and singular 
the furniture and properties of war, pride, pcmip, and circum- 
stance," except one, a singular omission of an indbpensible 
ingredient: -^ vdthout a foreign enemy 1'' 

Whatever may be the difference on this sufcgect, all mustagree 
in o^ion whenhe paints the flight of Buonaparte, leaving the 
French army to despair, and Egypt to its fiite. ^^ Whether I 
viewed him in the base subversion of the liberty of France; in 
the 4rea(^ery of a consul, who degrades and crushes a com- 
monwealth entrusted to his care, into a furious military defr- 
potism for himself; or under the infernal visage of war, with 
Ate by his side, laying Europe waste in carnage and desc^a- 
tion from the Seine totheVcdga, for ! the {Htiful rage of being 
talked of, which : he thought was : amlntion — what was he, 
even to eyes that admired him most, but a glaring meteor, 
driven by some mad projectile power, crossing the system of 
Europe in every direction,, destroying or disturbing the consti- 
tuted spheres within its vortex, and on all the rest shfddng 
pestilence and war ? What could he be in my mind but a frantic 
idiot, wielding a force irresistible with the desperate animation 
of a daemon, or a compound out of both !" The following 
characters of two great statesmen, are drawn mth a masterly 
hand. 

*' They know nothing of Mr. Fox who ,think that he was 
^idiat is commo^lj^ called well educated. I know it was di- 
rectly or very nearly the reverse. His mind educated itself 
not by early study or instruction, but by active listening and 
rapid apprehension. He said so in the House of Commons 
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when he and Mr. Bnrke parted. His powerful un^rstanding 
grew like a forest oak, not by caltivation but by n^lect. 

" Mr. Pitt was a plant of an inferior order, though, mar- 
vellous in its kind : a smooth bark, with the deciduous pomp 
and decoration c^ a rich fi^Uage, and blossoms and flowers 
which drop off of themselves, leaving the tree imked at last, to 
be judged of by its fruits. He^ indeed, as I suqsect, had 
been educated more than enough, until there was nothing 
natural or spontaneous lefl in him. He was too polished and 
accurate in Ae minor embellishments of his art, to be a.givat 
artist in any thii^. He could have painted the boat, and the 
fish, and the brok^i nets, but not the two fishermen. 

'^ Unques exprimet 4* moUes mitabitur uere capiUos. On one 
occasion only he was sublime; but never in my hearing pa- 
thetu;. He knew his audience, and with or without elbqu^nce, 
how to summon dieir generous passions to his applause. 

^< The human eye soon grows weary of an unbounded plain, 
and sooner, I believe^ than of any. limited portion of ^mce, 
whatever its dimensions may be. There is a calm ddtg^a 
doice riposoy in viewing the smooth-shaven verdure .of a 
bowling-green as long as it is near. You must learn from 
repetition that those properties are inseparable from the idea 
of a fiat surface, and that flat and tiresome are synonymous. 
The works of Nature, which command admiration at once, 
and never lose it, are compounded of grand inequalities." 

Historical Questions, exhibited in the Morning Chronicle^ 
in January, 1818. 

These questions, since republished in the form of a pamph- 
let, are chiefly directed against ^Megitimacy;" and may be 
considered as the last work from the author's pen. In reply 
to " Who was the father of James I. ?" the answer is cer- 
tainly or apparently not Henry Darnley, ^^ as all the cpndur 
sion to be derived from circumstances which cannot lie^ lead 
directly and powerfully to David Rizzio. It is hardly to be 
believed," adds he, " that even the savages of thpse barbarous 
limes (1567) would have murdered that man in the presence 
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of the queeiiy encemie at ahe was^ had they fluspeded him of 
nothing but being a &voiupite fiddler or baUadnunger*'' 

The liasqusde/er^ in the second historical question, is 
«aad to be the eldefti son of Anne of Austria, with whom her 
husband did not cohabit for twenty years, and, conseqoeBtly, 
the brother c^ Lous XIY^^ who was produced long- after. 
In the third) HenriettarMaria, widow of Oiarles I., is termed 
*< a canting Carmelite^" who, with all her affliction for the loss 
of her martjnred spouse^ supplied his place as soon as she 
could by the Earl of St. Alban's, <^ by whom she was diMcted 
and governed in all things." Hie Chancelbr, Lord CJlarai- 
don, is accused as the original projector of the &te of Dnu- 
kirk ; and his sincerity is much questioned, as to his outcries 
«giunst his daughter for marryii^ the Duke of York, aftet^ 
wards James IL 

In the fourtli historical question, David Hume is severely 
iHiidled. In the fiflli, great doubts are expressed as to the 
legitimacy of Louis XV. The sixdi contains smie <lelicate 
remarks relatire to Mademoiselle Treraouille, afterwards co»> 
•ort o£ George L 

Some curious particulars relative to the Ex-king of Swe^ 
d^i are noticed in the seventh ; and it is asked at the same 
time if legitimacy be the only or main title to succession, on 
what prindple was Bernadotte constituted one of the legal 
eovere^ns of Europe?" The author of the Gowrie conspir- 
acy is the subject of the next enquiry ; in the succeeding one 
Charles L, in the case of Felton, is said to have had the 
tmimus twtcrj sufficient to qualify him for a grand inquisitor 
of T<dedo, and would have gladly introduced the rack and 
idl its attendants into England, if he could. 

<^ It is well known, that Thomas Wentworth, (afterwards 
Earl of Straffi>r4) before he basely sold himsdf, and his name 
and all his descendants to Charles, was deemed and called by 
Ae court a fierce and forious democrat. Now does any one 
who bears the name of Wentworth, wish to have it proved, Aat 
he is Intimately descended from that felon ? On delicate ques- 
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tiot^y tastes may differ. For my part, I would raider be knot^Hti 
for the spurioas issue of a highwaTman, ditch-delivered of a draby 
The tenth bistoricid queibtion cooiiiienjces by an account of two 
cdebrated ^rdmen in the court of George I^ ^* one of these was 
created DiicheiGls ^ Kendal^ and the other Countess of DarMng*- 
toO) to reward their merits in their respective departments, and 
to ctecoiirage the surrender of prudery, in youngs and hand- 
somet siri3§eels.'' Hie former of Aese ladies is said to have re- 
cdved eleven thousand guineas fix>m Bolingbroke, for the re<- 
coveiy of his Estate; and the profits of WoonFs patent "for 
deluging Ireland with bad hali^nce^" i^pertamed also to Her 
QrsU^, who obtained several thousand pounds by way of id- 
4ei|iiiifiGation when it was recalled. 

Hbe l^elfth and last, respects the widow 6f Hdiry V., wkcx 
married a Welch gaitleman, called Owen Tudoiv " wkii 
empty pockets, a personal appearam}e that indiealaed a power* 
fid -constitution, and as proud as Cadwaliader with all his sup- 
porters^ For taking this liberty witib the king^s widow, he was 
afterwards hanged. Obt of this Chirai and his French wife 
came la son, and out <^ him came Henry VU. 9y what rights 
)Aie, or pretebise of inheritance, le^tiinate sud^ession, or even 
consanguinity, he held {ind transmitted the croM^n of England 
to his stioees^brs, is stUl a question to be settled by every man 
for himi^, not by eiddence, for there is none in his &vour; 
but iby conjecture, by argui&ent, by party prejudice or mere 
indination." 

Sit PUlf p' Fiancis pofi^essed a h^ly cultivated taste, and ex- 
hibited a strcmg rdish for the fine arts. Fop ithe Itidian painters 
aid tkeil* .woxks, he entertained no ordinary esteem: every 
thing itppertainiog to the great masters Was deemed sacred in his 
eyes. We never recollect to have seen him in such a rage^ as on 
hearing of the hard fate of the Cartoons ; when he learned that 
they had been cut and shortened, in order to fit the pannds 
of a pd&ce^ he declared with indignation, <^ that the person 
^rbo had advised »ioh a sacrilege deserved to be crucified !" 

He rgoiced greatly, that the Elgin marbles had been 
boi^t by government and were intended to be kept here. 
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While treating on this subject, he observed as follows : *^ Now 
I confess that my temper is so impatient, and my judgment so 
Infirm, that I could not endure to listen to a mcmey debate, 
whether England shall keep and preserve the sublime remains 
of Phidias, and of all the wcmderful artists of his time, as. if it 
were about a tax upon lobsters, or the toll of a turnpike.^ 
He also entered into a learned dissertation, to prove that there 
were admiraUe statues in Athens, as wdl as tanples, before 
the erection <^the Parthenon. 

In private life^ Sir. Philip was extremely pleasant, agree- 
able and gallant with the &ir sex; gay with the youn^ he was 
at the same time sententious and didactic with the old. As he 
advanced in years, he became anxious, above all thin^ to 
avoid gamdifyj the usual concomitant of age, and indeed was 
himself too impatient ta listen to the tedious details, and long 
and tiresome stories of others. 

Extremely accomplished, he was greatly addicted to musi<^ 
he was also familiar with the two modem languages in greatest 
repute in our times, which he quoted firequentl}Land appositely, 
Italian and French. In respect to the learned tongues, he wtfi 
highly gifted, for his Greek and his Latin did h9aour to St. 
Paul's School, where he was educated. 

The writer of this article, was honoured with a last vii^t 
from Sir PUlip Francis, on the 23d of December, 1817* His 
frame was then evidently shattered, and disease had begun to 
prey on his vitals ; but at times, he rallied, and seemed to for- 
get that he was on the very brink of the grave. Hie original 
malady, for which ^he had submitted to an operation, proceeded 
from the prostate gland^ and to this cause he attributed the 
constant irritation, and occasional pains, with which he was 
tormented. 

The conversation was miscellaneous, and proved highly 
interestmg, for care was taken that he should both lead 
and select the subjects. Of these Junius, that fertile dieme 
for investigation, occupied a distinguished rank. He ridi- 
culed the idea of las being the author ; -r^he tiad already writ- 
ten on that subject until he was tired, — - would write no more 
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letters, «-> answer no more questions relative to it. ** If ntah«- 
kiud are so obstinate as not to believe what I have already 
said, I am not fool enough to humble mysdf any more with 
dentals, — I have done.^ 

We next talked of the news of the day ; he was astonished 
at the times in which he lived. Hone had displayed great 
talents in his defence^ — had beaten both judge and counsel — ^ 
three different trials ibr three different counts of the same libel, 

— this was intolerable. There was a general diffusion of 
knowledge^ — every body wrote^ and wrote well now»a-days ; 

— he had read WooUer's productions ; — Cobbet was able, but 
hurt his cause by his violence. -— 

Great events produced great men, as well as energetic and * 
singular characters. Mr. Fox was a truly great man, — a 
master-spirit ; —^ he possessed uncommon powers of debate, 
but attributed too much effect to this talent, and, in the end, 
was miserably deceived and disappointed. Mr. Burke also,- 
was a truly great man, — the opposition refreshed themselves 
with his conversation, as if it had been a fountain of Hving 
wat^ whence th^ drew their suj^Iies ; — he was a poor crea^ 
turein parliament, imless agitated by some great object; yet 
he was always in earnest, or soon became so, — r the noble ani- 
mal knew his defect, ** and lashed his sides with his tail, until 
he animated himself into a passion, — he was then glorious." 
The extremity of personal distress made him go ov^ to the 
enemy, and he carried two great whig noblemen, bound hand 
and foot into their camp, although they were not in want» like 
himself; — his great crime was the abuse of the party he had 
leB^ and, above all, his conduct to Mr. Fox: — notwithstand- 
ing this, he (Sir Philip) had always preserved his private 
friendship, although he differed entirely in respect to public 
affiurs. — His regard for Mr. Fox's characta: remained unal- 
tered and unalterable, notwidistanding some mortifying cir- 
cumstances ; — he had sat near twenty years in parliament, 
and spent 16,000/. in the cause, from which he had never 
flinched. — He had, indeed, been most heartily invited to join 
the seceders, yet he had stuck to CSiarles Fox, who was pledged 
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to him. But hi^ friend was % different man in and out of 
<^&ee. — '^ He (Sir Phi%) bad wi^bed to go to India, perhaps 
to die there^ — but assuredly to make a rally for reputation in 
that country where he had first shone, and first failen ; -*« the 
i^ame of a noble b^on was Qsed as if be bad been adverse to 
hipi. — Mr. Fox patn»)ised a Scotch lord, ^hom ^ Hast In- 
dia Company would not patronise/' 

Sir Philip Francis then spc^e of ahte joieettng of tbe comity 
of Middlescqc, — his last public act was. performed tha*e. Re- 
curring to bis own personal situation, he lamented his indis- 
position, chiefly as it prev^ted him from sitting in ladies' 
company, and dining with his good friend Ldrd HpUlthd^ a 
man whom he lov^ed exceedii^Iy. 

At a subs^uent period. Sir £%ili^ told Ibe wiiier of thk 
article, during a visit in St. Jama's Square << that if any one 
had dropt 30,000/. into the pocket of Mr. Burke^ fhet^ would 
not have been ^y vf^hr irtth Frftucfe.'' 

The last tii^e he saw busn was at Tunbridge Wells, duric^ 
the ^unuper of 1818 ; but although skie to walk a little 0n &ke 
pantiles, he was tiben in ruins. He afterwards vldted Blrighton^ 
returned to his resid^ce }n Westminster, and seiop jal^r 
expired; 

Such wai| the character, conduct^ and c^nippsof^e late 
Sir Philip Francis, as they appeared to the writer of this me- 
moir. After ^xpendjng a considerable portion of his Me in 
India, 9p4 his fortune in ptprliament, and jyiving and ^cting^ 
during many y^ars, with the greatest orators and statiaun^n af 
England, his remuneration must be allowed to hav6 be^ 
wholly incommensurate with his virtues, hijs talents, and hk 
sacrifices. Indeed, to adc^t the language of eHe of the me^t 
eloquent men of his day, he may be truly sa^ to have •* lived 
and died, with no other reward, but that inward sunshme of 
the soul, which a good oonsetence can always be^iow.^ 
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No. X. 
JOHN SCOTT WARING, Esfi. 

FORMERLY A FIELD-OFFICER IN THE SERVICE OF THE HO- 
NOURABLE THE EAST INDIA COMPANTy AND LATELY A 
MEMBER OF THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 

1 HE name of this gentleman has been scarcely mentioned of 
late years, and indeed he has taken but little share in any 
political proceedings of a recent date. There was a time, how- 
ever, when he acted a very conspicuous part, and was continu* 
ally before the public, either as a writer or a parliamentary 
orator. '^ 

John Scott was bom in or about the year 1737, or 1738. 
He is said to have been descended from a respectable Scottish 
&mily of the same name: and towards the latter part of his 
life he assumed the addendum of Waring, in consequence 
of one of his relatives having settled a considerable estate on 
him, in the county palatine of Chester. 

At an early period of life^ Mr. Scott entered into the service 
of the East India Company, and rose by degrees to the rank 
of a major. While a subaltern, quartered at Futtygur, he 
displayed a taste for writing, and, as we have heard, at one 
period attacked the administration of Mr. Hastings with a 
considerable degree of ability and effect. But they were after- 
wards reconciled, and a friendship equally warm and sincere 
took place between them. The governor-general, being 
certain that an impeachment had been determined on, selected 
Major Scott, who possessed his full confidence^ as his agent 
and he accordingly repaired to England, as his precursor. 
They were both sensible that nothing could be effected without 
a seat in parliament ; and the proper means for obtaining this 
were not wanting. The subject of this memoir accordingly 
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appeared in the House of G>ininons, as the authorised repre- 
sentative of Mr. Hastings, and displayed no common degree 
of zeal in his behalf; nor can it be denied, that on many try- 
ii^ occasions, he conducted himself with considerable ability 
and effect On the other hand, he must be acknowledged to 
have displayed a certain d^ee of temerity, in the manner in 
which he coitmienced his career. It is well known, indeed, 
that in the character of champion to the governor-general, 
he was the fost to throw down the gfumtlet in the House 
of C!ommons, to set his etiemies at defiance, and to dare 
them to the contest How &r this might have be^ prudent 
it is now difiQclilt to decide; bttt certain it is, that he appears at 
lea^t to have confirmed Mr. Bttrke in his original purpose, and 
p^haps rendered hith stiH niore determined, and even mdre 
personal and vituperative, than he otherwise itiight have 
been. 

In this state of afiairs the subject of this memoir, of coursd, 
was particularly anKious to have the public voice in his favour. 
Many of the first &milies in the kingdom were indd^ted to 
Mr. Hastings for a provision for their younger Som. . The 
East Indift Cotainmy (supposing the accusation of his enemies 
to be true), had profited by his peculations, his rapadties, h& 
wars of ambition, and still more by his w>anton aggressions 
against the defenceless natives, under the immediate protection 
of Great Britain. Some of the mmisters themselves ifete 
under obligations to him ; and, in addition to All this, by means 
of presents he had gratified the cupidity, and ekcited the gra- 
titude, of many distinguished personages. Thus, a numerous 
and powerfid body was already interested in the defence of 
Mr. Hastings; while the public at larger listening to the 
tales of rapadty and injustice displayed towards the iKlbst 
distinguished princes and princesses in India, Without regard 
either to rank, or age, or sex, at first leaned towards his 
accusers. 

In this state of affidrs, it became necessary to condfiate those 
who were neutral, to confirm those who were wavering, to 
countenance his defenders, and to attack his foes. 
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AH thk wftB effected in a very able and efflcadoas maimer, 
by the avowed agent of Mr. Hastings. Well aware of Ae 
immense power of the prew (and it was never more fully de- 
monstrated than in the course of this very impeadmieDt), he 
subsidised several of the newspapers : some of the reviewsy too^ 
were at his devotion. Pamphlets innumerable were also writ* 
ten and circulated, either by hio^self or under his immediate 
direction ; and thus the public mind was monthly, daily, and 
almost hourly occupied either by his own labours, or those of 
his adherents. When the contest became warmer, the speeches 
of each side were published, and perused with an eagemesa 
now scarcely to be conceived ; and while the periodical press 
incessantly groaned under the innumerable letters, paragraph%. 
puffi, and squibs, which issued from it. This must have 
proved an expensive operation ; and a very curious bill of the 
sums paid on this occasion was published in the Morning 
Herald, in 1 787. Of the total expenditure, it is now dii&cuU 
to form any guess, but it could not have been much short of 
one-fourth of the law expenses, which alone amounted, to. 
71,080/. on the part of Mr. Hastings. Indeed, the avowed 
productions on the part of Major Scott himself^ relative to 
India, amount to upwards of thirty in point of number, some* 
of which are of considerable extent. Many of these, indeed, 
were published with his name, and some with his inidala 
(J. S.), while others appeared under the signiature of . Asi- 
aticus, Detector, &c. &c. &c« In addition to this, he rose 
frequently in the House of Commons in support of his patron ; 
he mingled in all the debates relative to the afiairs of Asia;, 
and' it was admitted by Mr. Pitt that his information was 
various, original, and authentic. 

While Major Scott contended with a host <^ periodical 
writers, he was anxious that history should not record any 
thing unworthy of his friend. Accordingly, in '1791, he ad«^ 
dressed a letter to Mr. Doddesley, for the purpose of contro- 
verting some of the facts stated in the Annual Register for 
1788.' Perhaps his zeal was considerably heightened by the 
consideration that Mr. Burke had been, and still was supposed 
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to be the editor of that vrork. In 1796, he also addressed 
a letter to Mr. Belsham, who, in his history of the reign of 
Oeorge III. had treated Mr. Hastings, as he thought, with a 
considerable d^ree of asperity and injustice, particularly in 
the character drawn of a great Asiatic Statesman. '^ He had 

^ The following U the portrait of the £z-Governor-Genera1 of India, as depicted by 
the pencil of Mr. Belsham, vol. vii. p. S25. of the History of Great Britain : f* The 
political character of Mr. Hastings, on a cool and impartial review uf his conduct, so 
forcibly Impresses itself on the mind, that it can derive little aid from any adventitious il- 
ItMtratlon. Daring in the conception, and ardent in the prosecution of his designs, -~ 
fertile in resources, and relying with confidence, aikd even with pride, on the strength of 
his own genius, — - his character acquired a certain stamp of dignity and superiority from 
the inflexibility of his temper, and the apparent force of his own conviction respecting 
the rectitude and propriety of hit measures ; to which must be added, that in his public 
despatches he possessed the dangerous art of giving plausibility to the most absurd and 
pernicious measures, by artfHil and imposing glosses, branching out sometimes into stu- 
died ambiguitiee, sometimes into bdd assumptions, under a perpetual external show of 
ingenuousness, liberality, and candour. 

** The numerous individuals returning in rapid succession from India, whom 
Mr. Hutin^ had engaged in his interest by various obligations, emitribnted also to 
enhance his reputation, by the high eulogiums which they almost universally bestowed 
upon his conduct ; and in which, dazzled by the brillijint exterior of the Governor's 
administration, and utte((ual to the clear comprdiension of an extensive and complex 
system, they were probably for the most part very sincere. The truth, however, is, that 
this man, for tliirteen years the scourge <^ the East, and whom ignorance and folly have 
preposterously ranked with the Sollts and Chathams of the West, has never been, and 
■ever can become, the theme of discerning and rational panegyric. 

<< Not to speak of his total and flagrant disregard of the sole legitimate end and 
object of government,— ^ the happiness of the governed, — his conduct will be found, in 
almost all its parts, and In the choice and prosecution of his own purposes, absurd, per- 
plexed, capricious, and int-onsequent. His course was one perpetual deviation from the 
straight and luminous path of political and sound rectitude ; and his general reputation 
was supported chiefly by his habitual vigour of mind and personal courage, which were 
in him internally blended, and seemed to rise on some occasions even to the semblance 
of magnanimity. 

<< His exertions in the last war for the preservation of the Camatic, which he had so 
wantonly and uselessly endangered, were generally and justly spoken of as highly meri- 
torious ; but even In this most splendid and boasted pan of his political conduct, lie 
could challenge only the praise of a madman, who first fires the bouse, and then labours 
stretoously to extinguish the flames. 

<< The administration of Mr. Hastings has been truly said, in the glowing expressions 
of eloquence, ' to exhibit a medley uf meanness and outrage, of duplicity and depreda- 
tion, of prodigality and oppression, of the most callous cruelty contrasted with the holk>w 
affectation of liberality aitd good faith. The sordid system of commercial policy, to 
which all the arrangements and regulations of the Company are ultimately to be traced, 
was under his government carried to the utmost extent. Thus have nations been extir- 
pated for a sum of money, — whole tracts of country laid waste to furnish an invest- 
ment,— princes expelled for the balance of an account, — and a bloody sceptre wielded 
in one hand, in order to replenish the empty purse of mercantile mendicancy displayed 
in the other,' -^ 
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pronounced, ^< That biB defence, precipitately mid pronaturely 
delivered, was of no service to. his cause, and contributed 
in a very slight and inadequate degree to the vindica- 
tion of his character.** While he r^robated the " languor*' 
with which the trial was carried, on, the writer lamented, 
<< that the enthusiasm of those who wished and expected to 
have seen a great delinquent brought to speedy and exemjdary 
justice, was fiist changing to compassion for the man who 
seemed destined to live a life of impeachment, and to have 
be^ the object of a rel^itless persecuticxi/' If the Major was 
annoyed by the charges of delinquency, he was still more mor- 
tified at the affected compassion (or the ^^ criminal ;" and be 
was consequently at great pains, on the present occasion, to 
enforce the innocence of his patron, and insists on the guilt o£ 
his numerous and relentless enemies. 



*' The concetsiont of Mr. Hastings himself aie» indeed, occasionally very large 
and ample ; for his views seldom seem to have extended beyond the precise object 
which he wished at the moment to compass. The ruinous effecu of British perfidy, anci 
British barbarity, in India, are very strongly and distinctly stated in his letters, dispatches, 
and minutes of council. In his minute of September 29« 1783, he says, ** By a sacred 
and unJeviating observance of every principle of public faith, the British dominion 
niight by this time have acqi^ired the means of its extension, through a vinual submission 

to its authority, to every region of Hindostan and Decai^. But the powers of India 

ALL dread the connection. The subjection of Bengal, the usurpations in the Cainatic, 
the licentious violation of the treaty with the Nizam, the effects of our connections with 
the Vizier, stand as terrible precedents against us.' 

" Yet as to himself, the primum mobile of the whole system, he declares in his 
&mous minutes of defence, * That he had the conscious Mtis&ction to see all his roea* 
sures terminate in their designed objects; that his political conduct was invariably 
regulated by truth, justice, and good faith ; and that he resigned his charge in a state 
of established peace and security, with all the sotirces of it» abundance unimpaired, and 
even improved.' 

** To reconcile these appsrent incongruities, we are required, therefore, by a jipecies 
of faith which can work miracles, to believe that there existed in India crimes without a 
scriminal, oppressions without an oppressor, aiHi tyranny without a tyrant. In fine, when 
we consider, with s^riotu attention, the origin and progress of the British governmerit in 
India, the friendship and generosity with which the Engluh nation was received, and 
permitted to form establishments in that country, the black and base ingratitude with 
which those obligations were requited, and the unexampled, unprovoked, and unatoned 

excesses, which have been perpetrated on the princes and inhabitants of Hindostan 

Is it the weakness of superstition merely to tremble at the secret apprehension that some 
mighty vengeance is yet in store for this kingdom, such as finally, by the intervention of 
obvious causes, overwhelmed and subverted the proud, corrupt, and tyrannic empires of 
antiquity ?** 
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Yel vliat WM dwite progoostioaied lidiialfy lodt plaoe* 
Tbf^ fttimerous delajrs and continual procrastination of tiie 
proceedings against Mr. Hastings at length arouse^ a spirit 
of indigoatioQ both in the House pf Commona and the nation,^ 
against the tardy method of conducting the proeecution*^ Ac- 
cordin^ys Migor Scptt was heard with pi^ence and ten^r, 
^fhetif in (^position to Mn Francis, he insisted on the then 
prosperous condition of Bengal, arising out of tiie govemmeDt 
of Mr* JEIasting% while that gentleman was placed over it. 

f< The increased and accruing revenue had been obtained,'^ 
be observed, << from sources branded on the journals of the 
HoQs^ as procuted by acta of injustice oppression, andbreadh 
of laith» viz. 

<< Benares increased rent - - ITOjOOft 

"Salt - - - - 600,000 

"Opium - . - . 140,000 

"Oude - - - - 200,000 



Total - ^1,110,009 

** I aflfirm,** added he, " that if such an increase of wealth 
has flowed into the coffers of the Company, during the right 
honourable gentleman's administration (Mr. Dundas, after- 
wards Lord Melville, and then President of the Board of 
Controul), it proceeds from the source I have enumerated ; it 
has all been created by Mr. Hastings^ and all condemned by 
the journals of the House, in the strongest possible langnage ; 
and yet this country takes, without scruple, all thc^e wages of 
iniquity, as it has been pleased in effect to term them ; and the 
minister glories in the great amount of his^ Bengal resources, 
and in the flonrishing state of die country ! Such absurdities 
and injustice cannot last for ev^. Gentlemen must know, 
that I neither misrepresent nor exaggerate. 

« There wa& a time^ when a right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) was pleased to compliment me in very flattering 
terms, for the uncommon accuracy with which I have given 
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India Retails in this hoose. The same honourable gendemaii 
^as pleased) a short time .since, to speak of them with a 
itaarked cbntempt. But I have never varied in my accpunts, 
and it is extremely singular, that the India minister and my- 
self scarqely differ as to a single fact. 

/ /< I thank the House for the indulgence with which thejr 
BOW hear me; and cannot omit the present opportunity of 
<mqe mos^ calling its attention torthe situation in which it and 
the country now stands, aj^oving year after ^year the reso- 
lutions moved by the India minister'— taking credit for every 
rupee ari^mg firom the revenues of Baigal — agreeing that that 
country has been and still was, in the most flourishing state 

— yet going year after year into Westminster Hall (and we 
are now in the sixth year of the impeachment !) when the 
world is solemnly told, in the name of the Commons of 
Ebgland, that Bengal is ruined and undone — enjoying the 
resources, yet abusing the man and the means by which they 
were procured ! Fully convinced, as I am, that this House is 
composed of men of sense, and of honour, I am confident that 
the time must arrive, when they will be ashamed of such dis- 
graceful transactions !" ' 

- Major Scott, on the fifteenth day of the trial, was examined 
by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Fox, &c. before the House of Lords, 
on the second charge, relative to the very dark^^nd dubious 

^transactions about the treasure of the Begnm& On this occasion 

he ^ asserted, that Mr. Hastings' defence had beai chiefly 

drawn, up, not by himself, but by his friends; and that 

Messrs. Halhed, Gilpin, Middleton, and himself, had all as- 

, sisted on that occasioi^. 

On the 1st of May, 1789, the subject of this memoir 
entered into a laboured defence of Mr. Hastings' conduct again 
brforie tire House of Commons, and maintained that the 
petition presented to the House of Lords by that g^tleman, 
was' founded on facts, and unanswerable in point of argument 
^^ As to the bSbot of Nundcomar, all the transactions had 
been laid before government, and yet the goveropr-^eperal 
repeatedly confirmed in his high ofiice, subsequently to 
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that period. After such appointments, \^at could be tlie 
opinion of Mr. Hastings or of the world,'* added he^ " biit 
that the charge ought to be looked upon as a base and 
unfounded calumny? yet this was the mass of evidence whicb 
the manager (Mr. Burke) had been talking of for two days^ 
and which he was so anxious to produce. The manager, 
aftOT the decision of the House, thou^t proper to affirm that 
Mr. Hastings murdered Nundcomar by the hands of Siir 
Elijah Impey." Not content with this, he published the two 
following letters, in a newspaper of that day, in reply to one 
addressed by Mr. Burke to his fri^d Mr. Montague : 

Lettee I. 

« To the Printer. 
« Sir, 
^ " Mr, Burke's motive for publishing the letter which Mn 
Montague read in the House of Commons, ought to be^ to 
enable those gentlemen who differ with him to enter into a &ir 
disi^ussion of its contents. 

** Some of the assertions of the letter are of so very extraor- 
dinary a nature, that I should have been sorry indeed, if so 
fair an opportunity had not been given to me of meeting them 
with a most direct and unequivocal coiHradiction. Mr. Burk^ 
says, that the House having, upon an opinion of his diligence 
and fidelity, put a great trust into his hands, ought to give him 
an entire credit for the veracity of every fact that he c^ffirms €¥ 
denies. Never was there, I believe, so monstrous a propo- 
sition, and the vote of the Home ha$ px&oed already thifaUOcy 
and the absurdity of it. If it were true, obseiTe what a 
dilemma Mr. Burke would involve the House in. We have 
had two India budgets since this impeachment began. In^ach 
year the India Minister has dwelt with peculiar force and emr 
'phasis upon the mildness, the justice, and the excellency of 
'the government of Great Britain in Bengal; has explained 
-the situation of its foreign connections and dependencies, and 
has last year taken credit, as the a^gr^ate of the resources of 
^Bengal, for a surplus, after the payment of all it^ expenses^ of 
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twt0 tdiUibiis sterUiig. Hie Hduse has beard these otateoAenQi 
widi great satis&ction, and has voted thoaiei resbiutiooa rrHck 
Mr.Dfmdo^ moved. Could the Heiuse have done sc^ had 
they believed Mr. Burke ? No ; for, in contradiction to ev«y 
xoan^^ declaratimi who has any means of infoHnation, Mi** 
Burke ob^natdy persists in paipting.to the world, in the nione 
of ihe Commons of Great Britain, the tniserable^ distressed, 
depopulated, and ruined state of Bengal, Bemures, and Oiide^ 
I affirm, therefore^ that the House has not, cannot, and ouj^ 
not to give entire credit to Mr. Burke^ for the veracity of every 
^t that he affirms or denies. 

<< In anotfier paragraph he aays, that the conmiittee must 
b$ the sde judges of the relevancy of the fitets, tUl :the com^ 
petent court finally decides ; and he adds, ^ In that court ^tibe 

< #g^t of Mr. Hastings will soon enough be called .upon to 

< give his own testimony with regard to the conduct <^ bis 
^ principal. The agent shall not escape from the necessity of 
^daUveriag it^ nor wJU the principal escape from the iesti*^ 
* mony of his agent.' 

. <^ In this passage / kfu^w Mr. Burke is not serious, nor will 
the world believe him, because «very man <^ common sense 
knows, that there is a i^pmmonrsense way of doing business^ 
and that if I could give the testimony which Mr. Burke in-* 
sinuates./ can give, Mr. Fox, the managers, the 6ve lawyers 
they employ, would insist upon Mr. Burke's coming to the 
point ai &ncey they would not permit him to speak four days 
«pon {»:esumptionS| and the probabUitieB (f presumptions ^ 
but, as. Mr. Burke lias now committed himself, I hope the 
public will not ^^77^^ the biK)ad assertion that he has made. 
For the present, I wiU infeurm them, that I was ex^^mluiad 
lipoid this subject in ^estminster^hall above four hoursy wiklh 
all the ^iMity, ingenuity, and industry of Mr. Fo^ 3!i&^ 
Burh^ and Mr. JSheridan^ and this is not the only instaiicse 
they :have g^ven of skill in putting questions, as the w^ld 
weU knows. I had been exi^mined upon the same subject by 
a.Coinnuttee of the House <^ ComnK)os five years ))^fi;M;^ 
When { was called as a wUness in W^ixfasiafi^\^jm}^ 
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folmaitioh was giren to me of the point I was cdled to ^epcm^ 
to;^nd, in the coarse of tny examination, Mr. Sheridan ob- 
fierved^' that there -was a conti^adiction between my evidence 
then given, and that which I gave formerly on the same sub- 
ject ' A Noble Lord afforded me an opportunity of calling 
for that former evidence. It came; it was read; bat the 
ability of Mr. Sheridan did not enable him to point oat a 
difference, and, armed with the robe of magistracy, h^ left 
iiis assertion to shift for itself. No question can be put to me 
that 1 will not answer most unreservedly; and as to money 
transactions, I should have no objection if all that I am con- 
«ern)ed in were prbclaiaoted'at Charing-Cross. I have never 
lent my name to give currency to a bond, and afterwards re- 
fused to discharge it. 

<* Mr. Burke says, that their perseverance may be caDed 
obstinacy inspired by malice, and adds, ^Not one of us, how- 

* ever, hais a cause of malice. What knowled^ have we of 
' Sir El^ah Impey, with whom you know we began ; and of 

* Mr. Hastings, whom we afterwards found in our way? — 

< Party views cannot be our motive. Is it not notorious, 

* that, if we thought it consistent with our duty, we might 

< at least have an equal share of the Indian interest, which 

* now is almost to a man against us ? * 

<< One would really ima^ne that Mr. Burke was writing to 
aii oM woman bom in the last century, or to an infant in the 
nurse's i^ms. That he should gravely put sudi a question to 
a gentleman of character and information, and deep political 
knowledge, is, indeed, most wonderful. Does not Mr. Moo-* 
tague know, that those who have been his bosom fri«tds 
through life, took up the catise of Mr. Hastings most 
Warmly and successfully in the year 1776, when Lord N^^rth 
wanted to remove him, because he had been accused f Does 
^Ot^Mr. Montague know, that the Marquis of Rockingham 
dien defended him, because ike accusation foo&s not prated f 
Do^ not Mr. Montague know, that the Realisations were 
actually those which, at the distance of fimHeen years, Mr* 
Burke baa reviv^ed, though -three sevttal times since 'they 
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%ere madcy Mr. Haadngs has, by the unanimoiis tmoe of tfce 
legislature, been afqpointed the governor-general of BengidZ 
Does not Mr. Montagoe know» that in 17BI9 when he sat- as 
a member of the Judicature Committee^ they examined Teiy 
particnhu*Iy into the circumstances of the execution of Nuod^^ 
comar? Does not Mr. Montague know, that preciady at the 
same period Lord North brought in a bill, by which Mr. 
Hastings was a fourth time appointed govemor-g^ieral of 
Bedgi^ and for ten years? Does not Mr. Montague knowy 
that neither Mr. Burii:e, nor any one man of his committee^ 
intreated Lord North to suspend the appointment because 
Mr. Hastings was concerned in the death of Nundcomar? 
He knows that at that timenosuch suspictcms existed, nor dA 
they now, though it was^ feund expedient to say tiuU which the 
Commons have disavowed* 

^ But, says Mr. Burke,^ ^aoe found Mr* Heatings in our tngr* 
He never spoke more truly in his life. 

^^ They iA^L^Oy but fwt in April \^S\* Thy found him in iheiw 
tooy when they had turned out Lord North the next year; 
then, and not till then, did the plot thicken; nor was Mn 
Hastings the onbf man they found in thdr «»y. They found 
Mr. John Macpherson in their way: and they made a report 
which had for its object his removal^ and a censure of Lord 
North for appomting him. They found Mr. Whiter in their 
^mayi for they made another report, in which they affirmed^ 
that both he and Sir John were implicated in the criimnality 
of Mr. Hastings. The resistance of the proprietors, and the 
death of the Marquis of Rockingham, prevented their plans 
from taking effect. They resigned, and in a few months came 
in with additional power, by an unexpected junction with an 
old enemy. Then Mr. Fox brought in his memorable bill» 
and again they found Mr. Hayings in their "way, for his friends 
joined most heartily in oppositicm to that measure^ with a very 
great majority of the nation. I cannot po^ibly look into die 
heart of a man, and discover the motives of his action^; bul^ 
I believe, there is not.ia Gbneat. Britain one roan of common 
Mose^ or who has read beyond the history of ToraThnttilv 
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irfbo will ssjr with Mr. BuHce^ that party vi^ws dannot be the 
6lgect of their prosecution of Mr* Hasting; 

** Mr. Burke sAys, < Is h ndt notorious, that if we thought it 
* consistent with our duty, we liiight hare at kdst an equal 
^ share of the Indian interest, whidi now is almost to a man 
< agamst us ? ' 

*^ There is an insinuation here, which it is iiicumbent upon 
Mr* Montague to do iiway. I deny the truth of it in the most 
solemn and unequivocal manner* None of us have forgot the 
late important struggles, nor the active part which Mr. Burke 
took in them. During that period, or any other, never was 
file least overture made, directly or indirectly^ on the pBLtt of 
Mr. Hastings, by any mim living, to deprecate the resentment 
of Mr. Burke^ or hk party. I affirm there was not, and at the 
very moment when their possession of power appeared (whla^ 
t|ier with oc without i^iise I know not) to be inevitable, t 
spoke of them precisely in the manner that I had don^ 
when theOr elevation ap^p€axed to bef more £stant If no 
reply is giveh, the insinuation will be treated by the world 
as it deserves. 

^ I will take upon me to declare^ that no overtures were al 
any time made by Mr. Hastings o^ his fri^ids to deprecate the 
violence of his opponents, though an overture was ,made to 
them. At a very critical period, namely, the ni^t befor^ Mr. 
Fox brought in his bill, Mn Sheridan, who made it, would 
have met me the next day, had I not <kclined it. How fiur 
he was empowered^ or by vdiom en^owered to treat, I ktiow 
]iot; but after having declined that meetings which was in** 
tended as an opening to an accommodation, I did not expect 
to hear it gi»vely assorted at any time^ as a matter of no<- 
toriety, dmt Mr. Bui^e and his friends < might, if th^ 
^ thought it eonnstent with thdr duty, at least have an equsd 
< ^hare of the Indian intere^.' Mr^ Burke's meaning is 
Mid obvio!|B to be mjaUdA^ but it has no feort <jf foandatMn 
&&dtk 

*^ I am, Sir, your bumble Servant, 
.^ ♦« MiUn^ire^^ Mag 9. « John ScottJ 
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Letter II. 

« To the Printer. 
*^ Sir, 

^* I am obliged to you for inserting my letter so early in your 
paper, and as I must look upon the publication of Mr. Burke's 
letter to be a fair appeal fVom him to the public, I shall sub- 
mit some further remarks to the candour and good sense of the 
same tribunal. 

In his late speech, he gave us a long account of Munny 
B^um, whom he called " a Dancing Girl, a common prosti- 
tute, a wicked woman," £^nd bestowed upon her a variety of 
opprobrious epithets, in so far that three-tenths of the ladies^ 
who heard him must have departed with the most unfavourable 
opinion of this venerable matron. If the House were to give 
Mr. Burke entire credit for the veracity of every fact that he 
either affirms or denies, it would upon this occasion be 
in one of the most unfortunate dilemmas that any public 
body was ever involved in ; for Mr. Burke himselfy in the 
eleventh report of the select committee, gave the House the 
following very different account of Munny Begum in the year 
1783 ; * It will be proper to state to the House the situation 

* and circumstances of the women principally concerned, who 

* were in the seraglio of Jaffier Ally Cawn at his death. The 

* Jirst of these was called Munny Begum, a person originally 

* bom of poor and obscure parents, who delivered her over 

* to the conductress of a company of dancing girls, in which 

* profession, being called to exhibit at a festival where 

* the late Nabob took a liking to her, after some co- 

* habitation, she obtained such influence over him, that he 

* took her for one of his wives {and she seems to have been the 

* favourite\ put her at the head of his haram^ and having a 

* son by her, this son succeeded to his authority and estate ; 

* Munny Begum, the mother, heirig by his mU a devisee of 

* (considerable sums of money^ and other effects, in which he 

* left a charge, which has since been applied to the service 
*^ of the East India Company.* • 

R 4 - 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^48 JOHN SCOTT WARIliG, ESQ. 

" All the latter part of this account we know to be strictly 
true ; and the first may be so also, although it will be impos- 
sible for Mr. Burke, or any other person in England, toprove 
.it. Munny Begum, by Mr. Burke's own account, was the 
wife, and the favourite wife, of Jaffier, the superior of his 
seraglio; and Lord Clive took a legacy of five lacks upon the 
strength of her testimony, which forms a fund for the half-pay 
of our army. If she ever was a dancing girl, it must have 
been nearly fifty years ago ; for the last twenty-seven years she 
has been treated as the first woman in BengaL How she 
acquired her power and influence originally, long antecedent 
as it was to our own influence in Bengal, is not a matter of 
the least consequence ; but I should be glad to know, if the 
House is to give entire credit to Mr. Burke for the veracity of 
every fact he aflirms or denies, how they are to act, "when he 
differs so materially from himself? In the eleventh report, and 
in the articles presented to the Lords, this lady is called the 
midffw ofMeer Jaffier, In his speech, which *we ought most 
religiously to believe, she is styled * a wicked woman^ and 
a common prostitute.^ 

'* I shall proceed in further elucidation of the danger, as 
well as of the absurdity, of Mr. Burke's doctrine. 

*^ He has affirmed, that to let the lands of Bengal in farm, 
was a most wicked, corrupt, and oppressive system^ invented 
by Mr. Hastings,, unauthorised by the Directors, and a scan- 
dalous violation of the rights of the nobility and country 
gentlemen of Bengal. 

" Mr. Burke has represented himself as a laborious, plodding 
and inquisitive man> who has been intent upon the discovery 
of Indian grievances for eight years. What reliance ought 
the House, or the public, to whom he has appealed, to place 
upon his accuracy or fidelity, when it is a notorious fact, that 
the plan for farming the lands was adopted in various instances 
thr^ yearsi before Mr. Hastings adopted it ; and is thus men- 
tioned by Governor Verelst and Mr. Bech^r, in a letter to the 
select committee in Bengal, dated frcnn Morshedabad, the 
50th of July, 1769? 
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, ^c.f Xhe plan w« wish to .see generally followed i% that of 

< letting the lands to &rm, for a terin of years^ as we are perw 

< suaded that mode tends most to the welfiure of the inhabit- 

* ants, the improvement of the coantryi and of com^se the 

* benefit of our employers. We are ht^py to find the Hon. 

< Court of Directors seem to have adopted the same senti- 

* meats ; and we flatter ourselves the beginning that is nam 

* makings in letting out to farm the districts of Ttaje Shahy and 

* Nuddeaj wiU in time be followed thro^hout the Province of 

* Bengal: 

<^ Here is another strong instance brought, in order ta prove 
that the House cannot, and ought not, to give entire credit to 
Mr. Burke. 

*^ In his last l^)eech, he read a testimonial which Lord Com- 
^allis and his council had transmitted to die court of Diredort 
from the Rajah of Dinagipore, a boy whom he represented to 
be -eleven or twelve years of age. Mr. Burke might w^ say, 
indeed, diat such a testimonial, from such a child, was bnl^ 
to be mentioned with ridicule^ or with contempt ; and in stich 
a contemptible light he did represent it. This testimonial the 
House has not seen ; but if they were to give entire credit to 
Mr. Burke, they might suppose, that no other signature ap^ 
feared to the teslimoniaL The fact, however, is, thc^ it is signed 
by aU the public officers of the Rajahj who manage the business 
of the Zemindary for him ; and the next name to the rajah's is 
that of the Naib Zemindar, or Public Minister. I have b^n 
asked seriouslyi of what validity the testimonial of such a child 
ccHild be; so completely were Mr. Burke's auditors convinded, 
by his general argument, that no other signature was affixed 
to it, but that of the infant, as he called him ! 

" I should encroach too much upon your time and your 
paper, were I to produce the various' instimces that have oc- 
curred, by which I could prove that Mr. Burke's doctrine is 
« moi9t dangerous one indeed. The good sense and the justice 
of the House rejected it at once ; but it appears to me, that 
Mr. Burke wishes for the deidsion of the public also upon th)^ 
same point. If I am right^ in this conjecture, ! am justified ia 
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laying before them a fiew fiicts, by which they loay defseriniDe^ 
diat nether the House nor the public ought to give hmi 
credit for the veracity, of the &cts he either affirms or denies^ 
*• I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

^ John Scott. 
«< HoUeS'Streety May 11, 1789." 

. As no notice was taken of these letters, Mr. Scott was em^ 
boldened to publish the following one. 

^^ To the Printer of the Diary ^ 

'^ SiB, If a man of the rank of one of His Miyesty's 
I^rivy Counsellors does not conceive it below his dignity to 
revive a calumny long ago refuted, it is not unbecoming in we 
again to take notice of it. 

•* The story that appears in your paper of Wednesday, 9B 
told by Mr. Burke in the House of Commons, was circulated 
last year, and a noble earl and a learned judge (who is a pear 
of the reahn) were said to have mentioned it. Mr. Burke^ 
who made the first enquiry on the subject in Leadenhall- 
street, informed Mr. Hudson, that Major Scott had tpld 
the respectable nobleman who presented Mr. Hastings' pe- 
tition, that he had paid three thousand pounds for copying 
papers at the India House. Mr. Hudson, from whom I re- 
ceived this information, told Mr. Burke, at my express desire, 
that I had never made such an assertion to any person* 

" The story, as told by the learned judge, if I was rightly 
informed^ was materially different, namely, that Jlr. Hast' 
ings was the person who gave the information to the no* 
bleman who presented his petition. It was now become 
a most serious affiur; and, effectually to counteract the 
mischief which such a story, coming from such a quarter, 
might do, I published the real state of the fadt on the 
:3d of July last, and hearing nothing froiti either, of 1^ 
parties who had circulated the tale (a tale «o much in die 
fiitykof Mr. Sheridan's story in his School for Sc^aodal)^ I 
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otmclnded that soy eocpUitation cleared up tbe matter, and 
that Aey were not a little chagrined, upon consklermg the 
ii^rjr they might have done a persecuted man, 1^ repeating a 
table convertaQon, in which the mistake of a single word 
makes the whole ^iSkrea^ce between the truth and falsehood of 
tl^ story. 

^< Mr. Burke, after almost a year's silence, has thought 
prqper to repeat this calumny, and has reduced me to the 
necessity of again refuting it. Indeed it was one of the moat 
togent arguments that he adduced, in order to persuade the 
Commons of Great Britain in parliament assembled, to per^ 
severe in a prosecution which has already been dragged on to 
It length that exci^ the regret of every honest man in 
England, and the astonishment of every enlightened statesman 
in Europe* 

<< I am ready at all times to do justice to Mr. Burke^ and 
I scmietimes follow his exan^le, by la}dng before the public 
m^ sentin^ttts on points in which the public has a matenal 
into'est Upon this principle I shall examine the truth of aft 
assertion which, as appears by your paper, fell from him on 
Tuesday last :^-^< That the delays which had hitherto oc- 
* Gurred on the trial were imputable to Mt. Hastings.* Mr^ 
Burice might have stud in the words of Richard, 

I do the wrong, and first begin to brawl. 
The secret mischiefs that I set abroach^ 
I lay unto the grievous charge of others. 

<< Hiat it was Mr. Burice's origimd indention that the trial 
should not come to a close in the present parliament , I consci* 
etttiously believe; and therefore I locked i^n the motion 
inserted in your paper as nugatory^ I will state the grounds 
upon whidi that t^nion has been formed. 

** In the Jbst year of this extraordinary ttial, the Lords sat 
tibirty^^ve days; they genially met at twdive, sometimes 
eatrlier) and sat oft^ tiE after five^ therefore Mr. Burke's cal^ 
tubUJion lof 'three hours a iday is entirely errcmeous. l%ere 
was not II sin^ <dk|)ute in that yesur ^^bout evidence ta 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



95% ^mi^ 800TT wAjtmB, issqu 

CMise delay* Is there a man of common neane vnJl tA mes 
that tbirty^five days were not sufficient for the trial, had 
Mr. Burke realty wished to briag it to a close ? What im» 
pediments did Mr. Hastings's counsel thraw in his way ? 
Thirteen days were wasted in speeches; four by Mr. Burke, 
four by Mr. Sheridan ; by Mr. Fox, Mr. Anstruther, Mr. 
Adam, Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Grey, om day each; I i^y 
wasted, without meaning to detract from the merit of those 
genllem^i; for neither the Lords who are to decide, the Com- 
mons who are the prosecutors, nor the men, women, and 
i:hildrai who heard the speeches, can possibly recollect a word 
of them, except Mr. Burke's story of Deby Sing, and Mr% 
Sheridan's exquisite eulogium upon filial love and parental 
affection* , 

" This was undoubtedly the year of Mr. Burke's triumph ; 
for as he knew Mr. Hastings could not then be heard, elo- 
quence and harsh epithets could be f^pUed with perfect 
safety, but the second year was commenced imder singular 
disadvantages. The malicious story of Deby Sing had been 
fully refuted. Many gentlemen had arrived from Bengal 
since the commencement of the trial, who were perfectly 
disinterested as to the event of. it. These gentlemen con- 
curred in their r&poxt of the astonishment and regret with 
which the account of the prosecution of Mr. Hastings had 
beoi received in India ^ and no man possessed of three grains 
of common sense can believe that the testimonials subscribed 
by all ranks of people in India could have been transmitted 
through Lord Comwallis, if his lordship had not been tho« 
rou^ly convinced that they contained the real sentiments of 
the people. All rational men execrated the trial, and certain 
well-known occurrences in England had condderaUy added 
to the unpopularity of the leading managers of it. Mr. Burke 
began this second yeavj by .21,. second speech ofjbur days. The 
remainder of the year was chiefly consumed in idtercati<ms 
upon the coQipetency of eiddence; of tw^ve questions sub-« 
mitted to the decision of their lordships^ ten were determined 
f^inst the managers, and two in their fisivour, : . ' ^ r. 
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<< It wiU hardly be credited, that this whole year wag 
consumed in an enquiry into the merit of trtuisactions that 
happened in Bengal in the year 1772, which were fully known 
in England in 1776, upon which Mr. Burke has not once said 
that he can produce a tittle of new evidence. But the no* 
velty of the proceeding will strike gentlemen more strongly, . 
when they know, that upon the ground which Mr. Burke took 
last year in Westminster Hall, Lord North exerted his whole 
influence in 1776, to remove Mr. Hastings from the govern- 
ment of Bengal, and that the Marquis of Rockingham, with 
^11 his friends, voted for his continuance, and beat the minister^ 
though at that time in the plenitude of his power. 

" In the winter of 1778, Lord North himself proposed to 
the l^slature, that Mr. Hastings should be re*appointed' 
governor-general of Bengal. He did the same the next year, 
and the year following, and it is something singular, that Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Burke, who could not discover common sense 
inanyiMher measure that his lordship proposed during dw 
late war, concurred with him i^ the propriety of this. 

<< Lord North, in reply to a question that I once took the 
liberty to put to him, acknowledged that he had wished to 
remove Mr. Hastings, in 1776; that he had since that period 
proposed his re-app(Hntment thuee several times when his term 
cf service expired by law ; that he did so, because it was in a 
season c^ war, and of great difficulty and danger, and because 
Mr. Hastings possessed firmness, vigour, and abilities, and 
the confidence of the East India Company. 

^^ How far it was just or honourable in the representatives 
c^ a great nation to ke^ a man in a hi^ office^ by various 
re-appointments, and then to prosecute him upon accusations 
well known some years prior to the first of those re-i^point» 
meats, I will not venture to determine; .but I am confident 
tfaerb will be but one ofHuion upon the subject, when it shall 
be considered, without prejudice, passion, or party. 

<* Thus ended thd second year of the trial. — To impute the 
obttructiions that occurred in the coarse of it to M^ Hastings 
jfe to add insult to ktjury* 
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^< Hie third year of the trial began oo t^ 1 ath of Pebru« 
airy. Much of the time^ ba m the ki9t year, has been con* 
snned in disputes upon eyidence. — Four questicms hiwie 
been referred to the judges, and all of them determined against 
tbe managers. This great national trial stands thus : For the 
Jlrst yettr there "wtm not a sin^e dilute upon evidence; the 
^ Court met early, sat late, had thirty-five sitting days, thirteen 
of which were consumed on speeches. 

^^ The two ne$t years have been chiefly spent in disputes 
upon evidence, Mr. Burke's second speedi oi four days^ and 
Mr. Anstruther's pf one, excepted. Sixteen times have tjie 
Lords adjourned to the chamber of pariiam^t t6 determine 
upon the admissibility of evidence. Fourteen of the dedaions 
were against the managers, and two in dieir fevour. The lords 
acted constantly with the advice and assistance of the judges 
of the land. 

^ After this plmn recital of facts, I would ask any candi4 
afld impartial man, if I am not wdl grounded in believing 
that Mr. Burke had pre-determined not to close the prosecution 
before the dissolution of parliament. As to the two motions 
which appear in your paper, I shall not presume to comment 
on them. When Mr. Burke gave his first notice in the 
House, if your paper is correct, he m^itioped something of 
tbe new and dangerous doctrines delivered in Westminster 
HaU. Possibly he afterwards thought it a point of too much 
d^cax^ to attack all the law of the land, and dierefore dbanged 
his battery, thinking, perhaps, that Mr. Hastings, who had 
already borne so raudi abuse, could su^n a little more. 

^ Upon one other part of Mr. Burke's speech, I dbijl say 
a word or two, because in the pressed state of die fiuids it 
WBScaloulidied to sink them still lower. 

*^ He read a partial extract from a letter of I/Mrd CorOr* 
waHis, in which mention is made <^ die poverty and wr^died^ 
ness to which the natives of Bengal are reduced, by the deff(^ 
rf our former system* The c(mclusion drawn by Mr. !]^ke 
fiEmnlhis passage was, that Mr. Hastings had groeisly mis^ 
managed the country. The defects to whieh. L(Qrd CctmwalGa 
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^K^baded (that df not letting the lands in perpetiiit7% ^^* 
Hastings never had the authority to remedy^ nor was it given 
to the Bengal government until the year 1786; but Mr« 
Burisi^s argument is totally destroyed by the contents of another 
ktter from Lord Cknuwallis, received l^ the same ship. Hii 
lordship in that letter assures the Directors, that lliey may 
depend upon the continuance of an annual surplus of more than 
two iiundred lacks — a surplus far beyond what I calculated 
upon, when I was accused of being too sanguine in my »• 
pectations — a surplus that totally overturns every argument 
used by Mr, Fox in support of his bill. 

'^ But as this is a point on which the public credit of the 
countiy is concerned, I shall state it from the journals of the 
House of Commons. 

" The year precedmg Mr. Hastings* accessicm to the go* 
vemment of Bengal, the total receipts of that government 
were only three hundred and thirteen lacks of rupees. 

^^ The annual receipts of that government, in the average 
of three years from 1781-2 to 1783-4, were five hundred and 
two lacks of rupees. From 1782-S to 1785-6, five hundred 
and twenty-one lacks. From 1785-6 to 1787-8, five hundred 
and eight lacks. From 1786-7 to 1788-^9, five hundred and 
thirty lacks. 

" Let any gentleman who has the least knowledge of hor 
siness determine, whether a country producing so equal. a 
revenue for so many years is in danger of being ruined. The 
&ct is, tliat in the same period that die British Nation nearly 
doubled its debt, and lost its western empire, Mr. Hastings 
increased the r^v^iues of Bengal two millions sterling a year, 
and extended the British Entire in India; and while the in* 
genuity of the present minister has been exhausted in anst^ 
tempt to raise the revenues of Great Britain a million bey<md 
its expenditure^ without the imposition of additional burtbeiaB, 
Lord Cornwellis assures his constituents diat this may be ex- 
pended upon, an annual ^rplus oi more than tooo miUkm 
sterling from Baigal. 
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. ^ These circnmatances strikeme with no little astonisbflienf^ 
flmd often occur to my mind when I cast . my eyes upcm some 
of Mi". Hastings's dd friends in the manager's box, or when 
I hear it gravely affirmed, in direct opposition to the evidence 
of figures, to truths and to common sense^ that his measures 
have been attended < with great loss and damage to the 
East India Company,' and that they were carried oUf * ta 
the vexadon, oppression, and destruction of the natives of 
Bengal.' 
: *M am. Sir, your humble servant, 

" John Scott.. ' 
*<JBom%, J%16, 1790.'' . 

General Burgoyne, having complained to the House of 
Commons, of the liberties taken in the last letter, the three 
following propositions were moved and carried. 

1. <^ That the letter published in the Diary of May 18, 
(1790) is a scandalous and libellous paper, reflecting on the 
honour and justice of the House, and on the conduct of the 
managers appointed to conduct the impeachment now pending 
agunst Warren Hastings, Esq. 

2. " That John Scott, Esq. being, by his own acknowledge 
ment, the author of the said letter, is guilty of a violation of hia 
duty as a member of this House, and of a high breach of- the 
privilege of this House: and, 

3. '^ That John Scott, Esq. do attend and be reprimanded 
in his place." This was done accordingly by the Speaker^ in 
the following terms : — 

** Mr. Scott, — The House have resolved, that you, being 
the author of a Letter which the House have declared to.be a 
scandalous and libellous paper, reflecting on the honour and 
justice of this House^ and on the conduct of the managers 
appointed to manage the impeachment now depending against 
•Wafiren Hastings, Esq. are guilty of a violation of .your duty 
as a member of this Houses and of a high breach of the privi- 
lege of this House. 
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*< 'On the i»ttui«e aoid magnitude of your offence it is umier 
cessary for me to dwell : whatever has a tendency to depre^ 
^ate the honour and justice of thi& House, particularly in th^ 
exercise of its inquisitorial functions, tends, in the same pro-- 
portion, to weaken tod d^ade the energies and dignity of 
the British constitution. 

<< The privil^es of this House have a claim to the respect 
of every sitbgect of this, country. As a member of this Hous^. 
it is your duty, as it is a part, of your trust, to support and 
protect them. Had a sense of these obligatkms produced its 
doe influent on your miod and. conduct, you would have 
aT^oided the displeasure of tUs House, and I should have been 
spared the pain of declaring^ to you the result of it The mo- 
deration of the House is not, however, less manifest on this 
occasioii, thaift their just sense of their own dignity, and of the 
importance of th^ own privileges. It is my duty, in address«> 
ing you, to be guided l^ the lenity which marks their pro-| 
eeedings ; and, in the persuasion that the judgment of the 
House will operate as an effin^tual admonition to yoursdf and 
to o^rs,. I finrbear to say mor^ than that the House have di^ 
rected that I reprknand you for your said offence ; and, in 
obedience to their commands, I do reprimand you accord- 

Anterior to this event, Ma]or Scott had frequently e3q)eri-«> 
enced tJbe support of the House, and nx»ved several questions^ 
in most of which he pioved successfiiL But the current, aftor 
&e reprimand^ appears to have run in a contrary direction ; 
and, indeed, his oiemies seem to have considered this as 9 
complete triumph over him. 

However, the major continued to harrass the managers 
kt every possible way, sometimes with, and at other times 
without the assistance of ministers. ^ In 1792, he stoutly 
opposed the production of papers, then moved for, on the 
part of those who conducted the impeachment. This was 
founded on the danger arising from such communications,, so 
fiir as they jregarded the native powers in India. ^^ A right 
honouraUe gentleman" (Mr. Dundas), observes he, ^^ has 
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changed bis opinion on this subject, but I have not altered 
mine. He s^s up a distinction between the events of the 
present and the former war, because the original enquiry in 
respect to it, originated in a secret committee ; but that com- 
mittee reported every thing to the House, even including all 
secret consultations, minutes, and negodations; and upon these 
were formed a series of criminatory resolutions now upcm the 
journals, closing with the solemn opinion of a former parliar- 
ment, that the first subject in India, the govemor^eneral, 
should be removed. ... 

^^ These resolutions arrived in India, in Ai^st, 1 782; the 
most critical moment of the last war, when the British eminre 
actually hung by a thread, and I can bring proof to yoir bar^ 
that these misdiievous resolutions stopped the ratification of 
the Mahratta peace, for seven months, and. most absurdly 
weakened the govemnient of Bengal, on which every thing de* 
pended, at die tkne when, of all others, it required every po&* 
sible support from home. So think jng, I shall certainly <^ 
pose the producticm of papers in this vmrj though our situation 
is so materially different ; having all India with us now, except 
Tippoo Sultan, and no European army to contend with.** 

But Mqor Scott did not confine his cq)position to the pro- 
duction of papers, for he objected to the expenses of the pro- 
secution, as outrageously excessive; and at the same time 
complained^ that in some of their proceedings, the Managers 
were actuated by personal hostilily against himsdf* He 
accordingly moved the printing a statem^it of the charges 
made by Messrs. WalHs and Troward. 

<< On a former occasion,'' observed he, <^ when the Marquis 
of Graham made a similar moti<m, whiqh was supported by 
His Mqesty*8 Ministers, I took no part ; but when, by a late 
correspondence, the Lords of the Treasury iqipear to be 
alarmed at the expenditure, I haye been led to examine the 
iEU^oounts widi some accuracy, and must say, that thqr are 
enormous in their amount, unauthorised in their matter in 
many instances, and contain iUfns truly disgraoeftd. The 
more clearly to show the grounds on which I proceed, it will 
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only be necesfeary to read an extract from the Treasury letter^ 
with the nianagers' answer. By those documents it will i^ 
pear, that ^4951. had been expended in eleven days of the 
trial ; and as the lords were apprehensive lest a very heavy 
charge might be incurred by the public, they recommend to 
the managers to consider whether that charge might not be 
diminished in future. The reply was, that a great part of the 
sum alluded to, had been spent in applying and arranging the 
gtaei^ body of the evidence. 

^' It is npwk these pa^rs,'' continues he, ^ that I finmd my 
f^nioh of the enormous and profligate waste of die public 
money. After reading over all the accounts with great atten- 
tion, I am ready to proves that tiiere are charges to a very 
large amount which the solidtors, who are the servants ot this 
House, had not the least authority to omtraet '- Among the 
i>e6t .there is one too incouMderable^ in its amount, to be no- 
ticed, but which betrayed a spirit diat would have disgraced a 
Spanish inquisition* One item of this bill, is 25 guineas for 
i^eading over newspapers from 1788 to 179(^,. in order to select 
censnrdble or libellous passages written by me. This was no 
part of the business delegated by the House to the solicitor; 
and the man, be he whom he would, who employed him in such 
aiAaracter, degraded his own character, and disgraced the 
House cf Onnmons. But this was too trivial fqt notice^ ex- 
cept diat it was one among many instances, where the public 
kitercst had been sacrificed to private purposes. There were 
also many other in^roper items^ and the eiqienseof this pro- 
secution having now amounted to SS,0002., I shall move that 
Mr. Troward be called to the bar of the House, at some 
future day, to give an account of these things.'* 

The agent of Mr. Hastings, on this occasion, was treated 
with great harshness by both sides of the House, hord Noirthy 
one of the managers, observed <^ that if die person to wiiom 
the 25 guineas had been given, did but his duty, be had 
feirly earned this sum, as it was not easy to find any oi» to read 
as fast ;aa the major could write." Mr. Sheridan flippantly 
observed, that << if any attorney had the patience to read ali 
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tbe txash aUmied tav no persoa coald say tkat this sum wsv 
extratagant ; htit tke officer in qnesdon poseened the very 
singular Gonsolation, that lie had, at leMt, one reader," the 
Cbanoellor. of the Exchequer who ^ was pleased to consider 
this ^ as a very ni^ardly payment,' for reading all the bo- 
n«y<iraiDtke itanber's pix>diictions»" and on dradiiig the Hause 
for the prqduetion.af papers, bbt one menber appealed for 
the affinnattve, while IM voted against* the motion* 

Major Scott, however, finally trivn^hed ; for^ after vltfaly 
ufMsdunpIed eitfier in point d lengdi or expense^ Mc War- 
ren Hastitigs was finally acquitted: bf the Monse o£ hordn* 
In addition te thisy the East India) Ckmpany passed a voter 
to indemnify him firom the hosivy eharges acoruing in eonae- 
queace of die prosecudoit.; t» thai was snpeiadikd a hbend 
peteioB; aUd abihoiigh never empkiyed! bf the Cvawn, 7^ 
a&fft a deosnt inlervial,; domng whidi Mr^ Bnake ceased :%» 
exi«^9 he waa Ksia^ te tlas rank o£ a iVsry Coedsdov o£ 
GiealBriUixiw , 

When the hurry of the iaqyeachaient was ewes^ Mfl§c« 8J9ett 
Waiisg determmedto retiie from pnhlic affidia, and dedieate^ 
the remainder of has life te domestie comfort. He aoeerdfai|^ 
led to the Hymeneal altar^ Miss^ Hoghes, a lady of some cele** 
Inity'^whpsaUttlehe^^wetbtSyhadwithdcawnfromtheslagei He 
accordingly bou^t a charming house and estate near Fulhani, 
where be lived for some years; and by this lady he hada son^ 
now an officer in the army; Hiis imon was dissolved by a 
catastrofille equally singular and afibeting; for his la^, hap- 
pening, iu' 18^12, to {;o to. bed unattended, is supposed te ha?e 
foUen backwards, by some nnhiaky aaddenty the body being 
discovered at the foot ef the weUnrtairease early next monmi^, 
entirely deprived. €£ life; 

Aket seme time spent in widowhood, ibe major made dboiee 
of the beaiittfid Mrs. Estan, who^ in Ae fefmer part (rf^ her 
Wdf bad also been on the stage. 

Bj tbh time hei had attained a good old agc^ and it became 
evidenlv a few years^ after, from his infirm' state of -body, Aat 
the peidbd of his dissolution was tsmt approaching^ Mi^r 
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Soott Wariag, acoordingly, aficr oecopying th^ public atten- 
%HMi daring m$xkj years, died at his hoase in Hdlf Mocm Street, 
Piccadilly, on Wednesday morning. May 5, 1819, 

Li^ ^the Worh <fjMx&or Sdott Waring. . 

1. A Short Review of the Transactions of Bengal daring 
<he4ast ^^ Yettrs, 8viK 1762. 

2. A Narrative of the Transactions in Bengal during 4he 
admimstrfttton '6f Mr« Hastings, 8vo. 176^. 

3. Two Letters to the Right Honoarable Edmund B«1l^ 
In reply to the insinaatidits and palpable misrepreeentMions 
contained in a pamphlet entitled, The Ninth Report fecpi llite 
Ji(dM:Conndtt6e^ 6vow 1783. 

4. Letter td Mr. Fox (^ his India Bill, 8vo. 1783. 

5. Reply to Mr. Burked Speech on Mr. Fox's Sam ImKa 
^11, 8V0. 1784. 

6. The CondnetofilisMajesl^'s late Mmisters considered, 
as it affected the East India Company and Mr. iiasttiig^, 
«Vd. 1784. 

7« %ieedi in die House of Ciommons on the DedkratcMy 
Bill, 8vo. 1788. 

8. Observi^ons oh Mr. Sheridan's OompaitetiveSttiteiiknt, 
31to. 1788. 

9. Chai^ge against Mr. Burke, fivo. 1768* 

10. Sevdi Letters to the People of Grtat Britttih, by a 
Whig, Svo. 1789. 

1 1. Letter to the Right Honom^We Charies fames 'f^^^ 
€hf* cbdtAtieous matter txintaoned in Mr. Bwrk^^ Speeches in 
Westminster Hail, 8vo. 1789. 

12. A Second Ldter to Mr. Fox, containing the final 
decision of the Crovemor-General and Gnmcil of Bengal on 
the charges brought i^inst Rajah Deby Shig, 8vo. 1789. 

IS. A Third Letter to Mr. Fox, on the same subject, 
8vo. 1789. 

14. Speech in the House of Conunons, proving the increase 
of the revenue of Bengal during the administration of Mr. 
Hastings, 8vo. 1791. 
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15. Letter to Mr, Dodsley, in refutation of certain ihisrepre^ 
saltations contained in the historical part of the Annual 
Register for 1788, 8vo.. 1791- 

16. Letter to Philip Francis, Esq., 8vo. 1791. 

17. Two Letters to George Hardinge^ Esq., M.P., 8vo. 
1791. 

18. Letter to the Right Honourable Edmund Bnrke^ 
^vo. 1791. 

19. Observations on Beisham's Memdrs of the Reign of 
George IIL, 8vo. 1796. 

20. Observations cm the Present State of the East India 
C!oDipany, 4th edition, 8vo. 1808, . i 

21. Reply to a Letter addressed to John Scott Waring, 

. Esq., in refutation of the illiberal and unjust observations of 
•the anonymous writer, ^vo. 1808. 

22. A Letter to the Reverend John Owen, in reply to his 
Strictures <mi the 'Observations : of the. Present State, of the 
East India C!ompany, 8 vo. 1808. 

23. Remarks on two Sermons preached before the University 
<iS OxS&sdf on the probability of <^onverting the natives of India 
to Christianity, 8vo. 1808. . . , > 

24. Letter addressed to the Editor of the Edinburgh 
Review, in reply to the Critique cm Lord Lauderdale's View 
of the East India Cpmpany, 8vo. : 1310. 

35. Supplement to the above Letter, 8vo. 1810. 

26. Remarks on the Reverend Doctor Buchanan's Christie 
JB^e^aafchesinAsia, 8va 1812*: 

27. Reioarkp <m Mr* Weyland's Letter to Mr. Hugh IngUs» 
joa the State of Religion in India^ :8va 1813. 
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JOHN WOLCOT, M.D. 

BBTTEB KNOITN BY HIS POETICAL APPELLATION OtT 

*• PETER Pindar, Ess.** 

It has been frequently remarked, with more point, perhaps, 
than propriety, " that the best account of authors is to be 
found in their works." This, even as a general pr<^)06iti6n, is 
inaccurate in no common degree, and in the present instance 
would prove fiillacious in the extreme. The life of the subject 
of the present memoir is interesting on many accounts. It has 
been varied by inddent, distinguished by poetical success, and 
chequered widi both good and ill fortune. Unlike those men 
of lettersy who seclude themselves from society, and scarcely 
ever wander beyond the precincts of their native village, or the 
snburbs of a great capital, he became acquainted with the 
world at an early period; and, not content with the limits of 
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provincial practice, actually went abroad in search of fortune 
and adventures. 

On his return to Englfuid, after a residence of some years in 
tropical climates, London became the theatre of his literary 
labours ; and he soon rendered his borrowed name celebrated 
by a new species of poetry, while he connected his real one with 
the progress and history of the fine arts. Happily, too, almost 
every particular of his life is known to his friends ; he him- 
«eli^ also, has left ample me^cntals behind him; so that 
public curfbsity cannot €ttl to be amply gratified in this 
respect The greater ptftt imtwdj «f what follows is the im- 
mediate result either ^st flnl coMiMttiication, or authentic 
documents; so that Ikils or ttodaag is hazaixled either by 
vague speculation or \oam wigyntiitnH 

It appears from a letter «fritten wMi bis own hand, and now 
lying before the vnriteri^ the ^raMBl; article^ to whom it was ad- 
dressed, that Dr. John Wdcot was boam at a village in the 
hundred of Coleridge^ and ecnmly ci Devon^ whidi he terms 
Dodbrook^ in express oppositioD, both to geographers and 
natives, who usuaBy terminate the name with a * vowel. 
This may appear a trivial remaric; but, lest the birth-place of 
Peter Pindar should be hereafter disputed, as was the case with 
that of Homer of old, it nu^ be proper to ascertain the precise 
spot, and thus set future ooqecture At d^anoe. Nor ought it 
to be forgotten, that at the time this little obscure hamlet had 
the honour to produce our bard, it did not contain above twenty 
or durty hoiiBes. Of the fertility of the surrounding country 
he was accustomed to boast, and would firequently term it 
the garden t>f England. 

It is evident from the Parodiial Rcgisterf, that he was 
fihristmed May 9, n38» O. & His fotiier, Mr. Alexander 

* Dodbrooke, It appears, from the last snrvej, now to contain 84 houses and 608 
inhabitants ; a comiderabie Increase both in respect to population and tenements having 
lately taken place. The distance from London it 307 miles ; and before the epoch 
alluded to above^ this retired village was only known to fame by the excellence of it» 
white beer, for which the Rector once claimed tithe ! 

t «< In 1738, May 9, John Wolcot, son of Alexander and Mary." Tlus, like 
every other name in the kiDgdom, not even excepting the illustrious one of Sidney 
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Wolcot, Appears t» have been a substantial yeonan, who 
possessed and lived on a little freehold of his own, consisting 
of a small house or homestead, a bam, and some fieUs, which 
afterwards ikscended to^he subject of this memoir by inherit- 
ance. His family ccmsbted of a sen aond two dao^tens bodi 
of whom were lately jdive. 

John received the rodtments of his etfaication at Kings- 
bridge, a market town, situate on an inlet of the English 
Channel called Sokomb Biver^ and connected with the hamlet of 
Dodbrooke by a bridge^ along which he passell daily for the 
JaudaUe purpose just mentioned. The Fnee-School of Kmgs- 
biiidge had at that time for its master a person originally bred 
a Quaker. Mr. Morris, to whom we ^dfaide^ possessed the 
reputation of being a good scholar : in addition to this, he was 
a man of amiable mannecs and benevcdent disposition. Ac- 
cordingly, he was always mentioned by his pupil with respect, 
and was undoubtedly desesrving of it. Had it been olfaerwise, 
lie wcndd iuwre been often subjected to the keenness of the poet's 
tss^e^ wlm would most readily have detailed, and peiliaps 
^xaggemted all the bad qualities, concealed uiider primitive 
manners, and a decorous simplicity of dress. This must have 
iumidied axich harvest for the exerdse of tet %ns comteoj in 
"which he stood unrivBlled ! 

After having learned all, or nearly all, that the qtmnimi 
disciple of Fox, Barclay, and Penn, was capable of teaching, 
John Woloot was next sent to the seminary of a Mr. Heyden, 
at Liskeard, to complete his studies. Thence, however, he 
removed once more, with the same view, to the academy of 
the Reverend Mr. Fisher, at Bodmin, which, like the former, 
is also in the county of Cornwall. 

Having now concluded the usuid ooime of a provincial edu- 
cation, it was determined by a near relation, who appears to 
have acted with all the zeal and kindness of a father, that he 



f(Sidoj, Sjfdojy or Sydney), has been spelt different ways, at different times, 
in deeds, instniments, &c., viz. Woolcot, Wolcott, Woolacot, Walcot, and Wolcot, the 
Uitbf whtdi appears to have been unifonnly adopted both by the father and son. 

A 
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should repair to the Conttnent, with a viem of acquiring a cer- 
tain poibh, by learning the language and imitating the manners 
of a people, at that period deemed the pcJitest in all Europe. 
He aeciH^dingly took his dqutrture for Normandy, where he 
remained about a year; and if he did not imbibe a relish for 
el^ant demeanour and graceful attitudes, he at least 'acquired 
almowl^gc of the vernacular tongue of tilat country^ which 
proiRed highly serviceaUe to him through life. 

On his return, << Jack/* as he was familiariy termed, im- 
naediatdy proceeded to the house of his kind uocle^ at Fowey 
in Conrwall; and as it was now absolutely necessary to 
make choice ct some profession, that of a practitioner in medi*> 
cine was determined upon. This gentl^nan, then a respectaWe 
surgeon and apothecary, had already borne the chiei^ if not the 
whole expenses of his education ; and having been fcnrtunate 
in his pursuits, was, of course^ anxk)us to bring up this young 
man under his own immediate auspices. He had already 
a^)pted his nephew as his heir ; and he was now bound to him 
in the usual mann^, as an apprentice, for seven years, with 
a view of making him, first, his assistant, and then his 
successor. 

The following are some ludicrous directions, addressed 
to the pupils of country apothecaries^ supposed to have been 
wriiten about this period: — 

Keep the shop clean^ and watch it like a porter; 

Learn to boil clysters ; nay to give them too. 

If blinking nurses can't the business do ; 
Write well the labels, and wipe well the mortar. 

Before the boys can rise to master tanners. 

Humble these boys must be and mend th^ir manners ; 

Despising pride, whose wish it is to wreck 'em : 
And mornings with a bucket and a stick, 
Should never once disdain to pick, 

From street to street, rich lumps of album groecum. 

At what precise period the Muse first visited our youthful 
bard, or in what particular guise, it is difficult now to deter- 
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mine. But certain it is, that wUle bxi appi^nticei aioong the 
'^ gallants of Fowey *," he mi^t, with a trifling variation, 
have exclaimed, in the language of the celebrated Scottish bard : 
<^ The poetic Genius of my country found me^ as the prophetic 
bard Elijah did Elisha — at the Ifortor, and threw his inqiiriDg 
mantle over me !" 

His relation, who was a plain, unsof^isticated, and sensible 
man, had so long and so intimately associatied the words 
« poetry and poverty,'' in his own mind, that he deemed 
them almost synonimous. He was extremely anxious that his 
nephew should <^ attend to the main chance^'' and conse- 
quently apply himself to business alone. But the young 
apothecary was not, according to his own account, very 
zealous to become, what in scorn he termed a ** plodder ;** 
and he accordingly withdrew as often as possibly to indulge 
the master*passion of his heart in secret. 

" As my unde was always averse to my shining," observes 
he^ in a letter now before us, <^ I used to steal away to an 
dd ruined tower, situate on a rock close by the sea, where 
many an early and late hour was devoted to the jnuses. This 
old tower I have painted, and it makes one of my picturesque 
views engraved by Aiken/' 

Here follows an " Ode to the River Fowey,'' which may 
be supposed to have flowed at his feet, during these moments 
of inspiration ; and, although it appears to have been actually 
composed, or at least retouched, at a latter period, there is 
but little doubt that the original ideas were conceived in his 
mind at the q)och to which we now allude. 

lovely flood, on whose fair banks 

1 play'd in early youth my pranks. 

And often sidl'd thy clear expanse along, 
And from thy bosom hook'd up fish, 
Pollock and bream, a dainty 'dish, 

Salmon and mackarel, worthy, epic sopg. 

* The inhabiunts of this town were so denominated in the reign of Edward III., on 
•ccoant of their naval exploits. They were, at that period, half merchants, and lialf 
pirates. Preface to Burn's works. 
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Lobster, turbot, end John Dory, 
As nice as e'er were put before ye, 
O epicures ! and plaice and mullet, 
Fit to descend a royal gullet ! 

Thy margin green, and castles hoar. 
Where heroes dwelt, and fought of yore. 

And smote the daring Gaul with dread, 
Boast not a muse to sing their praise 
The tribute of immortal lays, 

And cafit a glory xround their liead. 

Full oft in summer's golden hour. 
We made in boats a happy tour, 

Full many a nym^ and swain ; 
And frequent on a verdant bank. 
Our tea and well«cream'd coffee drank. 

While music pour'd her strain. 
Loud on the zephyr's pinions borne. 
The triumph of Ae echoing l\om. 

The wdks of Graham and Trefry, 
The walks of Hall delight mine eye, 

And pleasant valley of Lewire ; 
With villas on the winding stream. 
That rather look jof Fancy's dream. 

And claim the Muse's loudest lyre. 

Though Britain's Icii^ and Britain's queen 
Are every year at Wejrmoitth ««en. 

Thy spirits let me cheer ; 
For harki this instant on the breeze. 
In sounds of thunder fVom the seas, 

A vdice salutes mine ear! 

The majesty of Ocean speaks i 
And thus the god sublimely breaks; 

Ye rivers list around ! 
Though some of ye on Britain's coast. 
May many a beauty Justly boast, 

And much with fidi abound ; 

Though fkr and wide may fly your name, 
Yet it shall be your harbour's lot, 
That pretty yet neglected spot. 

To fill the largest trump oi Fame. 
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Should Amphitrite and her matdsy 
Sigh for the shore and rural shades. 

Variety t'enjoy; 
I'd swear by all my brine and fish. 
If such should be the lady's wish) 

m take a bouse al Foj. * 

Notwithstanding all these imUmard propensities, it appears 
that our young Esculapius soon attained a competent share of 
medical knowledge^ and also conducted himsdf in such a man- 
ner as to acquire the esteem of all to whom he was known* 

In the art of drawings ^too,^ he exhibited such an early' 
proficiency as enabled him to depict surrounding objecta 
with a omsiderable d^ee of taste and verisimilitude. He 
found means,, at the same tim^ to improve both, his head and 
his heart, by a sedulous perusal of tJie besi modem writersu 

His kind master, however, still pers&ted ia hia resolution of 
rendering him eminently expert in his art. It was accord- 
ingly wilh this view, that he fitted hint out and sent him to 
London^ for the express^ purpose of obtaining every possible 
profession^ assistance. It appears, indeed, firom a not^ [tha^ 
the chief object was <^ hospital iH*actice^" and this could be 
alone attained by a residenoe^ qf some duration^ in the me- 
tropolis. 

After this, young Wolcot went back to Cornwall, not a litde 
improved, no doubt, both ia his own estknation„ and that of 
his neighbours. But he himself was. not gready attached to 
his present atuadoo,. aiid he b^;an to consider Fowey as a 
place too smalLia point of importance^ to became the theatre 
of his amUdon. A lively imagination^ too, had been set to 
work, and he was ainxioua to rush into die wovU, in search of 
&me and achievements. Accordingly, panting after distinctioBy 
he longed for an opportunity to change jthe scene and gratify 
his taste for variety, while he improved his condition. 

One at length occurred. Sir William Trelawney, in the 
year 1767^ had the good fortune to be nominated governor of 
Jamaica, a very lucrative as well as important office ; and, even 

* Fowey is always so pronounced by the inbabitauts. 
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at that period, the second or third in the gift of the crown# 
To go thither as the -medical attendant of his excellency and 
&mily, and be considered one of his sUite^ was an object 
exadly fitted to the curiosity and ambition of Mr. Wolcot. 
Nor ware his pretensions at all despicable, for he was ddier 
rdbted or allied to the new governor, had by this time at- 
tained a mature age^ and was duly qualified, both by the period 
he had speit in the capital and the circle of his provincial 
practice^ for such a station. But it was not without great 
difficulty, and after many entreatie% thi^ he could jHrevail on 
his unde^ who was known to and respected by the baronet, to 
interpose. RductaEU^ however, as he was to part with his 
neghew^ thi» kind hearted man so strongly urged his claims 
and pcelediions, diat the appointmait actually took place. On 
tlB% he immediatd^ applied for, and obtained a degree. As 
some doubts had been formerly engendered on this snfc^t, we 
shall here quote a passage from the Doctor's own written com-* 
munication : ^^T qualified myself for the medical walk sdely, 
and the honour of M.D.* was conferred on me by one of 
the Scotch universities ; so that on my arrival in Jamaica, I 
acted only as pbysidanJ* 

On the voyage outward the frigate, as usual on similar oc- 
casicms, anchored at the island of Madeira, for die express 
purpose of laying in a stock of wines, fi*uits, and other refresh- 
ments. The eyes c^ our bard had hitherto been only accus- 
tomed to the wild scenery of Cornwall; rocks, mountains, 
water, and these too on a grand scale were fimiiliar to him. 
But here he beheld all these component parts of beauty under 
new modifications, arising from a sun almost vertical, a soil 
eminently fertile, and a climate warm, healthy, pure, and 
serene. Here too the woods and plantations exhibited a 

* It would ap|>ear that the diploma was not transmitted until after the leceiptpf 
proper certificates, lestiFjiug the skill and respectability of the candidate. The cele- 
brated Dr. Huzham, then residing at Plymouth, was so conscientious on the present oc- 
casion, that iie would not afiix bis signature, until after a strict examination by himself: 

It is not however correct, although repeatedly stated, that Dr. Wolcot accompanied 
his Excellency in the character of " Physician General to the isUnd," as no such ap- 
pointiueDt existed either then or now. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IHU WOLCOT. 271 

degree of luxuriance seldom witnessed by an iSaglishnutti^ while 
the vineyardsy loaded with the white and purple grape, pro* 
daimed the approach of vintage. The apple and the pear were 
indeed almost unknown ; but the face of the country seemed 
to present the gardens cS the Hesperides to his enraptured 
view; for it esdubited the pine^ the orange, the pomegranate^ 
the fig, and an endless variety of other producticMis, in a 
degree of beauty, excelleno^ and abundance seldom witnessed 
by mortal man* 

Perched on the back of a mule^ Doctor Wolcot gratiied 
his curiosity by ascending the neighbouring hiUs; now view- 
ing the boundless ocean to the right, and now turning to the 
hAf to contemplate the obgedts around him, eveiy one of 
which attracted his attention, by its richness, novdty, or 
pictur^ue appearance. He endeavoured to transfier some of 
these enchanting views to paper; but without much success: Ibr 
here were not. to be found any of hbfiivourite objects: ruined 
battlements, decayed, castles, and solitary rocks. 

The efibrts of his pen proved fiur superior to diose of iutf 
pencil; the Mus^ which had so often visited him in Corn- 
wall, did not forsake him here : for he composed some sonnets, 
wbichf from their elegant simplicity and plamtive air^ were 
deemed highly deserving of attendon. 

After, a residoice of a few days in the capital, where tbqr 
were. treated with great, hospitality by the Portuguese Go- 
vernor, Sir William Trelawney and suite reimbarked; and, 
receiving and returning a salute^ the same as cm thdr ar- 
rival,, proceeded on the. destined voyage. Having shaped 
thmr course for the West India Archq>eIago^ which farms a 
crescent in the Atlantic, .thickly studded with islands, they at 
length experienced the benignant influence of the trade>wimfc, 
and passing the tropic soon a&er espied land. Meanwhile th^ 
were all amused with the singular scene around them. Here 
was one of the numerous clusters of little islands, discovered by 
Columbus, within sight, and almost within grasp. The shore 
was level and swampy, but it soon swdled, first into delist** 
ful ascents, and then into hills and mountains, the latter 
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of which scorned to hide their heads in the clot^ Midway,: 
a number of b)ack little animak were to be seen, fonning one. 
long continuous line^ amidst fields which were tinged with a. 
deep yellow^ On recurring to the spy-glass, it could be. 
pUdnly percdv^ that these were nude and female n^i?oes. 
employed in cutting down canes. The sound produced by the 
whips of the ddrera, alth<Migb re¥erberated &om the rocks^ 
could not be heard ; but the motions of the overseers inciting 
the flagging slave to his daily labours, might be distinctly 
seen! ^ 

Hie ooeaa Uself exhibited a dmilar so^e of ^rudty, in- 
justice^ and oppreasiooy aa if emulous to outdo man in his 
misdeeds ! Here was the albicore pursuing the %ing^fishy 
and fiiceiiig whole shoals of them to take refiige in a newr 
ckment. There was the diark, attended by the perfidioui^ 
pyot-fish^ ready to devour whatsoever living, creature came 
within the reach of hi& perfidious jawsr Bbt they were all 
incited by the. dire craviagi of hm^^,. t& carnage* Man 
akme can be bcutal^ and unieeling i^on the vile and degrading 
passion of avarice ! 

HieBe painfiil reflections, were finr a time soothed, if not 
forgottoii, by the cooings of the turtle-dove in the ^eigh* 
bouring grove, the beautiM pkunage ^ the humming4nrd, 
scoDcdy lasger than an knunble bee, and the scarlet wings 
of the flamingo, that vtrheds grac^Uy around in rapid 
ciicles. 

All these were no» pod interesting subjects to our young 
pbysidan* He treasured up every thii^in his memory, and 
in a po^cal nmid, oonalituted B^e his^ a variety of beautifiil 
imag&sj was thus suddenly produced, fresh objects of refer- 
ence, and comparison were unexpectedly discovered, while all* 
the wonders of a nev world burst widi tenfold lustre cm. his 
dazsded senses. 

Qa arriving aA Port Royaly Jamaica, Dr. Wolcot, of course, 
proceeded in his Excelleiu;y's. trwi to St Jago de la Vega, 
commcmly called Spanish Town. This was the seat of Go- 
vernment, but it was then, and still is a very dull town, being 
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totally devoid of commerce. To attain an extensive practice 
here was difficult, if not utterly impossible, from the scanti- 
ness of the white population ; for little or nothing could be 
obtained from the Mestizes, the Quadroons, the MuUatos, 
the Sambos, and the Negroes, who form the chief portion of 
the motly inhabitants. 

Dr. Wolcot had been instigated to this voyage by a variety 
of motives and desires, some of which were now fully grati*> 
fied. But to encounter all the fervours of a scorching sun, to 
expose himself to all the diseases of a tropical climate-^ 
and yet to have no prospect of acquiring moderate wealth, or 
even of attaining a permanent provision for old age, produced 
a variety of disagreeable rjflections. 

The truth is, that the Governor of Jamaica then possessed 
but a very trifling patronage ; and that the island, at the period 
alluded to, was impoverished by a war with the runaway 
negroes, a body of whom, under the name oi Maroons^ and 
with promises' of freedom and protection, had just been per- 
mitted, or rather allured^ to settle at a place named Trelawney- 
town, in compliment to his Excellency, who had signed the 
capitulation. 

Afaiidst this scene of gloom and despondence. Sir William 
spoke to the Doctor as follows : ** You know, my dear Wol- 
cot, that I am eager to serve you; but you must also be 
convinced of the insufficiency of my means. What a pity 
you were not bred a parson. The rector of — — - is just 
dead, and the presentation is in my gift." 

** I wish your Excellency would confer this piece of prefer- 
ment on me ; if it did not render me rich, it would at least 
make me comfortable. You know that Sunday is the market 
and holiday of the negroes, and that the planters being more 
busy on that than any other day of the week, in settling their 
accounts and adjusting their a£Pairs, there is little or no at- 
tendance. In short, it would prove a mere sinecure." The 
Governor acceded to the request, and it would f^pear, from 
the following passage, written by our Reverend Divine, that 
he applied to his diocesan, the Bishop of London, and passed 

vol. IV. T 
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through tb^ usual ceremoniaU Nor ought H here to Ift 
forgotten that the island where he was now settle presented # 
very different appearance, in point of civilisation, half a cenr 
tury ago, to what it does at present. The white pec^lewese 
more lax in their morals ; the clergy inattentive to their duty; 
and the negroes deemed Incapable of instruction ; so that the 
prelate who presided over this colony was not indisposed ta 
consent to the introduction of any decent clerical functionary^ 
" The Bishop of London did ordain me," observes he, " and 
I held a living in Jamaica, but not of consequence sufficient 
to detain me in the island ; so that on the death of his Excel* 
lency Sir William Trelawney I accompanied Lady Trelawney 
to England, in His Majesty's frigate the Leostoffe, CapijUua 
jCartrett." 

It a{q)ears that the new rector entered on his employ*- 
ment with a considerable degree of reluctance. Indeed at 
first he both preached and prayed occasionally, when a con* 
gregation could be found; but he at length relaxed into 
apathy and indolence. The truth is, among his audience he 
seldom saw a white man ; and as ccmsequence, in a country 
cursed with slavery, depends solely on colour, his hearers 
were not deemed very reputable. I have been told by a re- 
spectable planter, that he was very fond of shooting ring- 
tailed pigeons, which are equal if not superior in flavour to 
4>ur choicest game; and as every day was pretty much the 
same among the inhabitants in respect to sporting, on tl|e 
forenoon of a fine Sunday the Doctor was particularly anxious 
to proceed to the neighbouring bay in search of diversion. 
On these occasions he was always accompanied by his clerk, 
who was a good shot; and they at length so contriv^ it, that 
afler opening the doors of the church for ten minutes, if no 
persons presented themselves for admission, they con^antly 
proceeded towards the sea-side, in quest of pastime ! 

An old negro, on seeing this, determined to raise a wejekly 
contribution on, and make his rector pay for the dereliction 
of his duty. He accordingly presented himself regularly, 
with his wife and children, at the proper hour, who seated 
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AeMdwm in gMit {>rm. <^ What do yon oofD^^ here for 
Bkiciee^^ exdaimed the parson; << Why, Massa, to hear 
your good sarmoii and all the prayers of the diiirch.** 
** Would not a K^ * or two do you more good ;" " Yes, 
Massa Doctor, me love your prayers mudi, but me love your 
money too 1" Having said this, he pocketed the donation, and 
g^ty vddidrew. This convention lasted for about a year, 
and the precise stipulations were regularly enforced duni^ the 
vhoie of that period. 

While rector of the parish of Vere, to which he was after* 
wards preferred, the duty was chiefly performed by meant <^ 
a d^uty, which of course entitled the subgect of this memmt 
to all the advantages arising from non^residence. He accord- 
in^^y returned to Spanish-Town, and ajqiears to have ren- 
dered himself usdul to his Excellency in a variety of depart- 
ments, some of which were both novel and extraordinary. 

Of his several occupations, that of grand master of the 
ceremonies was not the least conspicuous. 

Among other great personages occasionally confided to his 
superintendence, was the king of the Musquitoes, an Indian 
tribe on the Spanish main, who owned allegiance to the king 
of England ; and on the arrival of every new governor, Iheir 
dkief repaired to Jamaica, for the express purpose, not of 
giving, but receiving presents, which generally consisted o( a 
tawdry laced coat, &c. *^ His Mqesty-|>" observes the 
Doctor, ^ was a very stout blade man, exceedii^ly ignorant, 
nevertheless possessed of the sublimest ideas of royalty ; vary 
ifiotous, and grievously inclined to get drunk. He came to 
me one day, with a voice more like that of a bullodc than a 
king, roaring : -^ ^ Mo' drink for king ! Mo' drink for king !" 

P. P. — * King, you are drunk already.* 

King* — ^ No, no : King no drunk. . Mo' drink for King ! 
Broder Creorge, (meaning the king of England,) love drink |' 

P. P. — * Broder George does not love drink; he is a 
ioberman/ 

* A 4>it it • mmII piec0 of anm, of the nhm of fife-poooe. 
t Set Vol. a. of Poter Pindar't Woikt. Note to fogt S0«. 
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Hing. -^ < But king of Muequito love drink« Me will huve 
mo' drink. Me love drink like devil. Me drink whole ocean/' 

On the demise of his patron*, which occurred at St. Jago dt 
la VegOj after a ^ort illness, all further hopes of preferment, 
and every inducement to a longer residence vanished. In ad«- 
ditk)n to this, neither the society of the planters nor the situ- 
ation cow occupied by our bard, was in unison with his 
feelings. He was a poet, whose genius was lost amidst the 
fervours of the torrid zone, being calculated for temperate 
dimes alone. 

His muse seemed to droop in the vicinity of the Equator. 
His curiosity too, was, by this time,^ fully satiated; the somid 
of the merdless lash, and the cries of the tortured slave were 
not congenial either to the ideas or the pur^its of a man of 
taste; Perhaps also, as observed by James VI. of Scotland, 
after a short residence in England : ^^ he felt a salmon-like in- 
stinct to return to the place where he was first spawned.'' 
Accordingly, in consequence of the express invitation of Lady 
Trelawney, Dr. Wolcot embariced on board a frigate, ex- 
pressly provided by government, for the purpose of conve3ring 
her to Ei^^land, and bid adieu to Jamaica and the pulpit, for 
ever. 

An attempt was first made, to shorten the voyage, by sail- 
hig along what is called the windward passage; but after 
beating up against the currents and trade wind, for a consider- 
able time, they fell to leeward, and coming in sight of Cuba, 
instead of St. Domingo, as was once intended, entered the 
Gulph of Florida, a more certain, although a more circui- 
tous track. 

* Sir William IVelaimej, of TreUwney In the county of CorowalU Bart, wat origin* 
atly bred in the niyal navy, and rose to the rank of Poet-Captain. The government 
Vif JamaiGB waa obtained for him by Lord Shdbnrne, (the first Marquis of Lansdoarne,) 
through the influence of Mr. Dunning, afterwards Lord Ashburton. He died at 
Spanish^Town, in December, 1768, leaving behind him a widow, who f^as at- 
tended to Europe by Dr. Wolcot. This lady's maiden name was Letitia Trelawuey, she 
being the gnnd-daugliter of a Bishop of Bristol, and daughter of Sir Harry Trelawnty, 
Aide de Camp .to the Duke of Marlborough. Her Ladyship was consequently first 
cousin to her husband, whom ahe speedily followed to the gmve, having died aoon after 
his return to Cornwall. 
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It IS likely, that by thk time, their fresh provisions were 
nearly consumed, as the captain touched at the Grand Cay- 
manas^, for the sole purpose, in all probability, of obtaining a 
supply of turtle, which are there to be found in gi^eat 
abundance. 

This little desolate spot, secluded from all the rest of the 
•«W)rld, appears to have proved the scene of a very curious ad- 
venture to the subject of the present memoir, which shall be 
mentioned hereafter. It is thus, that with the kindred pas- 
sions of poetry and . romance, he celebrates this spedc in the 
ocean, under the title of the ^^ Island of Innocence,'' while in 
^ note he describes the history of two lovers, whom he there 
met with. 

To thee, my friend f, amid the peaceful isle, 

Where beauteous nature blooms with sweetest smile ; 

Where never winter, or his northern blast. 

Howls on the hill, and lays the valley waste, 

0*er a pale sun the cloud of horror dirows* 

And buries nature in his vast of snows ; — 

Ah, no ! where endless summer, ever gay, 

Opes a pure ether to the orb of day, 

That gilds the tree, and flower, and grassy blade, 

And works his threads of gold in every glade : — 

* Two chisten of islauds, or rather of rocks, are laid down in the maps,^ by the Eng- 
lish geographers, under the names of ' Great and Little Cayman/ They are situate In 
the Gnlph of Florida, between the coast of Yncata in Spanish America, and Negril 
Point, in the Island of Jamaica. To the latter, they have always been considered as 
^pendencies. 

•f* A gentleman, whom the author of this poem met by the merest accident on 
ft smaH isknd, situated near the Gulf of Mexico. Hn companions were, his 
wife, a most lovely woman, an4 four beautiful children, whose history wpiild form a 
most interesting romance. Persecuted by their parents for a mutual love attachment, 
they forsook their native country (America), to seek some dbtant asylum. On their 
voyage they were wrecked; but fortunately escaped with their lives, and preserved their 
property. 

** Finding the little island on which they were thrown tb be in possession of a few 
inhabitants, of the niiost perfect simplicity of manners, and the most lively friendship ; 
pleased, also, with the salubrity as well as beauty and fertility of the spot, they adopted 
the resolution of passing their days in this remote corner of the globe, convinced 
that the most perfect happiness resides oftener in simplicity than in splendour. Their 
opinion soon became realised : fond of 'the innocent natives, and equally beloved 
again, the delightful little repablic flourished under their aoipi^s, and restond the 
golden ag«.*' 

T 3 
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To tbee, my ftrnd, where sbnibt of incfenie tM, 
And pour tbdr grateful firagniDce to the tkiet; 
Where rills^ iu wanton mazes, wind away, 
Difibsing health and plenty as they play ; 
Where the rich treasures of the pme reside. 
And orange branches bend with golden pride ; 
VThere, from the boughs of odour, mingled notes 
Of rapture warble from a thousand throats ; 
And» blest from vale to vale, the cooing dove* 
Wings with his mate, and teaches man to love: 
To thee I yield the Muse's artless line, 
And envy all the blessings that are thine. 

Our author next represents the beautifiil Julia, surrounded 
by her progeny, employed sometimes in rural, sometimes in 
scientific cares : 

Pleased to explore the insect world, they rove ; 
Tribes of the flood, and minstrels of the grove; 
With all the varying species of the field. 
Whose forms and lives delight and wisdom yield, 
Display the page of Providence's plan, 
That shows his wondVous works to wondering man. 

No wish is theirs (forbid it Heaven !) to hurt. 
To wound and murder a poor wretch in sports 
To lift the tube ef death with hostile eye, 
And dart a fluttering victim from his sky ; 
To bait with writhing worms the barbarous hook. 
And drag the finny nation from their brook : 
Justly forbid the cruelty to know. 
And gather pleasure from the pangs of weeu 



Yet; oh kk Ftmcy's eye thy cot I view, 
Enwrapp'd with vines, and flowers of vivid hue ; 
The pebbled avenue, the murmuring spring, 
Crowded with fearless birds of various wing, 
That sportive, fluttering, pour the happy lay» 
A mingled minstrelsy, the happy day : ^ 
And oft, in Fancy's ear, thy Julia's lute. 
Whose melting sounds the soul of Pity suit. 
Complaining die ; and ofl I hear again 
A loud, a happy, cheerful, grateful strain, 
Join'd by a little offipring's throats, that raise. 
The song of wonder in their Maker's praise. 
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Lady Trelawney and her smie, after r^futsung die tropic, 
immediately steered for Europe, and were in h€»pe8 of soon 
reaching an English port; but the captain of the man of war, 
under whose protection they were placed, either actuated by a 
wish of obtaining more refireshments, or obliged to alter his 
original destination by advme winds, shaped his coarse f<Mr the 
-Canaries, and anchored in sight of what is deemed the 
capitaL 

On landing there, in the autumn of 1762, Lady Trelawney, 
and those who accompanied her, were ^itertained with the 
most distinguished marks of attention, by the represaitative of 
the King of Spain. Dr. Wolcot, in particular, appears to 
have be6n highly delighted with the generous reception ex- 
perienced by him from the Donna Marias and Donna Isabellas, i 
whom he saw at the palace. * "I was there," observes he, 
" in company with the Governor's widow. We remained for , 
some time ; and this also was the scene of several of my 
sonnets." Of the latter, unluckily, we cannot, at present, 
present our readers with any specimens. Indeed, a visit to 
the Fortunate Islands of the ancients, a view of the Peak of 
Teneriffe, to climb which he appears to have made an ineffec- 
tual effort; and the almost classical appellations of Palma 
Hiero, Gomera, &c., were all calculated to excite the happiest 
efforts 6f his muse. Fortune, however, has been careful to 
preserve some verses, which display his taste, even at that 
period, for the ludicrous. 

It seems, that while Lady Trelawney was lodged at the 
Governor's house at Santa Cruz, Peter, and a son of the late 
Admiral Boscawen, were accommodated under the hospitable 
roof of Mr. Mackernick, one of the principal merchants of that 
place. His bed, for the first night at least, appears to have 
been a very uncomfortable one, for in the course of the very 
next morning he addressed an " elegy to the fjleas of 

TENERIFFE." 

* Two of these females were aficrwairtU celebrated by him ; the one uniter-tbt 
appellation of *• The Nymph Joanua," the other as '* The Beauteous Cathirini." 

T 4 
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We shall here give a short quotation t 

But, O ye ruthless hostSy an Arab train* 
Ye daring light-troops ^f that raving race, 

Knovr ye the strangers whom with blood ye stain ? 
Know ye the voyagers ye thus disgrace ? 

One is a doctor of redoubted skill, 

A Briton born, that dauntless deak in deaths 

Who to the Western Ind did haste to kill. 
And probably of thousands stop the breath : 

A bard, whose wingof thought, and verse of fire. 
Shall bid with wonder all Parnassus start ; 

A bard, whose converse monarchs shall admire. 
And haply learn his lofty odes by heart. 

The other, lo ! a pupil rare of Mars, 
A youth who kindles with a father's flame, 

Boscawen called, who fought a kingdom's wars. 
And gave to immortality a name. 

Lo ! such are we, freebooters, whom ye bite ! 

Such is our British quality, O fleas ! 
Then spare our tender shins this oney one nighty — 

To*morrow, eat Mackernick's, if ye please." 

Dr. Wolcot, on his arrival in England, after an absence of 
about two years, immediately repaired to the residence of his 
kind and affectionate uncle, who received him with <^n 
arms. The old gentleman died soon after, and bequeathed 
his all to his nephew and two nieces, the sisters of our bard, 
who afterwards settled at Fowey. It was, however, divided 
into unequal portions, and the largest of these, amounting to 
nearly 2000Z., fell to the lot of the subject of these memoirs, 
who, we believe, was nominated sole executor, and residuary 
legatee. 

About the year 1769, or 1770, Dr. Wolcot removed to 
Truro, with a view of settling there, and for about four years 
practised as a physician in that ancient corporate town. But 
he unfortunately rendered himself obnoxious to some of the 
principal inhabitants, and had to maintain a long, expensive^ 
and litigious diiSpute with the churchwardens and overseers. 
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who Imd imposed on him a parish apprentice not only with- 
out his consent, but also against his repeated remonstrances. 
Failing in this suit, in the prosecution of which he had lis- 
tened to rash and imprudent counsels, our bard determined to 
bid an eternal adieu to Truro. This circumstance is * to be 
greatly lamented in more than erne point of view, for notwith*^ 
standing scenes so hostile to the muses, our bai*d had become 
acquainted with Mr. Polwhele, then a school-boy, and was ac- 
customed, now and then, to write compositions for that young 
gentleman which had been imposed by his master, for occa- 
sional omissions ; while, at other times, they entered into com- 
petition with each other, and rendered versification more facile 
to both, by a mutual, but inoflFensive rivalship. Here follows 
the translation of an epigram by honest Peter, achieved at the 
period to which we now allude, which has been greatly 
admired: — 

Somne levis, quamque certissima mortis imago 
Consortem, cupio te, tamen esse tori ; 
Alma quies, optata veni ; nam, sic, sine vit^ 
Vivere, quam suave est : sic, sine morte, mori. 

Come, gentle sleep, attend thy votary's prayer. 
And though death's image, to my couch repair ; 
How sweet, thus lifeless, yet with life, to lie, 
Thus, without dying, O how sweet to die ! 

From Truro, our bard removed to Helstone, a borough, 
like the former, appertaining to the duchy of Cornwall. Here 
he also remained, about the period of two years ; but without 
any better success than before. He was a poet, and there was 
a versatility in his manners, studies, and pursuits, that seemed 
to preclude all confidence on the part of his patients. Dr. 
Darwin, we believe, concealed his taste for composition, during 
many years, from the public eye ; and although he cherished 
this talent in secret, yet he never ventured to print until he 
had secured his independence. The passion appears to have 
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been much stronger on the part of Dr. WolooC; it proved 
paramount, irresistible. 

It was about the year 1779 that Dr. Wolcot discovered the 
talents of the late Mr. John Opie \ and rescued him from 
worse than Egj^tian bondage. Of their first meeting, fOid 
early connexions, more shall be said hereafter. 

The Doctor took the youth home with him, and under him 
inspection, he soon improved hi^nself greatly in drawing. He 
also placed several original paintings by way of models bdbre 
him ; and as it was necessary that he should earn a livelihood, 
portraits were of course preferred. Opie's fame at length got 
abroad, and several of the neighbours wished, in the language 
of his patron, ^^ to have their likenesses ^'^r^o^^ by him, at 
five shillings a piece." To increase the circle of his cus- 
tomers, he made occasional excursions in the country. 

The reputation of Opie was now so great, and his tidents 
in so improving a state, that his friend and benefactor, in 
1780, determined to accompany him to Exeter. While in 
that city, he may be considered as having practised on a &r 
greater scale than before. There were not only some good 
judges in that place^ but also a number of genteel persons, 
eager to encourage a young and rising artist. 

Yet even this provincial theatre proving inadequate to the 
display of the talents of the young portrait painter, they at 
length repaired to London, where, as usual, they maintained 
themselves out of one common purse. 

In the capital of the empire the talents of the pupil could 
not fail to attract attention, and no sooner were his merits 
known than he met with due encouragement. In the mean- 
time, the genius of the patron also began to expand, and 
his feme to be disclosed ; nor was he unmindful of his friend ; 
for amidst volleys of critical abuse against some of the first 
painters of the age, he found both time and opportunity to 
praise Mr. Opie. 

Speak, Muse, who form'd that matchless head? 
The Cornish boy, in tin-mines bred ; 

* Hit ml ntme was €^y. 
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WkMe nAtive genius, like his diamoadsy ihone 
In secret, till chance gave him to the sun. 
'Tis * Jackson's portrait ; put the laurel on it, 
Whilst to that tuneful swain I pour a sonnet. 

At length, towards the close of the eighteenth century, after 
long, numerous, and unwearied efforts, the talents of Peter 
Pindar became so conspicuous, and his renown so universally 
diffused, that Paternoster-Row and Whitehall, — the book- 
seDers and the ministers, — alike contended for his favour, and 
actually wooed him, like Danae of old, in showers of gold. 

Accordingly, in 1795, Messrs. Robinson, Golding, and 
Walker, agreed to grant Dr. Wolcot an annuity of 250/. pay- 
able half-yearly, for the copy-right of his works. Unfortu- 
nately, the original document was drawn up with a very 
illaudable degree of obscurity, and each party, of course, 
adhered to that interpretation most consonant to his own 
interests ; for, while the one claimed the stipendium merely 
as a remuneration for the works ahready published, the other 
contended that it included all future ones, now or hereafter to 
be printed. As the two cases were drawn, as usual, with a 
leaning in behalf of the respective clients, the counsel em- 
ployed were, of course, obliged to draw unfair inferences from 
false premises ; and thus, as is usual, a law-suit became inevi- 
table. 

The equity of the case appears to have been clearly on the 
aide of the poet; for his works were already exceedingly pro- 
ductive, and the sum granted to our annuitant, on the verge 
of sixty, was not at all an unreasonable compensation. Indeed, 
estimating at 10 years* purchase, it did not exceed 2500Z. ; and, 
in our own time, 3000/. have been given for a single poem ! 

Here follows Peter's own statement, in 1799: " With 
respect to my annuity from the Robinsons, it is 250/. per 
annum. It was not a part of the agreement, that they were to 
have my future works included for the annuity : those they 
were to purchase, provided I chose to zeU them. Such is the 

* The Ifte Mr. JaoktAO, of £3Kter» 
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agreement But possibly they wish to dragoon me into 
a sale/' 

After this, we believe, an action at common law was com- 
menced, followed soon after by a suit in chancery ; but, if we 
mistake not greatly, the annuity was at length paid with great 
r^ularity, first, by the Messrs. Robinsons, and after their 
death by Mr. Walker. But much skirmishing constantly took 
place on these occasions ; and when the receipt was presented, 
at the end of every six months, many angry words passed, so 
that Peter was at length obliged to employ the good offices of a 
third person to transact the business. On these occasions he 
was particularly bitter, being accustomed to send most offensive 
messages, which the good sense of his fri^ids, of course, either 
softened or suppressed. 

Our bard did not forget to enumerate these squabbles 
among the miseries to which his life had been unhappily 
subjected: — 

Fir'd with the love of rhyme, and, let me say, 

Of virtue, too, I sound the moral lay ; 

Much like Saint Paul (who solemnly protests, 

He battled hard at Ephesus with heasU)^ 

IVe fought with lions, monkeys, bulls, and bears, 

And got half Noah's ark about my ears ; 

Nay more (which all the courts of justice know). 

Fought with the brutes of Paternoster-Row. 

He also was not slow in proclaiming his hatred to book- 
sellers in general, whom he was always anxious to represent 
as hard-hearted and unfeeling : — 

TO THE MU6Z. 

Muse> we have finished now our Odes, 

And, verily, the songs of gods; 
But, let me tell thee, Muse (and much it pains), 

That those great traffickers in taordsf 

Those high and mighty pompous lords, 
The booksellers, will barely give me grains. 

• Hog^S'ivash is good enough !' they cry ; 

Thus can I neither roast, nor fry. 
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'Til hard that my poor mental mill 

Is never suffer'd to lie still ; 
Such, 8uch> indeed, the avarice of the clan : 

Forced every minute of the hour. 

To grind, forsooth, for them the Jhur, 
And feed myself, alas ! up.on the bran. 

Hard Is their bridle : Lord ! with pain I shrink ; 

Too hard upon my bleeding jaws they pull. 
What shame that they, the lazy imps, should drink 

Claret and Burgundy from my poor scull ; 
And, with a saucy mortifying sneer, 
Bid me be happy — upon dead small beer ! 

I boast one consolation, I allow, 

My name will never be forgotten ; 
When to posterity I make my bow. 

These rogues are in oblivion rotten ! 

As to his connexion with Government, it was but of short 
duration, and occurred, if we mistake not, at a time when the 
*^ Res Angusta Domi" weighed heavily on his mind. The 
n^ociation commenced on the part of the editor of a ministe- 
rial evening paper. This event occurred during Mr. Pittas 
administration, at a period when that minister had become 
rather unpopular; and although praise was not expected from 
so satirical a pen, yet a hope seems to have been entertained, 
that by a witty and vituperative attack on the adverse party, 
they also might be obliged to share in the public indignation. 

Peter was first introduced to Mr. , then an under-secre- 

tairy of state, who, at that period, possessed the full and entire 
confidence of the premier. Our poet was accustomed to 
ridicule the pomposity of this gentleman, and to mimic his 
▼oice and manners while he repeated the following emphatical 
sentence: *^ There are certain sums, Dr. Wolcot, floating in 
His Majesty's treasury for those who defend the cause of 
Government" 

But here follows Peter's own account of this transaction, 
observing, at the same time, that the expressions are somewhat 
eoarscy and consequently that this communication could only 
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have been made at a moment when actuated by lio common 
degree of hostility : — 

<< As to the imputed pension, the fact is this ; application 
was made to me by the friends of government, that if I 
would employ my pen in their favour, they would remune- 
rate me with a pension. My reply was, in a jocular way, 
that as for varnishing knaves, I would never consent to it; I 
had no whitewash for devils ; biit if they would give me 
three or four hundred pounds per annum to be mute, I mi^t 
accede. This I said without the most distant idea of the 
proposal being accepted; however they ift^ accept it; a half 
year elapsed, when it was intimated to me, that something 
was expected from me in favour of administration. My reply 
was, that they had infamously violated the agreement, and 
that sooner than write for a set of men I despised, it should 
be void from that moment ; and I pronounced it void ; adding 
with some acrimony, that rascality might think itself happy 
in passing without notice. As I had taken up * ten ponnds 
of the annuity, I sent it back to them, and gave the pitiful 
scoundrels my half year's due. This is a &ir picture of the 
matter, which they may have impudence enough to deny, but 
not powers to refute. 

" I called on and complained to Mr. , but his answers 

were ministerial — that is to say, replete with equivocation.'' 

Although not expressly specified here^ there is reason to 
think that the pension in question amounted to SOOl. per 
annum. 

It was not until he was in full possession of all his fame, 
had got into easy circumstances, and attained the mature 
age of sixty-one, that by the intervention of a common friend, 
the writer of this article became acquainted with the celebrated 
Peter Pindar. Here follows a transcript from a note taken 
immediately afiter. 

The first interview took place at his own apartments. No. 1. 
Chapel-street, Portliand Iload, Februaiy 28, 1801, where I 

* He aetoaHy borrowed thit money from « frtetid in pltee* 
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y!m» r^ceiy^d with the most hearty welcome. The drawing- 
room, which was handsome, with three windows in front, had 
a painted cieling, and was adorned wiUi pictures. These were 
few, but choice^ and consisted of the celebrated " Sleeping 
Girl," by Sir Joshua; an excellent beggar by Opie, in which 
ihe foreshortening of the arm was eflFected with great skill; and 
a landscape by Wilson. In addition to these, was one of his 
own efforts, in crayons, together with a drawing, I believe^ by 
General Kosciusko. 

^^ At first sight the owner appeared to exhibit a strong 
Tesemblance, both in face and figure, to the late Dr. William 
Thomson, who completed Dr. Watson's History of Philip II. 
I could not forbear to intimate my opinion on this subject ; 
and he very readily acknowledged that I was not singular in 
this idea. 

" Soon afler my arrival he seized on what he termed * a 
dumb fiddle,' by means of which he endeavoured to play me 
a Welch tune. He then pointed to a pianoforte placed there 
for the accommodation of his friend Shield, ^ whose veins 
run milk,' said he, < until once afironted, when the lamb is 
turned into the lion.' 

^^ My host appeared to me to be a man of various excel- 
lence; he possessed much general knowledge, and was fii- 
miliar with every thing respecting the fine arts. He affected^ 
however, on this occasion,^ to be a ban vivant, 

" While talking of medicine, notwithstanding he was a 
physiciaii himself, yet he very candidly confessed, * that 
although the sons of Esculapius might alleviate acute dis- 
orders, yet it was but seldom they could cure them.' Being 
in a convivial humour, with plenty of wine, &c. before us^ 
he soon after exclaimed, with much animation, ^ that he 
intended to live until, he was a hundred;' and then gaily 
added, * that while he possessed the free command of three 
things — brandy, fire, and flannel, a man must make interest 
to die!' 

** By way of explanation, he immediately stirred the fire, 
mingled a very small pqrtion of the right * Nanta,' some water. 
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and arange juice together, and pointing to bis body, obserfvd 
< that moisture was the greatest enemy to man ; that bis tmvk 
and feet were cased in wool, and his very shoes stuffed withflan<> 
nel. Peter was in exceeding high spirits on this occasion, for 
he had not only dissolved an injunction in chancery, obtained 
by two booksellers against him, but also procured a decree in 
his own favour, which, while it subjected them to costs, insured 
payment of the annuity they had formerly granted him. 

** Life, he thought, even if accompanied with torture^ was a 
blessing; he would wiUingly live over again his former days, 
and he seemed at this moment eminently possessed of all the 
pleasures resulting from enjoyment 

^^ Among other things, he talked to me of Jamaica ; and 
observed, that he would not return to be governor ! He 
then mentioned the Maroons and the bloodhounds ; nor did 
he forget the ring-tailed pigeons. We had both crossed the 
Monte DiaBolo, visited Kingston, Spanish-Town, &c. &c., and 
had also touched at the grand Caymanas, where I had only 
seen 5 or 600 wretched turtle, kept in salt-water penns ; while . 
be, roving in search of adventures, had encountered a shoe- 
maker, in the person of governor, and entered a miserable 
negro hut, which was converted into the residence of the com- 
mander-in-chief! / 

" But what delighted him still more, was to behold a lovely 
Anglo-American, most unexpectedly inhabiting a humble 
dwelling, who recounted part of her adventures to him, and 
added, ^ that she and her lover had been wrecked here P 

^* I could not on this occasion, refrain from smiling, on 
Peter assuring me, that when the lovely stranger had arrived 
at this part of her story, he arose, and with much animation 
exclaimed, '^ I hope to God, madam^ he lost his life :' But 
the fair incognita^ who perceived that this was merely intended 
as a compliment to her beauty, and an avowal of his own gal- 
lantry, relieved him from his embarrassment, by calmly ob* 
serving, * that the gentleman in question had gone out to 
shoot doves for her dinner.' He in fact returivpd soon after; 
and they all kissed and cried at parting." 
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*"' 0« a subsequent occasion, he recurred to the fine titt^ 
itkd spoke of Sir Joshua with rapture; but his praise wad 
not indiscriminate, for he chastened eulogium with something 
approaching to rebuke. ** He was a great, a very great man, 
fet it must be candidly owned that he was also very little at times, 
particularly when soliciting the place of serjeant-painter from 
Lord Salisbury *, which the King had intended for West ; and 
also, when on inviting himself to breakfast, on his entrance^ 
Sir Joshua appeared deeply intent on a volume of Peter Pin- 
dar r 

He frankly allowed ** Barry to be a man of great genius,** 
but in his dispute with Reynolds, *< it was a mouse nibbling 
at ihe tail of the Nemean lion." «* And yet," adds he, ** hi» 
v^s flow with aqua fofrtis^ rather than with blood'— wher-^ 
ever it falls it bums — dther the feet or the clothes, as it may 
happen to light." 

One day, on our return from a visit to the city, in the 
same carriage, the conversation happened to be directed to- 
wards the artist whom he had patronised, and who had 
formed one of our dinner party. He was of opinion *< that 
Opie did not possess any intuitive genius, but rose chiefly on 
account of his enthusiasm for his art. His manner consisted 
of a happy imitation of a variety of painters ; and, above all, 
he had learned to give breadth to his productions, by studying 
Sir Joshua." 

I confess I at first thought,, that this decision, which 
seemed to preclude all originality^ had proceeded from some- 
what like a settled resentment. The quondam friends now 
seldom miet, indeed, even at table, and among strangers, 
without bickering and sparring; but I at length discovered, 
diat this was actually the settled opinion of our Bard. 

At my particular desire, he gave the following accouht 
of his first acquaintance and subsequent connexion with this 
artist. «* Being on a visit to a relation in Cornwall," observed 
he, " I saw either the drawing or print of a farm-yard in 
the parlour, and after looking at it slightly, remarked, thai 

• ThU nobltman was for many yeaw Lord Chamberlain. 
VOL. IV. U 
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il was a busy scene^ but ill executed. Tl^js poii^t wa^ Uoi^e- 
dlately contested by a she-cousin, who pbserved, * tbftt it Wfw^. 
greatly admired by many, apd particularly by Johfi Qjiie^^ % 
lad of great genius.* ; • 

" Having learned the ^ace of the artist's abodc^J^ in^ 
stsntly sallied forth, and found bim at the bottopti of a M^^ 
pit, cutting wood, by p^ovii^g tfee Ipwer part of aif iprtru- 
ment which was regi^lated above by another per^n. Having, 
enquired in the dialect of the county, if he could paint? 

** * Con you patent P* 1 was instantly answered from below, 
in a similar aqcent and language ; thai he could jxzt^n/ Queen 
Charlotte, and Duke WiUi»m *, and Mrs, Somebody's Cot V 

^^ A specimen was immediately sbpiyn m^ w^icb was ^xjjie, 
incorrect, and incomplete. . But when I learned that be; wa» 
such an enthusiast in his art, that he got up by three o'clock^ 
of a summer's morning to draw with chalk and charcoa), I, 
instantly conceived that he must possess all that, zeal necess^y 
for obtaining eminence. A glea,m of hope then darted througb 
my boson) ; and I felt it possible to raise the. price of his lal^ur^ 
from eight-pence or a shilling to a guinea a-day. Actuate 
l^y this motive, I instantly presented him with pencils^ Qolqursy; 
and canvas^ to which I added a few instructions." 

The Doctor then proceeded to state, that Opie had the run 
of his house during the last three or four years that he re^ 
main^ in Cornwall. 

" The young artist now got himself a nag," added he,^ " to 
carry him from place to place, in order to ease his limbs, and. 
support the dignity of the profession. Though not so wel- 
come as the master, the horse constantly lived in clover J* 

After two or three months absence from his patron, he re-, 
turned to Truro with specimens of further progress, when the 
Doctor bade him boldly, demand a half guinea for a head ; to 
iBirhicb the modest youth replied, that he was afraid that so 
great a sum was superior to his merits, and, moreover, that he . 
really believed that the county could not afford it. The Doc- 
tor^ however, persisted; and a half guinea was the future 

« William Duke of Cumberland. 
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slipuliatiDn b^tWeen painter and sitter. In stort, the yontb, 
by his assiduity ro^e, to his own astonistimient, to a guinea, to 
fhfe entire satisfaction df his marvelling employers. " At; 
length I proposed to hini, first to go to Exeter, and then to 
London, and having lost an income of SOOL or 400/., by the 
dikiige of Scene, entered into a written engagement, by 
which it was agreed, that we should share the joint profits in 
equal divisions. We actually did so for a year ; but at the 
end of that time riiy pupil told me 1 might return to the 
country, as he could now do for himself.** 

** Notwithstanding this provocation, I got Opie introduced 
to Mrs. Bos. {perhaps Bosville), Who introduced him to Mrs! 
Delaney, who intrbduced him to the king; but his d — —a 
democratic principles spoiled all ! Being ignorant how to get 
on, he disobliged every body. 

" A lady wished that her portrait should be * very hand- 
Some," and expressed an inclination accordingly. « Then, 
Madam,' replied the artist, * you wish to be painted otherwise 
than you are — ^ I see you do not want your own face V " The 
Doctor concluded with asserting, " that during the first year 
he actually took out writs against several of his sitters, who 
were rather tardy in their payments ;'* and closed the whole by 
remarldng, ** that he was possessed of capacity rather thaii of 
gettius." 

Here follows a short note, received after a dinner-party,' 
where he had been treated with singular attention, by some 
persons of distinction. 

^* My dear Sir, 
' *^ I beg a thousand pardons for not sending before — ^ in- 
closed are a few hints for your next production — when shall I 
8e6 you again ? — O quando ego te auspiciam f 

" I am truly y6urs, 

«J. W. 

** ToMnorrow my pamphlet comes out, baptised — * Out at 

lastP I shall inclose an order for one, if you wfH take the 

trouble of sending. 

" Esq. ' 

" Baker-street, Portman-square." 
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The protracted existence of the subject of this memoir^ 
notwithstanding his three grand desiderata^ wtm not wholly 
exempt from disease. But from two maladies — asthma and 
deafness — he not only recovered, but endeavoured to render 
the skill obtained, by their endurance, beneficial both to others 
and himselfl At length he was assailed by one of those in* 
firmities which are reckoned the most melancholy that can 
fidl to the lot of a mortal ; this was blindness, arising from 
two cataracts. At first it assumed a mild aspect, and only 
operated as a slight impediment to his lucubrations; but he 
socm after became first a miqpSf and then totally dark, not- 
withstanding an attempt, on the part of Sir William Adama^ 
to couch his right eye. After this he was led about ^ by a 
young man; and slill continued to visit such of his friends as 
resided in the vicinity of Somers' Town, within the |Mrecincts 
of which he had now taken up his abode. 

This unhappy event proved a great hindrance to the dif- 
fusion of the productions of his muse <— for she still continued 
to visit him with her inspirations. Yet on great occadons he 
waft accustomed to dictate to an amanuensisy and thus to prove 
that neither age nor blindness was able to derive him of his 
poetic excellence. 

His body, indeed, seems to have decayed &ster than his 
mind. Being at l^gth confined by habit rather than dis- 
ease to his house, he seemed to lie in bed, eitlier from indo- 
lence or whim. A respectabi^ gentleman, to whom be had 
been long known, on his arrival from the country, paid a 
visit to Peter about three months before his death. ^ What 
is the matter with you ?' observed this fiiend, << you lie here^ 
apparently from choice^ with your face to the wall, and, your 
body enveloped in wool and calico ?' — " It signifies but little^** 
was the rqply, << in what position a blind man takes his de- 
parture: and what should I rise for ? It would be folly in me 
to be groping around my drawing-room ; and with what un- 
easiness would it not be attended, to one now become so weak? 
When up and in motion, I am obliged to carry a load of elewn 
or twelve stcme; but while here, I have only a few ounces of 
blankets to support !*' 
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On being asked by another acquaintance at an interview, a 
very short time before his decease, " What he could bring him,' 
to add to his comfort?' he replied, with a Sardonic smiley 
^ Bring me back my youth !** 

On the very next day, January 14, 1789, he breathed his 
last, at Montgomery's cottage, Somers* Town, where he had 
resided for many years ; having been first attracted thither on 
account of the surrounding nursery grounds. At the end of 
a week his corpjse, accompanied by a band of chosen fiiends,' 
whom, we understand, he himself had expressly nominated, 
was buried in a vault in the church-yard of St. Paul's, Co- 
vent Gburden, in a very appropriate position ; for it was so' 
contrived, at his own request, that the coffin of the author 
of the Lousiad should be so near as to touch that of the bard 
\dio bad produced Hudibrasj whose genius and originality he 
greatly admired. 

Thus died, in the eighty-first year of his age^ Dr. John 
Wolcot, not in poverty and want, as may be supposed by 
those who are disposed to infer penury firom the usual &te of 
poets, both in ancient and modem times, but in comparative 
affluence. He was surrounded, indeed, by all the comforts' 
that can render a sick-bed tolerable, and actually left a con-' 
siderable property behind him, which he disposed by will, 
among those who were dear to him. 

The person of Dr. Wolcot was not calculated to convey 
any fiivourable impression ; there was nothing prepossessing, 
either in his countenance or figure. He was wliat was usually 
termed a tkkkj squat man; his &ce was large, dark, and flat, 
and there *^ was no speculation in his eye." In respect to 
manners, too^ he was not deemed in general either elegant or 
agreeable. 

It most be allowed, however, that he conversed with ability, 
on several subjects, more especially when tete-a^tke with a 
firiend, and disj^yed.a most humane and beneficent character 
on a variety of occasions. 

But it is firom his works, and his works alone, that any 
lasting fame is to be expected ; and yet such is the unctr- 

u 8 
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tainty of human praise^ that by ceasing to appear so fre- 
quently as formerly before the public, and living to a ver}' old 
age, Peter Pindar had almost survived his reputation I 

Of his prose productions nothing has as yet been said. 
Indeed they were few in number, and not entitled, per- 
haps, to much, celebrity : for^ with an exception to his poeticali 
^fiusions, he always seemed to compose with difficulty, an4. 
never, indeed, could express his sentiments with any dcgrioe 
either of faciUty or neatness. The Doctor, however, sGm» 
years since^ superintended a new edition of Pilkington's JDtic** 
tionary of Painters, to which he made som^e few additions ; wd 
to this he wa9 fully competent. The character of R^hard. 
Wilson, the famous landscape painter, was also drawn up by 
him; and of that artist he was always accustomed to speak 
with unbounded eulogium. 

An attempt shall here be made, by means of what the late 
]^orace Walpole (Earl of Orford) was pleased* to term "Re- 
miniscences," to contribute a few facts and anecdotes towards 
completing the biography of this extraordinary character. 
. His merits as a poet are well knpwn ; but his pretensions as 
a critic must be familiar only to a few of his associates. In 
the first character he attacked every rank in life, from the king 
to the coUer ; . but in the second, he fl^w at high game alone ; 
for, like the eagle, he disdained to stoop to oSaL 

Accordingly, Dryden, 

« The great High Priest of all the Nine," 

was not unfrequently the subject of Peter's sev^re^t remarks, 
a^d of all his productions, he constantly selected and fiiced 
on ** Alexander's Feast ; or the Power of Music, an Ode on 
St. Cecilia's Day," for his keenest animadversions. This, 
doubtless, proceeded from the consideration, that it was gene- 
rally supposed to possess more fire, fancy, and geqias, than 
any other of t,he compositions of tliat celebrated poet, and. 
had now been consecrated by the uniform applauses of bpt}i 
nf^ives and foreigners for about, a century and a. half. 
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After asstlthing a seribus Air, and manner, the doctor 
was accustomed to e^el^ib, *^ How wc^lly have mankind 
been mistaken in their admiration of this paltry production ! 
In the first place, the subject is immoral, the catastrophe unjust, 
and the language vulgar and imperfect. Here are a soldier 
and his truUi seated together on a b^neh, which they tM 
• an imperial throne.* They are evidently surrounded by 
pimps and parasites, ready to assent to all their freaks ; these 
ridiculously enough, are denominated < valiant peers.* And 
what is the conclusion of all this ? eifactly what ought to be 
Mpetted, — a fordgn eoiLcubiite, — an Athenian 'bBomim of the 
Mm in a state of tntojdcatifm ; — for assuredly tfaore waft in^ 
toxfcatk» <^ more than one species : — seizes on a burning 
bnui^ no matter whether a flambeau or a farthing caodle^ 
and seconded by her paramour, and the drunken crew by 
whom they were accompanied, basely destroys the noble city 
of Per8qx>lis, to gratify her vile resentments. 

'* But softly, — let us proceed without passion or prqudice : 

'Twas at the royal feast for Persia won 
By Philip's warlike son : 

*Twas ! how prosaic ! here Dryden commences with an elisionj 
and that too, of the two poorest and meanest words in our 
language. 

<< This appears to have been a feast or banquet, to comme- 
morate a sanguinary triumph over an innocent, feeble, and 
luxurious nation ; and who were the guests, and in what a 
fimtastic manner were they dressed ? exactly like our Irish 
milkmen on a May-day morning : 

His valiant peers were plac'd around, 

Their brows with roses and with myrtles bound. 

Now for the punl^ wAo, at first affects to be a modest matron : 

The lovely Thais by his side 

Sat like a blooming Eastern bride ; 

In flower of youth, and beauty's pride, 

u 4 
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" Here follows the very edifying burthen of the song 

Happy, happy, happy pair ! 

None but the brave. 

None but the brave, 

None but the brave, deserve the &ir. 

<< We now come to the blind fiddler, or rath^ Wdch 
harper : 

Timotheus plac'd on high 

Amid the tuneful quire. 

With flying fingers touch'd the lyre. 

<< And what did he dng? Why, that the mother of this 
mbdc-hero was as great a strumpet as she who then sat by his 
side; and that she even lavished her indiscriminate fiivours on a 
brute beast) who, as she pretended, was Jnpiter Ammon:-*— - 

A dragon's fiery form belied the god ; 

Sublime on radiant spheres he rode. 

When he to fair Oljrmpia prest. 

And while he sought her snowy breast ; 

Then round her slender waist he curFd, 

And stampM an image of himself, a sovereign of the world. 

And pray what does this soldier do, when he is told that his 
mother is a , himself a bastard, and his pretended 

&ther, good-man PhiUp, a cuckold? Why, he encourages 
the delusion, and seems to think it a very good joke: 

With ravish'd ears. 

The monarch hears ; 

Assumes the g^, 

Affects to nod. 

And seems to shake the spheres. 

*^ I told you at first my good friends," he was accustomed 
to add, ^^ that this was a mere drunken bout : 

The praise of Bacchus, then the sweet miisician sung, 
Of Bacchus ever fair, and: ever young : 

Now give the hautboys breath. He comes ! he eomet ! 
Bacchus ! ever fair and young, 
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rDvkikaig joyt did tet ordain ; 
Bacchus' blessings are a treasure ; 
Drinking is the soldier's pleasure ; 
Sweet is pleasure after pain« 

<< The consequences are exactly such as n^ght have been 
expected^ after all tUs ribaldry, for the great personage 



Unable to conce^ bis pain. 



Gazed on the fair 

Who caus'd his care, 
And sighM and look'd, sigh'd and lookM, '^ : 

Sigb'd and look'd, and sigh'd again. • ' r. [ 

At length, with love and wine, at once opprest, , 

The vanquished victor sunk upon her breast. 

*^ Now, is this a king of Macedon and his consort, presiding, 
over a royal banquet in a spacious and noble palace^ or is it 
a Serjeant of the Guards, sitting along with Moll Flanders^ 
at a bear garden ? 

^' As to < love and wine^^ this is a mere poetica liceniia^ to 
endeavour, if possible^ to impress dignity ; as for m^ I can 
perceive nothing but lust, gin, and two-penny. < Love and 
wine^' generally inspire noble sentiments ; it is the spirit of 
juniper or the juice of barley alon^ that lead to burnings 
desolation, and murder* 

<* And with what bad taste does the whole conclude? We 
are told that this beastly scene of low desire^ drunkenness, 
music, and conflagration. 



raisMa mortal to the skies! 



What then, in the name of wonder, would entitle that same 
mortal to shame^ infemy, and punishment V* 

No opinion is here intended to be given, as to the justice or 
injustice of the critidsnu A period of fifl;een years may have 
produced some slight omissions, and even a few trifling varia^ 
tions in this singular irwoestie of one of our first poets ; but in 
all its essentials it is correctly and fiurly given. As tt was a 
frequent theme, indeed, in every companyi many living wit- 
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nesses might be appealed tb, for its authentkity Md cor- 
rectness.* 

Happening one day to dine. along with a number of literary 
men, at the house of a very spirited publisher, our host was 
gttddenly called out on some partipular bustnesK) immediately 
after the cloth was renuH^. A long, and awM pause now 
ensuedy at the close of which it was proposed to drink the 
health of the bookseller, at whose table we were then seated. 
^ No !" exclaimed honest Peter, rising, and, at the same time 
brandishing a bottle of red Port in fads hand, *^ No I let us 
drink a bumper to our onpr% Sbt this is authorls blood I'' The 
effect was electric, ^id his adrice was instantly followed amidst 
shouts of applause. 

The Doctor, atfio very remote period, determined to dedicate 
himself to a particular branch of the profession. Accordingly, 
aftei? rendering himself master of every thing respecting the 
structure^ conformation^ and properties of thatdelicate(H*gan the 
human ear, he presented himself to his fidends and the public 
as aa aurist; and yet, it is not a little remarkable, that both 
at and after this very epoch, he was always considered to be 
somewhat deaf himself. 

What, his success may have been, it is not now easy to 
determine ; assuredly not great, else he would not have dis<- 
continned the pursuit. The author of this article well recol- 
lects, that he complained bitterly of the ungenerous conduct 
of <me patient, who, although he had cured him completely, 
not only deni/ed it, but still affected to be thick of hearings 
that he might not pay die sdpnhUid Aonorarimii^ Peter, by 
way of trying the effects of his skill, abused, and even called 

^^"^ivk a note, to the first stanza of the parody of ** Frogmore Fete," heginning with 

Twas. at the ruyal test q» Frtiginore G^em, 
With Britain's gold, uprear*d*by -Britain's queen ; 
To charm a court, &c. 

Petar forcibly alludes to this vety subjects « In spkft^&aU'Uie praiset bestowed ob 
Alexander's Feast, I dare pronounce it a downriglit drunken Bartholomew-falr scene : 
the iH>eiry too but little stipcrior to the suljed,'* 
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cony^rsatioii, wbich putting tlie in^poeiboc aS his guard, ke 
T^icii}, with a degree of bitternesis, that at m^ce desionsirated 
the meanoeBs of his conduct, and die keeniei» of Us newly 
acqtiiced bearkig. 

Of medicine in general, he observed, <^ that he did not lik^ 
the practice of it as an sxL He wasr entirelj %nimmt, in- 
deed, whether the patient was cuned by the vis m^dkaMm 
miiurd^f or the administration of a little piU, ^^rhieh was 
either directly or indirectly to reach die port aflfeotedv^' The 
D6<^tor had conceived a new and ingenious theory of topleal 
diseases, among which : he indoded rheamadsm, adM^ pains^ 
&c He considered ^< the joiqts as blocks, dhe nervi^ as 
QSfm^ and the wkkcie system, as a ship fiiU-cigged': in fine 
Wtath^i; all was lax, looser and agreeable-f^ in wiet, e««vy thgn^f 
bdng ti^bb and unoomfovtaUe^ disease waa siqpeiindsoed;-^ 
ddB> on die other hand, was nUeviated by warmth, or in 
other words, by rdiaxation, which restored the bo^ to ita 
dri^oisl tone*" In shorty he waa a great firiend to wamidt and 
a great enany to odd. Above all diings. he dreaded ttw^ 
feet. Much too depended on diet. He considered food aa 
die conductor of disease, and maintained ^t the. poot were 
fiur mofe liable to maladies than die tick 

Tk» subject of this ^lemoir^ while he exceUed in poetry of 
two di£^3ent and distinct kinds, possessed a fine taste foe the 
kindoed studies of sculptiaffe and pfdating. . Accorcfingly, both 
in town and country, he cultivated the friendship and society* 
of artists; while in London,, he frequendy spent the*whd» 
fl^enoon in visidng didut workshops* He ocHitenqplatedr with 
delight the bust, just emerging from, the blodk, and the pic* 
ture, when first starting into life on. the easel ! Their progress 
was surveyed by him with the most patient att^don; he 
hailed die dawn of genius in 9. young artist^ with rapture ; 
while he beheld die master touches, of an experienced! p^icil 
with enthusiasm* Whatever bore the stfunp. ofi merit^. re«* 
ceived:due praise; ^tid;be might have fairly exclMmec^ widi a 
great man of a former age, " I also am a painter !" 
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Dn Wdoot was nwch addktod to music in general; but 
he ddig^ted most in the Italian sdiooL Speakii^ one even* 
log on this sul^ect» a gentleman addressed him as MUms : 
<< I think, Skp the Gecmans excel, at least in execution V^ 
« Yes, Sir,'* was the reply, " they exectde every diing—- th^ 
sorangle melody !" 

Happening one day, when pdUtics ran high, and a great 
fennent prevailed in the nation, and indeed throughout Eu- 
rope^ to speak on the subject of government, he ^< considered 
abadute monardiy as a scdecism in politics, and was asto- 
nished that four — * kings anda queen (whom he moitioned by 
name) should be permitted, at that very moment, to goveni' 
thirty or forty millions of :subjects i" It is but justice to ob- 
serve^ however, that he wi» agceat admirer of a constittttfam- 
ddy balanced like that of England, and accustomed freapmiAy 
to praise its. exceUeneef .Nay, although no one had been foiw 
merly more e^^ tb break a Joke on a palace, yet he actually 
died one of the' most loyal men in the kingdom. 

Peter was accustomed to speak of the friendship exfail^ed' 
towards him by a celebrated Polish patriot, with an honest 
pride. 

Here foUo^ Im account of thdr first acquafaitance, from 
a paper in his own hand-writing. << When the fiunous 
General Kosciusko came to England, he sent his compli- 
ments to me from Sabloniere's Hotel, in Leicester-Fidds, ik»' 
place of his abode. After fq)ologising at not being able to 
wait on me, on account of weakness, arising from his wounds, 
he hoped I would call on him, which I immediatdy did. 
In the course of our interview, he said that he could 
not visit England without seeing an author, who had given 
him so much pleasure, particularly in his prison at St. 
Petersbui^h. *. I constantiy visited him, and, at parting, 
I gave him' a couple of my craycHi landscapes, and he in re- 
turn, presented me with a drawing by himsd^ as wdl as some 
of his choicest wines and liqueurs. On his arrival from 
England in America, I composed a littie ode in honour of 
him.'* 
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" Our author was not- inseasible to fiufie; iikleed he was 
aoeustomed to mention a number of circumstances, all t^i£ng 
to prove in what high degree of estimation his writings, 
which had been trandated into six difierent languages, were 
held, both abroad and at home. 

We shall here insert the following little anecdote, which 
i»itt his own hand writings 

<^ When the Duke of Kent was last in America, he took 
a stroll into the country, and entering a neat little cottage, saw 
a pretty girl with a^book in her hand; < what books do you 
read, my dear? sdd his royal highness. The girl with the 
most artless innocence replied < Sir, the Bible and Peter 
Pindar.*'' 

Dr. Wolcot, at an early period, discovered a strong at- 
tadiment to theatrical entertainments. This, of course, was 
connected with a liking fi»r actors and actresses, and he once 
had an opportunity of both evincing and illustrating this 
putiali^; for when an itinerant company was driven by 
Icigal vk>knce from Kingsbridge^ in Devonshire, he kindly 
inleirposed, and affi>rded it an asylum within his own 
premises in the neighbouring parish of Dodbrooke. This 
gaare birth to an ^ Ode to my Bam," which appears to have 
been the receptade in which the comedians took refuge 
from the joint prosecution, of the justices, churchwardens, and 
ovarseers. 

Sweet haunt of solitude and rats. 

Mice, tuneful owls, and purring cats, 
Who, while we mortals sleep, the gloom pervade ; 

And wish not for the Sun's all-seeing eye, 

Their mousing mysteries to espy ; 
Blest, like philosophers, amidst the shade ! 

When Persecution, with an iron hand. 
Dared drive the moral-menders from the land, 

Call'd Players — friendly to the wandering crew, 
Thine eye with tears surveyed the mighty wro^g. 
Thine open arms received the mournful throng. 

Kings without shirts, and queens with half a shoe. 
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Al^si iriiat. dangers g1<ioin(^ of late aroutMl! 

Moaarchs aud queens, with haltero nearly booad ; 
Duke, dukeling, princess^ prince, consigned to jail : 

And, what the very soul of pity shocks, 

The poor old Leat was threaten^ with the siobks, 
Cordelia, with the cart's unfeeling tail. 

Peter Pindar was a bachelor : indeed^ he appears to bave 
entertaiped a decided objection to matrimony, ill bis old age 
at.least. He candidly allowedf however, that he was formerly 
of a different opinion; for he had more thcui once experienced 
a refusal I . This, indeed, he was not at $11 unwillijbg to aviow^ 
either in prose or rhyme*, in conversation or in an ode. 

It is not a little singular, too, that although he entertained 
an un&vourable opinion of the human race as a body, yet he 
would have been content to have lived on almost any condi-^ 
tions. He was accordingly accustomed to oba^rve, .^^that he 
had no objection to renew his lease ; nay, to extend it to ail 
eternity !" 

To his friends. Dr. Wolcot was kind and beneficent; to 
those he deemed his enemies,- splenetic, harsh, and uilfoi^ing. 
Although not at all delicate about exposing others to the lash 
of his satire, yet it is no less singular than true that be deemed 
himself exempt from animadversion, and almost from retaliation. 
He was grievously offended with the author of the " Boviad" 
and the ^^ Maeviad," on account of the outrageous liberties 
taken with him in these productions, and actually attempted 
to inflict personal chastisement on the gentleman in question, 
at a bookseller's shop in Piccadilly. Failing in this, he had 
recourse to other weapons of a still more deadly kind ; and, 
actuated by resentment^ accused his opponent of offences, which 
it would be ungenerous to conceal, appear to have had no found* 
ation but in poetic vengeance. 

* That I have often been in love, deep lov$, 
A hundred doleful ditties plainly prove. 

By marriage never have I been disjointed ; 
For matrimony deals prodigious blows: 
And yet, for (his same stormy state, God knows, 

Fve groau'd, and, thunk my stars, leen disappoijiUd. 

4 
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Petar, cm ))Q«i)^en #lfea4}^ (4>9e]?VQd9 waa in, no ^maUdqgnot 
attached to the female sex, and had been a great admirar off 
beauty while able, to contempl^e it In his old age, andiat a 
period top when b^ hadipa^sed his grand oUmaoterici and indeedr 
become H sq^uagenarianj he was oUiged to defend a Bait far 
crim* con,^ in which he was fortunate enough to defeat his ad« 
v^^ry. And herie it is but just to remark, that thid'aceusadoli 
is said to Jia^e originated in an attempt on his purse. 

Thfiit his satire') was by far too indiscriminate and too severe^' 
qanoot be deiM^* He has beim much blamed for his frequraity. 
i|»4dtk:a|t^ and vituperative atliK^ks on iHis Majesty, ft 
slH^ild be recoHieclted, however, on the other hand, that he 
biecaii^e mute, . on this subject, the moment the sovereign was 
visited l^ mental ..affliction. Nor ought it to be forgotten, 
that Mr. Bone, the famous painter in enamel, was brought up 
unde^ his fostering wing; tkit Opie was chiefly indebted for> 
fortune and . celebrity to his patronage ; and that it was not 
his fault if a third artist did not profit by his instructions ^d 
attachment. 

There is an excellent portrait of Dr. Wolcot, by Opie, in 
which both manner and likeness are admirably preserved. He 
is also depicted as one of the Qsisasnns, in the picture repre- 
senting the death of David Rizzio ; and, by a strange whim, 
was actually introduced in this horrible character, by the above 
artist, at his own particular request. 

By way of conclusion, we shall here present the reader with 
some account of the works of the subject of the present 
memoir. 

The labours of Peter Pindar form a new epoch in the history 
of English poetry : they possess many excellencies, and many 
d^ects. His satire has been objected to as temporary ; but this 
equally f^plies to the productions of Juvenal and of Churchill. 
Works of this kind must necessarily borrow the hue and com- 
plexion of the age in which they were composed ; and if the in- 
discriminate and unsparing nature of his lampoons, which are 
occasionally levelled against some of the best men and abhst 
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tttists 61 the present age, can be foi^ven, this fault witt re- 
qiiii« but little apdogy. 

: In 1812, all the poetical efiiisions of this extraordinary bard 
were- collected, and published in 5 volumes, Svo. ; to which was 
prefixed a short life, entitled <« Memoirs of the Author.'^ 
Vol. 1. contains twelve articles, viz. : — <* Epistle to the 
Reviewers;'* « Lyric Odes for 1783, 1785, and 1786;" "The 
Lousiad;" " Epistle to James Boswell, Esq.;" " Bozzy and 
iHozzi;" « Ode upon Ode;" « Apologetic Postscript; « In- 
fi^bructicMis to a celebrated Laureat;" and, " Brotha: Peter to 
Brother Tom." In his Odes to the Royal Academicians, 
Peter criticises some of Sir Joshua's performances with much 
freedom; but be still allows, that in compariscm to any other 
painter, he is like ^^ an eagle to a raven." To Mr. West^ he 
does not do common justice. The following lines have been 
cpndanned by some, as approaching to blasphemy; they 
must, at least, be allowed to be highly irreverent and im- 
proper:-— 

O West, what hath thy pencil done ? 

Why painted — — — 
Like an old-clothes-man about London street ! 

Place in his hand a rusty bag» 

To hold each sweet collected ragy 
We then shall see the character complete. 

Th' Apostles, too, I'm much afraid. 
Were not the fellows thou hast made ; 
For Heaven's sake, West, pray rub them out again : — 

Although they might not look Hke getUlefiien, it is but justice 
to observe, that the reputation of Mr. West has outlived this 
satire, and he is now deservedly esteemed at the head of his 
profession. 

As Peter had before censured the un-hair^like mane^ and 
VDOoden carcass, of << Tarleton's horse," so he now condemns 
the portraits of << Saint Leger and Prince," just then produced 
by Gainsborough ; while he satirically praises his Pig^ which 
he terms, " a wellafainted sow," at the expense of its female 
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attendant," and advises faiio to keep to landscape. He^ at the 
^me time, tells Chamberlin, that when men are formed out of 
« board,'' his pictures shall be '^ tolerable nature : ^-^ 

*^ And Loutherbourg, when Heaven wills 
To make brass skies and golden hills, 
With marble bullocks in glass pastures grazing ; 

Thy reputation too will rise. 

And people gapiag with surprise. 
Cry, < Monsieur Loutherbourg is most amazing !' 

But thou must wait for that event, 

Perhaps the change is never meant ; 
Till then with me thy pencil will not shine ; 

Till then, old red-nos'd Wilson's art 

Will hold its empire o'er my heart. 
By Britain left in poverty to pine. 

But, honest Wikoa^ never mind ; 

Immortal praises thou shalt find. 
And for a dinner have no cause to fear. — 

Thou starf St at my prophetic rhymes ; 

Don't be impatient for those times ; 
Wait till thou hast been dead a hundred year." 

The Lousiad, an Heroic-comic Poem, begins thus : 

^* The Louse I sing, who from some head unknown, 
Yet bom and educated near a throne, 
Dropp'd down, (so wilPd the dread decree of fa£e,) 
With legs wide sprawling on the Monarch's plate : 
Far from the raptures of a wife's embrace ; 
Par from the gambols of a tender race, 
Whose little feet he taught with care to tread 
Amidst the wide dominions of the head ; 
Led them to daily food with fond delight. 
And |aught the tiny wanderers where to bite ; 
To hSde, to run, advance, or turn their tails 
When hostile combs attack'd, or vengeful nails : 
Far from those pleasing scenes ordain'd to roam, 
Like wise Ulysses from his native home ; 
Yet, like that sage, though forc'd to roam and mourn, 
Like him, alas ! not fated to return ; 

VOU IV. X 
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Who, full of rage, and glory, saw liis boy • 
And wife f «gaio, and dog :t: that died for joy* 
Down dropp'd the luckless Louse with fear appaU'dy 
And wept his wife and children as he sprawl' d. 
Thus on a promo:) tory*8 misty brow. 
The poet's eye with sorrow saw a cow 
Take leave abrupt of bullocks, goats^ ftad slieeg. 
By tumbling headlong down the dizEy steep. 
No more to reign a queen among the cattle^ 
And urge her rival beaus, the bulls, to battle ; 
She fell, remembering ev'ry roaring lover, § 
With all her wild couranis in fields of clover. ** 

There can be no doubt as to the excellence of this com- 
position, although not a few have affected to charge the 
author with indelicacy, as to the subject, and others with some- 
thing approaching to disloyalty, in regard to the great per- 
sonage connected with the story, and so frequently introduced 
in the course of this little poem. 

The whole is said to have originated in tlie discovery 
of a very obnoxious insect on the royal plate among some 
green pease, the first that had been produced that season. 
This offensive object produced a solemn decree, which occa- 
sioned great murmurings; but as George III. was absolute in 
his kitchen, although not in his kingdom^ it was carried into 
effect with unrelenting severity. All the cooks, assistants, 
scullions, and attendants, of whatsoever rank in the royal 
kitchen, accordingly had their heads shared, one only ex~ 
cepted, who was obliged to retire, and were accustomed, while 
on duty, ever after to wear white night-caps ! 

It was supposed that Peter, in respect to the title of his 
work, had made use of the jpoetica Ucentia ; but it will be 
seen by the following passage under his own signature^ dated 
January 21, 1799, that he was literally correct: ** The story 
of the Louse is a fact — it was a Louse ; but whether a garden 
or a body louse was never ascertained. — I bad this from the 
cooks themselvess with whom I dined several limes at Buck- 

• Telcmachuf. f Peneloiie. J Argvi». 

i Moriens duk»es rcminiicicur Argot.-— «»Vxroil. 
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ingham House and Windsor, Immediately ^fter the ^Mt}e took 
place." 

" It was agitated in the Privy Council," observes he in an- 
other private letter, " to attack me for my writings, particu- 
larly the Lousiad. But on its being discovered that the poem 
had its foundation in truth, all idea of prosecution was ex- 
tinguished. * Are you sure of a verdict T said a lord high in 

the law (the Chancellor Thurlow) ; if not so, by we shall 

look like a parcel of fools !" 

The denouement in Canto V. is preceded by an eloquent 
speech from " the son of Nit," who boasts his high descenty 
and apologises for the royal cooks. 

* Lies ! lies ! lies ! lies !' replied the furious king, 

* 'Tis no such thing: no, no, *tis no such riling.* 
Then quick he aim'd, of red-hot anger full, 
His nails of Vengeance at the louse's skull. 

But Zephyr, anxious for his life, drew near. 
And sudden bore him to a distant sphere ; 
In triumph rais'd the animal on high, 
Where Berenice's locks adorn the sky. 
But now he wish'd him nobler fame to share. 
And crawl for ever on Belinda's hair. 
Yet to the Louse was greater glory given; 
To roll a planet on the splendid heaven, 
And draw of deep astronomers the ken, 
The Georgium Sidus of the sons of men. 

The fate of the poor cooks was very different from that of 
the illustarious stranger ; for it appfears that fifty -one belonging 
to that department werfe all shaved; and that a young man, 
aiamed John Bear, lost his place, in consequence of his refusal 
to submit to the operation. 

The publication of the celebrated Journal of a Tour to the 
Hebrides, about this period, afforded ample opportunity for 
the satire of Peter Pindar, whidi was vented in ^ a Pdetical 
Epistle" to a celebrated Biographer of that day. 

O Boswell, Bozzy, Bruce *, whate'ei^ thy n^naet 
Thou mighty shark for anecdote and fame ; 

* Vkle note, p. 16. of his ** Journal," 
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Thou Jackall, leading Lion Johnson forth 
To eat Macpherson, 'midst his native North ; 
To frighten grave Professors with his roar, 
And shake the Hebrides from shore to shore. 
All hail ! 



Triumphant, thou, through Time's vast gu]{^ shalt 8Mf» 

The pilot of our literary Whale ; 

Close to the classic Rambler shall thou cling, 

Close as a supple courtier to a king ; 

Fate shall not shake thee off with all its power ; 

Stuck like a bat to some old ivied tower. 

Nay, though thy Johnson ne'er had bless'd thy ej'es, 

Paoli's deeds had rais'd thee to the skies : 

Yes, his broad wing had rais'd thee (no bad hack), 

A Tom-tit twittering on an. Eagle's back." 

In his " Bozzy and Piozzy," written soon after the death of 
the great lexicographer, he again attacked this same gentle* 
man with still more severity, if possible, than before. 

The second volume contains " Peter's Pension,'* and his 
Ode to Mr. Paine ; the latter of which iseemed to entitle him 
to on,e, had it not been either preceded or followed soon after 
by an ** Epifetle to a falling Minister :" 

* 

Blind to an artful Boy's insidious wiles, 

Why rests the genius of the Queen of Isles ? 

While Liberty in irons sounds th* alarm, 

Why hangs suspense on virtue's coward arm ? 

While tyranny prepares her gaols and thongs, 

Why sleeps the sword of justice o'er our wrongp ? 

Oh ! meanly founding on a father's name, &c 

" Sir Joseph," too, is chai-acterised for his attachment to a 
minute branch of natural history. 

A President in butterflies profound 

Of whom all insect-mongers sing the praises, 

Went on a day to catch the game renown'd 
On violets, dunghills, violet-tops, and daisies, &c« 

For the epistle ^* to the Earl of Lonsdale," we believe, a 
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prosecution * was either commmced, or threatened. Some 
verses relative to this subject, with an address to " Loid 
Macartney and his Ship," and " Odes to Kien Long," form 
the two prominent articles of the third volume. The fourth 
opens with " Pindariana, or Peter's Portfolio," containing 
fable, translation, elegy, song, &c. Some transitory and float- 
ing subjects, such as " Lord Auckland's Triumph, the 
Middlesex Elections, Pitt and his Statue," occupy the greater 
part of the remainder. The " Tales of the Hoy," were ex- 
tremely popular, for a time : but like his <* Tears and Smiles," 
his Epistle to Count Rumford," ** Great Cry and Little 
Wool;" " The Horrors of Bribery;" all of which are in- 
cluded in the last volume, seem to have experienced a pre- 
cocious oblhdon ! 

Dr. Wolcot was actually unacquainted with the num- 
ber and extent of his own productions. Many unpublished 
poems are in possession of his friends, and whole bundles of 
manuscripts have been confided to the care of his executor ! 



SUPPLEMENT TO THE MEMOIR OF 

Dr. wolcot, oLiM PETER PINDAR, Esg. 

The following memoir may be considered as having less * 
pretensions to novelty than truth. On commencing author by 
professioln, no man, perhaps, ever acquired more sudden 
celebrity than Dr. Wolcot; nor, during a space of near forty 
y^ars, was popularity ever retained with less diminution. 
Although at an early period he manifested his aflection for 
the Muses, he did not ofler himself to public notice until his 
judgment was matured, and his mind stored with knowledge. 

* This suit, which was happily concluded hy means of a compromise, is aliudcd 
to by tlie Bard himself, in the Ode beginning with 

Fie, fie, n^y Lord ! attack a saint-like poet. 
Oh let not 'Askelon noT let Gath know it \ 

What ! by Law Bull-dogs bid the Lambkin groan ? 
O Lonsdale ! genuine Poetry is rare. 
Half of our verse adulterated ware, 
I speak of otlier veries, not my own. 

X 3 
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John Wdcot, the son of Alexander and Mary, was born on 
a small freehold of his father's, at Dodbrook, in Devonshire^ 
a town and parish so connected with Kingsbridge as to have 
the appearance of a suburb. The precise day of his birth is 
uncertain ; it is, however, known to have been but a short 
time previous to his baptism, which, as already mention^d^. 
took place at Dodbrook church, on the 9th May, 1738. His 
native place having been minutely described by an elegant 
poet and historian, Abraham Hawkins, Esq., in a History of 
Kingsbridge and its Environs, an extract may not here 
pifpve uninteresting. 

" In descending the Estuary (genera.lly denominated Kings- 
bridge River, although nothing superior to the degree of a 
mill-stream fells into any part), on the east shore a smart 
little mansion, with a white front, on a gentle, verdant, de- 
clivity, extending to the wafer's edge at the flow of the tide, 
opens to view. It is Pindar-lodge, fprmerly the property qf 
the distinguished bard, whose poetic na,me, in cpinpliment, it 
now bears, and where his respected ancestors for many gener- 
ations resided 

— — avi numeratur avorum. 

^* The celebrated lyric and satirical poet, generally known 
by th^ name of Peter Pindar, Esq. first drew his breath within 
the precincts of the^ premises. He received his education 
r^i^^X a gentleman of the name of Morris, a good classical 
scholar, beloved and respected through life by all his pupils 
and neighbours for so.upd learning, great worth, and un- 
assi^oing manners. Many of the early strokes of ];iumouir 
ftpd. swart repartees of the facetious author of the Lousiad 
are still recollected by a few of the companions of his school- 
hours, who yet survive in Kingsbridge and its vicinity/' 

The father of Wolcot was a medical practitioner of great 
respectability, as were several of his ancestors. The subject 
of this memoir was the fourth child, and only son who at- 
tained to manhood ; he had two sisters younger than himself 
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|he eldest of wbom married a Mr. Stephens, also a surgeon. 
He died many years since, and his widow settled with her 
sister at Fowey, where they continued to reside, and preserved 
a regular correspondence with their brother till the death oT 
Mrs. Stephens^ which happened about a year before the doc- 
tor's. The survivor, a maiden lady, has now to lament the 
double loss of two relatives, between whom and' herself the 
strongest aJSecUon subsisted. 

About the age of eleven, it was young Wolcot's misfortune 
to lose his father* Hi^ tuition was soon after transferred from 
Mr» Morris to the Reverend Mr. Fisher, master of a grammar 
school at Bodmin, under whom he completed his classical 
education. With what attention he pursued his scholastic 
studies is unknown. He was accustomed, however, to de> 
scribe himsdf as having been a dull scholar, and to consider 
that for the learping he possessed he was more indebted to the 
Uii^'emitted attention of his masters, whom he always men- 
tioned wi^h respect, than to his own inclination or assiduity. 
His propensity and superior abilities for composing verses 
were knowna and confessed by his school competitors. The 
senior boys were occtsionally required to translate their Latiu^ 
themes into English verse, a species of exercise in which Wol- 
cot was so generally allowed to excel, that some of his com- 
panions gladly availed themselves of his assistance : this he 
wilUngly gave on condition that he might retain the copy he 
most approved. The following is an anecdote he was accus- 
tomed to relate of himself: by the desire of two fellow stu- 
dents he wrote their themes as l^e considered tolerably well*^. 
but intentionally rather worse than his own, to which he de- 
sjigned to impart more loftiness and dignity. Confident of a 
&j«our9hle result, at the hour of examination he presented 
his verses, but not only endured the mortification of hearii^. 
his rivak commended fojf what he had written, but his owa 
were considered such pompous nonsense that,^ instead of gain* 
iqg the applause c^ticipated, he received a flagellation. 

Qn. living school, young Wolcot was removed to Foweyt 
^ boroi^ md aea-port on the coast of CprnweJl, where ht 
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had an uncle likewise of the medical profession, in good prac-* 
tice and high repute. This gentleman, desirous that his 
nephew should add to his other acquirements a knowledge of 
the French tongue, sent him to France, where he resided 
a year or more, and fully attained the object of his journey. 
He then returned to his uncle, whose pupil he became for the 
space of seven years. During this period he is said to have 
applied himself to his professional studies with commendable 
diligence, and to have imbibed every information in his power, 
deducible from books and practice. He also sought oppor- 
tunities to gratify his naturally fervent passion for the Belles 
Lettres and fine arts, and availed himself of every occasion to 
peruse any works in the least connected with those subjects. 
His love for the Muses, however, was regarded with extreme 
jealousy, not only by his uncle, but also by two paternal 
aunts, who, although women of strong understandings, and 
literary acquirements, considered that the study of medicine 
would contribute more to his advantage, and under this idea 
uniformly discouraged his favourite pursuits. At the expir- 
ation of his apprenticeship he came to London, for the pur- 
pose of passing through the usual hospital routine, and having, 
under the ablest professors, completed his medical studies, he 
retwned toFowey, and continued in successful practice until 
his departure for the West Indies. 

On the promotion of his friend, Sir William Trelawney, 
to the government of Jamaica, Wolcot expressed a desire to. 
accompany him as his physician, which was readily complied 
with ; but previously to receiving the appointment, he under- 
went a strict and even severe examination by the celebrated 
Dr. Huxham, of Plymouth, at whose recommendation he re- 
ceived, in September, 1767? the degree of M.D. from the 
University of Aberdeen. Thus qualified, he embarked with 
his excellency and his suite, and on his arrival at Jamaica was 
appointed physician-general to the island ; a nomination said 
to convey greater honour than profit. Soon after this, he 
transferred his views from physic to divinity. The incumbent 
of a valuable living being dangerously ill, Sir William con- 
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ceived that be could more efFectually promote his friend's in- 
terest in the church; he, therefor^ advised his return to 
England to obtain orders, and for that purpose sent him to 
the Bishop of London. The doctor accordingly waited 
on that prelate, and having obtained ordination, speedily 
returned to the West Indies. But on his arrival he found 
that the rector was not merely alive but in improved 
health, while in his patron he discerned symptoms of ap- 
proaching dissolution. Wolcot's disappointment, however, 
was somewhat alleviated by receiving the inferior living of 
Vere, in which he was allowed to place a curate; that he 
might continue his residence in the Government-house at 
Spanish-Town. By this arrangement the Governor both 
served his friend and secured to himself the society of a man 
who, to a very social disposition, united that wit, vivacity, 
and instruction, which ever rendered him the delight of his 
associates. Here he remained in the full enjoyment of every 
pleasure the island afforded until his ExceUency's demise, a 
catastrophe that at once annihilated all his prospects of pre- 
ferment in the West Indies. He had now but little induce- 
ment or desire to remain abroad, and being requested by 
Lady Trelawney, he accompanied her to England, where, 
soon after their arrival, she also died. The premature con- 
clusion of the doctor's foreign expectations makes it probable 
that, from his travels he derived little pecuniary benefit. But 
he certainly enjoyed the advantage of viewing nature in her 
more varied scenes, which, to an eye like his, vigilant and 
penetrating^ must have proved of inestimable value* And 
from this arose some of his most pleasing poems, enriched 
with conceptions to which his mind might otherwise have ever 
remained insensible. 

Dr. Wolcot immediately retired to Cornwall and, his uncle 
being dead, established himself as a physician at Truro. In 
professional success, whether we contemplate his abilities or 
emoluments, he excelled all his predecessors in that county. 
. At the same time he multiplied his friendships ; but from the 
quickness with which he discerned human weaknesses, and an 
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unconquerable proneness to pourtray them in colours of ridi- 
cule, he was involved in many disputes which prevailed his 
obtaining that general esteem ^id admiration which his talents^ 
if otherwise employed, would have infallibly secured* Of his 
provincial satires, but little is now known ; they were genially 
personal, but, on the whole, better calculated to excite laugh- 
ter than resentment. ^ 

During the Doctor's residence at Truro, a celebrated com- 
poser, Mr. W. Jackson of Exeter, set some of his most de- 
Ughtfut songs to music, with his accustomed taste and feeling. 
The combined excellencies of the music and poetry attracted 
observation, and were deservedly admired. About this period 
also, the poet met with that surprising artist, John Opie^ the 
son of a little carpenter, who, but for Wolcot's discernment 
and friendship would probably have never emerged from his 
native obscurity. 

** Full many a gem of pur^t ray serene 
The dark uufathom'd caves of oqean bear, 
Fqll many a flower is born to hlush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness in the desert air/* Gray. 

Dr. Wolcot, at length, removed to Helstone, about seven- 
teen miles towards the lands-end, where he resumed his pro- 
fessional career. After an occasional contribution to periodical 
works for near twenty years, he now determined on trying th^ 
strength of his talents by the publication of some poems, the 
success of which should entirely depend on their merit. He 
first revealed his intentions by producing, in 1 778, " A poeti- 
cal, supplicating, modest, and affecting Epistle to those Lite- 
rary Colossuses, the Reviewers," which the " Fathers of 
Wisdom" noticed with respect, forgiving his satirq for the 
sake of his wit. About the same period, he also pubjiisbed a 
poem entitled " The Noble Cricketers, a poetical and familiar 
Epistle addressed to two of the idlest I^ords ia His Majesty's 
three Kingdoms." This wa^ treated with less lenity by the 
critics, and, as it was never included in axiy of the editions of 
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his works, it may be presumed that he considered it would 
not add greatly to his fame. 

The young man, whom he had patronised, having realised 
his most sanguine .expectations, in 1780, or the spring of the 
following year, he quitted Cornwall and his practice, for the 
purpose of introducing the artist to the notice of the London 
connoisseurs. The poet anci painter having arrived at the 
grand emporium of genius, each soon obtained an eminent 
d^ree of distinction. Opie had previously acquire^ reput- 
ation as an itinerant pourtrait painter, and had therefore only 
to perfect himself in an art for which nature had given him a 
strong predilection. His talents and strength of mind, aided 
by indefatigable exertion, shortly placed him in that exalted 
rank to which his works so justly entitle him. Wolcot, alive 
to every thing ludicrous, determined on being a satiri&t, and 
for a pursuit so congenial with his inclination, discerned in 
the metropolis exhaustless resources. He therefore bid a fi^al 
adieu to both physic and divinity. 

His attention was at first naturally directed to tb^ fine arts^ 
and he conceived the novel design of writing poetical criticisms 
on the annual exhibition which was then rising into celebrity. 
Our bard accordingly commenced with a series of poem$ en- 
titled " Lyric Qdes to the Royal Academicians, for 17S% by 
Peter Pindar, Esq. a distant relation of the poet of Thebes, 
and Laureat to the Academy." The highly flattering recep- 
tion with which these compositions were honoured, encoiyraged 
him to pursue his design, and the next year he wrote som^ 
^^ More Lyric Odes," which considerably enhanced his repu- 
tation. During the succeeding exhibition hia muse was suf- 
fered to slumber, but in 1785 made ample reparation for hei^ 
^mnolency by producing no less than twenty-three ^odes, pne 
of which was addressed ta His^ M^esty with lihat uncou^tly 
freedom which characterises most of his subsequent writings. 
The foUowing year produced his *^ Farewell Odcs,^* in which 
he took aa affectionate leave pf the aca4eBaaic gentlemen. He 
now commenced a mock heroic poem, entitled the ^^ Lousiad :" 
inany c^ the dromaiis persona^ although caricatured^ wef 
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probably drawn from nature, as he actually visited the royal 
kitchen incog. Although a determined enemy to excess of 
ministerial influence, and ever fond of exposing the folUes of 
the great, Peter was a sincere admirer of^nonarchical govern- 
ment and the noble institutions of his country. A suspicion 
which prevailed, that he entertained democratical principles 
was supposed to have influenced him in his attack on the cele- 
brated Tom Paine. 

His popularity, and the fertility of his muse soon placed him 
in the road to fame and fortune. In 1 792, if not earlier, the pro- 
duce of his literary labours enabled him to effect a considerable 
purchase in the funds, notwithstanding Iiis constant intercourse 
with the gay and fashionable world, and the unlimited ex- 
penses of such society. The love of pleasure, which, in him, 
was ever predominant, now reigned with little restriction ; but 
irregular living, could not be long supported without its usual 
baneful efiects, and he was accordingly visited by a violent 
asthma, which threatened a speedy dissolution. The pro- 
bability of this, strange as it may appear, enlarged his income 
and contributed to the ease of his declining years. His fame 
and the partiality the public had shown for his works, made 
his booksellers desirous of securing the copyright. This the 
doctor was disposed to transfer, and would willingly have sold 
for four or five hundred pounds ; but under existing circum- 
stances^ the purchasers preferred granting him an annuity, and 
accordingly, offered 250L for life, stipulating that, in addition 
to the copyright, they should have the refusal of certain 
descriptions of his future compositions, a proposal to which 
the doctor ultimately acceded. This event, so important to 
his finances, occurred in 1793. In the course of the following 
year, he took chambers in the Middle Temple, and, shortly 
after, visited Devonshire to try if he could obtain relief from 
the salubrity of his native air, an experiment that was attended 
with the most happy effects. On returning, his renovated 
health surprised his publishers, who had reasonably antici- 
pated his journey '^ to that undiscovered country, from whose 
bourn no traveller returns.'' A suit at common law, followed by 
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a bill in Chancery, ensued ; in both of which Peter proved vic- 
torious. The transaction altogether affords a singular and strik- 
ing Example of the uncertainty of human calculations, for the 
whole of the original purchasers quitted this mortal scene befori^ 
the doctor on whose death they had so confidently speculated. 

Having now resolved to fix his abode in London, our poet 
disposed of his family freehold at Dodbrook. As this circum- 
stance is correctly related in a recent publication*', a short 
extract may be acceptable. " He, (Dr. W.,) always evinced 
an inherent love of his native spot, and at one period thought 
so seriously of building thereon, that he went so far as to have 
a plan, and estimate of the expense. By his own direction, 
the house was to consist of nine rooms, which drew from a 
iiriend the remark, that it was just one for each of the muses, 
and that the place ought to bear the name which has since been 
conferred upon it by the present owner. A few years, how- 
ever, so entirely changed his intentions, that not only he aban- 
doned the design of building, but, in 1 795, disposed of the 
fee-simple to the late Reverend Nathaniel Wells, the husband 
of the lady who now possesses it, who took down most of the 
old fabric, and laid the foundation of the present mansion, which 
was ultimatdy finished by her, after her husband^s death.'' 

To Dr. Wolcot's tal«its for the fine arts, allusion has been 
already made, but the specimens of his abilities were, hitherto, 
to ]>e found only in the cabinets of his private friends. In 
1797, he appeared as a cancfidate for public patronage, both 
as a poet and painter* Having had a series of his landscapes 
engraved in aqua-tinta by Aiken,' they were published with 
poetical allusions, under the appellation of " Picturesque 
Views." The principal productions of his pencil are executed 
in crayon, and, like most of his poems, have the strongest 
claims to originality. Though without pretensions to finishing, 
or the minutiae of the art, they must be regarded as vivid re- 
presentations of nature. He appears, indeed, to have only 
aimed at producing grandeur of effect, in which he happily 
succeeded by judicious and forcible contrasts. 

* Hiitory of Kingibrldgc. 
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We purposely pass over the unfortunate dispute with Mr. 
W. Gifford in 1800, and the trial for crim. con. in 1807, tvhich 
Imve been alluded to in another place. 

In the latter part of his life, the doctor's literary pursuits 
Were considerably impeded by the appearance of cataracts in 
both his eyes, which, though they did not wholly exclude 
lights prevented his reading, and so deprived him of one of 
his greatest pleasures. He had recourse io an amanuensift, 
in whose absence, however, he continued to write himsdf, till 
within a, short period of his death. His method was to tear a 
sheet of paper into quarters, on each of which he wrote a 
stanza of four or six linesj according to the nature of the 
poem, the paper he placed on a book held in the left hand^ 
and, in this manner, not only wrote legibly, but with great 
ease .and celerity. 

In 1810, the subject of this memoir experienced a serioud 
disaster, and narrowly escaped an untimely end, One of hid 
servant's clothes took fire while in the room with him, of which 
accident he was not aware till apprised by her screams ; she ran 
to the window, and was seen by a person passing in the street, 
who immediately alarmed the house. In the mean time, the 
doctor rendered such assistance as he was able, but before the 
fire could be subdued " poor Nell" was so much scorched as 
to occasion her death. His own hands were dreadfully burnt 
in attempting to extinguish the flames, and had his gown been 
of linen instead of woollen texture, he must have shared the 
unhappy fate of his attendant. At the time of this catastrophe 
he resided in Howland-Street, Tottenham-Court -Road; but 
soon after removed to Somers-Towii. 

As the infirmities of age grew upon him^ Dr. Wolcot be- 
came more and morel desirous to withdraw from the fashion- 
able and busy world. Notwithstanding his former fondnesi 
for society, he now rarely went out^ and had but little desire 
for company. The private reason he assigned for declining 
dinner invitations was " to avoid the danger dF loading hid 
stomach with more than nature required." Irt his retirement 
he observed that regularity and abstemiousness which every 
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man, who duly appreciates the value of lifi^ finds indk- 
pensible. He continued, however, to bQ vUited by persons of 
the highest rank and talents, and though glad to see or hear of 
his friends, he was most pleased with short visits, and seldom 
at home to idle intruders. 

Dr. Wolcof s habits, though regular, were rather peculiar ; 
for he seldom retired to rest before midnight, and rarely rose* 
until afternoon. He first amused himself with his violins, or, 
as well as his sight would permit, in examining his crayons 
and pictures. Of the latter he had a small but choice collec- 
tion, which included a few by Wilson, his favourite master in 
the landscape department. The greatest portion of his time, 
however, was devoted to his Muse ; and such was the industry 
and fertility of his imagination, that he has left manuscripts 
nearly equal, in quantity, to his published works. 

Thus, after moving for years in the gayest circles, Peter 
Pindar cont^itedly retired from pleasures he was no longer 
able to enjoy ; and by his intellectual resources afforded a 
striking example of the benefits attending a cultivated under- 
standing, when its possessor is overtaken by bodily infirmities. 
He constantly advised young people to furnish their minds 
with knowledge, and pointedly observed, that by so doing 
they created a bank from which they might draw in old age, 
and secure an enjoyment ^independent of the fickleness of 
friendship. His own security, however, was sometimes dis- 
composed by an irritable disposition and great distrust. The 
former he endeavoured to controul, as he conceived a disturbed 
mind the primary cause of most maladies, and was, therefore, 
desirous to preserve his own in a tranquil state : with regard 
to the latter, his intercourse with the world had been very 
considerable during a long and chequered existence ; he had 
associated with all classes, and when he coolly reflected on the 
sordid views by which human pursuits are usually guided, he 
conceived of mankind in general a most unfavourable opinion. 
It must be admitted that he fireqnently laboured under strong- 
pfegudices, and after his sentiments were once formed they 
were rarely known to change. He wrtf^ not, however, so for 
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opiniative a& to think meanly of anotber^s judgment^ because 
differing from his, but rather wished every one should re* 
tain his own persuasion, and readily acknowlec^ed his own 
Mibilicy. 

A desire to recover his lost sight, strengthened by the ad- 
vice of some friends, induced our bard, in 181>, to undergo 
the operation of couching. Sir William Adams was consulted, 
and from the favourable opinion he expressed of the pro- 
bability of success, he was allowed to operate on the right 
eye, in which vision was most obscured. But the experiment 
completely failed, and the eye became totally dark; the doctor 
was, therefore, deterred from undergoing a second operation. 
He now became more abstracted, and wholly discontinued to 
visit; but received a few friends at home, who were enter- 
tained with his former wit and vivacity ; an increasing dea& 
ness, however, rendered much conversation fatiguing. 

His interest in politics was unabated, and as he continued 
to write, he occasiofially gratified the public with a new poem. 
Excepting iugitive pieces, his last work was an << Epistle to 
the Emperor of China,'' occasioned by the uncourtly recep- 
tion Lord Amherst experienced in his late disastrous embassy. 
Various poetasters having endeavoured to impose on the pub- 
, lie by assuming hi» popular signature, it was deemed expedient 
to affix his real as well as poetical name. But this precaution 
was necessary only so far as to guard against purchasing the 
impostors' publications, as Peter's readers could soon discover 
his original style and humour in the ironical strain with which 
the author eulogises the modem mania for Chinese frivolity. 

During the excessive heat which occurred in August, IS} 8, 
the doctor took to his bed, which he never expected to leave; 
he felt, his strength decaying, and became resigned to the 
dispensations of Providence. Having determined on the dis- 
posal of his property, he dictated a short will, in which he 
directed his musical instruments, (excepting a piano forte) 
pictures, prints, crayon drawings, and two folio copies of 
Shakspeare, to be sold. He bequeathed a few pecuniary lega- 
cies to friends, and his furniture, piano forte^ and 1 10/. to one 
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ft^nrant^ and 50/. to the other. * Such was the nicety of his 
honour with regard to the just settlement of his debhi, th&t 
he desired a sum of five pounds, formerly borrowed, might 
be rq)aid, if, on enquiry, it should appear to be still 
owing. He also directed an old picture by Ruysdale, then 
in his possession, but not his property, to be returned to die 
owner; and left instructions for 50/. to be paid each of his 
executors. The residue he intended for his sister, whoiki, 
as the only surviving relative of near affinity, he considered 
the most equitable inheritor. During the months of October 
and November he considerably recovered, and at intervals 
his manuscripts were brought to his bed-side, and cursorily 
examined, wh^ he directed several, which he intended 
should never meet the public eye, to be destroyed. In De^ 
cember he grew much weaker, and, having become quite 
helpless, he with calmness and resignation patiently waited 
for that event he had so much reason to expect. Notwith- 
standing he had himself been a successful practitioner, he had 
little faith in medicine. The day preceding his death he 
took, as he considered, a final &^well of some friends, and 
the next morning, Thursday, the 14th January, 1819, ex- 
pired about ten o'clock, with such perfect ease, that his att^id^ 
ants knew not the exact moment . 

Thus closed the long and eccentric career of one of the 
most ori^al poets England has produced. Many of his 
poems evince a sound and cultivated understanding, profound 
knowledge of the world, combined with a consummate and 
keen penetration into the human heart. He possessed great 
command of language; a strong and luminous mind, enriched 
by study, and replete with images drawn from nature. His 
ideas were exuberant, original, and ingenious; and though 
more frequently ludicrous than sublime, his reflections and 
conclusions will generally be found true. 

• The two exccutois nominated by Dr. Wolcot were, John Taylor, Esq. and Mr. 
FraneiC'8, eolounnan in Long Acre. The former having declined acting ; on the latter, 
who, we believe, is residuary legatee, has of course devolved the sole and entire ma- 
nagement of the personal estate of the testator. Mr. Taylor attended him almost to 
hit laar nion«iits, and probably heard his last words. -^ Ed, 
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AMiough higiWk was often tainted with vulgarity, h^ rarely 
offended tlie ears of the fair sex, in whose society he was care- 
ful to observe die strict bounds of prc^riety. He always pro- 
fessed himself th^> wainn admirer, and by his affiibili^ and 
politeness gained an unusual share (^ their partiality and 
esteem. Notwithstanding his attachment tq their company, 
he was never married. He confessed himself to have been 
often c^ivated, and once thought so seriously of settUng, as 
tx> rodce proposals. His offers were fevpurably received, but 
his inamorata required time for Gon»deration, and by her 
4l6lay lost her lover, as he chfinged his mind, and omitted to 
renew his aj^lioation* In the latter part 61 his life he i^ke 
4»f this event with gneat satis&ction, and considered that he 
•had had a narrow, but fortunate esce^pe. 

Our po^ was not only master of the French, Latin, and 
Greek tongues, but likewise possessed some acquaintapoe i^tfa 
die Italian language. 

In addition to his acknowledged genius fer poetry and paint-* 
ing, his musical talents exceeded mediocrity. He was not mere- 
ly a respectable amateur performer, but composed mdodies to 
several of his s<mgs, which were fevourably received, and sub- 
seqnendy published widi accompaniments by an eminent pro- 
fessor. He possessed a general knowledge of the charac- 
teristicjqualities of the most distingmshed composers, and could 
speak with fluency and correctness on their pripcipal works. 

It is but justice to add, that he was not without a sense of 
religion ; for few men ever conceived a mote sublkne idea of 
die Divine B^ng, as observabll in die universe^ or surveyed 
his marvdious works with more reverential awe. The follow- 
ing was his principal, if not (mly, prayer, which he considered 
sufficiently compreh^sive, and repeated in a manner pecu- 
liarly emphadcal: << The Ix»:d gave, and the Lord taketh 
away, blessed be the name ctf die Lprd.'' 

The liberties he took with our venerable sovereign, are 
such as will soarcdy admit of extenuation. In a conversation 
with the writer hereof^ who questioned him respecting those 
freedoms, he replied, " I confess there exists this difference 
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betwe^ u% Ae king has been a good subject to me^ bnt I have 
been a lad subject to His Majesty." In respect to bis fiice and 
person, vfbSh young, Dr. Wolcot had the appearance of 
being old ; but when old, became somewhat handsdme^ To 
9pp^rance, be su&red little from age, toid, for a long time, 
the cataracts were not conspicuous; but after the experiment 
of couching his eye sunk, and the fine unifcmnity of his features 
fell a sacrifice to the c^ration. 

Although but a short period has elapsed since the death 
jof our bard, yet his countr}rmen are not unmindM of his 
merits. It is proposed that Devonshire shall honour her 
Wcjoot, as Lichfield did Johnson. Accordii^ly, the ad- 
mirers of our poet have already commenced a subscription to 
perp^:uate his memory by erecting a caiotaph in' th^ church 
of Dodbrook, the place that gave him birth. 

List of Dr. Wdcoes Works. 

I. A Supplicating Epistle to the Reviewers, .4to. 1778« 
?2. Tbe Noble Criclceterp, 4ta 

Lyric Odes to the Royal Academicians, for 1782. 4to. 

4. More Lyric Odeis to die Royal Academidans, for 1 783. 
4to. ' 

5. Lyric Odes for 1785. 4t0. 

6. Farew^ Qdcsfor 1786. 4to. 

7. The I^Qysi^d, an Heroi-comic Poem, in five Cantos. 4to. 

8. A Congratulatory Epistle to James Boswell, Esq. 4to. 

9. Bozzy and Piozzi, or tli^ British Biographers. 4to. 

10. O^ upon Ode, or a Peep at St. James's, &c. 4to. 

II. An Apol(^etic Postscript to Ode upon Ode. 4to. 
12* Instmctions to a celebrated Laureat, &;c. 4to. 

13. B^o&er Peter to Brother Tom, an Expostulatory 
Epistle. 4to. 

14. Peter's Pension, a Solenm Epistle to a Sublime Per- 
sonage. 4to. 

15. Peter's Prophecy, or the President and Poet, &c. 4to. 

16. Sir Joseph Banks and the Emperor of Morocco, •% 
Tale; 4to. 
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17. A Poetical Epistle to a Fallen Miaister, &C 4to. 

18. Subjects for Painters. 4to. 

19. Expostulatory Odes to a Great Duke and a Little 
Lord. 4to. 

SO. A benerol^it Epistle to Sylranus Urban, alias Master 
John Nichols, Censor-Geaoral of Literature, &c. 4to. 

21. A Rowland for an Oliver, or a Poetical Answer to 
the Benevolent Epistle of Mr. Peter Pindar, &c 4to. 

22. Advice to the future Laureat, an Ode. 4to. 

23. A Complimentary Epistle to James Bruce, Esq, the 
Abyssinian Travellelr. 4to. 

24. The Rights of Kings, or Loyal Odes to Disloyal Aca« 
demidans. 4to. 1791* 

25. Odes4o Mr. Paine, Author of « Rights of Man," &a 
4to. 

26. The Remonstrance See* 4to. 

27. A Commiserating Epistle to James Lowther, Earl of 
Lon$dale^ &c. 4to. 

28. More Mcmey ! or Odes of Instruction to Mr. Pitt. 4to. 
. 29. Odes of Importance. 4to. 

SO. The Tears of SU Margaret, &c. 4to. 

31. A Pair of Lyric Epistles to Lord Macartney, and his 
Ship. 4to. 

32. Odes to Kien Long, Emperor of China, &c. 4 to. 

33. A Serious, and possibly Impertment Epistle to the 
Pqpe. 4ta 

34. Pathetic Odes. 4to. 1794. 

35. Celebration; or the Academic Processi(Mi to St. Jmnes's. 

4to. 1794. 

36. Hair Powder; a Plaintive Epistle to Mr. Pitt, &c. 

37. Pindariana; or Peter's Portfolio. 4to. 1794. 

38. The Royal Tour, and Weymouth Amusements. 4to. 
1795. 

39. The Convention Bill, an Ode. 4to. 1795. 

40. Liber^s last Squeak, &c. 4to. 1795. 

41. The Royal Visit to Exeter. 4to. 1795. 

42. One thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, a Satire. 
4to. 1797. 
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A$. An Ode to' the Livery of London. 4to. 1797« 

44* Picturesque Views, with Poetical Allusions, fo. 1797* 

45. Out at last ! or the Fallen Minister. 4to. 

46. Nil Admirari, or a Smile at a Bishop, &;c. 4to. 

47. Lord Auckland's Triumph, or the Death (^ Crim. 
C<»i. 4to. 1800. 

48* Odes to Ins and Outs. 4to. 

49. Tales of the Hoy. 4to. 

50. Tears and Smiles. Svo. 

SJ. A Poetical Efnstle to Benjamin Count Rumford, &c. 
Mb. 1801. 
52. The Island of Innocence. 4to. 1 802. 
5^3. The Middlesex Mection. 4to. 1802. 

54. Pitt and his Statue^ &c. 4to. 

55. The Horrors of Bribery, 4to. 

56. Great Cry and Little Wool, &c 4ta 1804. 

57* An Instructive Epistle to John Perrio^ £isq. LorcP 
Mayor of London. 4to. 1804. 

58. Trtstia, or^e Sorrows of Peter. Svo. 1806. 

59. The Fall of Portugal, or the Royal Exiles^ a Tragedy.> 
Svo. 180& 

Written in conjunction 'with ajriend. 

60. One more Peep at the Royal Academy. 4to. 

€l; A Solemn^ Sentimental and Reprobating Epistle to 
Mrs. Clark. 4to. 1809. 

62. Carlton House F&te, &c 4to. 1811. 

6$. Anticipation, ot the Priae Address to be delivered at 
the Opening of Drury-Lane Theatre. 4to. 1812. 

64. A Most Sdemn aud Important Epistle to the En^ieror 
of Chma. 4to. 1817. 

Dr. Wolcot also superintended an edition of Pilkington's 
Dictionary of Painters, and compiled a selection of the 
*< Beauties of English Poetry.'* 
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No. XII. 
HENRY CONSTANTINE JENNINGS, Esq. 

THE CELEBRATED ANTIQUAl^Y AifV VlRTtJOSO. 

1 HIS singulair being seemed more properly to appertaSiil to Hb^ 
last than to the preset ag^ in erery tMng«— 'dddrketel', dMra, 
manners, and pnrsilitd. Hecameinto the woildatatUieWllen 
vertu was held in great estijmktion in England^ and y^rbSle the 
name of Sir Hans Sloane was still trdlted with a h^h degree of 
respect^ ai^ a ebllector of every rare and curious prodiiiMictti of 
naltuie. To this school he sppettiSaaed; hotwidifctmiding he 
superadded a taste for the fine sbtif and to i3ii pui^uits coIih' 
nected mth both dedic^Mied a long life and ample fortune. 
Close application and great sacrifioes enabled him to emittate 
the late Duchess Dowager of Portland in Engllind, and 
M. Lionette in Holland ; and, as he survived them both, his 
collection became enriched with their spoils, and dignified with 
their choice^ acquisitions. 

An acquaintance of above fi^urteen ^'e^rs' deration, originillly 
produced through the intervention of a very amiable ndi^eman, 
who had long known him, iii addition to freqiient and recipro- 
cal visits, enabled the writer of this article to cMteniplate at 
leisure, and almost in every possible attitude the singular nld 
man #hom H^ noW endeavours to pdurtray. lie has kn^wn Mm 
both in opulence and in poverty ; he has beUdd hilA, at lAde thiie 
rbBiig iii Hbh^ aiid at another visited hito hi a jlOl, wheiie he 
v^as subjects to the 16t of the merest bf mo^b, aft^ httviiig 
lived with the prhnati both of his own dnfl J[bl*ei^ natidbs* Of 
the life and adventures of this eccentric personage, he was 
accustomed to take notes in his presence, andVith his full 
approbation ; indeed, he always seemed highly flattered with 
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this circumstance, whidi he deemed a mark 6f pardculifr 
attention. 

Henry Constantine Jennings, the only son of ■■ 
J^ulings, esquire, of Shiplake, in the county of Oxford, waa 
born in 1731, O. S. He descended fix>m a very tocient and^ 
indeed, a very illustrious family, which claimed its origin frcnn 
William Moritaente, Earl of Salisbury, and reckoned Richard 
Nevilk, Earl of Warwick and SaHsbury, among its progenia 
tors. While speaking on this object, he was accustomed to 
be very high and lofty, and always treated the present 
Marquis of Hastings, and his uiicle, the Earl of Huntingdon >. 
as junior and cpmparatively obscure branches of his &mily ! 

Certain it is, that the Jenningses of Sandndg^ near St 
Albani, wh<im Coxe, iii his recent biographical * work, 
maiticms with hi^ respect, on account of their distin* 
guished linei^ were of the same race. The beautiful 
and high-minded Sarah Jenninjgs, afterwards the celebrated 
Duchess of Marlborough, whose talents and whose charms^ 
enabled her to govern a queen of England and the hero of 
Europe at the s&me time^ always termed the elder Mr* 
Jennings her cotisin. " My father,** observed the son, while 
spe^bg oh this subject, ^< w^ one of her members of par- 
liament ; she bequeathed him 20,000/. in (me of her many 
willd, some of \irhich wete printed; but he died before her, and 
it became a lapsed legacy. She was a clever jade^ and I," 
added he, in his usual blunt manner, ^^ only wonder that she 
did not leave the money to me !" f 

There can be no manner of doubt^^f these &cts, whidi hav^ 
been latdiy confirmed, indeed, from the moat respectable 
authority. In a recent communication with one of the 

• Memoirs of John Duke of Marlborough, with his original correspondence. 

t In his old age, the great Duke of Marlborough delighted to have plays performed 
jo htf presence, at Bletiheia. We find, that in ** All for JLovc, or the World 
Well Lost," the character of Ventidius was supported by " old Mr. Jennings,*' whom^ 
we take to have been the grandfather of the subject of this memoir. We also learn 
that <« Mrs. Jemungft*' was a sm%» there. -*- Sm Coze's Mcmolts of John Duke of 
Marlborough^ vol. iii. 
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Marlborough family^ this very sabject happened inddentaUy 
to be mentioned, and the alliance was not disowned. 

Henry Jennings^ at an early age, was sent to Westminster 
school for his education. Dr. NichoUs, at that time^ was head 
master; and of his class-fellows he was accustomed to state^ 
that they all turned out remarkable men : Mr. Hastkigs, Sir 
Elijah Impey, an Earl of Buckinghamshire^ and, if we mistake 
not, either^ Churchill or Lloyd, or both, were usually enu^ 
merated in this catalogue. A former Duke of Richmond was 
at school at the same time^ but he did not appertain to these* 
While at this celebrated seminary, the subject of ©ur memoir 
acquired a fine taste for the classics : this was acccmipanied, at 
the same time, with a very laudable proficiency ; and neidier 
of these qualifications ever forsook him, at any time, through 
the whole of a very long and protracted life. 

At the age of seventeen, Mr. Jennings obtained a commis* 
sion in the 1st regiment of foot-guards. At that period 
{] 748), the matt in St James's Park had a large iron ring at 
one end of it, for playing the game which gave rise to the 
appellation by which this fine walk is still designated. This 
diversion has long ceased to be practised in England, and was^ 
^ indeed, introduced from the Continent, where it is still in 
vogue, particularly in Germany. A kind of clvb-stick is em- 
ployed on this occasion ; and the grand contest is, who shall first 
drive the wooden ball through the iron circle^ an event which 
constitutes the victor. At the same period, according to the 
testimony of our informant, after the lapse of far more than 
half a century, St. James's Park exhibited a very difierent 
appearance from what it assumes at present. It was mostly 
under water, out of which arose sev^al duck islands; and 
;^ there was a house of entertainment, where company were 
accustomed to drink tea, and amuse themselves on holidays. 

Our young ensign did not long wear his fine rich r^imental 
coat, which, at that period, was nearly all covered with gold 
lace, like the present full dress^ and cost 40/. or bOk He 
resigned in consequence of some " innovations" on the part of 
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n prince of the Mood, whom he was>accustoined to characterise 
as follows : *^ The CuUoden Duke of Cumberland was a great 
prigy — a Martinet) — very disagreeable and troublesome to 
the young officers of that day, by his regulations, his alterations, 
and his frequent changes. However, after the affiiir at Closter- 
Seven, when he had, for the first time, tasted of adversity, he 
began to think for himself, and ever after continued a great 
man.'* 

Mr. Jennings was now sent abroad on his travels, and, not 
content with a partial view of foreign countries, resolved to 
make the grand tour of Europe. This occupied a long period ; 
for it ap{)ears, from a note, that after residing some time in 
France, he crossed the Alps, and spent eight whole years in 
Italy, three of which were passed at Rome. In company 
with Lord Mount-Hermor, only son of the Duke of Mon- 
tague^ he afterwards visited Sicily^ Of this young nobleman 
he was always accustomed to speak with the highest possible 
degree of love, respect, and admiration. His praises were 
uttered with a kind of rapture not easily to* be described ; and 
seldom could he mention his name, in after life, unaccom- 
panied with a tear, which stole down his furrowed cheek, and 
marked the sincerity as well as constancy of his friendship ! 
He alone, was allowed to rival and even to excel himself in 
respect to a knowledge of the fine arts. " Mount-Hermor V* 
he was accustomed to exclaim, <^ possessed a certain inde- 
scribable ^oc^ — he could discern the merits of a fine pic- 
ture at a single glance — he could discriminate an original 
statue at first view — I never yielded to any one but him— 
but, alas ! he is no more ; he was snatched from his &mily 
and from me, while a very young man — and I have never 
since been able to find a sincere frielid and confidential ad- 
viser !" This recognition did honour to the feelings of the 
survivor. 

While in Italy, Mr. Jennings formed, or rather, perhaps, 

> renewed his acquaintance with the late Duke of Marlborough, 

then Marquis of Blandford. The latter travelled in a grand 

style, and seemed to possess an unlimited power from his 
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fether to draw on England tor any sums he pleased^ At 
Gaioa, he expended 6000/. in velvet hangings^ which were 
sent hom^; and, if we are not greatly misinformed, the world 
18 indebted to his cousin for the the first hint of ^^ the Marl- 
tKiMrough gems." Mr. Jennings suggested the idea of the 
cabinet of antiques, the precious contents of which were after- 
wards engraved by Bartalozzi; and one of the few volumes 
ever printed, was presented as an acknowledgment to the subject 
of thp present memoir. According to his testimony, the found- 
ation of this rich collection was laid, with a total disr^ard to 
expense^ two fine specimens obtained at Rome, having cost 
1200/.^ and two at Venice^ 150/. each. 

It was about Ihe same period, doubtless, that Mr. Jennii^, 
with a less extensive fortune, but stiU greater zeal, was ino- 
^lated with the prevalent passion of that day ; a passion for 
foeriiL 

While at Rome^ our connoisseur cc»nmenced his first cdt- 
lecticm, and ever after obtained the coarse and vulgar name of 
<< Dog * JenningSf ' in consequence of a little anecdote which 
shall be here fitithftdly detailed in nearly his own words, firom 
a short npte: ^^ I happened one day to be strolling along the 
streets of Rome, and perceiving the shop of a statuary, in an 
obscure street,^ I entered it, and b^an to look around for any 
curious production of art. I at length perceived someUiing 
uncommon at least ; but being partly concealed behind a heap 
of rubbish, I could not contemplate it with any degree of ac- 
curacy. After all impedunents had been at length removed, 
the marble statue I had beai poking for was dragged into 
open day — it proved^ to be a huge but fine dog — and a fine 
4og it wa% and a lucky dog was I to discover and to purdiase 
. it. On turning, it round I perceived it was without a tail — this 
gfive me a hint. I also saw, that the limbs were finely pro- 
portioned; that the figure was noble; that the sculpture, in 
short, was worthy of the best age of Athens ; and that it must 



* As this appellation disgusted hiiu, I was accustomed to call him " Alcibiades 
Jennings j" a compliment that gratified him exceedingly. 
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be cMVfd wkh AldlnadeBi whose fkvottrite dog it certaunly 
wi&i,* 

<' I 4ftiiick a bargain ittttantly on tlie spol^ for 400 ic^dig 
and 89 the muzde alone was sdmewfaat damaged, I paid the 
BtSst a trtte Aiore tar r^airing it - It was cajPcfiiUy padced^ 
and being sent to Enghmd after me^ by the. time it wfi^dmA 
any faottse in Ozfinddiire^ it had just cost me 801. I wish all 
my other bitfgauis hid been like it; for it was lacceedingly ad- 
mired, as I well kn^ it must be by the ooniioisseurt, by mote 
than one of whom I was bid 1000/. for vay pordbasew In 
t^ndi, by a. person sent, I beUev^ from Menhein^ I was 
ofikred 140ML But I wodU not part with my d^; I had 
bought him folr nkysel^ imd J liked to eontemplittei bis fine 
p ti UK H tio fas^ and admire him at my Idsure^ &x he was doubly 
dear to me^ as being my own propdrty, and of my own se* 
leetioD.'' The linluoky >tafe of the history of this &Y^te 
dbg shall be mendoBid hcMafter. 

Mti Mnniags, on his arriTid in Enj^and^ repaired to Ins 
fiiie seat at Siiplakey which had descended to him l^ the 
death of his fiithcr, and residkl there for some time. It was 
seated in a ddightM part of the country, with the Thames 
meandering along the side of his garden* Part of this had been 
bid out by hfa predecessor as a vineyard; and he assured 
lae^ diai it proved so productive that he made from ten to 
' fifteen hogsheads of claret yearly from its fruit. It must be 
confessed, that it is scarcely posdble to conceive such a vintage 
in England; The late Mr. Bond Hopkins, indeed, afterwards 
tried ihe same experuhent in Surrey, under very fitvourable 
cltnitiimtanees, butilrithout siiccieBs; and. whoever has beMd 
AM viaeyimb esct^n^ng frbm within a few miles of Routo* in 

"^ TH« k^ a thW UAi By intlMtchi wUt^ hh UtlUl ilniplkUy : 
*' Aleiftipcfes had a dOg of an uneommOD size and beauty, wluch cost btm seventj 
minay and yet his tall, which was his principal omaiueni, he caused to be cut off. Some 
Of hU acqdiiniahcte Ibuhd gre^t fault with his acting so stran/^ly, &hd tdld Mto, ttiat ^1 
Athena rang with the foolish story of his treatment of the dog ; at which he laughed and 
aaid} « Thil is thfe verjf thing I wanted ; for 1 would have the Athcniaiia talk of this, 
tet they thotfld find something worse to say of me." 

lianghorncV Trans, vol. ii. p. 109* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3dS HKKRY C0NSTA19TIKB JEffNTSGSf CSQ. 

Normandy, to the plain of St. Denys, near Paris, must know' 
that they are miserably deficient bodi in point of quantity 
and quality. On candidly stating this otgecticm to Mr. Jen- 
nings, )ie endeavoured to solve one paradox by means of 
another; <* our grapes were ripened l^ the reflection of the 
sun firom the river !'* 

As he kept a good house, and was surrounded by several 
padcs o£ hounds, the gentlemen in die field rocte frequently 
up, when fiitigued, and demanded a draught of beer. But it 
was impossible for the butler to grant the supply fi»t enoi:q;fay 
and some accordingly went away without any refrediment.' 
To rescue his hospitality from such a dbgrace^ our antiquary 
ordered a large mahogany pail, encircled by brass hoqps, to 
be constructed immediately; and by means of this device was 
enaUed to supply the whole hunt at onoe. * 

He complained one day bitt^ly, that His Majesty with the 
royal hounds, having come to ^iplak^ enquired for the 
owner by the name of ** Dog Jennings,'' and thus christened 
him for life; but the latter part of the story is not likdy to be 
correct, as the favourite of Aldbiades, had been then for 
nAany years in his possession. 

The present is, perhaps, the proper place to mention a new 
qpecies of eccentricily, that had nearly brought ruin on the 
subject of the present memoir. This was the tur^ -— abd 
yet of all the men in England, he must be allowed : to have 
been the least qualified for such a pursuit* Plain, open, can- 
did, ingenuous, as he is repriesented to have been at that 
period, he wfts but little fitted for the wiles and tricks of EjMm 
and Newmarket. The event fully juistifies the supposition, 
that he must have been the dupe of his own jockeys, imd the 
prey of most, if not all, his adversaries. 

Mr. Jennings commenced his operations with considerable . 
ecldi, and selected the late Duke of Queensbury and the Earl 
of Abingdon as his opponents. With the former of diese, he 

* The pail at this moment, stand* under the sideboard of the writer of the present 
articled It was preaented him by Mr. Jennings^ in return for a series of French medds 
in bronze. ^ '^ 

/' 
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i^teiied into engagements to a considerable amount on the 
nndropped foals of certain mares, to be respectively named 
by them, the match to be ^^ play or pay.'' One prominent 
feature of his life, was ^e purchase of the fiunous Chillaby^ 
about the time of which we now treat. This horse came 
originally from Bombay, and was bought out of an Eastlndia^ 
man, for 300 guineas from the captain, who asserted that he 
had be^i cmce sold, in his native country, for 4000/., a cir- 
cumstance to which his purchaser gave ample credit. This 
gentleman owned, in 1805, that he had spent a considerable 
portion of one of his estates, (about 10,000/.) on this specu- 
lation ; '^ but he had since discovered, that Chillaby was not 
of the right Bagdat breed ; in short, my dear sir," added he^ 
^.^he was not a true Capadocian s for you must know, that Ca- 
padocia possessed the fleetest Jiorses, in the time of the Ro* 
mans." Yet this was a noble*looking animal, although uncom- 
monly fierce. He was, therefore, always obliged to be muzzled 
when he went out, and, in addition to this precaution, he was 
constantly attended by a couple of grooms, each holdings a 
Tope fastened to his head, to prevent accident. One of these 
having dropped the fastening, in his fright, the stallion im- 
mediately ran at the other, and felled him to the ground with 
his two fore feet, notwithstanding which the Yorkshireman, 
'{jm he vras of the true northern breed) took him back to the 
stable without help, calmly observing, that he could not treat 
him much worse.* 

Mr. Jennings now took a house in Essex, with eighty ad< 
fining acres of land, for Chillaby and his breeding mares. 
But, alas ! he was beaten at every race^ and ^^ bubbled" in 
icvery betL Deserted by his confederates, overcome by his 
antagonists, and cheated by his servants, he was at length 
obliged to offer for sale, his fine Dorsetshire estate, containing 
about three or four thousand acres. This threw him into the 
hands of the land-jobbers, and between these and the jobbers 

*■ ChUUby was afteiivards porchtsed for a trifle, and so completely tamed by Hd^hes, 
.that he aeuially exhibiteH' him at the Circus iu St. George's Fields, with a little boy 
on his back. 
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on ikfi iUnr^ Us fiirtme was Assipated, fak 1^ hmrftssed, and 
mm9(dr reodef 0d conqoletdy auseralde. And yet bie preserred 
po rmooiir in bis mind, and jifver appeared in the least Yin*- 
4icljtre in hii reaentments^ On the contrary, I bare beard 
hiii^ jtocribe tbe character of a nobleman, who got many thon- 
satld poiindfiof bis moo^, mth a d^ree ol liberality truly 
$ttrpri»i)g. <^ Queei^sbury,'' observed he, one day, ^was 
always lu^ourable in bis betts, and a far better jotkey than 
my (^ OS. He never hedged^ but wait tbroogfa with every 

* The Duke of Qaeeiisbafy, at lepgtby iomofk the tmff nottiithitviding bit gnM 
tucce^. "pie followiDg accouut of this slQgaUr noblemfn, tovwnls tbe conchisioD of his 
dhyf, hat been derived from an authentic source. ^' His Grace, during the latter part of 
his Uf^, en eating his hveak&sty was placed on a settee^ exactly fiicing hit easternmost 
psrlour window, in Piccadill^^hich wat guarded firom the tun by a viranda without, and 
a blind, occasionally let down, within. Behind him stood a ngmencUUor, during the 
jvjiob imsaoon, to auiounce the names of such of his friends as might pass by, to whom 
\ie frequently sent out messages, invitations, &c. many of them, when in h^ste^ ae* 
eordingly avoided to walk that way^i; Young Retford was at the same time constantly on 
honeback, ptiading up and down, to convey letters. He had a report from Bow Street 
^ly i and the late Aaron Graham» ^sq. called on him every, Sundays, mth a summary. 

" At eight, he was carried to dinner, whence he returned in an hour to his former 
•tation, where^. in betier days, he had espied the ladies, as they walked alone : 

* Non immemor veteris vestigia flammee.' 

*^ The duke's mind was obli^d, from vacuity perhaps, to recur to this meclianical 
impulse, ^r he pnce sftid f that he never read but two publications, and the one was an 
almanack, and the other a newspaper.' His physician {Ptre El4se) enfl^vqiircd to keep 
him alive by means of warm baths, into which he was put daring many hours, three 
tunes m. the week. 

" His charities were very considerable, and he himself not only gave tomethiDg to 
every applicant, but was accustomed to say, that it was the fault of Duboi9 his valet, 
or tome of hit tewantt, if any one went away without tasting his bounty. 

** To an old man and old wpman in the vicinity of Piccadilly, he gave seven shillings 
a week each, with the benefit of survivorship, and the dowager, \v^ tells greens, is 
now actually alive, and eijoys her fourteen thillingt a week. 

** Hit head or loify coadupan, who had been with him from a boy, js tnpposed to 
have been literally forgotten in the will ; for he left hit hoites and carriages to Retfortl 
the head groom, together with an annuity of lool. per annum, and also obtained a 
prpmise ficom the Prince of Wales, which has been since cfnnplied with, that he and 
his three sons should be taken into his ^yal Highness't service. The horsfss ^tae 
sold, but the carrisges proved so little in the present taste, that but a . scanty sum was 
obtained for them. The plate, on the odier hand, was magnificent, and replete with 
taste and decorations : this was piled up, after his decease, in pyramids. The duke had 
become very deaf, towards his latter end^ 9Qd constantly .made use of an ear trimipet. 

<< The Prince of Wales and Lord YiariiiQuth> Went into his chamber toon after his 
demise, and came out with wet eyes." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HENRY CONSTAKTINE JBNNINGSi SSQt SSS 

Mr. Jemiings now retired into the country, and lived with 
8 degree of obscurity and economy, corresponding willi his 
ruined conditkm. All his former habits were suddenly changed. 
He withdrew himself frora the ^hess dub in St. James'd 
Street, where PhiilidcH* presided, and the company frequenting 
it, in whose society he had formerly taken so much delight; 
He also struck his name out of the jockey club at Newmarket, 
ndtwithstanding which he had a kind of hankering after the 
turf, almost to the very day of his death. At the age of se- 
v«ity-six, he observed it was ** a very very knowing thing ;** 
and when the ^^ rich Mr. Jennings," as he called him, was in 
search of an heir, and demanded ^< if he could have his estates 
back again, would he ever frequent the turf?* he drily replied, 
** it was impossible to tell.** ^ 

Soon after this, we find the subjectoftflffs memoir a prisoner 
in theJKing*s Bench. He was there in 1777-8, at the same 
time with Mr. Home Toofce. This led to an acquaintance 
between these singular men ; and so dear was his memory, in 
1804, after the lapse of near thirty years, that he sent a mes- 
sage by a common friend to Wimbledon, reminding his old 
acquaintance that he had lent him a book (a volume of the 
History of England), when they were bofh prisoners together, 
and the whole had in consequence remained kicomplete to that 
very day. Mr. Tooke acknowledged the charge to be true. 

A sudden change of fortune appears to have taken place ; 
for soon after, we find Mr. Jennings, not only liberated from 
thraldom, but once more settled in Essex, collecting objects of 
verti, with all that enthusiasm usually displayed by a person of 
his ardent temperament. Books, manuscripts, shells, pictures, 
prints, busts, together with many thousand rare specimens of 
' natural history, were purchased by him, and arranged in due 
order on his shelves. He had now seemingly attained once 
more to the very acm^ of prosperity, when an event unexpect- 
edly occurred that levelled him again in the dust. 

The late Mr. Chase Price, a man celebrated for his wit and 
conviviality, through the interest of his friends had obtained 
t!he lucrative office of Receiver-General of South Wales. As 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



896 HENRY CONSTANTINE JEMNINGS^ £SQ* 

he had large balances in his hand, and Government waiS at 
that period culpably negligent as to the arrears of the servants 
of th^ Crown, Mr. Price^ with his usual goodnature^ l^it con*- 
siderable sums of the public money to those whom he esteemed. 
Among others, 1600/. were advanced to Mr. Jennings, and a 
much larger sum to the Duke of Portland. On the sudden 
death of this gentleman, an enquiry was made into his affitirs ; 
and on its being discovered that our naturalist was one of his 
debtors, an ejrtent of the Crcnxm in aid was immediately issued 
against his property; and while the nobleman in question 
escaped a measure so obnoxious, it was carried into effect 
against him, and that too with such a degree of rigour, that a 
late act of parliament has been passed for the express purpose 
of preventing a repetition of similar grievances. 

At this unfoitunate period, he was confined to his bed by a 
severe attack of the gout, and totally unable to move. The 
late Mr. Christie of Pall-mall, however, was sent for, and he 
valued the property at 25,000/. Under the hammer of 
another auctioned, however, coupled with a variety of unfor^ 
tunate circumstances, the whole only produced a very trifling 
portion of that sum. 

On this occasion, he was obliged to part with all that was 
most dear to him in life. The dog of Alcibiades, which has 
been since mentioned with applause by Horace Walpole, was 
sold to Mr. Duncombe, then knight of the shire for the county 
of York, and is still to be ^een at his seat there. His fine bust 
of Alexander, valued at 300 guineas, was disposed of to Lord 
Stormont for fifty. Most of his select books were purchased 
for the royal library. Soon after this, we actually find him on 
inmate of Chelmsford jail ! 

In 1 792, the following account of this singular man, written 
by Mr. Pigott, a gentleman who, like himself, had fatlen a 
martyr to the turf, was published : -^ 

" Chillaby Jennings, the Unfortunate gentleman who is the 
subject of this article, was a member of the real Jodcey Club, to 
whose insatiate avarice and barbarity he fell a sacrifice. With 
genius and talents far superior to what the generality of men 
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opi^d Imf^ with » $fimti^ Uberalky and boncmr which they 
never lek, he was utterly unacquainted with the secret .ma- 
noeuvres and complicated mysteries of the tiu£ He had passed 
the morning and m^idian of his life in &r different pursuits, 
and was distinguished for an excellent taste in the elegant arts, 
and universally esteemed the best of men I 

^^ Un£[)rtunatdy, an eccentric turn of mind led him to wan- 
der from the original path ; and the blindest partiality for a 
&vourite horse, that he bad casually seen and purchased in 
Moorfields, seduced him to enter the fatal lists of Newmarket. 
Ifir* Jennings was unacquainted with the merit of pedigree; 
nor did he conceive but a race from Chillaby^ the name of this 
animals from whom he himself derives his subriquei, might be 
equal, or superior^ to that of any other in the kingdom. 

** ^nder this prejudice, he commenced jockey, bought a 
number of mares, and aigag^d the produce of them and 
GhiUaby for capital sums. Such a golden shower seemed as 
if pramderUialiy sent to revive the declining prosperity of New- 
m$M^ket ; it being in the time of the American war, when money 
was uncommonly scarce^ and the turf altogether abandoned, 
except by its old hackneyed stagers. Amongst these, there 
w«re men of the highest order of nobility, decorated with stars 
and ribbands, — a vile delusive ornament, to conceal the native 
in&myofth^ir hearts. - 

" Mr. Jennings was at once elected a member of their 
society. Unconscious of villany, and &scinated by these gaudy 
appearances, calculated only for delusion and imposition, his 
lOisusjucious temper was confirmed, and he embarked in the 
pursuit with all the eagerness and security of perfect confidence 
peculiar to his open ingenuous nature. 

<< It mi^t.have be^i presumed, that men, enriched by for- 
tune, ennobled by rank, vain of their birth, and happy in 
all the advantages of life, would have laboured to suppress this 
blind and fatal enthusiasm ; but, on the contrary, every pos- 
sible artifice was practised to encpurage it ; and, amongst the 
rest, ncMie discovered so much zeal and activity iu tlie cause,^ 
as the notorious old Q— . 

VOL. IV. z. 
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^ liie result of this tmhappy in&t«nddii was fida to tlM^ 
traly amiable and worthy man; nor did they who had en- 
couraged and profited by his folly, among whom his very 
considerable profits had been divided, and who had brought 
hhn to the last stage of distress, ever once attempt to alleviate 
it, or express a symptom of concern for his misfortunes. They 
sufiered him to remain in the King's Bench, and in Chelmsford 
jail, for years, in all the extremity of human misery, a pRiaoNER 
iff wai^t; and not long since^ the author of these sheets m^ 
him, to all appearance an object that would have extorted 
dharity from the most flinty heart, — the victim of disease, 
old age, and penury." 

From this time, but few partictdars of his life are knoira 
to me, until he settled at Chelsea, where I first became known 
to him. This was about the year 1 808, at which period he must 
have been near 72 years of age. On presenting myself at his 
door, a man-servant, with bat one eye^ and apparently maimed 
in other parts of his body, announced the name of his visitor. I 
1^ first thought my conductor might be ai| out-pensioner of the 
neighbouring hospital; but I soon learned that he was a 
victim, not to war, but to science, having been nearly destroyed 
in the service of his master. On announcing a message from 
a common friend, I was received with open arms ; and, from 
that moment, all his treasures were subject to my frequent 
inspection. 

As he was sometimes shy of strangers, many f^pUed to me 
for ah introduction ; and, among others, I had the pleasure to 
carry to Lindsay-Row some gentlemen belonging to the BriUdi 
Museum. Tliey were chiefly desirous to see and examine the 
fine collection of shells ; and on our retiring, we took a mm 4m 
Battersea-Bridge, where^ on my demanding their value, they 
agreed, ^ that in time of peaoe^ and under favourable circum- 
stances, they might sell for 9000 pounds or guineas." 

It was not difficult to discover that Mr. J^mings was a good 
Latin scholar, and in his collection he possessed fine copias 
of aH the classics ; some of these, indeed, were magnificent, 
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both as to printing and binding. He himself was g^n^ralljr 
accustomed to read those in usumDelphini. 

Horace appeared to be his &yourite author; and the works* 
of this celebrated poet, richly bound, in green Morocco, were 
constantly placed at a table on his right hand. The facility with 
which he referred to any particular passage always appeared 
surprising ; for^ to my great astonishment, he could recur to 
same of the most noted even in the dark. Thb fact was 
verified more than once in my own presence^ for, on the ap- 
pearance of light, I constantly found his fingers between two 
gilt leaves, one of which contained the quotation* 

Although his house commanded a fine view of the river, he 
qever once deigned to look at the charming prospect. Indeed 
it would have been difficult, if pot impossible, had he been 
inclined to regale his eye with such a noble object, for his win- 
dows were so dirty as to bid defiance to all distinct vision; 
and indeed they seemed to realise the poetic idea of '^ darkness 
visible." This mansion, which had been formerly the resi- 
dence of the Earl of Buckinghamshire, his school-fellow at 
Westminster, was occupied in the following manner: — In the 
front parlour was an immense Arctic bear, of a white colour, 
and, if I recollect aright, a winged animal, greatly decayed, 
which might once have been an eagle. The garden, either 
before or behind, bore no marks of the spade, th^ rake^ op 
the pruning-knife ; the very walls appeared in a state of com- 
plete ruin ; the shrubs were allowed to grow wildly luj^uri- 
ant ; while the labours of man never seemed to have been 
applied to the deserted mould, which was covered with a yel- 
lowish mbss, and exhibited every mark of desolation. 

In the rear were the offices of all kinds, and from the 
kitchen sallied forth, at the approach of a stranger, his house- 
keeper, a married woman of about thirty years of age, ac- 
companied by a number of ragged children, of whom, as if 
anxious for the character dT her who at last became bis 
only servant, he was accustomed to declare on honour, ^ that 
he was not the father/' 

a « 
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On the left-hand side of the drawing-room door was to be 
seen himself — a very old and decrepid man, generally clothed 
in abfotm suit of coarse cloth, with immense large silver buttons 
awkwardly fastened to the breast of his coat. He constantly 
wore a small hat, both at home and abroad, and possessed 
both a white and a black beaver, the former of which was al- 
ways selected for great occasions. Sitting in an immense arm- 
chair, Hned with carpet ; his body was mechanically placed in 
a reclining position, approaching nearly to the horizontal. 
This was effected by invariably reposing his legs and feet 
on a Roman Tridinitm * ,- which he valned greatly. Accord- 
ing to him " the ancients ought to have known something of 
hedth and comfort after a civilisation of so many centuries !' 
while, as to us, so lately barbarians, we had not been above 
a thousand years out of the woods." 

This venerable figure, with a sharp and croaking voice, 
SBiluted the visitor, whom he recognised by means of a mirror, 
and to whom he scarcely deigned to turn his head. He appear- 
ed to sit enthroned in all the majesty olVertu amidst his books, 
his pictures, and his shells ; and never willingly arose, but to 

♦ The Trkiinium, a kind of bed, on "which three f*enons coold repose, or rather 
rectine, at once, is mentioned by several of the Roman poets, and was constantly 
used at meals. That appertaining to Mr. Jennings was made out of the wood of Eng- 
liiti cherry-tree; and the modern 'was an -evident improvement on the ancient^ 
model. 

Those of the opulent Romans were at length decorated with, and perhaps entirely 
composed of the precidus metals. Pliny observes as follows on this subject: *' Ante 
SuUae Tictoriara, duo tantum TrifUma Ronue fuenmt Argetitea.** 

On presenting one to the author of this artiele, the generous donor exclaimeda 
" Use it constantly ! it was daily and uniformly recurred to by the lords of the world ; 
and Cato, after the battle of Pharsalia, condemned himself, by way of penance, to ab^ 
fttain from this article of luxury." 

I find that Mr. Jeuninga^was strictly correct in respect to the last assenien ; foe 
on recurring to Plutarch, whence he appears to have derived his information, I team 
that this illustriout ipan, during the civil war, "never cut his hair, nor shaved 
his beard, nor wore a garland, as in anguish for his country." This also is expressly^ 
stated in the text ; that on the evening before his death, (I now quote from Dr. 
LangfafOrneV translation, vol. v. pv 114.)^ " after bathing, he went to supper witb a 
'large obmpany, at which he sat, as he had always done since the battle of Pharsalia^ 
for he never now lay down, except to sleep." 

These quoutions are given solely with the view of' provirrg, that thfc qUlMdoM 
Wettminiter scholarwn always correct in hli clusical allusions. 

Digitized b,y VjOOQ iC 



HENRT CONSTANTIN£ JENNINGS, SSQ. 54t* 

gctdify himself and his guest, by exhibiting some .or all of 
these. Among his portraits he had a Marj Queen of Scots; 
and he boasted that no profane pencil had ever been suffered 
to retouch it since finished. A painter, however, shewed me 
where it had been evidently mended;, and on this, as on many 
other occasions, Mr. Jennings was most assuredly the dupe 
of the dealers. The picture of the children of Charles L 
(Charles II. and James IL &c), with a fine large mastiff in 
firont, was much praised and valued by him, asuniqjue: the 
original, however, is at Windsor Castle. A landscape, with a 
rainbow, and some good figures in the foreground, was estimated 

•by its owner sometimes at 2000Z., sometimes at SOOO/., accord- 
ing to the state of his purse, on account of the shepherds, 
which were said to have been painted by Rubens. It was 
knocked down, at the sale, as well s& I can recollect, for 40/. 
There was a picture by a young but celebrated Italian artist of 
a Venus awaiting the arrival of Mars, surrounded by Cupids 
blowing conchs and playing on warlike instruments. This he 
once promised to a\ gentleman, who had undertaken to oon>* 
sume his body to ashes, by means of fire, and deposit the 
recnains in a sepulchral urn. 

The shells, which must be allowed to have exhibited a 
most superb assemblage, were chiefly arranged in mahogany 
cabinets, with a sliding glass top to every separate box. To 
procure some of these he had made immense sacrifices, both 
in respect to the mode of obtaining, the money and the sum 

' actually paid. They were placed in due series, so as to e:^- 
hibit every possible size, from early youth to extreme old age^ 
on the part of the animals inhabiting them. In one, which 
he highly prized, the volute happened to be inverted. To the 
formation of others some obstruction had been given, and a 

, new process, and sometimes new colours were recurred ta 
On asking him one day what had been the maximum price 

. he placed three in my hand, for which he had given 90/. to 
the daughters of a. late celebrated physician; and one alope^ 
his many-ridged harp, cost him 120/. 

z S 
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Among his other treasures, our virtuoso possessed two specir 
mens of the Gamberonicaj an indifferent one of which was dis- 
posed of for 45/. at the Duchess of Portland's sale. 

Mr. Jennings valued himself gfeatly on his Venus's slipper, 
for which he had paid 60/., and I deemed it exquisite until I 
beheld one in the botanic garden at Paris. It had been ob- 
tained during the expedition in search of D'Entrecasteaux, and 
ii^as presented to Josephine. It is unique of its kind. 

After adniiring these, you were ushered by the happy 
owner hito an anti-room, but not until he had carefiiUy locked 
his cabinets and his door. In the second apartment was a very 
fine whole-length portrait of his daughter Miss Jennings, now 
Mrs. Locke ; and he was accustomed to^ observe, in his usual 
manner, that " Bett looked well, handsome, and natural, for he 
had placed her on a table, and conversed with her all the time, 
that the artist might be enabled to take a good likeness !** On 
the ground was an open Qfaest, full of ladies' shoes; in this, 
according to his account, hafl been successively deposited, one 
belonging to every female with whom he had become acquainted 
during the course of his whole life. Annexed were scattered 
* marble slabs, pieces of tesselated pavement, ancient busts, pre- 
served birds, and a variety of inferior objects of vertu* 

You were finally admitted into the sanctum sanctonm^ 
through a passage, to the right of which were carelessly piled 
up a valuable collection of English, French, and Latin books. 
Their app*earance and value wonderfully contrasted with the 
slovenly manner in which they were thrown together. Of 
most the leaves were gilded ; others exhibited the finest spe- 
cimens of binding, both British and German ; while many, in 
milk-^hite vellum covers, would have dignified the principal 
shelves of the amateurs. 

The apartment to which this led was no other than his own 
chamber, the bed in which exhibited the Xnost dreary and 
comfortless appearance; in short, it would have chilled the 
blood of any but a regular antiquary, who slept her^ sur- 
rounded by the rarest, choicest, and itaost precious objects of 
his ambition. 
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f' !Eiiql<^ ia « cluQ^y/wpod^A fs^ wfis a flqe pictvuTQ ](;^ a 
schooly by Gerard Dow ; the master was employed iu mending 
a pen ; above his head» appeared a Unnet flittering in a cag^; 
around him wer^ his pupil^ ow of wboni, a youqg nobleman, 
dressed in a Fleimsb cloak, made a distinguish^ figure a^ the 
game aiJHbi Cobles* As the owner always made a regular 
.estimate of his treasures, and generally declared it abud, this 
was valued at 400 guineas, and here I thought the pric^ qpt 
overcharged. 

Our connoisseur next generally displayed some fine speci- 
mens of the Amalddte from Russia, which might have oQce 
-been deemed unique of their kind, when they first came into bis 
possession ; but whoever may have seen the tables at Trianon, 
, presented by the Emperor Alexander to Buonaparte^ would 
perhaps hold them but in little esteem* In the collection of 
an English private gentleman^ however, these green lamina^ 
perliiq)s, were still entitled to be considered, if not exquisite^ 
at least respectable. 

An immense Berylj which, as he frankly owned to me^ in^ 
bis own enq)hatic language^ ^^ he had often pawned for SOQ//' 
was an object c^ considerable curiosity. Perhaps within a foot 
^f this rare gem was deposited, what he was pleased to term his 
antediluvian pig. This was a concave s^rment of a stone of 
oonsiderable magnitude and ponderosity, formerly ^ipertaining 
to the collection of Sir Ashton Lever. It appeared viireous, 
and represented, as through a glass, the bowels, .fat, and even 
the bristles of a porker, in the most natural order possible ; and 
with a verisimilitade;, that could not fisul to strike^ and to 
amuse the most careless observer. According to hb theory, it 
wiBs a production evidently anterior to the flood of Noah, and 
had taken some thousand years to harden into, and assume its 
present form and appearance. 

' The eadiibition always very properly dosed with a view of 
its chief ornament This was the figure, or rather die butt 
«f a goddess in btxmzef biit as the materials were said to con- 
sist of gold, silver, tin, &c. the appellation, perhaps, pf <^ Ckv 
riniibian brass," would be rather more correct and f^fopriate. 

z 4 
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TUs ever bad been, and stiU was mth Jum, an obj^ctof high 
esteem, approaching, indeed, to adoration* He permitted 
none but those he termed ^* presentable people" to gaze on it; 
he, himsdf, approwhed the iron chest, in which his divinitjr 
was enshrined, with an apparent d^ee of awe, and after 
brandishing the key in a peculiar manner, applied it to the 
lock with a certain degree of reverence. On being qtrestioDed 
as to the name of the artist, ^< Praxitdes" was m^nnly ho- 
noured with mention ; and the date of between three and four 
thousand years, assigned as the epoch of execution, or rather 
of creation. I had almost omitted to mention, that Mr. Jen- 
nings valued himself greatly on the possession of one other art 
tide: this was the rouge box of the unfortunate Msrie An- 
toinette, queen of France. The inside was entirely of gcdd, 
and the vermilion or fard a^^peared to have been pot on by 
means of a camd's-hair pencil, with a handle of the same 
metaL Th^ royal arms of France were des^nated on the 
rich cover, the whole forming a square of the ordinary size of 
a snuff-box. Of the originality of this article, thare can be no 
' manner of doubt ; and, to enhance the intarest of thespectator, 
its delighted owner was always accustomed to conclude by olv 
serving, <^ that it had been taken out of her Majesty's pocket 
immediately after her head was cut off by the executioner." 

Mr. Jennings's collection of shells was particularly rich in 
the following genera : 

1. Genus Murex* 

2, Genus Triplex. 

3* : Genus Rosiettaria. Of these he had some specimens sin- 
gular for thdr beauty; others imm^ise in point of size. 

4. Genus Strombus. Of these there were a great variely, 
•and some of the Digitati were supposed by the ladies to iqo- 
proach the terrific. 

& and 6* The Genera TerOra et Acadea. Of these there 
were some fine specimens. 

• ?• Genus Conus. This series very complete; and hepiqned 
himself greatly on his cones. 

8« Genus BuccineUa. The species consisted of all dzes, firom 
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that of a Frcgieh bean^ until they alUuaed. such a nu^itiide ai 
to be scarcdjr portable. 

9. Genus Btdimus; and lOU and 11* the Genera Coritbinm 
and Terebellum. For some rare specimens of the 6emt$ 
HarpOf he gave uncommon prices. 

The following are mentioned and figured firom his collection 
in Perry's Conchology z* 

1. Genus Biplea:. No.. 5. Biplex Perca, described as ^* an 
exceedin^y rare and beautiful shell, and until of late^ supposed 
to be unique.^ 

2. Genus Heaxxplex, No. 3. Heicaplex Fusca. 

3. Cyprtsa Jenningsia ; so called after himself. 
5« Genus Mdania* No. 1. Melania Aurantia. 
6. Genus OUwu No. 3. Oliva Snbviridis. 

7« Arganauta Fitrea. Mentioned, but not figured. 

Notwithstanding this superb collection was apparently so 
complete, in point of numbers, variety, and excellency at 
almost to defy competition ; yet it would appear firom a loose 
memorandum, a copy of which is subjoined, that a few rare 
articles were still wanting, and of these he was particularly 
desinms, in 1815, to become the purdiaser. 

1. Ceda NulU, This was disposed of at Lionette's sale at 
;the Hague, for SOL It is now at Ca^i in Normandy, and he 

was then willing to give the same price. 

2. The Gloria Maris *, usually sold for 102. ; it is at pre- 
sent in Solay's collection, at Paris. 

Of books, Mr. Jennings possessed the folio edition of 
i^akspeare, which was in high preservation; his Princeps 
edition of Horace was rated very high and very loosely by 
him, sometimes at 2002., and at other times at 300/. But he 
chiefly valued himself on Cardinal Grimani^s Commentary on 
the epistles of St. Paul, in folio, with grand vignettes, and 
firontisjnece, by Julio Clovio. It is finely illuminated with 
coloured drawings (I think five portraits). The following is 
its more recent history in the owner's own words. 

* Conus Gloria Maris Is figured in Perry's ConchologVy Plate xxv. from a fine 
specimeo m the British Miiaeum. This shell is magnificent both in form and colours. 
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" It fiMfmeriy sold for SOOOl. j Mr. anWi, the BritisB coii- 

8ul at Venice, gave 2000/. for it I pawned it for 350/. ta 

Tffr. . I gave but 700Z. for it, and will sell it for 1500/.'* 

The following is the inscription : 

« MARINO 
ORIMA 
NO. CAR. 
ET. LEGA. 
TO. PER. 
SINO.PA* 
TRONO. 

SUOJUUVS. ^ 

CROVATA 
PRINGIPA." 

The minerak were neither rare nor curious; they did not 
appear even select. Indeed, with the exception of one single 
ponderous specimen of gold ore, Mr. Jennings possessed no- 
thing in his collection worthy of arresting attention, even for 
a moment. 

Of his paintings*, some of the cognoscenti doubted bodi thdr 
originality and vfdue ; and I have heard more than one pro* 
Bounce him to have been no judge of this branch of the fine 
arts. It was in shsixs that be excelled ; and yet it mnst be 
fairly owned, that even as to these he seemed unacquainted 
with the first principles of scientific arrangement, fonn, order, 
or classification ; nay, he was scarcely acquainted evmi with 
the terms of the art. 

Indeed, he always frankly acknowledged, that it wis the 

' *^ beautiful'' that he alone aspired to possess. ^^ Let any one 

bring to me," he was aocustcttned to observe^ ^ any thing ex- 

* The pictureiy shells^ &c. were sold bj Phillips^ in New Bond Street, in AprH, 
1816, intermixed with a varietj of other compositions of inferior note. The prices were 
■•iich. as to jmcify the tuspicions of those who vgmsd, firoa the bcigtaiUBgy ihat the. 
amount would be but trilling. Here foUows an account of aome of the principal lota 
realty apperUdmng to Mr, Jennings, with the sums respectively annexed. 

A Landscape, wii)i figures, by Rubens, the Shepherd sup* £^ ^. d, 

posed to be himself - - - - 89 1# O 
N. B. A copy of smaller dimensions, which I had n«*er be* 

fore seen, was sold about half an hour before, for • 6 16 6 

Mary, Queen of Scots, by Jansens - - - 46 4 Q 
Gabrielle de Vergy - - - -550- 

Venus waiting for Mars, by Giorgoni - - - 6 6 6 
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qnisite or tuicommoOs. no miMet of whdi kmd^ and I $jik ready 
to become a purchaser/* 

The front room on the second floor of Mr. Jennings's hoase 
was dedicated to astronomical purposes. There was placed a 
fine telescope, with which he had been accustomed to amuse 
himself^ during the severest nights of winter, in e^camining the 
heavens. Sometimes he would employ his glasses, to investi** 
gate whether any new planets still remained undiseovered* At 
other times he contemplated the moon with admiration and 
delight, and frequently talked of the mountains and seas he 
had seen there, with all the familiarity of a circmnnavigator. 

At one period he busied himself in exactly ascertaining the 
vibrations of an immense pendulum. This was placed in one 
of the attics, and had been lent to him by the late Earl 
Stanhope, who appears to have set a high value on it. 

Mr. Jennings wished always to be particularly exact as to 
the measurement of time, and in the course of his life bad a 
series of chronometers constructed for him by the most eminent 
watchmakers of the day. His last was at least equal to any 
of the former, in point of workmanship, although perhaps m- 
ferior as to price, being inclosed in silver instead of gdd 
cases. 

But he valued himself still more on an app^dage to it. 
This was a seal very plainly, but handsomely set, which be 
bought at Naples for a single Paul (a pontifical sixp^ice). 
It bore the consular insignia, with this singular motto: 

" Cassius Imperator 

LiBBRTATE LaNGUESCENTE.** 

He was pleased to consider this as a real antique^ engraved 
in the camp^ with a diamc^id, and without the aid of a whed^ 
a litde before the fatal battle of PhilippL 

Our ViBTUOso addicted himself at one period to chemistry, 
and was accustomed to make experiments in his laboratory, 
until he had nearly become a victim to his love of science. 
On one of these occasions, like Dr. Watson, Bishop of Lan- 
daflF, while professor at Cambridge, he was actually blown up f 
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Hk Taktf viio ac^ed m an aviistoolt, and to wIuho reforeoce 
has bem already made, lost an eye, ttpd h6 himself rjsceiv^ 
sev^eal wounds^ in his leg. He was accustomed to boast, 
^ that notwithstanding this mishap) y^l^ his usual punctuality^ 
hmkept an engagement to dinner that very^day." 

Mr» Jennings was also a great etymologist, and being inti- 
mately acquainted with the Italian, in MHbich he both <^ thought 
and dreamed," Jie was thus enabled to descant both on the 
atmcture and ori^n of our own language. Here fiiUows a 
specimen in his own words. 

^* Sallad," he was accustomed to say, comes from saUada^ 
ihe Italian for a helmet, which, during the times of chi- 
iralry, was often converted into a receptacle for that dish." 
He used to add, ^ that it was customary for the duldnea 
to pick the herbs, and prepare the entertainment for her 
fiivourite knight." 

What follows is likely to be accurate^ having been copied 
from a note taken in his own presence : * — 
^ In respect to exercise^ he was not only a great advocate 
for it, but he practised it to a degree scarcely credible for 
upwards of half a century. He possessed a long and ponderous 
wooden instrument, capped with lead at both ends, in the 
management of which he was such an adept, that he boasted 
of having disarmed the best << small-swordsman in Italy;" 
and even now, give him but fdr play, he '^ would not be 
afraid of five or six English housebreakers.". Every nighty 
before bed-time^ as has been already hinted, he exercised him- 
self with this formidable weapon, until he acquired a comfort- 
able warmth, which enabled him to retire to rest with a genial 
^ow. In the morning, according to his own account,' he got 
' up betweaoi seven and eight o'clock * ; and, in his own express 
words, ^< flourished his broad-sword exactly 300 times; I then," 
' adds he^ << mount my chaise-horsey composed of leather, and in- 
' flated with wind like a pair of bellows, on which I take exadly 
1000 gallops!" He then retired to enjoy what always ap- 

* This ftctount, ghreii hy himself, ihu5t have aUuded to an earlier period of his life» 
as he was not accustomed to rise sooner thui ten or twelve dttring the last fifteen 
years. 
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peared te me to be a most miserable and unoomfertable 
breakfiist. 

After this meal, lie employed himself, when no sale of curi<- 
dsities was expected in town, chiefly in reading. As to writing, 
he, of late years, declined that operation almost entirely; and, 
indeed, he could not effect it without much labour. Notwith- 
standing this, our virhtoso possessed several curious ink-stands, 
both ancient and modern. One of these, a true antique in the 
Egyptian style, might have passed, with many of the fashion- 
able people who beheld it, as a present from Mark Anthony^ 
to Cleopatra. 

After a scanty dinner, which shall be described hereafter, 
— 'for our antiquary seldom walked out for exercise,—- 
he still retained possession of his arm-chair and his triclinium, 
and folding the purple mantle of dyed flannel over his legs 
and feet, took a nap, which he termed his ciesto^ a custom 
he had first been taught to indulge in during his resi- 
dence in Italy. After this, either his books or his cabinets, 
occupied his attention until night. At all times of the day, 
however, he might be occasionally seen adjusting, arranging, 
and placing his shells in due order ; but his choicest and most 
grateftil employment was to clean^ P^lfy^ ^^nd polish them, on 
their- first arrival fi-om their respective countries. He him- 
self, in former times, has not unfrequently gone on board East 
and West Indiamen, for the purpose of buying these and other 
rare productions, exactly in the state in which they were torn 
from their native beds. Of late years, however, he was obliged 
to purchase at second-hand, and an enhanced valuer firom the 
dealers. 

I have beheld him, with a green baize apron before and 
a wet towel in his hand, enjoying the most exquisite delight^ 
after contemplating these in **the rough," applying his brushes 
to eveiy part, with 'an unwonted display of vigour. A prepar- 
ation of spirit of sea-salt having almost instantaneously pro- 
duced a gentle efiervescence, the outward surface began to 
disappear. Here all the skill of the shell-fancier was displayed ; 
for if the /ey happened to be too strong, the precious specimois 
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m^t be damaged, perhaps ruined ; and if tiOt s^iBeialtl]r 
powerful, the operation proved ineffectual. 

Next comes the polish : and what were ^* his dear delights," 
when the colours began to bri^ten ; — when the exact form, 
and shape, and size, were disclosed ; — and, above all, when 
any adventitious circumstance happened to heighten the value of 
the acquisition I At length, the pearl-lined Nautiltis, the radiant 
BuccineUOf or the superb TerehtcL^ appeared in all its meridian 
splendour, and the connoisseur, who had found these ugly and 
hideous objects but an hour before, was now almost ready to fall 
down and worship them, after the sudden and brilliant change 
effected by tibe magic of his own workmanship, 

Mr. Jennings had a great attachment to wax candles, which 
proceeded partly from foreign travel, and partly from frequenting; 
genteel houses in the early period of his life. In 1808, he laid in 
a supply to the amount of 2U.; partly because the maker, m4io, 
according to him, excelled in this manu&cture, might either die 
or become a bankrupt; and partly with a view to prevent 
trouble, " as he thought they might last long enough to bum 
an old man out of this worlds In order to enable hint to con^ 
sume the last half-indi of the wick, and prevent the least 
particle of the wax from being wasted, he made use of a silver 
save^all: this consisted of a fine Queen Anne's half-crown 
piece, in excellent preservation, A Queen Anne's farthing, 
which is infinitely more valuable, or even an Otho, would have 
been used on a similar occasion, had it been deemed more 
convenient for the purposes of econon\y : this, Kke the rod of 
Aaron, swallowed up all other competitors. 

For the exhibition of his pictures, no particular days or hoprs 
were assigned. AU who were "presentable" (his favourite 
word) might come at any time ; and I have beheld the pld 
gentleman surrounded, and flattered, and complimented, by 
wealth, titles, youth, and beauty. Such a scene pleased him 
exceedingly: he felt his youth r^ewed, his constitution 
re-invigorated, while a hectic flush of colour rushed into his 
pallid cheek ; in short, he seemed fully compensated for tenants 
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giwM^ hacb iol^ houads and villas ahaiidonf4> -^ sp<>rt^'~ 
Tuiished, -^ lost for ever I 

Mean^wiiiley Tm apaitments !vere become aa intQkrabte 
miBimce^ I reooUeot to bive once seen a great iKMiJiera Dake» 
dien alraoflt an octogennarian, and femous fer his pemoi^ 
cleanliness nearly suffocated bjr sitting down suddenly fw, the 
sofcy after having admired and scrupulously examined every 
article in the collection. No sooner did his Grace come jip 
contact with diis receptacle of filth, than a cloud of dust >vaa 
raised around, so as nearly to obscure him jfrom the rest of the 
company. This, as has already been hinted, proceeded jTrom 
his settled maxim, ^^ not to put temptation in the way of 
servimts !" Accordin^y, mops, brooms, and scrubbiQg 
bni^ies, had been utterly excluded during a long smes oC 
fifteen or sixteen years. 

To all these evils, he was wholly insaisible. In admiraticm 
of his own good fortune, he could sit, or rather recline^ amidsl 
heaps of ancient and modem rubbish, and seemed to be wholly 
lost in the contemplation of his ide^l riches. He thought that; 
the sama degree of admiration occi^ied the bosoms of other?* 
and that his station, in respect to cmmoisseurshipj was so lofty 
as to jexcite die envy of mankind. I well recollect* that the 
Marquis of Douglas, now Duke of Hamilton, who had been 
just married to his lovely cousin, with the usual politeness of a 
man of rank, one forenoon complimeQted Mr. Jennings on hk 
great taste, his persevering industry, and his princely acquisi* 
tions. On his retiring, the virtuoso, turning round to me, 
very gravely demanded, ^^if I did not think the nobleman, w^o 
bad just withdrawn* would not be happy to exchange his bride 
against the rarities on which he had just bestowed so much 
applause and attention ?" It was difficult, if not impossible, 
to preserve a proper dc^gree of gravity on such an occasion I 

The peculiarities of Mr* Jennings were many and singular; 
to recollect them all is impossible ; but ap endeavour shall be 
here made to enumerate a few more. Beipg much troubled 
with the gout, contrary to all received opinions, he generally 
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recttlTDecl to- a siibxadd for a cur««^ Tfii« ccmmtedo£-blidc 
currant jelly, which be drank with water, as a common be^ 
?erage; and being in. the immediate vidnity of the gardens 
that supply tbk species of fruit, he always purdiased large 
quantities in the course of the summer. These were squeexed 
by himself, from hair bags, by means of a machine contrived 
expressly for that purpose, as wdil as boiled and potted under 
kk own immediate inspection ; and, if I am not greatly nustakera^ 
by his own hand. Notwithstanding this, no cure ensued I 

Our antiquary a£Pected to be, and most probably was im 
adept at the qumier^stegffl As he never had any fire in. Ym 
diamber, he had a broad sword always lying either on or near 
his bed, partiy with a view of defending himself and treasure 
i^gainst robb^s, and partly for the purpose of encreasmg the 
circulation, and thus generating warmth. He was accustomed 
lb boast, that he had rendered the Earl of Morton, like him- 
self eminently skilful in this wholesome and manly exercise. 

His clothes, as has been already stated, wxre of a primitive 
cut, and but for the buttons, which were nearly as large as 
dollars, might have rivalled those of a quaker in simj^ity* 
His stockings were of yarn ; his back appeared to be bent 
either with age or infirmity, while his shoes, or rather half 
boots, exhibited the original colour, which they had first asi- 
•umed in the tan-pit. Through the long period of thii^'- 
idght years, they had been kept sacred from the pollution of the 
blacking brush. That modem innovation, by which the out- 
side covering of the human foot assumes a jetty gloss^ and in 
consequence of its even and polished surface, like a mirror, 
rdiects every object around it, was dreaded by the owner, 
who always mentioned the chronology of his boots with a de- 
gree of exultation that can only be conceived by the ardeot 
imagitiation of a true antiquary like himself! 

The simplicity of his dress in general has been frequentiy 
alluded to, but it yet may be necessary to state, that on great 
occasions, in addition to the use of his *wihite hatj which si^ 
pikd the want of a wig, recourse was had to imother accessary 
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ornaments Tbis, which was the only remnant of a court to 
be found either about his person or his house, consisted of a 
coat of such a colour as might have exposed him to no small 
degree of danger at Byzantium, when princes " bom in the 
purple'' would not suffer any one to wear so much as a pair 
of hose tinged with the ** Tyrian dye." It had been made, 
peiiiaps, by some taylor in St James's Street, about the same 
epoch as his boots ; and, if accompanied by a bag and sword^ 
was still capable of carrying its owner to Carlton House, for 
it had a sUind'iip collar; while the ample sleeves were deco- 
rated by buttons placed in a transverse direction. 

In this dress he would sometimes appear at the right hand 
of the auctioneer, to give his nod, or articulate his approba- 
tion^ when some choice object of vertu^ after being secluded for 
half a century in the museum of a connoisseur , was exposed to 
the envious gaze of assembled collectors, by his long expectant 
heirsr At other tim^, he would relapse into his primitive 
habits, and on a wet day, I have seen him driving to a sale in 
New Bond-street, or Covent-garden, in a blue great coat, 
which no decent hackney-coachman would have owned. 
' In his household aifiairs the peculiarities of our antiquary were 
to the full as singular as his dress. His breakfast was served at 
a late hour, and on a dirty table-cloth. He made use of 
beautifiil vases of porcelain for his tea, which was of the best 
kind, and had been previously sifted ; while, like a contempo- 
rary virtuoso ♦, he always washed and wiped them with his own 
haifd. With a singular deviation from this mark of elegaAce 
and rdSnement, bbth his bread and butter, which appeared to 
be of the coarsest manufacture, were regularly brought up on 
woden platters ; and instead of the silver trowel, &c. he was 
always accustomed to use a clasp knife, a large and vulgar 
instrument, from his pocket, consisting of a pointed pi^ce of 
irdn, that folded into a horn handle^ and seemed to have 
descended to him as an keir-loom, from the epoch of William 
Rufus. 

• The Hon. Hoiucc W»lpole. 
▼OL. IT. A A 
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A& to his dinoa:', it chiefly covmUA of pootlry ; aod on a 
turkey he was accii$toiaed to feast, dnHi^ five saoeiswlTe day% 
the four quarters affording as raaoy meats, and the bo^ 
serving for qumtidi. In fine, he was eoanomiealf and evM 
penurious as to his meals ; for his great object ever had beoi^ 
to save all for the gratification of bis riding pasrion* In re* 
^ect to this, his appetite was sometimes indiscriminate and 
almost insatiable. He would borrow, ran in debtj ^^e a note 
of h{md, or «v«n a bond and judgment, 4o please his eye or 
solace his fancy; perhaps, also, the supposed admiration and 
applause of mankind, entered somewhut into the account. 

Of an afternoon, Mr. Jennings was accustomed to indulge 
in Twining's finest Hyson, drunk out of a very amatt enp^ of 
the manufacture of China. This like his two former, were 
solitary meals : I, indeed, by way of particular fivrewf, wan 
once, and once only, honoured with a regular imitation to 
spend the afternoon with him, an event which doubtless varied 
the dull uniformity of a long series of twenty yeark ( 

The old gentleuMui appeared so apprehensive of i^fialion, 
as to become his own jailor; and, Uke some of the anckat 
despots, while revelling in the possessicm c^ all that was de- 
sirable to him on earth, he was at times miserable amidst bis 
various enjoyments. I question if Tiberius himself was more 
suspicious. Although a man of undoubted courage and most 
invincible spirit, he was alike apprehensive of the midnight 
robber and the domestic purloiner. It was this that converted 
his drawing room into a den,;, tor it so abounded in dirt, that 
it was impossible to sit down without being surrounded by a 
cloud of dust. The chairs, the pictures, the triclifman^ nay 
the v^ cabinets, that contained his precious gems, jewd% wd 
shells, were all covered and besmeared with smoke^ dk^ 
and rubbish. The ashes were never emptied from bis grele^ 
until so full that this operation became an act of necessity^ On 
the advantages to be derived fix)m this latter ciroumst^iee^ 
be could at tiiyies iie eloquent. It was unnecessary to qall a 
servant, either by day or night, to light his fire, as by placing 
a live coal in the centre, the collection of dirt and cinders per- 
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bnoei th^ office of vestal virgins^ said thus confbrred the 
ppwjera of ignitioH at any time* In this manner be assured 
ma^ lie ke{>t in a fire for a whole fortnight, during a severe 
wiiitfir) and thu9 it became, unnecessary ever to entrust his 
key to a domei^c^ 

He was to the full as particular in respect to his candles as 
his coals* The very i<ka of tallow, as has been already hinted, 
4isgu«ted him ; but then a single taper only was lighted up 
a4« tiyie: and as he e^&celled in demonstrations of this kind, 
'^it was not difljcuk ft)r him to prove, that, taking in the con- 
sideration of greater duration, it was econcnny, as well as gen- 
tility, to burn pne wax candle instead of two " composed of ~ 
mnttpn snet/' 

In respect to medicinie, he entertained great faith in the 
(^eration of drugs ; but he had recourse to none except the 
inost ppt^t; such 413 opium and corrosive sublimate. On 
^lfxw«ring from a long ilhie^s, in 181fi or 1816, he told me 
that ^^ if he had not helped his medical practitioner, death 
IW^ iav^ €»sued ;" but I was next day told by the gentle- 
i;9#i; ailud^ U>, ^^ that if he bad complied with all his pa- 
tio^t's vagaries, the continuance of life would have been 
uiUpossible !" 

lo his sayings be affected to be epigrammatic; but although 
sometimes stioog and powerful, he not unfrequently proved 
cp^r$e and vulgar.. He hated all entertainments — in short, 
every J^p^pies of e;ifpeniae, that did not administer to the ruling 
passion of bis own heart. Hospitality by him was deno- 
minated vi)^ ^^ feastii]^" and his low and indelicate defini- 
tion of a feast was " the conversion of gold into e^^urement*" 

Ta a perscm who relied on dreams, and was prone to 
snp^rstjjtjwv be i)bs^v^d to his face, ^' that be was capaUe of 
b^Ueving in the divi^ty of a Newfoundland bi — €k i" 

On being asked by the writer of this article respecting his 
first interview with his old school-fellow, the governor-general 
of Bengal, on bis retm^n from India, be stated the following. 
anecdote with much ncdveti : '* On our meeting,'* observed 
he, " after the usual salutations, I accosted him in the same. 
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frank and open manner as was usual with me when we were 
at Westminster together : < My dear Hastings I is it possible 
that you should have been such a great rascal during your 
government in Asia as Burke says, and the whole world is be- 
ginning to believe you are ?' ^ I assure you truly, Jennings,' 
was the reply, < that although sometimes obliged to turn rascal 
for the Company, I was never one for myself!' 

Death usually puts a conclusion to all singularities ; yet ia 
his case, he determined to prove singular even then. Abhor- 
ring the idea of his corpse being consigned to the cold earthy 
he resolved to have recourse to the ancient rite of cremation. 
This was a circumstance so generally known, that his neigh-« 
hours supposed he had an oven within his house, for the ex- 
press purpose of reducing his body to ashes. 

Having pitched upon a gentleman in the vicinity, he frankly 
opened his mrnd to him; and demanded if he had courage 
enough, despising all vulgar prejudice, to stand by and see his 
body publicly consumed by fire ? " Yes,'* replied his neigh-^ 
bour, " I will burn your corpse on the centre arch of Batter- 
sea bridge, if you so desire ; and that, too, in spite and in 
sight of all the proprietors." " How is that possible?" de- 
manded Mr. Jennings, ** Nothing more easy," rejoined the 
other, " it is only placing your corpse in a car, dressed in a 
pitched shirt, and surrounded by combustibles — I myself shall 
apply the match soon after the body leaves the place of your 
present abode, and when you arrive mid-way, between the 
two toll-houses, I intend to pull out the linch-pins. You can 
then consume at leisure, and without dadger, notwithstanding 
it is a wooden bridge." * . 

This whimsical proposition was instantly agreed to in the 
presence of myself, and his Venus was to be the reward. But 

a coolness l^etween the ^parties afterwards ensued; and the 

♦ 

* Mr. Jenningt having asked this gentleman for the loan of 300L, he frankly replied 
that the money was at his sfrvice, provided it was 10 be expended for any useful par- 
pose. A few worthless picmres were then shown, anrl to that appropriation the gentle- 
roan in question objectefi. On this the quondam owner of Chillaby, casting a most sig* 
nificant look at his Vemis, lostanTly exclaimed, in the true Ne'A^market style ; " Very^ 
wall t hmx pray do r«coUect» that 1 0m offmif speed about btuoiBg.'^ ' 
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moCher of love being seized in execution, was actually sold 
for a vile price, in the presence of the indignant legatee. 

His goddess has been already mentioned, but it remains to 
be told, that for the first six months after obtaining possessioD 
of such a prize, she was constantly seated, during (linner« at the 
head of his table, with two footmen, in laced liveries, behind ; 
while the most costly viands were placed in succession before 
her, by way of oblation to her immortal charms ! 

In respect to his religion, no one ever entertained more 
enlightened, or more exalted ideas of a Deity, than the 
sutgect of this memoir. He firmly believed in the exist- 
ence^ wisdom, and infinite power of a great and beneficent 
Being, and in the genuine language of a Naturalist, was 
accustomed to observe, in the true spirit of conchology,. 
" that it was impossible even to contemplate a cockle-sheH 
vrithout being sensible of a first cause." In other matters, he, 
doubtless, differed with the Established Church, and although 
he fi-equented no place of public woi'ship, (perhaps on account 
of his advanced age,) yet he a$»suredly agreed with, although 
he did not appertain to, the Unitarians. 

The nhriter of this article bears a willing testimony, ia 
express opposition to the received opinions of many of bis 
visitors and neighbours, that no X)ne was ever a more sincere 
believer, and that upon principle, than Mr. Jennings. In-, 
deed his ideas on this subject approached the sublime; for he 
could be truly eloquent on the bounty, goodness, and bene- 
ficence of a Deity; and as to. his existence he called in the 
aid not only of astronomy, and all the sciences, but of nature 
herself, lo demonstrate the necessity of a first cause. 

Here again, however, the singularity of his opinions would 
burst forth ; for altliou^ he abhorred the idea of a Divinity 
restricting his bounties to the elect ; yet he himself conceived 
the possibility of an exclusive system. There was something, 
however, noble in this, and it partook in no degree of fanati-. 
dsm; although it might have approached to impiety. Merit 
and education with him being every thing, he seemed to sup- 
pose that those who were brutish and uncultivated must b» 
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unworthy of the attention of a Divinity ; and that fof mi^ ft^ 
resurrection would prove unnecessary, and a beavfeti intokr- 
able. To exemplify this, he, as usual, recurred to one of 
his strong sayings, for when any dotfbt of hh theory originated 
in the minds of his hearers, he i^as acctrstonted to d^Qamd^ 
** If it was possible for a clown, who swung all day on a 
gate, and bolted fat bacoi^ to have a rational atid immortal 
soul? * and whether such a follow was worth saving?" P^t^ 
haps this ides, might not have been origfnal< Someth^g 
similar, indeed, is to be found in the wc»rksof Lady Mary 
Wortley Montague, with which he was well acquainted. ThiA 
celebrated female, white mentioning the folU^ of a ftilly waii^ 
ing woman belonging to one of her friends, boldly ridicules the 
pretensions of Mts. Abigail to eternity: ** Voila un bel Bmiy 
pour etre immortel !'* 

As to politics, of late years, he was sometimes la whig a<id 
sometimes almost a republican. He constantly read ttie 
Morning Chronicle : he preserved an unbroken series of Aafc 
paper for the benefit of others, and sfeemed to t2*e double 
delight in it while in goal. Of B^ondrpaite, widi tiie^ trtily ori- 
ginal zeal and bias of a real amateur, he was accuistoim^ to *)b- 
serve, " that the world was not aware of his readi <tf thought i 
he enjoyed a high taste for all that was exceJlcftit^ and Msr 
conquests were not for the purposes of gratifying a vulgar am- 
bition, but in order to acquire every thing that was desirable 
in the fine arts, and thus render France rich in vertu/^* 
The Ex-Emperor at one period was his hero, but of late 
years he began to talk very rationally about " the balance of 
Europe," '* the loss of independence on the part of fijreign 
nations ;*' " the great and undue preponderance of France ;" 
and the certainty *• that civil liberty could tie ve^ flourish 
beneath the usurping despotism of a military govemwent.** 

* Since the text w^s penned, the writer has had recourse ta lus notes^ and ftndi tlite 
following memorandum, which is here transcribed verlatim : 

« Mr, J-, a great believer in the existence of a Deity ; but he did not tJiink that 
the Almighty would admit every tMck-skulkd bhckguard, who «at fat porfi, attd ftwotag 
all day on gate, to go to heaveu I" 
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As lui audior^ the best idea will be formed of this very 
extraordinary man, i^m the foUowiog analysis of his works. 
It may be necessary to premise, however, that the Yolume 
here recorred to was never published, a few copies only 
having been printed at his own expense, and distributed 
among his friends. 

<^ Summary and free Reflections, in which the great 
outline only and principal Features of several interesting 
Subjects are impartially traced and candidly ^amined." 
FriiiCed in the y^r 1798, and presented to the . writer 
of this article, Nov. 29, 1808. The author, while he ^>- 
proves, evidei^y iBntiU;es ^< old Montaigne's plain, siimple 
method of setting down his thoughts on detached subjects, 
just as they accidentally presented themselves, without any 
r^ular pursuit He laments that " equivocal definitions," in 
respect to religion, had laid the way open to schism," a^d 
exclaims, << How glorious and unassailable had Mahomet'is 
T^ligklh been, if delivered as it was probably first conceived, 
WbinfiiMiiced by the accessorial afier-'Uews of fixing it b^ 
conquest, as suggested by his relaticms, and unsullied by tliQse 
pkms frauds and popular allurements which, though calculated 
t6 secure its truly rapid estabUdiment, made it ultimately but 
too obnoxious to the severe but just censure of impostiu^e !" 
He blames Spinosa for having warped jLucan's Jupiter est 
qmd cunque vides, by a literal tran^kti^ii, into his '* Atheisticiil 
pritDciple." " This s^timent," adds he, " does but proclaiiu 
the workmanship, and the sublime contrivance of the Deity, 
manifestly evident in every object that we nee ; by what, in 
fact, but miracle I permanent miracle is the minutest atom 
attracted? * Observe,' says Cato*, * investigate attentively, 
avfdl yourselves of that wondrous faculty, what God has given 
you ; every object that you behold cannot but be then oracular J 
— For his Dixit semel nos centibus auctor — Quicquid scire licet 

* *• His armj, fatigued and roarciiiDg ilirough the desart (of Africa), were persuad- 
ing him to consult the oracle of Jupiter Aninnoii, before whose lempH they were then 
pasritigi ^hi^JGau 4iidigti»otly deoies |o io im 4^ aitove feints; deemed bj.Lvctn 
" worthy of the oracle itself." 
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-^sq>ldie8 equally to that reasoning intellect exclusively tei- 
parted to the human race : by whose aggregate observations^ 
on the whole creation (if made with industry and with dispre* 
judice), every thing necessary or proper for us to know is by 
experience, inference, and analogy, sufficiently discoverable/* 
He concludes this article by testifying his belief in a " pro- 
bationary state, and in the consistency of an impartial and 
bepign Deity." 

" An Endeavour to prove that Reason is alone suffi- 
cient to. the firm establishment of .Religion ; which must, 
on Principles of Faith, be ever precarious." We beg leave 
to decline both quotation and commentary, with the single 
exception of the following passages : " that it is his object per- 
manently to demonstrate the expediency of virtue;" " to 
establish the eternal existence of an Omnipotent Being," and 
** the pleasing prospect of a future state, as the due and in- 
fallible reward of virtuous actions. ' 

This tract appears to have been first printed in 1771; to 
this be added a postscript in 1785, in which it was conceded, 
** that some established mode of worship was, at least, politic- 
ally necessary ; and, at the same time, he warmly condemns 
self-murder, and concludes with a prayer, in which the Deity 
is fervently invoked, " to strengthen and confirm in my mind, 
steady habits of fortitude, benevolence, discernment, and inte- 
grity ; that I may, through this, be rendered dear to my fellow- 
creatures, contented with myself, and at the last, I humbly 
hope, acceptable to Thee." 

Many of the reasons for his belief in a Deity, are deduced 
from a knowledge of astronomy, and natural history. , 

** To repine at the frailty of human nature, or the accidents 
that await us even from our birth," observes he, ^^ is unjust, 
ance the very essence of protection involves the alluring influ- 
ence of the passions, under the sole direction oireason^ which 
must imply free will ; in manifest opposition to mere brutal 
instinct; for without the existence of worldly evil^ and strong 
temptations to error^ there could have be^ no merit m mor^l 
jrectitadc/* 
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•* Physical Enquiries into the powers and properties of 
Spirit, and how far, by analogical inferences resulting from ex- 
perimental and natural phoenomena, the human intellect 
may be enlarged to attain to any natural conception of 
Omnipotence. 

** Quaes! ut animis, sic occulis videre possumus.'* 

Cicero. 

This is a tract which might be read with edification by thd 
most pious Christian, as it is chiefly written to demonstrate 
the existence of the soul, in opposition to the " atheistical 
doctrine of chance.*' 

After an attack on a celebrated French philosopher, the 
author points out the sublime advantages of an hereafter^ to 
the learned and the scientific, who might be there enabled to 
continue those glorious lucubrations and researches they had 
on earth delighted in ; " what mortal," adds he, " more do* 
serving, of such a luxurious destination, than that very author 
who, though so extensively conversant with the stupendous 
works of the Divinity, and so laborious a promulgator of uni- 
versally beneficent doctrines, could yet (however efiectually he 
has secured bis earthly reputation from it,) indulge the gloomy 
one of annihilation ? Peace be, however, to Voltaire's illus^ 
trious ashes, his investigating spirit is, by this time, pleasingly 
undeceived ; and is, perhaps, actually traversing the realm of 
science, with the congenial spirits of those Trajans, Anto- 
nines, Julians, Lockes, and Newtons, which were here the 
virtuous objects of his almost idolatrous celebration. 

** Per quos, nunquam jurare pudebit." 

** Cursory Remarks on Infancy and Education.** This 
is written somewhat in the manner and spirit of Rous- 
seau's treatise on the same subject. He is of opinion with 
him, ** that education cannot begin too early, if properly 
adapted to the age of the pupil ; but," adds he, *< you 
should, above all things, inculcate, even from bis infanc^^ 
the most incormptible attachtnent to habiU of ingenuousness ; 
you will then be infallibly sure of success in any endeavour. 
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not with RousseaUy cunningly to trick your piipil^ but by con- 
vktire arguments to persuade hira, fs^rly and openly Uk^ 
Socrates, into the most ardent pursuit of rectitudev and tbe 
steady practice of virtue/* 

" Thoughts on the Rise and Decline of the Polite Arts*** 
After a review of the different schook of Greece and Rome* 
he observes, <^ that whatever aptitudes to genius'* may be al- 
lowed to exist in human nature, ^ yet no one can be truly 
said to have been ever bom with it*' He loudly complains of 
the interested views of those parents, who, without consulting 
the capacities of their children, always prefer those professions 
seemingly most lucrative. 

This circnmsUmce alone^ we are told, produces indifference 
on the part of patroais, and the decline of the arts ; ^' the Egyp- 
tians," adds he, <^ who, by a mistaken law, were compelled to 
pursue the same precession with their fathers, in despite of 
their indefiidgable perseverance in the way of sculpture, have . 
never produced one tolerable statue, bas-relief, gem, or medal, 
although the quantity they have left behind them is without 

«« The Fifth Canto of Dante's Inferno." This translation, 
which is In blank verse, is a first attempt at poetry. The 
pce&ce i&dated September 13, 171^4f. 

<^ Observations on the Advantages attending an elevated and 
dry Situi^tion." Our author obser>;es, that it was the general 
practice of our ancestors (if we except a few old castles, and 
those mostly on the banks of rivers) to fix their country houses 
in valleys : Mr. Jennings prefers hills, and assigns his rea- 
sons, both in r^pect to health and prospect ; the avoidance of 
damps, turbid water, &c. He affirms that the Venetians, 
whose houses are built on piles in the midst of the sea, '^ ar6 
better supplied with fresh water, and that of a better qudUity, 
than those of any town he ever met with." Every opulent 
&mily, besides public wells, has one, at leasts in either its 
oour^yardiOr landing room ; that part which is under grounds 
is fidvmed of die figure of an egg with its small 'end down- 
wards; it is constructed of stones cemented with terrass-mor- 
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tio*) whife the top k dosed with an arch, up to a oirculdr* 
opening of tluree feet diameter^ which is ci^ped with an or- 
namental stcme. At some distance i» a small under^-gromid 
eistcrn, that first receives the water in pipes, as it cc^es from 
the house tc^; and between these two receptacles is a curved 
istsin or channel, filled with di£Perent loose beds of sand^ 
gravel) chalk, &c. so as to^filter, cleanse^ and even knpregnate 
the element. 

At. Pisa, in Tuscany, he beheld subterraneous grasiaiiefl^ 
which m^ht be used vnth great convenience on eminences in 
Englandj they are built after the form of the Venetian welb. 
The damps are effectually kept out by straw* He also re- 
oommen^ an und^-cdlar, such as he saw beneath the hoosei 
of Salvator Rosa at Rome^ both for cooling wines, and serving 
all the purposes of an ice house, ^^ it needs no double door, 
is at home^ and is not in sight" 

^^ Considerations on the destructive Applicaticm of Qc4d»-' 
lliis has but tittle novdity to recommend it. 

^ A Free I^iujuiry into the enormous inct^ease of Attornieiy 
&e.'' ^ The English nation, as is evidait from the unretrnttiiig 
tenaur of historical facts, has continued, by some strange, fatol^ 
ity> even from the obscure times of its Druid thrddoai, UfidttT 
the influence of some of^ressive members. It was, for vmny 
centuries prior to our first William's invasion, conquest^ 
ridden. Very soon after that famous period, it was- still more 
heavily priest-ridden. Under the Tudor fiimily it was most 
^K^ously tyrant-ridden. For a short space^ it was pretty 
roughly ridden by fanatics ; and I am sorry to observe that 
its pi*esent inhabitants have but too long groaned under the 
rulhless lash, and oppressive load of lawyers." 

** PostscrqpL*' Under this head, we have a propositiim for 
die abolition of rotten boroughs, t^e ti*ansfer of the votes to the 
counties, and universal suffrage. On the first of these subjects 
he boasts of having made a convert of Junius, who had at^ 
tended to his writings, in the cdebrated letter ^ Mr. Wilkes. 
The two last articles contain ^* Thoughts on the bi^layii^ 
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of Empires;'' and a « Letter to Mr. Pitt," dated in 1783, 
containing objections to his particular mode of reform. 

Meanwhile^ amidst his various occupations, as an antiquary, 
a virtuoso, a collector, and an author, the health and constitu* 
tion of Mr. Jennings began visibly to decline, while his fortune 
l^iecame daily deteriorated, and his personal liberty placed in 
continual jeopardy. After my return from an excursion to 
the continent, I learned that he had been frequently arrested ; 
pud (HI calling to see him, I discovered that there was an exe* 
^ution in the house, and also learned that he himself, was a 
prisoner in the King's Bench. 

. On this, I immediately drove thither, and on my applying to 
the turnkey at the inner gate, I was there taught, that a 
priscMi, like death, levels all distinctions. His name was only 
^own by an inspection of the register ; and his place of abode 
so imperfectly designated, that I was put to great inconveni- 
ence to discover it. At length, I was referred to a fat short 
mulatto man, about fifty-six years of age ; he was a kind of 
Jd<^€ d^Hcteli and occasionally let out his apartment by the 
n^bt, to lodgers. This civil gentleman assured me that my 
old fiiend, now upwards of eighty years of age, and who had 
he&x educated in the very bosom of luxury, had actually spent 
the preceding night on a hard mattrass, placed on the floor f(H* 
his reception. He then kindly conducted me to a narrow stair- 
ease^ and, after announcing the number, courteously withdrew. 

On ascending to the top, I tapped gently, and on bang de- 
sired to enter, by a well known little shrill voice, I there be- 
held Mr. Jennings seated in the midst of a motley crew, so 
as to exhibit a scene which would have afforded a fine subject 
for the pencil of Hogarth. Here were two or three inferior 
tradesmen's wives, and two workmai, who, as appeared 
from their clothes, had just returned from white-wash- 
ing the jail. A roasted pig was placed in the middle, and an 
elderly lady did the honours of the table, while one little child 
laced its elbow on the antiquary's plate, and another dipped 
its hand into bis pot of pcu'ter. 
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I was received with great kindness, accompanied by many 
expressions of gratitude for my visit, and with an air and man-> 
ner, that singularly contrasted with every thing around us. 
He said he was happy, and seemed, indeed, to be perfectly at 
homes although he rather discomposed some of the company 
by terming them ** ladies," and addressing each in turn by 
the term of " Madam." 

On my taking leave, I pressed him to accept of some wine ^ 
but he declined the offer, observing, ^^ that he had brought 
two bottles of fine Jamaica rum into the jail with him, and 
that some of the rapscallions had stolen the contents, and re-' 
placed them with small beer." 

On the 25th of April, 1816, I repaired once more to St. 
George's Fields, and found him lodged in a room, or rather 
cellar, on the pavement story. The apartment had a groined 
roof, composed of brickwork ; there were two beds, one for 
himself and another for his nurse; an Irish edition of Junius, 
along with his old Koran, were placed on one of these, while 
he himself was busily employed in reading a morning paper 
with perfect ease, and great facility, without recurring to spec- 
tacles. A live parrot, a breeding cage without birds, a stool, 
for a table, and two old chairs, constituted not only the furni- 
ture, but the whole contents of this apartment. 

On this occasion, I was accompanied by an officer, who had 
served in the same regiment of guards with himself, after the 
interval of half a century. On learning from me, that his fa- 
mily was connected by marriage with the Margravine of 
Anspach, he exhibited a wonderful instance of the undecayed 
powers of memory. " Tell Her Serene Highness, my cousin, 
from me," said he, " that soon after our return from Paris, 
dhe borrowed one of the quarto volumes of Bruce's Travels in 
Abyssinia, which, between ourselves," added he^ in an under 
voice, <* I never could get back, and as it may be mislaid, I shall 
most readily accept of a haunch of venison in return." 

My companion was so much fascinated with the company of 
the old gentleman, that he actually eacpressed a most earnest 
wish << to be a prisoner along with him, for three months, in 
order to heat all his stories." 
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On my third and kst visit, being alone^ he called me askle, 
and after significantly observing <^ that he had still some smaU 
matters, ^aved from the clutches of the harpies, demanded ' if I 
wanted any thing ?' " On being answered in the negative, he 
relied, ^^ You are ih&i the only one who ever visited me in 
this prison without a motive !" It is to be hoped that this re* 
mark was -far too general and indiscriminate to be literally 
correct 

It would be unpardonable here to omit a circumstance that 
occurred at this interview* I had often before heard of Mr* 
Jennings's birtli and pretensions ; but he was now full of his 
daims to two titles, and these two titles were no less than tha 
ancient earldoms of Warwick and Salisbury ! He bad even 
made some little progress in the prosecution of this afl&ir^ as 
will be seen from th^ following summary, extracted from a 
document which was drawn up officially, and with due adhere 
ence to form, by a professional man, whom I believe to have 
been the late Mr. Troward, who was fiilly competent to Ae 
tadc*, 

N 

Abbremated Petition of Henry Constaniine Jennings, Esq, 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty, with a copy of the 

official communication from the Secretary of State for the 

Home department. 

" That your petitioner's ancestor, William de Montfu^ute, 
in consideration of his eminent services, was by royal charter, 
dated xith of Edward III. advanced to the dignity of Earl of 
Salisbury, with remainder of the said earldom to tl>e heirs ge*- 
neral of his body. 

" From this William descended Thomas, the 4th Earl of 
Salisbury of his name and family, who^ having no issue mal^ 
Eliza, his only daughter, became his heir general to the said 
earldom of Salisbury — this lady married Richard, second son 
to Ralph Nevill, first Earl of Westmorland, which Richard^^ 
by letters patent, dated the xx of Henry VI., had continued to 
him, and to the heirs of the said Alice, his wife, the afor^ 
said earldom of Salisbury, 
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*^ To hitn succeeded Richard, his son and heir, whicii 
'Richard, in the life-time of his father, having married Anne^ 
im\y sifter and heir of the whole blood of Henry Beauchamp, 
the )aM earl of that surname^ Earl of Warwick, bore that 
tide, which, by letters patent, d^ed the xxvii of Henry YI^ 
was granted to him and the said Lady Anne, his wife, and in 
the succeeding year confirmed to them and the heirs of the 
said Anne in tail g^eral. 

^ By virtue of these several letters patent the said last- 
named Richard Nevill was Earl of Warwick and of Salisbury^ 
wilb remainder of those honours to his heirs general. He le&, 
only two daughters, his co-heirs, viz. Isabella and Anne : but 
1^9 issue of Anne afterwards failing, Margaret, the daugb^ 
ler of Isabella, became eventually the sole heir general ; which 
Margaret, on her petition, exhibited in parliament the vth of 
Henry VIII., was allowed, and bad confirmed to her the title 
of Countess of Salisbury. 

^ From this Margaret, Couotess of Salisbury, your ped^ 
ticHier is lineally descended, and stands^ as he cxmsiders, in 
the particular charact^ of the only heir capable of inheriting 
the before-named dignities of Earl of Salisbury and Earl of 
Warwick, viz. as heir general at law of the aforesaid Margaret, 
only surviving daughter and at length heiress of Isabella, ddest 
daughter, and afterwards sole heir of Richard Nevill, Earl of 
Warwick and Salisbury, son and heir of^lice, daughter and 
heir of Thomas Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, great grand- 
son and heir of William, the first earl. Wherefore your 
petitioner, 8^c. &c." 

« Whitehall, 25th Feb. 1815. 

^^ His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name and 
on the behalf of His Majesty, is graciously pleased to refer this 
petition to Mr. Attorney-General, to consider thereof, and 
rc^rt his opinion what may be properly done therein ; where- 
vipcm Hk M^esty's fiirther pleasure win be declared. 

(Signed) SiDMoutH." 

It may be readify conceived that strict confinement, a small 
apar^tmmt^ and bad air, were but little favourable to a man of 
afeeble constitution, stricken in years, borne down by calami- 
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ties, and afflicted with disease* Luckily be did not sufier 
from pecuniary privations; the supplies he obtained from 
Jamaica, although unequal, were regular, and his necessities 
were liberally supplied by Mr. Hibbert, an opulent and re- 
spectable merchant in the city, to whom the produce of the 
plantation was cotisigned. He also found means soon after 
to obtain the ndes of the Bench, by which privilege he 
removed to lodgings in Belvedere-Place, where he finally 
closed his eyes, at half-past three o'clock on Wednesday, 
February 7^ 1819, at the advanced age of 88. 

Mr. Jennings had two wives and two daughters* One of 
the latter, who died in her infancy, was frequently lamented 
by him: ^^ as a most admirable animal !" His widow was a 
Miss Nowel, or Noel, a lady of very considerable fortune 
and great accomplishments. It was this alliance, we believe^ 
that rescued, him from the sudden misery occasioned by 
his unfortunate speculations on Chillaby, and enabled him 
again to gratify the ruli6(^ passion of his life, by a new and 
singular collection; which, like the former, however, was 
doomed to be sacrificed beneath the hammer of the auctieneeri 
This, indeed, was the third, lost to himself and family; for 
a small one, valued at 3000/., was destroyed by fire during his 
residence in Essex. 

Notwithstanding all his difficulties, our connoisseur still pos- 
sessed a considerable, although an uncertain income. His 
one-sixth share of a capital plantation at Montego Bay, in the 
island of Jamaica, in 1804, produced 1000/.; but in 1806 and 
1807, no more than 500/. He was accustomed to average 
his' annual income at 600/* per ann., and he always received a 
considerable portion of this in advance, partly for subsist- 
ence, and partly to make purchases, of whatsoever struck his 
foxtcy. 

The fate of Mr. Jennings has been eminently singular, and 
the flux and reflux, the ever-varying ebbs axid flows of his 
fortune appear so strange as to be almost paradoxical. At 
an early period of his life we behold him mingling in the 
carowd of wealthy pilgrimi who repaired to Italy about half a 
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vertiu He. r^Uiiufied at lengthy Uke old Tradesca^t \ wkh 
shells, s^tu^ mineraK gems, and tke finest specimens of 
natural history in hb train. 

After keeping company with foreign princes and princesses 
he associated with the first nobility in his native country, and 
then, by a fatal reverse, spends some years of his life^ partly 
within the walls of a provindal, and partly of a town gaol. 
Recover!^, as if by magic, from his embarrassments, we 
n^^t behold him emergmg above the horizon of distress, and 
throwing away a second fortune at Newmarket, wh^re he be* 
came the dupe of titled and untitled jockos. 

Sudd^i and. inevitable ruin now se^ns to overtake him, and 
he is. apparently lost for ever ; but, lo ! in the course of a 
very short period, he once more revisits the circles of iashion, 
and sits enthroned in a temple, surrounded by the most rare 
and brilliant productions of nature, with pictures, and statues, 
and gems, and shells and books, and godde^se?, perpetually be^* 
fore his eyes ! Again the scene changes : the wand of scnne envi- 
ous necromancer seems to be waved over his va^erable head ; 
and the acquisitions of ages, the wreck of his estates^ every thing 
most precious in his eyes ; his very << household goods^ are all 
seized by the unhofy hands of vile bailiffii, and he himseMJ 
after languishing for two or three years in a prison, at length 
dies unheeded, unattended, and almost unknown, within the 
pirlieus of the King's Bench. * 

I am aware that the fate and history of this old gentleman, 
however sad and singular, are almost insusceptible of a moral 
lesson in the present times. To be a viriuoso is not the 
passion of the age in which we. live; and even Newmarket 
itself, seems happily, to have lost many of its attractions. Who 
would now sell his family mansion to buy shells and butter- 
flies, and coins and petrifications ? Who would now exchange 
many thousands of fiiir paternal acres for medals, 'and bronzes, 

* John Trade&cant is said to have been the first penon who formed a collection in 
thia kingdom ; and the Museum TradescatiHanum was long famona. 
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and statues, and heathen deities ? And who, in the present 
knomng age, would purchase a Chiilaby, and stake thousands 
on the progeny of an unknown and untried Arabian ? 

In his person Mr. Jennings was rather under the middle 
size. Of late years he was bent like a bow; but even amidst 
the vigour of youth he must have been accounted somewhat 
diminutive. His complexion was fair ; his features were small, 
and perhaps a little eflfeminate, and he still retained some fiunt 
remains of colour in those cheeks where the roses had for- 
merly bloomed. On the whole, he appears to have been once 
sprightly, agreeable^ and genteel. 

His eyes were weak, and when agitated by any subject, not 
unfrequently suffused with tears. Yet his sight was strongs 
and that, too, in no ordinary degree, for he preserved the 
power of reading, unassisted with any aid, to a very extended 
old age. When near ninety, he scorned to recur to glasses, 
and two hours in the morning were constantly consumed in 
perusing a newspaper, not at all conspicuous, either for the 
largeness or the excellence of the type. 

To the contemplation of natural history he was greatly 
addicted ; and in more than once instance his fame is con- 
nected both with it and the fine arts. On a rare shell in his 
collection his name has been conferred * ; and both his horse 
and his mastiff have each in their turn, afforded a cognomen for 
himself. 

We shall conclude the life of this; extraordinary man, by 
observing, that among his other peculiarities, he respected 
medicine^ but hated physicians, — he admired the ancient 
common law of England, but held all the modern practitioners 
in abhorrence; — and, finally, that while he deemed religion 
necessary for a state,- he affected to detest priests of all orders^ 
classes, and denominations whatsoever. 

• Cyprsea Jeningvia. 
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JOHN PLAYFAIR, RR.S., F.A.S., Edinburgh. 

PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS IN THE UNIVERSITY OP 
EDINBURGH, &C, 

1 HE city of Edinburgh, which is jiistiy entitled to be deno- 
minated the " Northern Capital," is said also of late years to 
aspire to the appellation of the ^^ M odei*n Athens." That she 
has made rapid strides in the careier of science is evident to .^1 ; 
and it is only sufficient to peruse the long and splendid list of 
her poets, philosophers, and historians to form a high opinion 
of their various and almost unrivalled excellence. It ought 
not to be forgotten, too^ that all this is a new creaticm. : Under 
the name of " the gude town" she formerly dispbyed a fiery 
and intolerant zeal, such as the more [prudent persecution of 
the .church of Rome would not have been disposed openly to 
avow. Had Servetus escaped from Geneva he would have 
been burnt at the Market-cross of Edinburgh ! 

B B 2 
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To this spirit of intolerance were superadded high feudil 
notions ; the doctrine; of hereditary indefeasible right was main- 
tained with a rigorous hand ; and the same laws of descent 
that regulated a cow-house or a pig-stye were supposed equally 
applicable to a whole nation. This engendered and kept up 
an attachment to the house of Stuart. Scotland always re- 
ceived the fugitive princes with open arms, and spent her best 
blood, and forfeited her largest estates in support of a dynasty 
unworthy to reign. The prcgected union of the crowns and 
kingdoms under Anne prcyved but the signal of a new re- 
bellion; and the northern side of the Tweed for a long time 
profited but little by the event that gave rise to it. Adum- 
brated by an alliance with a greats and richer kingdom, the 
people remained for more than half a century in a torpid 
state ; neither commerce nor agriculture, nor any of the arts 
that embellish human life^ flourished ; the sciences were not as 
yet cultivated ; and polite literature was not only neglected, 
but almost unknown. 

At length, towards the middle of the last century, a new 
epoch arose ; and the field of CuUoden, where was obtained 
the maiden victory^ of a prince unused to conquest, put an end 
to chieftainship, hereditary jurisdiction, and personal slavery. 
Civilisation now made rapid strides ; property was augmented, 
commerce and manufactures encouraged; the fisheries pro- 
moted ; luxury began to be known for the first time, and every 
thing appertaining to social life, was rendered more useful and 
more elegant. The schools and universities partook of the 
genius of the age, and sent forth better and more enhghtened 
scholars. The capital, so long the seat of intolerance and 
superstition, began to take the lead in the encouragement of 
learning; the arts and sciences were cultivated with enthu- 
siasm ; and a new race of men arose. A Hume, a Robertson, 
it Ferguson, Adam Smith, Black, Blair, &c. &c. at last ap* 
peared upon the scene. More liberal notions respecting law, 
tdigi^i, and liberty, prevailed; the: fine arts began to rear 
their heads ; and Edinburgh might then indeed boast, that in 
respect to great names she emulated almost any of the states 
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of 'Greece ^ not in arms, indeed, but in arts; not ia wanrions, 
Imt in waen of ktters and men of 'Sciaice. 

Jobn Playfiur, who is so jnsdy entitled to* be considered as t 
one of th^se, was the eldest son of tbeRev^ James Playfiur, 
a clergyman .of ' tbe established churdi of Scotland. He 
was born in 1749, at the manscj or parsonage-house of 
-Benvae, a 'small and obsdutre village in tbe vicinity of Duildee. 
Itis fistfier, -who was an excellent scholar, i^ears to have 
^nidified bkxx for tbe university; and he was accordingly sent 
to St. Andrew's, where lie obtained a bursary^ at the early age 
of iburteen^ His genius immediately pointed towards the exact 
sciences ; and Dr. Wilkie, the author of the ^ Epigoniad," 
then professor of mathematics, and a man remarkable for 
nnafifected candour, became first bis friend, and then his com- 
panion. The goodHnatured and kind-hearted Earl of Kinnoul, 
whom we have already mentioned with respect, in the life of 
Dr. William Thomson, who then happened to be chancellor 
of his university, acted the part of a patron. At tibis noble- 
Oman's seat at Duplin he was a frequent guest, and there he 
«arw and conversed wkh good company during the vacation. : 

At the early age of nineteen he earned bis first honorarhmi, 
t^ making calculations for the 'Edinburgh Almanack * ; such 
jeven now was the opinion of his talents, that when surveyors 
differed as to the admeasurement of land, he was generally 
diDseA arbitrator : in short, im decision was final and con- 
clusive. 

Mefuiwhiie he proceeded in his studies at St. Andrew's, 
where he now attended Ihe Divinity dass, and at length ob- 
tained a Ikence to preach. This empowered him to perform 
an act of filial piety : for be was thus enabled occasionally tfo 
assist his father, who, although not old, yet was frequent^^ 
tabled by disease from fulfilling tbe duties of his station. 

Amidst his various avocations, young Playfair found time 
to visit Edinburgh, which then, as now, truly merited the 
praise rf being a " hot-bed of genius !" He even became a 

* This work wa» then published by the widow Chapman. 
B B 3 
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member of the *^ Speculative Society," which had then beea 
but a few years in existence ; notwithstanding which it wi^ 
rapidly advancing into celebrity. At this period, too^ he 
formed many frienddiips with men of merit and eminence, 
some of which proved highly beneficial to him in his future 
prospects in life. 

In 1772 he lost his father, who left behind him a numer* 
otts family, consisting of seven chikben, of whom the three 
youngest sons, aiul two dau^ters, were under fifteen years of 
jBge« Towards the latter Mr. Play&ir henceforth exercised 
all the paternal duties, and is even supposed to have declined 
marriage* widi a view to be the better enabled to educate 
and support them. 

The living of Benvie being now vacant, Lord Gray, of 
Gray, who had the alternate presentation, nominated the 
subject of this memoir to be minister. It was contended, 
however, that the gift pro hoc vice ap|)ertained to the king ; 
and this produced a contest that lasted a year. At length the 
Greneral Assembly, through the influence of Dr. Robertson, 
the historian, by whom he was known and beloved, decided ki 
his favour. On this he retained and supported at the manse a 
part of that family which he had adopted as his own. The lat- 
ter part of his mother's life, too, was at once cheered and blessed 
by finding an asylum under the roof of such a son. She oi- 
joyed this happiness in common with two of her daughters, 
until a few years since, when she died, at the age of 80. 

Soon after his settlement in an obscure country parish, as a 
member of the established church of Scotland, an event oc- 
curred in the life of Mr. Playfair that contributed hot^a little 
to confer novelty, variety, and even affluence, during the latter 
part of his existence. Mr. Ferguson, of Raith, a gentleman of 
considerable landed property and influence, made a liberal o£kr 
to the subject of the present memoir, to educate his two sons, 

* See Dr. Jolmson't TrtTeli to the Hebrides. Mr. Pbyfair wu not insensible to 
the ehanni of female society; and in after-life took great deright in and was noCa 
little flattered by the attentions of a lady, n«w the wife of the greatest rhembt of tbia 
age. 

s 
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die preBent General Ferguson and his brother. This {Pro- 
duced a resignation of his clerical preferment and a removal to 
Edinburgh. While there, his merits were so well appreciated 
that, whoi Professor Ferguson resigned the chair of Moral 
PJUlosophy to Mr.DugaU Stewart, Mr.Play&ir was very pro-' 
perly selected by the magistrates, who are the patrons, to pre- 
side over the mathematical class of the university. So(m after 
this, on the establishment of the Royal Society by charter 
from the kin^ he was also nominated to be secretary. ' He 
contributed many valuable papers to the transactions of this 
Northern Institution, and in 1 796, published his " Elements 
of Geometry." This was followed by a new edition of 
Euclid; but truth forbids us to pronounce its superiority 
over that of his countryman, the ingenious Simpson. 

At a later period he was busily employed in the generous 
task of defending the character, and displaying the merits of a 
man, whose discoveries and experiments have thrown a lustre 
over the first of our Northern Universities. 

When Professor Leslie was about to be appointed to a 
chair, a clergyman full of zeal, but devoid of discretion, ac- 
cused bim^ before the patrons of having once uttered certain 
doctrines in a lecture, approximating to materialism. . Several 
of his brethren joined in the persecution ; but the subject of 
this memoir, who had been bred to and obtained preferment 
in the church of Scotland, victoriously refuted the charge. It 
was the triumph of genius over superstition I 

In 1812, appeared his " Outlines of Natural Philosophy;" 
and soon after this he enjoyed the pleasure of beholding a ne- 
phew, whom he had adopted, obtaining the prize for and car- 
rying into execution the plan for building the New College at 
Edinburgh. 

When the supplement to the Encyclopedia Britannica was 
first meditated, at Eldinburgh, the most eminent men in that 
city were selected to compose the different articles of which 
the new volumes consisted. Accordingly, on the appearance 
of the first, it was preceded by a masterly dissertation fi^in 
the pen of Dugald Stewart, ! F. R. S. S. " on the progress of 
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Metaphysical, Ethioal, and Palitioal Philoftophyi moe tb^ 
revival of letters in E«ftropeL" To another portion of iJiis 
vrork was appended ^' a Geileral View d[ the Progreai of 
Mathematical and Physical Science, since the revival of ,let^ 
ters in Europe, t^ John Playfigiir, Professor. of Natural Phi^ 
losopby, &c. &c/' The oi^y praise aapired to by this ver^^ 
learned man in the work alluded to is that arising ^^ from 
denrness and precision/' In the course of his dissertation he 
n^t only gives a history of the sdc^ices, but also bk>grapfaical 
sketches of the men by whom they were either i:ultiviatedior ' 
repressed. On those occasions he expresses himself with 
great freedoQi and bolddess.; i» well as with a very oonsidelv 
ble share of ingenuity. " Tycho Brahe," he observes; " wiM-tf 
a noble family in D^imark ; he belonged to a class in sodetjr 
elevated, in the opinion of that age, above the pursuit of 
knowledge, and jeaknts of the privilege of remaining ignor 
yant withi^ipunity." He animadverts, with a just severity, rcHi 
the jealousy with which the court of Kome watched the jj^nro^ 
greSB of improvement ; and remarks *' 3iow ^ievous k li to 
observe the head of the Christian Church, in thsit and ^ihs 
succeeding age, like the Anarek Min Milton, rei^^iin^in^k 
imidst of darkness, and complaining of the enoroacteneitts 
iwhich the realm of light was continually making on bis an-^ 
went empire." The whole of this composition exhibits .ftai 
equal degree of ability 'in investigation, and of candour and 
liberality in resp>ect to the various inductions and concluaontr: 
if on one hand it contains but little original mattery (and ori- 
ginality was nbt -beve ;airaed at,) on the >dther it abounds «rith 
•hint&and instructionB forrthe youihiul student, and, by supply- 
ing one general unbroken j line of scientific knowledge^ cannot 
fail to be eminently useful to all. / j ' 

In 1816, when approaching liis 78th year, (the siibject 
I of roar memoir repaired, on a scientific mission, to ItaJ^y 
ondepent a conudesable time in witing and eanmiinkig Ibe 
Aipa. So<m after bis ^etacm to Edinburgh, our P^xfessorfs 
lieaitb )beg8n to dceline; notwithstanding which, he at fids 
very-period made some scientific discoveiries, >i3oneerning>die 
rays of the sun. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PBOFESSOR FLATFAIR. 977 

At kngiJi) while ^joyitig a hi^ degree dT'fimey and « 
veiy extenttve r€()utdtioii, Mr. Pbyfldr was snatched awagr 
from his pupils, hia friends, and the learned and sdeotific^ 
circle of boiiety around him; b^g seized with a disease ^ihst 
pi<oved fiitid ; this was a su^fpressionj the sel&same ' mar 
lady with which he had often been afflicted before, but it 
now rteturoed with increased -violence, towards the beghining 
of last tommei'. -He died like a philosopher. Finding his 
end approach, on the evening of the I'dth of July^ our ami** 
able Professor asSJembled his sixers and nephews arotuid'hi» 
bed-side, and after a succinct statement of his affairs, he took 
his leave of them with great cEffection, notwithstanding the 
agonies endured by him. Abotlt two next morning the pain 
wholly ceased, and he soon after expired, in presence of his 
afflicted relatives,|on July 20, 1819, at the mature age of 70* 
Thus ceased to exist the celebrated John Playfair. In re- 
ligion he was a Presbyterian ;. by profession and practfcb a 
philosopher. He cultivated the exact sciences with success; 
and towards the middle of his life turned his attention to- 
wards geolqgi/j a pursuit, much of which is as yet conjectural. 
He was led to this attachment, pai^y by an introduction to 
the celebrated Mr. Whit^hiirst, and parfly by his defence of 
the Huttoniaa Theory. At the age of near three-score and 
ten he vmted Italy wnd ^he Alps to Obtain new information 
vespeeting his favourite theory. 

We have already mentioned that his last effort led to some 
discovery relate to the rays of light :*-^ this reminds us of 
Baeon, ^towards the terminaticm of his life, alighting from his 
oarriage'to examine «nd make some experiments on snow. 

-** Theifuneral of this much regretted scholar, took place 
coi Monday, July 26, in ^Edinburgh, and the ceremony 
presented a solemn and mournful spectacle. The students df 
the Natural Phileec^l^ Class went to Professor Pls^air's 
houses Albany-fiow, from the. Gollege^j^ard, at half past one 
«^dock. The Prof^sors of the University met at Dr. Gr^ 
gory^s at the same time, aild walked in procession, preceded by 
their dffi^oers,'bearitig their insignia reversed, and covered 5ti<h 
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crape^ to tbe Professor's house^ where they were in readiitess 
to recdve the Right Honourable the Lord Provost, Magis- 
tratesy and Council of tbe City. The Members (^ tbe Royal 
Sodety^ the AstroncMnical Institution, Royal Medical Society, 
ftc. were acoonunodated in the different apartments of the 
house of this fiiend of g^us and learning. 

** At half past two, this affecting procession advanced from 
the Professor's house, up Duke-Street, through St Andrew's 
Square, and along Prince's Street and the Regent's Bridge, 
to the Calton Burying-ground, in the following order: — 

Mutes. 

The Students of the University who had attended his Class* 

Baton-men, Ushersi and Mutes. 

THE BODY, 

Supported by Pall-bearers and Relatives. 

The Magistracy and Town Council in their Robes, 

preceded by the City Officers and the City Macers with their 

Insignia reversed, covered with crape. 

The Principal and Professors of the University. 

The Royal Society. 

The Astronomical Institution. 

The Royal Medical Society, with a numerous train 

of Friends and Acquaintances. 

The whole procession went four and four, and it is; supposed 
the train of mourners consist^ of not less than five hundred 
persons. 

<< Ail the windows in the streets through which the iunend 
passed were filled with ladies, seemingly anxious to view so 
large an assemblage of learning and talent. On reaching the 
burying ground, the gentlemen, who preceded the corpse^ 
opened two and two, and uncovered as it passed to the place 
of interment. 

^< After the fimeral, a meeting of his former pupils who had 
been attending it, was held in the College^ when it was unani- 
mously resolved, that they should testify the high admiration 
which they entertained of his genius and worth, by son^ie tri- 
bute to his memory, and the deep regret which they feel, for 
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an event that has deprived not only the University, but the 
nation to which he belonged, of one of its brightest omameirti. 
Hi^ accordingly appdnted a committee to ocmsult with others 
who may have the same otject in view, and in general to trice 
such steps as may enable a future meetings when nuHne of the 
students shall be in town, to come to a particular and final 
resolution." . 

The following *< Account of the Chan^cter and Merits of 
the late Professor Play&ir,'' has been attributed to the pen 
of a celebrated man of letters, in the Northern Metrc^lis* 

** It has struck many people, we believe, as very extraordi- 
nary, that so eminent a person ms Mr. Playfair should have 
been allowed to sink into his grave in the midst of us, without 
calling forth almost so much as an attempt to commemorate 
his merit, even in a common newspaper : and that the death 
of a man so eminent and so beloved, and, at the same time, so 
closely connected with many who could well appreciate and 
suitably describe his excellencies, should be left to the brief 
and ordinary notice of the daily obituary. No event of the 
kind cei*tainly ever excited more general sympathy ; and no 
individual, we are persuaded, will be longer or more affection- 
ately remembered by all the classes of his fellow-citizens : and 
yet it is to these very circumstances that we must look for an 
explanation of the apparent neglect by which his memory 
has been followed. His humbler admirers have been deterred 
from expressing their sentiments by a natural feeling of un- 
willingness to encroach on the privilege of those, whom a 
nearer approach to his person and talents rendered more 
worthy to speak of them ; while the learned and eloquent 
among his friends have trusted to each other, for the perform- 
ance of a task which they could not but feel to be painful in 
itsdif, and not a little difficult to perform as it ought to be^ or, 
perhaps, have reserved for some more solemn occasion that tri- 
bute for which the public impatience is already at its height. 

" We beg leave to assure our readers, that it is merely from 
anxiety to do something to gratify this natural impatience, that 
• we presume to enter at all upon a subject to which we are per- 
fectly aware that we are incapable of doing justice; for of Mr. 
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nayfidr^g ^scientific attainments, of Us proficiency in those stti* 
dies to yAAA he was peculiarly devoted, we are but slenderly 
qualified to judge : but, we believe, we hazard nothing in saying 
that he was one of the most learned mathematicians of his 
age, and among the first, if not the very first, who introduced 
the beautiful di&ooveries of the latter continental geombters 
to the knowledge of his countrymen, and gave their jii^ value 
and true place in the scheme of European knowlege to those 
important improvements by which the whole aspect of the (ab- 
stract sciences has been rehorated since the days of our illus- 
trious Newton, If he did not signalise himself by any bril- 
liant or original invention, he must, at least, be allowed 
to have been a most generous and intelligent judge of the 
achievements of others, as well as the most eloquent ex- 
pounder pf that great and magnificent s}rstem of knowlege 
which has been gradually evolved by the jsuccessive labours 
of so many gifted' individuals. He possessed, indeed^ in 
die highest degree, aQ the characteristics both of a fine and 
pdwerfiil understandings at once penetrating and vigilawt, but 
more distinguished, perhaps, for the caution and suren^ss pf 
•its march, than for the brilliancy or rapidity of its nipvemeratSf 
and guided and adorned through all its progress by the most 
genuine enthusiasm for all that is grand, and th^ justest taste 
for all that is beautiful in the truth or the intdileotUal energy 
with which he was habitually conversant. 

*^ To what account these rare qualities might have be<^ 
turned, and what more brilliant or lasting fruits th^ might 
have produced, if ins whole life had been dedicated to the sp- 
Utary culti virion of science, it is not for us to conjecture; but 
it cannot be doubted that they added incalculably to his emS^ 
nence and utility as a teacher ; both by enabling him to direqt 
his .pupils to the inost simple and luminous methods of inquiry, 
and to imbue their minds, from the vety commencement of the 
study, with that fine relish for the truths it (fisclosed, and that 
high sense of the majesty witli which they were invested, that 
predominated in liis own bosom. While he left nothing un- 
explained or unreduced to its proper place in the system, he 
took care that they should never be perplexed by petty diflS- 
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oukies, or Jbadldered in nsekss detaUs^ taid formed Axem ht^ 
times to tb|at dear,, masculine^ and ^iireot method of infvestih 
gatiofi, by which, with the least labour, the greatest advancei 
might be accomplished. > 

^^ Mr. Pkyfair, however, was not merely a teacher; and has 
fortunately left bdtiind him a variety of works, from which other 
generations may be enabled to judge of scfme of those qualifi« 
cations which so powerfully recommended and endeared him 
to his contemporariea. It is,.pedbaps, to be regretted, that so 
much of his time, and so large a proportion of his publications, 
should have been devoted to the sutgects of the Indian astro- 
nomy, and the Huttonian theory of the earth. For thcHJgh 
nothing can be more beautiful or instructive than his specur 
lations.on those curious topics, it cannot be dissembled that 
their results are less conclusive and satisfiu^ry than might 
have beMi desired ; and that his doctrines, from the very na» 
ture of the subjjects, are more questionable than we belieive 
th^ could possibly have been on any other topic in the whok 
circle of the sciences. To the first, indeed, he came undw 
the great disadvantages of being unacquainted with the Eastern 
tongues, and without the means of judging of the authentidyty 
of the documents which he was obliged to assume as the ele- 
ments of his reasonings ; and as to the other, though he ended, 
we believe^ with being a very able and skilful mineralogii^ we 
think it is now generaUy admitted, that that scicaice does not 
yet afibrd sufficient materials for any positive conclusion ; and 
tliat all attempts :'to establish a theory of the earth must, for 
many years to come, be regarded as pr^cnature. Though it is 
impossible, therefore, to think too highly of the ingenuity^ 
the vigour, and the eloquence of those publications, we are of 
opinion, that a juster estimate of Mr. Playfair's talent* and. a 
truer picture of his genius and understanding, is to be found 
in his^ther writings; in the papers, both biographical and 
scientific,^ with which he has enriched the transactions of. our 
Royal Society ; his account of De Laplace, and other articles 
which he is understood to have contribtrted to the JE^nimgh 
lUviemi the outlines of his lectures oa natural phUosopby; wd# 
above all, his introductory discourse to the supplement to the 
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Bnqfdopedia .BriUmnica^ with the final correctimi of whiok- 
be was oceapied up to the last moments that the progress of 
his disease allowed him to dedicate to any intellectual 
exerti(Hi. 

«* With reference to these works, we do not think we are 
influenced by any national or other partiality^, when we say 
that he was certainly one of the best writers of his age ; and 
even that we do not now recollect anyone of his contempo- 
raries who was so great a master of composition. There is a 
certain mellowness and richness about his style, which adorns 
without disguising the weight and nervousness whidi is its 
odier great characteristic; a sedate gracefulness and manly 
simplidty in the more level passages, and a mild majesty and 
considerate enthusiasm where he rises above them, of which we 
scarcely know where to find any other example* There is 
great equability too, and sustained force in every part of his 
wrings. He never exhausts himself in flashes and epigrams, 
nor languishes into tameness or insipidity; at first sight you 
would say that plfdnness and good sense were the predominat- 
ing qualities ; but, by and by, , this' simplicity is enriched with 
the delicate and vivid colours of a fine imagination ; the free 
and forcible touches of a most powerful intellect; and the 
li^ts and shades of an unerring and harmonising taste. In 
comparing it with the styles of his most celebrated contempo- 
raries, we would say that it was more purely and peculiarly a 
written slyle, and therefore rejected those ornaments that more 
properiy bdcmg to oratory. It had no impetuosity, hurry, or 
vdemence — no bursts or sudden turns or abruptions, like 
that of Burke ; and though' eminently smooth and melodious 
it was not modulated to an uniform system of solemn dedam* 
ation like that of Johnson, nor spread out in the richer and 
more v<duminous elocution of Stewart ; nor still less broken, 
into the patchwork of scholastic pedantry and conversational 
smartness which has found its admirers in Gibbon. It is a 
j^le^ in short, of great freedom, force, and beauty; but the 
deliberate style of a man of thought and of learning; ai^ nei- 
dier that of a wit throwing out his extempores with an affect^, 
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ftUbn of careless grace, n6r of a rhetorician, thinking more 
of his manner than his matter, and determined to be admired 
for his expression, whatever may be the fate of his sentiments. 
^^ His habits of composition, as we have understood, were not 
perhaps, exactly what might have been expected from their 
results. He wrote rather slowly, and his first sketdies were 
often very slight and imperfect, like the rude chalking of a 
masterly picture. His chief effort and greatest pleasure was 
in their revisal and correction ; and there were no limits to 
the improvement i;\4iich resulted from this application. It was 
not the style^merely, or indeed chiefly, that gained by it. The 
whole reasoning, and sentiment, and illustration, were en- 
larged and new nKxlelled in the course of it, and a naked out- 
line became gradually informed with life, colour, and expres- 
sion. It was not at all like the common finishing and 
polishing to which careful authors generally subject the fiffst 
draughts of their compositions, nor even like the fastidious 
and tentative alterations with which some more anxious writars 
essay their choicer passages. It was, in &ct, die great filling 
in of the picture, the working up of the figured weft on the 
naked and meagre woof that had been stretched to receive 
it ; and the singula thing in this case was, not only that he 
left this most material part of his work to be performed after 
the whole outline had been finished, but that he could proceed 
with.it to an indefinite extent, and enrich and improve as long 
as he thou^t fit, without any risk either of destroj^g the 
{»*Gportions of that outline, or injuring -the harmony and unity 
of the dedgn. He was perfectly aware, too, of the possession 
of this extraordinary power, and it was partly, we presume^ 
in. consequence of it, that . he was not only at all times r^ady 
to go on with any work in which he was engaged without wait-^ 
k^for &vourable moments or hours of greater alacrity^ but 
that he never felt any. of those doubts and misgivings, as to 
his being able to get creditably through with his undertaking, 
to..which, we believe, most authors are occasionally liaUe. As 
he never wrote upon any subject of which he was not.perfisctly 
master, he was secure against all blunders in the substance of 
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vlttthehad td say». and felt quite assure^ that ifhewas.mlijr 
allowed time enougb^ he should finally come to laajjr it: in the 
v^ry best way of which he was C2q>aUe« He had no anxiety, 
tbca:^ore» either in undertakii^ or psoeeeding wi^ his tasks, 
and intermitted and resumed them at his coAiv^iienc^ with 
the ccHnfortable certainty that all the time he bestowed on 
l^em was turned to good account, and that what was left ion 
perfect at one sitting might be finished witk equal ease and 
advantage at another. Bemg thus perfectly sure both of his 
ends and his means, he experienced in the course of his com^ 
posltiona none of that little fever of the spirits with which that 
operation is so apt to be accompanied. He had no capricioiM 
Yttttings of fancy, which it was necessary to fix on the spot^ or 
to lose for ever; no casual inspiratbn to invoke and to wait for ; 
B0 transitory and evanescent lights to catch before they faded. 
AU that was in his mind was sutgect to his ccmtrol,. and ame* 
nable to his call, though it might not obey at the moment; and 
white his taste was so sure, that he was in no danger of over^ 
working any thing that he had designed, all his thoughts and 
sentiments had that unity and congruity, that they fell almost 
spontaneously into harmony and order; and the lastadded^ 
incorporated, and assimilated with the first, as if they had 
sprung simultaneously from the same happy concqition* 
. ^^ But we need dwell no longer on qualities that may be ga** 
tbered hereafter firom the works he has left behind hinu Th^ 
wlio lived with him mourn the most for those which will be 
traced in no such memorial ; and prim far above those talents 
which gained him his high name in pliilosophy, that personal 
character which endeared him to his friends, and shed a grace 
and dignity over all the society in which he moved. The 
same admirable taste which is oonspiouous in his writings, or 
rather the higher principles from which that taste was but an 
emanation, spread a similar charm over his whole life and 
ccmversation ; and gave to the ipost kamed philosophy of his 
day the manners and dqiortment of the most perfect gender 
man. Nor was this in him the result merely of good sens^ 
and good temper, assisted by an emrly familiarity with good 
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company, and consequent knowledge of his own place and 
that of all around him; his good breeding was of a higher 
descent, and his powers of pleasing rested on something better 
Aan mere companionable qualities. With the greatest kind- 
ness and generosity of nature, he united the most manly firm- 
ness, — and the highest principles of honour, — and the most 
cheerfiil and social dispositions, with the gentlest and steadiest 
aiTections. Towards women he had always the most chivalrous 
feelings of regard and attention, and was, beyond almost all 
men, acceptable and agreeable in their society, — though with- 
out the least levity or pretension unbecoming his iige or con- 
dition: and such, indeed, was the fascination of the perfect 
simplicity and mildness of his manners, that the same tone and 
deportment seemed equally appropriate in all societies, and 
enabled him to delight the young and the gay with the same 
sort of conversation which instructed the learned and the grave. 
There never, indeed,- was a man of learning and talent who 
appeared in society so perfectly free from all sorts of pretension 
or notion of his own importance, or so little solicitous to dis- 
tinguish himself, or so sincerely willing to give place to every 
one else. Even upon subjects which he had thoroughly studied, 
he was never in the least impatient to speak, and spoke at all 
times without any tone of authority ; while, so fer from wishing 
to set off what he had to say by any brilliancy or emphasis of 
expression, it seemed generally as if he had studied to disguise 
the weight and originality of his thoughts under the plainest 
form of speech and the most quiet and indifferent manner : so 
that the profoundest remarks and subtilest observations were 
ofi;en dropped, not only without any solicitude that their value 
should be observed, but without any apparent consciousness 
that they possessed any. Though the most social of human 
beings, and the most disposed to encourage and sympathise 
with the gaiety and joviality of others, his own spirits were in 
general rather cheerful than gay, or at least never rose to any 
turbulence or tumult of merriment ; and while he would listen 
with the kindest indulgence to the more extravagant sallies of 
his younger friends, and prompt them by the heartiest appro*- 
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bation, his oim satisfketion nught generally be traced in a slow 
and temperate smile^ gradually mailtling brer his benevolent 
and intelligent features^ and lighting up the countenance of the 
sage with the ^pretoion of the mildei^t and most genuine phi>-^ 
lanthropy. It was wonderful, indeed, considering the measure 
of his own intellect, and the rigid and undeviatii^ propriety 
of his own conduct, how tolerant he was of the defects and 
errors of other men. He was too indulgent, in truth, and 
&yoQrable to his friends, and made a kind imd libecal allow-* 
ance for the faults of all mankind, except only &ults of basen 
ness or of cruelty, against which he never &iled to manifest 
the most open scorn and detestati^i. lAdep^denl;, in shorty 
of his high attainments, Mr. Playfadr was one. of the most 
amiable and estimable of men, delightful in his manners, in* 
flexible in his principles, and generoud in his affections; he had 
all that could charm in sodety or attach in private; and while 
his friends enjoyed the free and unstudied conversation of an 
ea^ and intelligent associate^ they had at aU tunes the proud 
and inward assurance that he was a being upon whose perfect 
honour and generosity they mi^t rely with, the most implicit 
confidence^ in life and in death; and of whom it was equally 
nnpossible that, under any circumstances, he should ever per-- 
form a mean, a selfish, or a questionable action, as that hjs 
bbdy should cease to gravitate or his soul to live. 

If we do not gready deceive ourselves, there is nothing here 
of exaggeraticm or partial feeling, and nothing with which um 
indififerent and honest chronicler would not concur. Nor 
is it altogether idle to have dwelt so long on the pexsonal 
character of this distinguished individual : for we are ourseboea 
persuaded that this personal character has almost doneasumch 
for the cause of science and philosophy mncmg us as the gteat 
talents and attainments with which it was eombine<^ and has 
contributed in a very eminent d^ree to give, to the better so- 
ciety of this our city that tone of intel%ence and liberaKty by 
which it is so honourably distinguished. It is not a fittle ad* 
vantageous to phiIos(^hy that it is in fashion; and it is stiH 
more advantageous, perhaps, to the society which is led to 
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eoafer on it diis apparently trivial distinction. It is a great 
thing for the country at large — for its happiness^ its iMX)q)erity, 
and its renown, that the upper and influencing part of its po- 
pulation Aould be made familiar, even in its untasked and 
social hours, with sound and liberal information, and be taught 
to know and respect those who have distinguished themselves 
for great intellectual attainments. Nor is it, after all, a slight 
or despicable reward for a man of genius to be received with 
honour in the highest and most elegant society around him, 
and to receive in his living person that homage and applause 
which is too often reserved for his memory. Now, those de- 
sirable ends can never be eflectually accomplished, unless the 
tuanners of our leading philosophers are agreeable, and their 
personal habits and dispositions engaging and amiable. From 
the time of Hume and Robertson, we have been fortunate in 
Edinburgh in possessing a succession of distinguished men, 
who have kept up this salutary connexion between the learned 
and the fashionable world ; but there never, perhaps, was any 
one who contributed so powerfully to confirm and extend it, 
and that in times .when it was peculiarly difiicult, as tlie la- 
mented individual of whom we are now speaking; and they 
who have had the most (^portunity to observe how superior 
the society of Edinburgh is to that of most other places of the 
same size, and how much of that superiority is owing to the 
cordial combination of the two aristocracies, of rank and of 
letters — of both of which it happens to be the chirf provin- 
cial seat — will be best able to judge. of the importance of the 
service he has thus rendered to its inhabitants, and through 
them, and by their example, to all the rest of the country. 

In thus moumfiJly estimating the magnitude of the loss we 
have sustained, it is impossible that our thoughts should not 
be turned to the likelihood of its being partly supplied by the 
appointment of a suitable successor^ That it should be wholly 
supplied, even with a view to the public, we confess we are not 
sanguine enough to expect. That 'our professor of mathemar 
tics and natural philosophy should have been, for more than 
^ years, not only one of the most celebrated mathema- 
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ticians, but one of the finest writers and one of the hi^esl- 
bred gentlemen of his age, is a felicity which it is out of all 
calculation that we should so soon experience again : but, in an 
age when — very much by his efforts and example — several 
men of great and distinguished eminence in science can be 
found, and, as we understand, have already proposed them- 
selves for the vacancy, we do trust that the chair of Mr. Play- 
fidr, or any other chair which his death may ultimately leave 
vacant, will not be bestowed upon a person of questionable or 
even ordinary attainments. 

The object of such an appointment is, no doubt, to instruct 
youth in the elements of knowledge ; but it is, notwithstanding, 
a most gross mistake to suppose that a capacity to teach these 
elements is a sufficient qualification for the office of an Edin- 
burgh professor. If it were so, every second lad who had 
passed creditably through such a class in one year, might be 
properly appointed to teach it the year after. Nobody, how- 
ever, will maintain any thing so absurd as this ; and though we 
fear that the duties of those who are vested with the right of 
nomination have not always been correctly understood, no 
such monstrous misconception can require to be obviated. We 
have unfortunately in this country but too few desirable situ- 
ations wherewith to reward the successful cultivators of the 
abstract sciences. The prizes ki their lottery are lamentably 
few ; and it would be the height of injustice not to let ihem 
have them all. If it be of importance to a country (and it is 
in every respect of the very first importance) that it should 
possess men eminent for genius and science, it is of importance 
that it should encourage them ; and it is obvious that no en- 
couragement can be so effectual, so cheap, and so honourable, 
as sacredly to reserve, and impartially to assign, to them, in 
proportion to their eminence, those situations of h%h honour 
and moderate emolument to which it is their utmost ambition 
to aspire, and which gives them not only the rank and dignity 
they have so worthily earned, but the means of cultivating and 
diffiising, with great additional effect, that very knowledge to 
which their years have been devoted. ^ On this ground alone, 
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the duty of giving to men distinguished for science^ and de» 
voted to it, the few scientific professorships that are established 
among us, appears to be absolutely imperative, on the score of 
mere justice, as well as of national advantage ; on that of 
national honour, it is not of less cogency. We have once 
more made ourselves a name as a scientific nation in every 
quarter of the world ; and by means of Playfiur and Leslie, 
the Scottish philosophy of physics is nearly as well known all 
over the civilized world as the Scottish philosophy of mind. • 
The Edinburgh school of science now maintains a rivalry with 
the most celebrated of those in England ; and among Foreign 
philosc^hers, the name of Playfiur is more honoured and 
better known than that of any of the alumni of Cambridge. 
But is this honour, do *we think, to be maintained by placing 
in his chair an obscure or an ordinary teacher? a man capable 
of instructing boys in Euclid and algebra, and fit enough to 
t«ach mathematics or natural philosophy in a provincial 
academy, but without knowledge of the higher parts of the 
science, and without genius to enlarge its boundaries, or to 
grapple, at least, with their resistance? While there are men 
of eminence and genius to be found, and Scotch bred men, 
too, of this description, willing and anxious, as they are able, 
to maintain the honour of their country and their school, we 
trust that no such disgrace will be put on Scotland and Edin- 
burgh on this critical and important occasion. 

If lower and more sdfish considerations were wanting^ they, 
too, fljl lead to the same conclusion. An ordinary school- 
master cannot, in fiict, teach ordinary schooling so well as a 
superior person ; but, even if he could, he would never attract 
the same resort of pupils ; and the celebrity of the teachers, 
therefore, is a necessary condition of the greatiiess of the 
classes, the increase of the emoluments, and the general resort 
of families for education — to spend money and pay taxes 
within the extended royalty. 

Perhaps the patronage of such chairs might have been better 
placed than in the magistracy of Edinburgh. But we are in- 
clined to augur well of their conduct on this occasion. For a 
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good while back they have diacbarged this important part of 
th^ du^ upri^tly and well; and seem to have a proper s^)3a 
of the importanee of resisting all sinister influence in those in- 
teresting nominations. At this moment, too, they probably 
feel that th^ have not much pc^ularity to spare; and, upon 
the whole, we have much more fear of their being misled thao 
of their going voluntarily astray. The few considerations we 
have now thrown out may help, perhaps, to keep them right; 
and, indeed, they can scarcely go wrong, if they remepib^^ 
first, that a person qualified to teach the elements of science, 
but without a name, or the chance of acquiring a name mnongst 
its votaries, is not fit to be placed at the head of the whole 
science of Scotland, by being appointed to the first, or the 
second, scientific pn^essorship in this metrc^litan university; 
and sec(»idly, that the chair now to be filled is a chair of sdU 
ence, and ought not to be made the reward of any other tha:^ 
scientific eminence. 
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No. XIV. 
JAMES WATT, Esq. 

. Pw C* I'* Ff R« S. OF LOKDON AND KDINBVRGH, &C. &C &C. 

James Wait, the great improver of the steam-engine, and 
fme of die most eminent medianical philosophers, if not th^ 
most eminent, of modem times, was bom at Greenock in 1736. 

His grandfather, Thomas Watt, had settled there,after the 
civil wars, and was a mathematician of considerable talent. 
I}e had two sons, John and James, of whom the elder adopting 
the pursuits, of his &ther settled at Glasgow, and is the author 
of what is believed to be the first survey of the river Clyde. 
James, the father of the celebrated man whose life we are 
attempting to sketch, followed the business of a merchant at 
Greenock with success and reputation for many years, and 
greatly promoted the improvement of his native town; but 
some losses and declining health induced him to retire from 
business, a few years before his death. 

His son James, tho subject of this essay, was from infancy 
of a very delicate constitution, and was with difficulty enabled 
to go through the common course of education of the public 
sdiools of Greenock. But that very circumstance of ill health 
probably led to those habits of retirement and reflection, whidi 
accompanied him through life, and to which his great disco- 
veries may be ascribed. Little is known of his earlier years, 
but it is not true, as has been elsewhere stated, that he ever 
served an apprenticeship. After leaving school, he resided ii;i 
his Other's house, and the examples of faLi grand&ther and 
unde would no doubt add to tlie natural bias of his mind for 
mechanical and [^ysical pursuits. At th^^e of 1 9, he went to 
Lo^doti) and placed himself under the ttUtion of an eminent ma- 
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thematical instrument-maker, with whom he only remained a 
twelvemonth, the infirm state of his health compelling his 
retmn to Greenock. In 1757, when he was only 21 years of 
age, he was appointed mathematical-instrument maker to the 
University of Glasgow, with apartments in the college, at which 
he resided until his marriage in 1763 or 1764? with his maternal 
cousin. Miss Miller, when he removed to the town, and carried 
on the business of a mathematical-instnunent maker. In 1764 
and 1765, he invented his well known improvement upon the 
principle of the steam-engine. 

From about this time, he entered upon the business of a 
civil engineer, and planned and surveyed many public works 
and canals, which were among the first, if not the very first, in 
North Britain. Of these, the Monkland Canal was executed 
under his direction, and his lines have since been nearly fol- 
lowed in the Crinan and Caledonian Canals. To aid him in 
these surveys he invented a new micrometer and a machine for 
drawing in perspective. 

He had given an interest in his improvement upon the 
steam-engine to his friend Dr. Roebuck, but it was not until 
1769, that he reduced it to practice at Kennel near Burrow- 
stoneness, where the Doctor then resided, and took out letters- 
patent for his " Method of lessening the Consumption of Steam 
and Fuel in Fire-Engines." Dr. Roebuck's losses in other 
concerns caused a suspension of proceedings, but he having 
agreed in 1774 to transfer his interest to Mr. Boulton of Soho 
near Birmingham, Mr. Watt removed from Glasgow to Soho. 
In the subsequent year, he obtained an act of parliament pro- 
longing his patent for 25 years, and the business of maturing 
steam-engines was commenced by the firm of Boulton and 
Watt. 

In 1780, he invented a method of copying letters and otha- 
writings, by a machine and process which bear his name, and 
which, simple as it is, would frbm its extensive utility alonfe 
have given celebrity to any other person. 

The direct application of the steam-engine to iliills and ma- 
chinery requiring a rotatory motion had from the first been an 
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object of his attention, and in the years 1781, 1782, 1784, and 
1785, he carried into execution a series of improvements, the 
most essential of which he secured by successive patents, in- 
cluding, among several other inventions, the rotatory motion 
of the sun and planet wheels, the expansive principle, the 
double engine, the parallel motion, and the smokeless furnace. 

The mines in Cornwall, and many other of the deepest 
mines in the kingdom, had before this period adopted his 
reciprocating engines, which were attended with a saving of two- 
thirds of the fuel consumed by those before in use, besides 
having a much more perfect mechanism, and being less liable 
to accidents/ and repairs. But it is to the perfection to which 
Mr. Wiatt brought his rotative engines^ and which existed in 
those first erected by him about the year 1784? for Mr. Whit- 
bread's brewery and for the Albion Mills, in which latter he 
and Mr. Boulton were partners, that we are to ascribe the 
origin of that system of machinery which has produced so rapid 
a,n extension of our manufactures, population, and wealth. 

From' 1792 to 1799, his attention was almost entirely en- 
grossed by the defence of his patent rights against numerous 
invaders, and after repeated verdicts, establishing the novelty 
and utility of his inventions, these rights were finally con- 
firmed in the latter year by the decision of all the Judges of the 
Court of King's Bench. 

During this period he was led by the illness of a daughter, 
to consider the subject of the medical application of the facti- 
tious airs, and contrived different apparatuses for that purpose, 
the description of which were published in Dr. Beddoe's pam- 
phlets on pneumatic medicine in those years. 

In 1800, upon the expiration of his Act of Parliament, he 
withdrew from business, resigning his share to his sons ; but 
his mind still continued actively employed upon subjects of 
mechanical and physical science, and the amusement of the 
last period of his life consisted in contriving and executing a 
machine for carving busts and other objects of statuary, which 
he left in a state of great perfection. 

His first wife died in 1773, leaving him a daughter and a 
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aoo, the latter of whom surviTesr him, liaving long bebo at the 
head oi the business he established. He was married a second 
timie, to Miss McGregor, of Glasgow, by whom he had a son 
and a daughter, both of whom he had the misfortune to lose^ 
but not until his son, Mr. Gregory Watt, had given proof of 
the most splendid talent, of which his paper upon Basalt in 
the Philosophical Transacticms, will prove a lastii^ memorial. 

Mr. Watt was elected- a fellow of the Royal Soci^ of 
Edinburgh, in 1784, of the Royal Society of London in 1785, 
and a corresponding member of the Batavian Society in 1787» 
In 1806, the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, was conferred 
upon him by the spontaneous and unanimous vote of the Senate 
of the University of Glasgow ; and in 1808, he was elected first 
a corresponding member, and afterwards foreign member of the 
National Institute of France. 

His naturally infirm health had suffered niuch by the ex- 
ertions of his mind during the period of his inventing and 
carrying into execution his great improvements on the Steam 
Engine, but by continual temperance and good management, 
and a th(»*ough knowledge of his own constitution, which he 
treated with much medical skill, it improved as he advanced in 
ag^ and with faculties little impaired, he reached his eighty- 
fourth year ; when, after a short illness o£ debility, rather than 
of pain, he expired at his own house, on the 25th of August, 
of the present year, 1819. 

Here follows his character as drawn up by one of his own 
countrymen. 

^^ Death is still busy in our high places ; and it is with 
great pain that we find ourselves called upon, so soon after the 
loss of Mr. Playfair, to record the decease of another of our 
illustrious countrymen, and one to whom mankind has been still 
more largely indebted. Mr. James Watt, the great improver 
of tl^e steam-engine, died on the 25th ultimo, at his seat 
of He^field, near Birminghamt in the 84th year of his 
age. 

" This name, fortunately^ needs no commemoration of oursj 
for he that bore it survived to see it crowned with undisputed 
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and unenvied honours ; and many generations will probably 
pass away before it shall have * gathered all its &me.' We have 
said that Mr* Watt was the great improver of the steam- 
engine ; but, in truth, as to all that is admirable in its structure, 
or vast in its utility, he should rather be described as its 
irlventor. It was by his inventions that its action was so re- 
gulated as to make it capable of being applied to the finest 
and most delicate manu&ctures^ and its power so increased as 
to set weight and solidity at defiance. By his admirable con- 
trivances, it has become a thing stupendous alike for its force 
and its flexibility ; for the prodigious powers which it can exetij 
and the ease, and precision, and ductility, with which they 
can be varied, distributed, and applied. The trunk of an 
elephant that can pick up a pin or rend an oak is nothing to 
it. It can engrave a seal, and crtish masses of obdurate 
metal like wax before it ; draw out, without breaking, a thread 
as fine as gossamer, and lift a ship of war, like a bauble, in the 
air. It can embroider muslin, and forge anchors, cut steel 
into ribands, and impel loaded vessels against the fiuy of the 
winds and waves. 

^^ It would be difficult to estimate the value of the benefits 
which these inventions have conferred upon the country. 
There is no branch of industry that has not been indebted 
to them; and in all the most material, they have not only 
widaied most magnificently the field of its exertions, but mul- 
tiplied a thousand fold the amount of its productions. It is 
our improved steam-engine that has fought the battles of 
Europe, and exalted and sustained, throtigh the late tre- 
mendous contest, the political greatness of our land. It is the ~ 
same great power which now enables us to pay the interest of 
our debt, and to maintain the arduous struggle in which we are 
stilt engaged, with the skill and capital of countries less op- 
pressed with taxation. But these are poor and narrow views 
of its importance. It has increased indefinitely the mass of 
human comforts and enjoyments, and rendered cheap and 
accessible all over the world the materials of wealth aad pros- 
perity. It has armed the feeble hand of man, ifi short, wilii 
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a power to which no limits caii be assigned, completed the 
dominion of mind over the most refractory qualities of matter, 
and laid a siire foundation for all those future miracles of me- 
chanic power which are to aid and reward the labours of after 
generations. It is to the genius of one man, too, that all this is 
mainly owing; and certainly no man ever before bestowed such 
a gift on his kind. The blessing is not only universal, but 
unbounded ; and the fabled inventors of the plough and the 
loom, who were deified by the gratitude of their rude contem- 
poraries, conferred less important benefits on mankind than the 
inventor of our present steam-engine. 

This will be the fame of Watt with fixture generations ; and 
it is sufficient for his race and his country. But to those to 
whom he more immediately belonged, who lived in his society 
and enjoyed his conversation, it is not perhaps the character in 
which he will be most firequently recalled, most deeply lament- 
ed, or even most highly admired. Independently of his great 
attainments in mechanics, Mr. Watt was to extraordinary^ 
and in many respects a wonderful man. Perhaps no individual 
in his age possessed so much and such varied and exact inform- 
ation, had read so much, or remembered what he had read so 
accurately and so well. He had infinite quickness of appre- 
hension, a prodigious memory, and a certain' rectifying aAd 
methodising power of imderstanding, which extracted some- 
thing precious out of all that was presented to it. His stores 
of miscellaneous knowledge were immense, and yet less asto- 
nishing than the command he had at all times over them. It 
seemed as if every subject that was casually started in convers- 
ation with him, had been that which he had been last occupied 
in studying and exhausting ; such was the copiousness, the 
precision, and the admirable clearness of the information which 
he poured but upon it without efibrt or hesitation. Nor was 
this promptitude and compass of knowledge confined in any 
degree to the studies connected with his ordinary pursuits. 
That he should have been minutely and extensively skilled in 
chymistry and the arts, and in most of the branches of phy- 
sical science, might perhaps have been conjectured; but it 
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could not have been inferred firom his usual occupations^ 
and probably is not generally known, that he was curiously 
learned in many branches of antiquity, metaphysics, medicine, 
and etymology, and perfectly at home in all the details of 
architecture, music, and law. He was well acquainted too 
with most of the modem languages, and fiuniliar with their 
most recent literature. Nor was it at all extraordinary to hear 
the great mechanician and engineer detailing and expounding, 
for hours together, the metaphysical theories of the German 
logicians, or criticising the measures or the matter of the 
German poetry. 

His astonishing memory was aided, no doubt, in a great 
measure, by a still higher and rarer faculty — by his power of 
digesting and arran^g in its proper place all the information 
he received, and of casting aside and rejecting as it were in- 
stinctively whatever was worthless or immaterial. Every con- 
ception that was suggested to his mind seemed instantly to take 
its place among its other rich furniture, and to be condensed 
into the smallest and most convenient form. He never appear- 
ed, therefore, to be at all incumbered or perplexed with the 
verbiage of the dull books he perused, or the idle talk to which 
he listened ; but to have at once extracted, by a kind of intel- 
lectual alchemy, all that was worthy of attention, and to have 
reduced it for his own use^ to its true value and to its simplest 
form. And thus it often happened that a great deal more was 
learned from his brief and vigorous account of the theories and 
arguments of tedious writers, than an ordinary student could 
ever have derived from the most &ithful study of the originals; 
^nd that errors and absurdities became manifest from the mere 
deamess and plainness of his statement of them, which might 
have deluded and perplexed most of his hearers without that 
invaluable assistance. 

It is needless to say, that with those vast resources, his 
conversation was at all times rich and instructive in no ordinary 
degree ; but it was, if possible, still more pleasing than wise, 
and had all the charms of fiuniliarity, with all the substantial 
treasures of knowledge. No man could be more soci^ in his 
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Mfintf less assuming &t &£^dk>its m his maimei's, or more kind 
and indidgent towards aQ who approached him. He rather 
liked to talk, at least in his latter years ; but though he took a 
considerable share of the conversation, he rarely suggested the 
topics on which it was to turn, but readily and, quietly took up 
whatever was presented by those around him, and astonished 
the idle and barren propounders of an ordinary theme, by the 
treasures which he drew from the mine which they had imcon- 
sdously opened* He g^aeraUy seemed, indeed, to have no 
choice or predilectionr for coie subject of discourse radier thaii 
another, but allowed his mind, like a great cyclopedia, to be 
opened at any letter his associates might choose to turn up, and 
cnly endeavoured to select from his inexhaustible stares what 
mig^t be best adapted to the taste of his presait hearers. As 
to their capacity, he gave himself no trouble ; and, indeed, 
sudb was his sii^uk^ talent for making all things plain, clear, 
and intelligible, that scai^ely any c^e could be aware of such 
&' deficiency in his presence. His talk, too, thoii^h overflowing 
with informaticxQ, had no resemblance to lecturing or solemn 
dbcoursing^ but, on Ae oontr^, was full of eollo^jaial spirit 
and pleasure* He had a certain quiet and grave humour, 
which ran through most of his conversation, and a vein of 
temperate jocularity, which gave infinite zest and effect to the 
ccmdensed and in^chaustiMe information which formed its main 
staple and chaiaoteristi& There was a little air of affected 
testiness, and a tone of pretaaded rebuke and contradiction, 
wSih which he used to address his younger friends, that was 
alwvjns felt by than as an endearing mark of his kindness ancf 
fiumiliarit^, and prized accordingly far b^ond all the solemn 
oompUments that ever proceeded fi*om the lips of authority. 
His^ voice was deep and powerftil, though he commonly spoke 
in a low and somewhat monotonous tone, which harmonlsisd 
admiraUy with the weight and brevity of his observations, and 
set off to the greatest advantage the pleasant anecdotes which 
he delivered with the same grave brow and the same calm smile 
playing sobetly on^bis'lips* There was nothing of effort in-' 
de^d^ or impatietic^ any toore than of pride or levity, in his 
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demeanoiir : and there was a fiaer expression of reposisg 
streii^tb, and mild selS-possession in his manner, than we ever 
recollect to have met with in any other p^son. He had in his 
character the utmost abhorrence for all sorts of fomt^ardness, 
parade, and pretensioos ; and, indeed, never &iled to put all 
such impostors out of coimtenance, by the manly plainness aild 
honest intrepidity of bis language and dq)ortment* 

In his t^nper and dispositions he was not cmly kind and 
affectionate^ but generous, and considerate of the fedings (^ 
aU around him, and gave the most liberal assistance and en-« 
couragement to all young persons who showed any indications^ 
of talent, or applied to him for patronage or advice, Hisr 
health, which was delicate firom his youth upwards, seemed t& 
become firmer as he advanced in years : and he preserved, up 
almost to the- last moment of his existence, not only tile iiiU 
cottunand of his extraordinary intellect, but all the alaoit^ of 
spirit, and the social gaiety which had illuminated his happiest 
days. His fKends in this part of the country never saw him 
more full of intellectual vigour and colloquial animation, never 
more delightfid or more instructive, than in his last visit to 
Scotland in autumn, 181 ?• Indeed, it was after that time that 
he applied himself, with all the ardour of early life, to the 
invention of a machine for mechanically copying all sorts of 
sculpture and statuary, and distributed among his fiiends scHite 
of its earliest performance as the productk»is of a youi^ 
artist just ^Eitermg on his 8Sd year. 

This happy and usc&l life eame at last to a. gemde close^ 
He had sufiered some inconveniences through' the summer; 
btit yms not seriously indisposed till withm a few weeks of hia 
death. He then became perfidy awai^ of the event winch 
was approadbing; and, with hi» usual tranquillity and bene^ 
volence of nature, seined only anxious^ to point out to tlm 
friends around him the many sources of consolation which wem 
afforded l^ the circumstances under which it was about to take 
place. He expressed his sincere gratitude to Providence for 
the length of days with whidi he bad be^i blessed and faia 
exenqption from most of ^ infirmitiet of i^ m well as toae 
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the calm and cheerful evening of life that he had been permit- 
ted to enjoy, after the honourable labours of the day had been 
concluded. And thus, full of years and honours, in all calm- 
ness and tranquillity, he yielded up his soul, without pang or 
struggle, and passed from the bosom of his family to that of his 
God! 

He was twice married, but has left no issue but one son, 
long associated with him in his business and studies, and two 
grand-children by a daughter who predeceased him. He was 
a f*ellow of the Royal Societies, both of London and Edin- 
burgh, and one of the few Englishmen who were elected Mem- 
bers of the National Institute of France. All men of learning 
and science were his cordial friends; and such was the influence 
of his mild character and perfect fairness and liberality, even 
upon the pretenders to these accomplishments, that he lived to 
disarm even envj itself, and died, we verily believe, without a 
f ingle enemy. 



No. XV. 
Sir henry TEMPEST, Baronet. 

OF TONGE, IN THE COUNTY OF YORK. 

J HE Tempests, like most of the ancient fiunilies in the king- 
dom, are of Norman origin. Their ancestor came over with 
William the Conqueror, and was rewarded with many majaoi-s 
in the north of England, for his services. The branch settled 
at Tonge, in the county of York, has always claimed prece- 
dence, on account of seniority ; and it was not until after a law- 
suit, followed by a compromise, that the great Tempest estates 
were declared to belong to that portion of the family, seated 
in the county Palatine of Durham, the heads of which have 
frequently sat in Parliament, as knights of the shire. 

Sir Henry Tempest, of wliom we now treat, was born in 
1752. His &ther died at an early age, in consequence of 
which the care of his education devolved on his mother, a very 
sensible and amiable woman, who brought him up with great 
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care and attention. He was at first intended for the bar» 
and his name was acco^rdingly entered on the records of the 
society o£ Gray's Inn. To this profession, he was probably 
excited by the brilliant career of Sir Flelf her Nortcm. From 
him, he received great attention and encouragement ; and at 
this period, he imbibed certain rules and principles of law, 
which foxmed a prominent feature in his conversation, and ac- 
quired for him a great superiority in business during the re- 
mainder of his life. 

After travelling over Europe, Sir Henry returned .to his 
native country, and resided for some years in the ne^hbour- 
hood of London. His predominant passion at this period of 
his life, was shooting : and so eager was he, in pursuit of par- 
tridges and pheasants, that accompanied with a friend, a. 
servant, and a couple of pointers, he was accustomed to. make 
game excursions all the way from his house in Essex, called the 
See Hivej to the remotest parts of Dorsetshire, and Devonshire. 

In consequence of his marriage with Miss Lambert, a rich 
Herefordshire heiress, he settled at Hope-end park, in that 
county. Here he spent a large 'portion of his life, acting with 
great zeal and conscientiousness, in the discharge of his duty, 
as a magistrate. He next piu'chased an estate at Thorpe, 
in the vicinity of Egham, and, after being blessed for many 
years with most excellent health, was subsequently subjected to 
a variety of maladies, chiefly of a nervous kind. Both he and 
his friends hoped, at length, that he had perfectly recovered, 
and was like to attain a good old age; but he died suddenly 
in bed, on the morning of the 20th of January, 1819, in his 
67th year. 

In person, Sir Henry Tempest was tall and portly; and with 
a commanding aspect he united gende and engaging manners. 
In his youth, he had been uncommonly handsome. He was 
repld;e with practical information, and his conversation exhi- 
bited not only good sense, but superior abilities. As he died 
without issue, he bequeathed his fortune to a family, related to 
him, whom he had cherished and respected during his life ; 
and benefited £«id enriched at his decease. 
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No. XVL , 
AARON GRAHAM^ Eng. 

FORMERLY CHIEF MAGISTRATE AT NEWFOUNDLAND, AND LATK 
INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF CONVtCTS. 

X HE life of this gentleman is well calculated to demonstrate 
what may be achieved in a free country like this, by talents^ 
character, £tnd assiduity. The subject of this memoir was 
bom at Gosport, in Hampshire, in the year 1 753. By con- 
stantly beholding one of the noblest dock-yards in the kingdom, 
and contemplating the fleets of a great maritime power, which 
then, as now, swayed the sceptre of the ocean, young Graham 
was early impressed with a strong aiid predominant passion 
for the naval service of his country. Accordingly, after re- 
ceiving the rudiments of a gbod education, at a neighbouring 
school, he was enabled to gratify his wishes ; having, at fhe 
fearly age of fourteen, been sent on board the Sea-Horse, com- 
manded by Sir Thomas Paisley. In this vessel, where, we 
beKeve, he was first rated as a midshipman : our young advent 
turer was stationed for a considerable time on the coast of 
Africa; and, notwithstanding this species of service was not 
deiemed either then, or now, oi the most plieasaht kind, he yet 
took such an insuperable attachment to the navy that he 
never abandoned it, imtil a late period of his existence, and 
even then, reluctantly, and not without a great strug^e. 

But it was to the civil service that he now dedicated his 
time and attention : he possessed great adroitness at business, 
was eminently skilled in figures, and soon acquired, by dint of 
study, a surprising faciKty in the higher branches of mathe- 
matics. It is but little wonder, therefore, that one so gifted 
should have obtained the rank of a purser while yet a very 
young man. At length, in consequence of Ui& abilities, and 
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ccmciliating manners, he was app<nnted secretary to a Flag 
Ship, and, in this capacity, attained the friendship and confidence 
of all the Admirals with whom he sailed no less by the ami- 
ableness of his disposition, than by a strict and scrupulous in- 
tegrity, that invited investigation, and set suspicion at defiance. 

In Newfo^mdland, at a period when that colony seemed to 
be entirely left to its own resources, Mr. Graham displayed a 
variety of talents, and occupied a number of offices, with no 
$mall degree of benefit to the settlers. As secretary to 
Admiral Edwards he superintended, in a certain degree, every 
Ihing €^at i while, as agent fi)r,pri3es, he obtained a share in 
all the captures on this station during a large portion of the 
American war. When the island was threatened with ixivar- 
sion, he mustered the forces on shore, regimented the fisher- 
men and inhabitants, and acted in the capacity of their 
commander I At the same time, all legal vjnatters were cheer* 
fully submitted to his consideration and judgment; for hci 
presided during sevenJ coi^secutive seasons as Chief Justice, 
and displayed a skill and knowledge of tl^e law that seldom 
^eJI^ tp the lot of any but a projCessional n^an. 

Having ac^pnred the good opinion of those in power, on 
his return home he was employed in a variety of confidential. 
$ituations by government .But he chiefly distinguished him- 
sdj^ by effecting a compl^» reform in req>ect to the convkt^ 
^stern^ and on that occasion uniting humanity with a knowledge 
^f the world, £»rmed a code £br the x^ulation of this class of 
delinquents, that sid)6istfi, and, it is to be.hoped, is ,acted i^^m 
until this day. 

It is not; to be denied, that the original plan for the govern- 
ment of tl^se unhappy outcasts of society, and objects of its 
ju^ punishment, was founded on the worst possible principles. 
Those to whom the management of that d^partipant had been 
entrusted, confiding in the honinour oi men, whpse own immo- 
late interests we|:e at v^ia,nce with their duties, appear to 
have placed thc' jbulks under the immediate superintendance of 
the contractors. Over thes% there seems to have been little 
or no check, or control whatsoever. Accordingly, those who 
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provided the provisions, were entrusted with the weighing, mt^ 
soring, and distribution of the beef, cheese, bread, oatmeal, &c« 
It has been even asserted, that the managing and ptmishing of 
the convicts was also confided to their care, so that all com- 
plaint was stifled, and remonstriance became impracticable. 
The consequence was such as might have been easily foreseen. 
The sick list encreased daily, and deaths became frequent At 
length, the mortality was so great, at Portsmouth, as to 
alarm the inhabitants of that town, and the neighbouring 
country. Mr. Wilberforce and several members of paiiiament, 
impressed solely by hmnanity, repaired thither for the express 
purpose of examining into the facts ; and complaints of the 
most serious and alarming nature were made in th^ House of 
Commons. 

A nobleman, who had been nominated to the Home De- 
partment, was at length induced to pay attention to the hulk 
system ; and, luckily for the sake of humanity, Mr. Graham 
was pointed out as a proper person to make the necessary en- 
quiries, and grant the requisite redress. He accordingly 
visited all the ports where convicts were employed ; and after 
investigating the nature and extent of the complaints on the 
spot, delivered in a long and able report to the Secretary of 
State. Soon after this, he was appointed superintendant of 
this department, the whole of which was for many years sub- 
mitted to his entire management, inspection, and control. The 
consequences were such as might have been expected from his 
talents and integrity. Provisions and clothes, of a proper 
quality, were supplied in abundance ; the government of the 
prison ships was put under the management of persons totally 
imconnected with the contractors, whose conduct was besides 
checked by a variety of wholesome rules and restrictions. 
The numbers on the sick list immediately diminished ; the 
deaths ceased to be alarming; discontent and despair no longer 
reigned on board the hulks ; and, instead of avoiding investi- 
gation as before, every stranger of decent appearance^ was at 
liberty to make hjs enquiries on the spot. 
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. ". "Whfle on'lxis death-bed, all his papers on this subject were 
confided by him to the author of his narrative, who has faith- 
fully extracted from them the following documents : — 

I. History of the Hulk Establishment, 

" After the troubles with America commenced, the trans- 
porting of convicts to the colonies, was of course interrupted, 
and it became necessary to find out other places to send them 
to, as well as to adopt other modes of disposing them. Ac- 
cordingly, in 1779, an act (19 Geo. III. c. 74?.) was passed, 
by which offenders, ordered for transportation, might be sent 
to parts beyond seas, whether such parts were in America or 
elsewhere. Power was also given to His Majesty, by the same 
act, to appoint three supervisors, who were to purchase ground 
and erect there two Penitentiary Houses, the one to contain six 
hundred male, and the other three hundred female convicts, who 
were to be kept to hardlabour therein, and for the more severe 
punishment of notorious offenders, it was made lawfiil to con- 
fine convicts liable to transportation^ on board the hulks, under 
the management of superintendants, who were to keep them to 
hard labour, in cleansing the Thames, for a term not less than 
one year^ nor more than Jive years ; or if sentenced to fourteen 
years transportation, not exceeding seven years — thereby making 
confinement on board the hulks, a specific punishment, distinct 
fi-om transportation, and considering it more severe in the 
comparative ratio of seven to fourteen years. The (lenders 
were to be fed and clothed by superintendants, (which was 
done in a most miserable manner for more than twenty years,) 
and, on being discharged, were to receive a sum of money, (not 
less than 1/. nor more than 3/.) with decent clothing, which in 
feci it has been the custom to give them ; viz., at Portsmouth, 
to the amount of 1/. \6s. 4c?., and at Woolwich, from half a 
guinea to a guinea, each convict. This act to continue five 
years. 

" In 1783, nothing seems to have been done in regard to 
erecting the two Penitentiary Houses ; therefore, at the con- 
clusion of the American war, which occurred before any plan 
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was formed for transporting offenders to Botany Bay, an act, 
the ^4 Geo. III. c. 12. was passed for one year only, 
containing the same authority as before for the removal of 
convicts under sentence of transportation (or, having been 
capitally convicted and pardoned, conditionally, to be trau- 
sported) to the Hulks or Houses of Correction. 

** The intention, however, of making confinement in the hulk» 
a specific and distinct punishment in place of transportation, 
by this act seems to have been given up ; and the hulks thence- 
forward were only to be considered as a temporary place 
of confinement for these offenders on their way to some part 
beyond the seas, in pursuance of their sentence of transportation. 
" During their stay on board the hulksi the overseers (by 
the late act called superintendants), were to feed and clothe 
them ; and when the same could be done with safety, permit 
them to labour under such directions, limitations, and re- 
strictions, as His Majesty should order; but not to force them, 
to myrk against their consent ,- and if they did *work, to aUow 
them half the profits of their labour^ for their onsm use ,- and 
whether they worked or not, the time of their stay on board ike 
hulks was to go in reduction of the whole term of their sentence 
of transportation. In the meantime, they were to be treated 
as nearly to persons committed to Houses of Correction, as^ 
the nature of thq case would admit. 

" By this act also, if it was found inconveni^it to transport 
ofi^ders to the place mentioned in the sentence, authority wa& 
given to transport them to any other place beyond the seas» 
iirhich, by the court, should be deemed proper. 

" In 1784, the arrangement for transporting to Botany Bay 
was nearly completed; and, before the expiration of the last act 
anotiier of the 24 Geo. III. c. 51 .was passed for three years ; and 
by this, iMer alia, the Privy Council is authorised to transport 
to any place beyond sea, and tiie power of removing convicts 
to temporary places of confinement, either on land or water, i& 
continued, they being kept while there to hard labour ,• and the 
time served on board the hulks, as by tha last ai^ to go inpqrt 
<f the term of transportation. 
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, .. <« Ib 17S75 certain parts of this act, as well as that of the 
19^ Geo. III. c. 74., as related to the transportation of 
felons beyond seas, was renewed by an act 28 Geo. Illi 
c, 24;., and has since been continued by 34 Geo. III. c. 60., 
39 Geo. III. c. 51., 42 Geo. III. c. 28., and 46 GeallL 
€. 28., which was to expire in 1813, and by which the convicts 
<ir§ now (xmfined^Jedf clothed^ and kept to hard labour^ on board 
th^ hylksy under the management of overseers appointed by His 
M^je^ty. 

; " On a perusal of one of the foregoing acts or parliament 
(24 Geo. III. c. 51.), it will be seen that the legislature had 
abandoned the idea which Was entertained by the 19 Geo. III. 
c. 74., of making hard labour on board the hulks a specific pur- 
nishmenit distipct from transportation, and of course could not 
mean that the convicts sent aftei^irards to them, should be made 
to serve therein the whole term of their transportation ; be- 
cau$;e, in &ct, a^ccording to the former rado, this would be 
4Qubling the punishment to which they were sentenced. 

^^ A certain degree of hardship, therefore, accrued to those 
i^entenped for life, and a still greater to the seven years' men, 
as it has of late been customary to select the fourteai years' 
men, and lifersj as they are called, to be sent to Botany Bay. 

^^ Hitherto but little had been done towards the establishment 
c^the two peqitentiaiy houses contemplated under the 19 Geo. 
Ill* c. 74., notwithstanding this measure had been so strongly 
):ecommended by the Finance Committee of the House of 
Commons in their 28th Report : so that the hulks, since the 
formation of the colcHiy of New South Wales, seem to have 
been considered a proper temporary place of confinement fot 
convicts, in their way from the different jails of the kingdom 
to that settlement, whither a number, both male ainl female^ 
are annually transported. 

iBut it ought not to be here omitted, that the above com- 
mittee, in Ae Report just alluded to, condemn the hidk system 
f^ltogether, chiefly on the evidence of Mr. Colquhoun, who 
points it out ^ as the principal cause of that corruption of 
piorals which is the cause of every species of criminality.* He 
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Ir^taarkg at the same time, that * he had seldom known an 
instance of an individual discharged from the hulks, who had 
ever returned to honest industry, but that the indiscriminate 
mixture of criminals which takes place in those establishments 
renders them a complete seminary of vkc aiid wickedness f 
adding, ^ that in giving such a decided opinion against the 
system of the hulks, he would wish to be understood as not 
imputing the smallest blame to the contractors, the error being 
in the system, not in the management of it, and the evils 
arising from it must continue until a better mode is adopted^ 
whatever the management may be," 

. " But all this originated out of the jfirst plan, which was 
founded in the grossest ignorance of hmnan nature, and thus 
laid the whole open to mismanagement, peculation, and cor- 
ruption. . By it the contractor was paid so much ^er msittper 
diem for taking care of the convicts, without any express isti* 
pulation of what was to be done on his part, thus leaving them 
wholly and intirely to the discretion of men who acted at once 
as task-masters, overseers, victuallers, and dothiers, and whose 
interest it was to diminish every necessary to the utmost verge 
of human suffering. Not only had it beai onntted to specify 
the quantum of victuals, drink, and clothing to be ftimish^d, but 
instead. of any check being put cm the contractor, he hnnself 
was the sole person who appointed every officer and man be- 
longing to the hulks, and these his nominees were th^ sole 
persons intrusted with the office of seduig the ccmvicts f<^d« 
clQtbed» and obtdn justice, 

"In consequence of this gross mismanagement, the public 
papers were replete with complaints, and the Secretary of 
.State's office was teased with remonstrances, while represent^ 
ations of most abominable and ne&rious transactions took place 
in the House of Commons." 

, At length, justly alarmed at a cry which in soihe respects 
seemed tp be rational, the late Duke of Poidand, in 1801, as 
ab^adymentioned, most fortunately for his own character, as well 
as for the comforts of the unhappy convicts, selected Mr.Mjrrar- 
ham to enquire into and remedy the abuses. » Hiat gentleman 
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&£Cordijpigiiy9 after due investigadon, pdsafted out the source of 
the evil. In consequence of his suggestions, the original con- 
tract "was annihilated, and such is the difference that arises out 
of system, tliat a new one, containing a variety of specific and 
salutary regulaticms, being entered into, the original contractors 
conducted themselves with such propriety, that not a single 
complaint was made against them for a series of years. 

In the beginning of 1802, new and commodious hulks ^vere 
fitted up under the direction of Mr. Graham, and the appoint- 
ment of the captains, officers, and guards was transferred to 
government. In consequence partly of this, and partly of the 
new regulations as tqfood and clothing, a degree of content and 
CQinfprt were produced, that had hitherto been : unknown on 
board the hulks. On his representations, an iiicr^ise of pay 
was given to the officers and guards ; while, to prevent impo- 
sition, all applications for the parAm.of conyicts were -inva- 
riably subject to a report of their behaviour fi-om the captain, 
through the inspector (Mr. Graham), to the Secretary of State's 
office. It was his decided opinion, that by way of encourage- 
m^ent to good behaviour, on the part of those who have offended 
the laws of their country, that a certain number of them, vehen 
duly, recommended, and meriting p^on, should be discharged 
every quarter. 

A nejw and meliorated system produced the happiest results. 
It was no longer th^i, as formerly, when these unhappy 
^ wretqhes were frequently driven to despair, by the inffiction of 
cruel punishments, and the; practice of unnecessary severity. 
As little coercion was exerted, in respect to them, as is to be 
found on board one of His Majesty's ships of war, and the con- 
sequence was, that the state of their morals was greatly mend- 
ed, since the time when the surmvors of the former system 
departed far worse than when they were first received on 
bpard. The chief merit of this* is assuredly to be attributed to 
Mr. Graham, who acted as Inspector-General 'with a very in- 
adequate salary of 300/. per arinvm. Nor ought it to be here 
foi:gotten, that the Reverend, Mr. Donne, the chaplain at 
Portsmouth, powerfully contributed by his humane attentions,' 
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ia c(»k^ctiou with tke regular and pious discharge c^ his duty^ 
to render the convicts orderly, obedient, and religious. 

^< Compare this with the former system, and the difference 
will astonish every one. The contractcw^ we»e then reproached 
with short allowance, both of victuals and clothing, while the 
quality of neither affin'ded satisfaction. It will scarcely be 
credited, that there was a set of men on board each hulk, 
denominated * Die-Hards,' who, either in consequence of 
actual sale, or loss by gambling, assigned for life all their 
{Nrovisions to other perscxis, and resolutely made up their minds 
to starve themselves to death. Disease of course was prevalent, 
and prodigious numbers perished yearly. Good health and 
spirits imder the new management immediately prevailed, 
while a disposition to industry began to be manifested, and the 
name of * Die-EUixds' was soon unknown. 

** It ajq)ears, also, &om the Surge(m's report, indeed, that* 
since January, 1802, when the present establishm^it com- 
m^aced, only 2^ cmt of every hundred had died, although in 
that time there were upwards of 200 sick in the hospital. 

" It is af^arent, also, from the report of Ccnnmissicmer Grey 
rf the Dock-Yard at Portraiofith, and Rear- Admiral Coffin, 
while second in command of the fleet there, that the ccmvicts 
conducted themselves with great order and regularity. 

<^ With regard to the expense of maintaining the establish- 
ment, it seems probable, that the value of their labour nearly 
equalled the charge for their maintenance during the late war, 
although the dock-yard and ordnance officars fixed the rate of 
them as artificers, at eighteen-pence, and as labourers, at one 
shillings a day per man. Even at this low estimate, the value 
of their services, in 1806, amounted, at POTtsmouth aliMie, to 
22,ft5I/. 105. ddLf exdusive of the work done on board for the 
use o£ the hulks : while the sum ^)eDded for suj^rting the 
whole of Ijbdur establishment, there and dsewh^e, was but 
46)7^9t 5s. Sid/' 

Having thus extracted a brirf history of the origin, conti- 
nuaticm, and completion of the hulk system, we shall next 
piresoa^ an account of those r^uladons, that led to the .reform 
of it. 
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11* Circular Instructions to be observed andJoUanoed by Captain 
of the Carwict Htdk in Harbour. 

1 . Whenever you leave the hulk, to give strict orders to the 
first mate, not to quit her during your absence. 

2. To cause a book to be kept in the steward's office^ in 
which every occurrence of the day is to be entered; and every 
day, an estimate is to be entered, somewhat similar to the 
following : — for example. 

Total number erf* convicts victualled ; say 450 

Of which, were on shore at work*. •••350 

Kept on board for ship's duty 36 

Sick in the hos^tal... 27 

Old and infirm, iiK^apable of labour* 22 

Shoemak^s and taylors employed on board 15 

Total 450 

And to particularise the shoemakers and taylors, and the work 
done by them, in the following manner : 

Shoemakers. Work by them. Value. 

A. B. made pair shoes. 
Cfc p. mended — — 

Taylors. 
E. F. made Jackets. 
G. H. mended ditto 



>•>«•••• •••«• ••• 



Value of the labour this day £ 



3. The boats and men belonging to the hulk never to be 
employed on pleasure or private business, and if duty should 
require your absence for the night, you are always to send the 
boat back before the lock-up time and setting of the watch, 
with information to the first mate of your intention to sleep on 
shore, of which he is to make a minute in the occurrence- 
book, and aSbso of your return on board after such abaence^ and 
to sign his liame to it 
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4. You, or the first mate, attended by an ififerior ofHcer, 
are to visit every day every part of the hulk, and to see that 
ehe is kept in the most perfect state of cleanliness. The ham- 
mocks are to be lashed up, and taken down every morning 
btfote the convicts go on shore to work, and whenever the 
weather will permit, they are to be brought upon deck to be 
aired. "JSie decks, above and below, are to be washed twice 
a-week at the least, and to be swept, fore and aft,, regularly 
every morning at nine o'clock, and at one in the afternoon, 
(and oftener if necessary,) and the dirt brought up from bdbw 
and thrown into a dirt-tub to be kq)t for that purpose. 

5. A daily allowance of provisions to be issued to the con- 
victs, according to the following scheme of diet, a copy of 
which is to be kept constantly hung up upon each deck, so that 
the convicts may always know what they are entitled to receive. 

A TABLE of the daily allowance of every Mess of six Convicts 
on board Hulk, 



Breakfast. 


Dinner. 


Supper. 


Barley, 
lb. oz. 

Sunday 1 4 

Monday ....I 4 

Tuesday.... 1 4 

Wednesday! 4 
Thursday...! 4 
Friday......! 4 

Saturday...! 4 


Oirt- 

meaL 

lb. oz. 
4. 
4. 
4 
4> 
4 
4 
4 


lb.oz. 

7 14 
7 14 
7 14 
7 14 
7 14 
7 14 
7 14 


Beef, 
lb. oz. 
5 14^ 

5 14^ 

5 r4j 

5 14i 


Cheese, 
lb. oz. 

2 10 

2 10 

2 10 


Beer. 

+ pt8. 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 

126 


Bar- 
ley, 
lb. oz. 

1 H 
1 H 
1 H 
1 H 


Oat- 

meal. 
lb.oz. 

6i 

1 8 

6i 

1 8 

6^ 

1 8 
6i 


^^j"'^ 


1 12 


55 2 


23 10 


7 14 


4 6 


6 2 


4 6 
IS 2 


6 2 

7 U 


9 3 
1 5 


3 IS 


1 5 
3 


21 
3 




EachmanYg „ 
per week, ' 
Each man 7 ^ ,. 
per day, j^ ^ 


1 5 
3 
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The beef to be coarse wholesome meat; and the odiex: 
articles to be good ahd wholesome of didr kind. 

Hie bread to be of the quality sent to His Majest/s troops^ 
of the line ; and you are to use every possible means to pre^ 
vent them from selling any part of their allowance, one to 
another, or to any other person. 

6. You are to be careRil and see that no other than standard 
weights and measures are used on board the hulk. 

?• When provisions come on board, the officer having the 
guard upon deck, with the steward and contractor's man, shall 
attend to see them weighed and measured, and if any be 
damaged, or unfit for use, or be short of weight or measure, 
an immediate report thereof is to be made to you, or in y()ur 
absence to the first mate, who, with the assistance of the sur« 
geon, will inspect the same, and such ias they shall find unfit 
for use are to be returned upon the contractors' hands^ and an 
equal quantity of good provisions in lieu thereof be demanded 
immediately. And if the same bad provisions should again be . 
sent on board, or others equally bad on the same day, you are 
to cause them to be returned, and purchase an equal quantity 
of good in the market, and charge the^amount to the contractor, 
making a minute thereof in the occurrence-book, and taking 
credit for the same in your account with me at the end of the 
quarter; when.it will be deducted fi'om the contractor's vic- 
tualling account. When the provisions are issued for the 
convicts* use, you are to direct the officer having charge of the 
deck, with the steward, and two convicts, (to be chosen daily 
firom their own body,) to see them weighed and measured, and 
delivered to the cook to be dressed, and as the presence of the 
two convicts is calculated and intended to prevent on. their 
part all just cause of complaint respecting the weight and meat 
sure of the provisions, you are carefiillyto enforce their attend- 
ance, and for a neglect of this precaution on your part, no 
excuse whatever will be admitted. A minute of their names is 
to be made daily in the occurrence-book. 

8. Whenever the weather wiU permit, all healthy convicts 
without distinction are to be sent on shore to work, and none 
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be ftoffisred !lo remain during tSie worjdbg how^ q^^cept ^lioe- 
makers and tailorsy and suoh others ad may be necessary for 
^ing the duty of the hulk ; and they are to be changed, daily 
or weddy, as shall be judged most proper and necQss^uy, sp as 
that this duly may be done by all in rotation* 

9. You are on no account to suffer the shoemakers or tailors 
to work for any officer or other person belonging to the hulk, 
nor, diu*ing the usual working hours, for any person on shor^ 
but to see that tfiey are employed daily in making tmd inending 
dotiies &T the rest of the convicts ; and when there l^ po such 
work for th^i to do, you are to send ih^n on shore to 
labour. 

10. Upon complaint being made by any of the convicts of 
Aeir being too ill to go on shore to^labour^ you are to cisnse 
them to be examined by Uie sturgeon, tmd if he recommends 
it,^ you are to order them into the hospital, there to be taken 
aire of until ihey «hall be recovered, and when they are j5t 
fin* diz^ agatn^ of which he will give you the earliest inform- 
ation, you are to remove them from the hospital, and send 
diem on $hore to labour. 

. II. You are to take care that the surgeon vidtsthe ho^qntals 
e^ery morning and evening, and the hulk und^ your supar* 
intendance ence a-day at the leaat, md you are to aoake a 
minute in die oecurrenoe^-book of his doing so, or of , any ne-r 
gleet thereof. 

li. A regular book k.to be kept of the entries and.di»* 
diarge& of convicts sent to the hospital, and during their eoiH 
tinuatiion on diat bod^ thejr are to be chequed of their Qonu»0n 
pmvisiaDS on the ship's book; therefore av cc^ of the. ;skk 
bock, is to be annexed to every quartei^Iy pay-^book^ ^(kI delivered 
to me at the end of every quarter. 

13. The hosjutal bedding, dresses, and utensUs, are to;be 
tidten the greatest care d^ and those out of use to be jalways 
wadttdiandeleaned, ^andkept in proper places ready for -use 
again. 

14. You. are to visit the ho^tal.<mee -^^y atJeast, and 
infonn yourself of every thing rdiating >to the «id^, . and ,|o tak)9 
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ca^e diHt no iri«galaarities or abuses tare snfi^ed tliemn» utid 
that ihe Wards laid evctty part of die hospittd be kqM: in the 
most perfect stiite (rfideandmess. 

1 5. YoQ are to be catreM that all tbe officers and gasirds do 
their duty punctttally , and in the even* of any vacancy happeia* 
ing, by death or otherwise, you are to direct the ii«ct officer in 
seniority to do the duty, until I shall have had an opportuiu^ 
of enquiring whetha* he is a proper person -to fill it up. And 
as an encouragement to all on board, yon are from time to 
time to send me an impartial account df their behaviour, that 
I may be able on all occasions to approve of your choice of one 
from amongst themselves, and not be obliged to put a stranger 
over any of their heads. And it is to be imderstood by you, 
Ibat in all cases where any pe^rson is appointed by me, that the 
moment he enters the hulk, I have no longer any private 
knowledge of him, but if he neglects his duty, you then are to 
treat him and report of him to me, just as you woidd treat and 
report of any other person. In short, you are answerable for 
the conduct of every one on board; you are to take ciare not to 
make any other distinction between them than such as shall be 
warranted by superior merit, which with me will ever be the 
strongest inducement to confirm your appointment. 

16. The following yearly allowance of cloathing, if reqdhred, 
may be issued by you to each ccmvict, viz. two jackets, two 
pair of breeches, four pair of stockings, three pair of shoes, 
two hats, two nedc handkerchiefs, one waistcoat, and one 
blanket. The Utmost economy, however, is to be observed by 
you, and though you are allowed to go to this extent, r(but on 
no accoimt beyond it,) yet you are to make ivs much less do ati 
you can, without runnii^ any riifek of ii^ring the healths of the 
convicts, and you are to give me an account in the pay-^book 
of the several articles issued by you at the end of every cparter. 

17. The clothes and bedding of convicts making th^ir escape 
and dying, (except i^uch of the latter as may have died offerers 
or any contagious disorder, in which case the surgeon's oj»- 
nion of flie propriety of preserving the some is to be tdken,) 
are to be carefidly preserved and issued by you to sudi of the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



416 AARON GRAHAM, ESQ. 

others as shall stand most in need of them, without any allow- 
ance being made to the contractors of the same. And if con- 
victs escaping or dying leave any private clothing or money 
behind them, an inventory of the clothes and a memorandum 
of the money, are to be minuted in the occurrence-book on the 
day of the escape or death, and you are to sign your name 
thereto. 

18. The private clothes belonging to convicts, (an inventory 
of which is to be entered in the occurrence-book,) are to be 
carefully preserved, and punctually delivered them on their 
leaving the hulk, and their money, if they have aiiy, is to be 
kept in your hands and accounted for by you, in a hocl^ to be 
opened for that purpoise, an abstract of which you are to dcs 
liver to me, at the end of every quarter, in the following 
manner. 

£ s. d. 

January 1. A B, in hand 

Received since 

March 31. Expended in this quarter 

Remains ••• £ 



And no fee or reward whatever is to be taken by you, or any 
person for you, for this, or for any thing else done for the 
coi^victs. 

A fee or reward, either in money or goods, taken by you, 
or by any person belonging to the hulks, from the ccmtractor 
who supplies the provisions and clothing, or from any person 
having permission to sell things on board, will be considered 
as taken from the convicts, because, in fact, they must be in- 
jured by it, at least to the extent of the value of what you 
receive ; and it may be fairly presumed, that 6uch presents' are 
made with a view of seducing you from your duty, the better 
to enable the person who makes them, to repay himself not 
only for what he bestows' upon you, but a great deal more : 
which of course will be at the expense of the convicts in one 
way or another. This offence is of the mol^t heinous natuxi^ 
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inainniidi niS it is a robbery tM>mmitted on the utilbrtuilale^ «iid 
tvillnotadmitof anexciise^ On the oth^ hand, your cod^ 
duct will be equally blameable, i^ from any improper motive^ 
you should be induced to ^ncourage^ or not prevent an extras 
ragant use of such necessary articles as the contractor9 by his 
ccmtract, is bound to provide for the use of the hulks. At the 
same time^ therefore^ that you see the terms of the contradt 
fidrly ftdfiUed by him, you are to be careful not to exaxk 
any thing that may by Imn be justly deemed an imposition. 

19* You «re not to keep any pigs or poultry on board the 
halksy n<H* to p^mit any other p^son to do so, for the purpose 
of sdling any part thereof to the convicts, with whom neidier 
you nor a»y other officer or guard are to have any sort of 
traffic whatever. 

fto. The chaplain is to read prayers and preach a s^mmi 
every Sunday throughout the year ; and on Christmas-day and 
Good Friday, in the chapel on board the hulk ; and to the end 
that divine service may be dec^itly and devoutly pei'formed, 
you a^e to take care that every convict is clean in his parson 
and dress, and that no improper behaviour or inattention be 
shown during the time <^ service. The chaplain is to visit the 
sick in the hoi^ital occasionally, and to show himself at all 
times- ready and desirous of administering to them such spiritual 
adiriee and consolation as tiiey may stand in need of; and,, on 
die deadi of any convict, you are to give the chaplain timely 
notice, so as to ^isure his attendance at the funeral^ which !s 
never to be suffered without die burial-service being performed^ 
and one of the oflScans of the hulks, with six at least of 
the convicts attending, which is to be inserted in the occurrenbe- 
book. 

21. If convicts misbehave at their work, they are oii no 
account to be beaten by the officers or guards, but these are 
to use gentle and persuasive means to induce them to alter 
their conduct ; and if that will not do, they are to complain of 
them to you : sftid, on their return on board, you are topunish. 
them according to the nature of their crime, under the^direc- 
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tion of the act 19 Geo. III. c 74^ taking care to :do it in 
the face of all the rest of the convicts, so as to make it. an 
example to the whole. A minute to be made of the name of 
the convict, the name of the complainant, the nature of the 
crime, and also of the pimishment inflicted. 

On the escape of a convict, a strict enquiry to be made into 
the cause, and to leave no means untried to recover him: and if 
his escape has been occasioned by the negligence of any officer 
or other person belonging to the hulk, a minute to be made 
of all the circumstances in the occurrence-book, and transmit 
a copy thereof to me; and, if proof can be had of any officer 
or other person or persons being concerned in efiecting the 
escape of any convict, you are to proceed against him or them 
as the law directs. The name and description of every con- 
vict making his escape should be sent immediately under a 
cover, directed to the sitting magistrate at each of the public 
offices in Lrnidon. 

22. Both you and your officers are to watch and make minutes 
from time to time of the behaviour of the convicts, so that 
you may be able to form an opinion of their disposition to 
reform ; and, at the end of every quarter, you are to deliver 
to me a list of six who shall have served more than half their 
time on board the hulk, and whose conduct,' in your impartial 
opinion, make them fit objects of mercy, in order that I may 
enquire particularly into the ground of your recommendation 
of them, and report thereon to the Secretary of State for His 
Majesty's consideration ; and in executing this part of your 
duty, you are to act impartially ; for if it should appear that 
interest, or any sinister motive whatever, has influenced you in 
your opinion, the most marked disapprobation of your conduct 
will follow the detection. 

You are, therefore, to prepare a character-book, to be kept 
in the clerk's office, for the inspection of all the officers, in the- 
presence of whom, and the chaplain, you are to have a general j 
muster of all the ccmvicts on the first Sunday in every quarter,^ 
and enquire into the conduct of every man since the last 
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muster; and against each name put one of the following 
marks: 

For attending the sacrament X* 

Religiously disposed r. 

Good • g« 

Indifferent in. 

Suspicious (character not determined) s. 

Bad *..... b. 

Very bad •••••••••.,• ••••••• •••••••••• v.b. 

You are to make known to each man the mark put against 
his name, and the effect it is likely to have in shortening the 
time of his confinement; and to mark the first column in such 
a manner as will best describe the conduct of each convict, 
fixMu his first confinement up to the present time. * - 

23. A regular daily account of the state of the hulks is to 
be kqpt by you, Mid transmitted to me weekly: and a weekly 
account of the convicts' labour is to be annexed to the quar- 
terly-book, agreeably to the annexed forms. 

24. You are, without delay, to make me acquainted with all 
extraordinary circumstances that occur on board the hulks, or 
in any manner relating to the convicts under your care. 

(Signed) A. Graham. 

The conduct of the subject of this memoir was so conspi- 
cuously meritorious, and his remuneration at the same time so 
very inadequate, that he was presented with a sum of money 
by an unanimous vote of the House of Commons. 

* The following return was mtde firom Porumoutli, Ist October iail« 

Captivity. Poftland. Ltunsl. 

Very good, fieligiottsly dispoted, and attend the sacrameoty 17 31 9 

Very good, ^... 31a 163 122 

Good, 113 111 101 

Indifferent, , 33 sa 16 

Siupidons (character not ascertained) «* 6 5 5 

Bad, , 8 12 1 

Iiiconig'ible, .,,, il 5 2 

499 349 256 

1 E 2 
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This lionourable testimony of his worth occurred at a pe^qd 
when disease indicated a speedy dissolution. 

Mr. Graham was rather under the middle size; but he 
was particularly neat in his dress and person, agreeable in his 
manners, insinuating in his address, and greatly beloved 
by a wide circle of respectable friends. One amiable part of 
his character ought not to be overlooked. He was the 
constant friend to merit of every description. From the first 
momekit he -was enabled to act as a patron, he looked around 
him for worthy and deserving objects, destitute of protection, 
and to these he constantly extended a helping hand. For the 
yoimg midshipman, anxious to eichibit himself on the quarter- 
deck of a king's ship, he was ever eager to find a captain who 
might treat him with paternal attention. He even assisted 
him in passing his examination; and on his proinotion as 
a lieutenant, he generally found employment for him. Kor 
was this all ; for he usuaDy administered to the wants of the 
young officer, and supplied him with money for the purposes 
of equipment. The small sums advariced in this way, nearly 
all of which are lost to his family, must have swelled to a very 
considerable amount, in the course of thirty or forty years. 
Nor was it to subaltern officers ialoUe he extended his fiiend- 
ship. Several captains obtained shipg^by his recommendation ; 
and there is a flag*officer existing at this present moment, 
whose brows have been entwined with the victorious laurel, 
that is solely indebted for his lise to the fiiendship and discri- 
mination of the subject of this memoir. 

It has been already observed, that Mf . Gr^aih displayed 
pre-eminent talents in the higher branches of mathematics. 
On the introduction of the new time-pieces on board ship, for 
the purpose of adjusting the reckoning, he entered into a 
scientific contest with a famed astronomer-royal ; and when it 
is stated, that he was acknowledged by many to have attained 
the mastery, both in figures and in argument, it must be allowed 
that his merits were of a transcendent kind. 

Mr. Graham excelled also in mechanics, a talent which he 
always dedicated to naval purposes. We have seen some fine 
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mpdels of cutters, brigs, and ships of the line, formed out of 
box by his own hand, that would have done credit to the mos^ 
experienced artist. 

It is not a little remarkable, that the affairs of Drury-Lane^ 
which have proved so fatal to many persons, finally produced 
that malady which occasioned the death of the subject of thi^ 
memoir. Having a great personal regard for Mr, Sheridanj, 
he gratuitously dedicated his time to ,the adju&fcnaent of acr 
counts, ' complexed, confused, and intricate in the extrenie ; and 
has been often known to sit up whole nights, in forniing plansf 
and estimates. At one period, indeed, all the arrangeinent^ 
of the theatre were submitted to his sole care and nianager 
ment. These multiplied avocations, in addition to his du]lie|^ 
as a magistrate, at length superinduced a long train of nervQuA 
disorders; and he was for a considerable time, confined to, bii 
bed. So little conscious was he, however, of his dissolution^, 
wTiich occurred on December 24. 1818, in the ..66th y^r of .bi$ 
age, that, deeming himself in a convalescent state, he actuall}i 
sent to Bath' for a Merlin's chair, for the purpose of enjoying 
exercise in the open air. 

So scrupulous was he in the discharge of his duties, that hq 
overlooked every personal consideration arising out of laboui^ 
and &tigue ; and so skilful was he deenied, that he was conr 
suited by the Treasury, on all great and critical occasions; 
During the mutiny at the Nore, his services proved eminently 
acceptable; he repaired, on that occasion, in character of a 
magistrate to Sheemess, and being well acquainted with the 
habits and manners of the sailors, contributed not a Utde^ 
to the termination of a revolt, that at one period threatened 
destruction to the naval superiority of Great Britain. 

His conduct and talents were now deemed of so meritorious 
a description, tliat he was soon after selected for the office of 
chief magistrate of the police of the metropolis, which, as is 
usual on such occasions, was to be accompanied by the himoMt 
of knighthood. This appointment was actually held by him,, 
during three or four days ; and had it beai conferred at an 
eai'her period of life, would have been executed with due vigour 
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and promptitude, tempered by becoming mildness and dis- 
cretion ; but, in consequence of his increasing infirmities, he 
deemed it proper to resign. 

Mr. Graham displayed through life a singular inattention to 
pecuniary interests; for he had it more than once in his power 
to have realised a large fortune. 

He has left behind him a prudent and respectable widow, 
who has lately succeeded, by the death of a relation, to a great 
fortune, with three children. His eldest son, who distinguished 
himself on several occasions during the late war, has been for 
many years a post-captain in the royal navy. His second, the 
Reverend Henry Graham, a very amiable and discreet young 
man, was educated at Oxford, where he has obtained the degree 
of M. A. Of his daughters, one, eminent for her beauty and 
accomplishments, was carried off in the prime of life. Another, 
since dead, married obtain the Baron de Spangler, of the 
Dutch navy; a third, who, while yet a child, exhibited a fine 
taste for poetry, is the wife of a professional gentleman. 
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No. I. 

Right Hon. and Most Rev. Hra Grace 
WILLIAM BERESFORD, Archbishop of TUAM, 

BARON OF DECIES, IN THE COUNTY OF WATERFORD ; PRIMATE OF 
CONNAUGHT; bishop of ARDOCH ; AND A PRIVY COUNSELLOR OF 
- IRELAND^ . 

JMr. Beresford, third son of Marcus Beresford, earl of. 
Tyrcme, and brother of the first Marquis of Waterford, was 
bom, April 16. 1743. After receiving an excellent education, 
at the University of Dublin, he aj^lied himself to the study^ 
of divinity. No sooner did age permit the imposition of 
priest's orders, than ecclesiastical preferments poured fast 
in upctti this fevoured son of the church. At tlie age of thirty- 
seven, we find him consecrated Bishop of Dromore. He was 
translated to the bishopric of Ossory in 1782 ; and obtained 
the archbishopric of Tuam in 1 794. 

His Grace, by his birth as well as by his alliances, en- 
sured the countenance of government on all occasions, for 
these were accompanied and adorned by a good character. In 
1763, he had married the sister of the late Lord Chancellor of 
][relffiid, John* Earl of Clare, by whom he had issu^ no fewer 
than ten sons and six daughters. He was created a peer of 
the Id^igdom of Ireland in 181^, by the style atid title of Baron 
Pcictts, in the county of Waterford, 
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His Grace died at his palace of Tuam, in the county <rf 
Galway, Sept 7. 1819, in his seventy-seventh year. 

The archbishop is succeeded in his honours and estates by 
his eldest surviving son, the Hon. John Horsley Beresford, now 
Lord Decies. This latter nobleman, who is also in holy orders, 
assumed his additional surname of Horsley, on his marriage with 
Charlotte, only daughter and heiress of Robert Horsley, Esq. 
of Bolam-House, in the county of Northumberland. 



No. II. 
SAMUEL LYSONS, Esg. F.R.S. F.A.S. 

AKP KEEPER OF THE RBCORPS IK THE TOWER OF LONDON. 

JyiB* Lysons, the son of a respectable provincial clergymapy 
was a native olT Gloucestershire, having been bom atHodmarton, 
near Cirencester, May 7. 1763. He was educated at Bath; 
and, being destined for the law, was placed for some time in an 
attorney's oflSce in that gay dty. In 1784 he came to Lon- 
don^ entered himself a student of the HonouraMk Sbciety of 
the Middle Temple; and. acted for scone time as a special 
pleader imder the Bar. 

But although Mr. Lysons received a -^ call*^ in 1798, yet 
his ruling passion was directed towards studies of a ik^ difibrent 
kind ; for he delighted in. researches into the history and anti- 
quities of England, and became a constat attendant at the 
Royal and Antiquary Societies for many ye^s. 

This, in conjunction with a good character, and a high re- 
putation, procured an introduction to the King atKew, by £Sr 
Joseph Banks; and, oii the death of Mr; Astle, h^^as nomi*- 
nated Keqper of tiie Records in the Tower of Londcm^ HSs 
hiborious literary career wais closed after a short iUhess, on the 
lOthof April, Idig. 

Many unfinished works have been left behind him, whidi 
a near and respectable relative intends to complete. He 
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al$o, during his life, published several others, Itome written in 
conjunction with his brothar, the Rey» Daniel Ly sons, whom we 
have just alluded to. The subject of this memoir was indefa- 
tigable in his researches, and eminently skilfiil in obe branch 
of the Graphic art. 

Works of the late S. Lysons, Esq. 

1. Antiquities of Gloucestershire; the whole of iht plates 
etched by himself from his own drawings. 

2. The Rojfnan remains discovered by him at Woodchester. 
5. Collectiim of Roman remains in various parts of Great 

Britain (three first parts only are printed). 

4* Ma^a Britannia, imdertaken in conjunction with his* 
brother* 

A series of Royal Letters, found among the records ist the ^ 
Tower, were nearly prepared for publication at the time of his 



No. III. 
JAMES FORBES, Esg. F.R.S. F.A.S. 

AND ALSO FELLOW OF THE ARCADIAN SOCIETY OF ROME. 

1 HIS gcQtleman, said to be descaided from ,the Earls of Gra- 
nard, was a native of the melxopoUs^ having been bom in 
London, in 1749. After receiving the usual education at 
school, and acquiring a fine notion of drawings at the early 
age of sixteen, young Forbes left England, to proceed to 
Bombay, at which settlement he had obtained a writership. 

Soon after his arrival, he procured leave of absence for a 
cxmsideraUe time, and employed that opportunity in visiting 
different parts of India. Indeed, he- became a celebrated tra- 
veller in the course of his life, having spent no fewer than 
twenty years, in different parts of Asia, Africa, and America. 
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With a happy facility, he Was accustomed to transfer to pap^ 
very accurate drawings of the costume of the various tribes and 
nations which he visited. His coloured delineations of the 
various objects of natural history were also executed with such 
elegance, accuracy, and correctness, as to delight every be- 
holder. 

After a resideBice of nineteen years in the East, during which 
period, he had occupied many honourable and some lucrative 
offices, Mr. Forbes returned to liis native country, and having 
purchased a house and estate at Stanmore-Hill, resolved to 
settle there. In 1788, he married Miss Gayland of Stanmore 
by whom he had issue one daughter. 

Soon after this, he repaired to the Continent, for the ex- • 
press purpose of indulging his taste in the picturesque and 
sublime. The classical scenery of Italy, the romantic regions 
of Switzerland, and the ext^isive forests of Germany, were all 
contemplated and surveyed by him during a long and extensive 
tour. ^ 

As he had been precluded during the first war with France 
from visiting that country, he determined to. take advantage of 
the short peace to repair thither. Accordingly, in 1803, ac- 
companied by his wife and daughter, he sailed for Holland, 
and by taking that circuitous route, arrived at Paris soon after 
the renewal of hostilities, and on the very day after, all the 
En^h had been declared to be << in a state of arrest." In 
consequence of this order, he was sent with his fiunily to 
Verdun, where he was detained along with many thousands 
of his coimtrymen, for a considerable period. At length, he 
was indebted for his liberation to the circumstance of his being 
F. R. S., an honour obtained by him immediately before he 
left Engknd. The National Institute on this, as on several 
similar occasions, interposed, and Bonaparte was pleased to 
order his liberation and that of his family. - On his return to 
his native country, he employed himself in narrating the events 
that had occurred to him and tiie other prisoners during their 
captivity. 
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• After a few years* residence at Stanmore-Hill, Mr. Forbes 
took his family once more to France, and on this occasion, 
married his only daughter to the Comte de Montalambert, 
minister from France to the court of Wirtemberg. 

In the month of June, 1819, he left England for the last 
time, with a view of visiting his daughter at Stutgard. But he 
reached no further than Aix-larChapelle, having beeii seized on 
his arrival there with a mortal disease, which put a period to 
his existence on the 1st of August, 1819, in the 70th year of 
his age. 

List of the Works of the late Mr. Forbes. 

1. Letters from France, written in the Years 1803 and 1804; 
including a particular Account of Verdun, and the Situation of 
the British Captives in that City. 2 vols. 8vo. 1806. 

2. Reflections on the Character of the Hindoos, and the 
Importance of converting them to Christianity. 8vo. 1810. 

3. Oriental Memoirs. 4 vols. 4to. 1813, embelliished with 
93 exquisite engravings. 

His portfolios were rich in drawings by his own hand, and 
consisted of many thousands. 



No. IV. 
HENRY PENRUDDOCK WYNDHAM, Esfi. 

LATB KT. OF THB SHIRE FOR THE COUNTY OF WILTS. F.R.8. F.A.8. 

Mr.Wtndhaic was bom in 1736, and educated at Wadham- 
College, Oxford, where he took the d^ree of M. A. in 1759. 
This gentleman ommienced his literary career by publishing a 
tour through Monmouthshire and Wales, in 1775. The suc- 
cess liccompanying this octavo volume tempted the authcM* to 
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eniarge it into a quarto some years after, and it is still quoted 
witb respect. 

His next publication was in quality of editor of " The Diary 
of the late George Bubb Doddington, Baron of Melcombe 
Re^is, with an" Appendix of curious and interesting Papers." 
The original was found by him in his library; and the appear- 
ance of this small tract made a prodigious noise at that period, 
as it for the first time displayed corruption in a broad and gla- 
iang light, to the details of which the people had hitherto been 
unaccustomed. It has passed through no fewer than four 
editions. 

In 1788 appeared "Wiltshire, extracted from the Domesday 
Boiok; to which is added, a Translation of the original Latin 
into English, with an Index, in which are adapted the modem 
Names to the Ai^ent; and with a Preface, in which is included 
si Plan for a General Meeting of the County." His last work, 
watt ** A Picture of the Isle of Wight,'' an Svo volume, which 
a{>pearedin 1794. 

Mr. Wyndham died at his house in the city of Salisbury, in 
die spring of 1819, at the mature age of 83. 



No. V. 

Rt. Rev. JOHN PARSONS, D.D. 
Lord Bishop of PETERBOROUGH. 

De. Paiisqns was a liative of Oxford, a place always dear to 
him, being connected both with the city and university by the 
strongest ti^ of acfi^ction and attachment. He was borri in 
the parish of St, Aldate, Jiily 6. 1761, and was first placed at 
the school belonging tb the cathedral ; thence he was removed 
in a short time to that of Magdalen-Cdllege. To WadKam- 
CoUeg^ Mr. Pai-isknis waSi admitted in i 777, arid efectfed a" 
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scholar three years after. The following are the precise dotef 
of his academical degrees: B. A., June 27, 1782; M. A*i 
December 17, 1785; B.D., April 21> 1799^ D.D., April 30, 
1799. . '. 

In 1785, the subject of this short memoir became, in du« 
rotation, a fellow of Wadham- College, and soon after, cffiuthe 
presentation of that society, obtained the livings of AU-Saint^ 
and St. Leonard's, Colchester. In 1798, he retumtd tp Ox^ ' 
ford, in consequence of being chosen Master of BalijOl; and 
was admitted to the office of Vice-Chancellor. After th^ 
lapse of about ten years, the deanery of Bristol was conferred 
by the crown ; and on the 12th of December, 1813, the Doctor 
was consecrated l^ishop of Peterborough, a see less celebratjed 
for its opulence than the piety and respectability of its prelates. 

After a possession of about six years, his lordship was seized 
with the rheumatic gout; this, after many sevCTe and agonising 
paroxysms, carried him off, at his lodgings in Baliol College^ 
March 12, 1819, in the 58th year of his age. 

The Bishop of Peterborough has left an afflicted widow, but 
no children, behind him. Of literary compositions, avowed 
by this worthy dignitary of the Church of England, we know 
only of two sermons; one preached on a fast-day (March 20j^ 
1811) before the House of Commons: the other before ther 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in foreign Parts, 
published in 1819. 

The following letter, addressed by the Rev. Edward Patteson, 
M. A. to a celebrated civilian, conveys a high idea of the 
worth and talents of the departed and lamented prelate^ 

To the Right Hon, Sir JVilliam Scott, D. C. L. Bepresentatipe 

in Parliament for the University of Oxford^ £^c* 

Sib, 

" I RESPECTFULLY submit to your perusal aa {attempt to 

appjreciate the virtues of a departed friend, fot whom yoii are 

knowii to have entertained a high and merited regard. It was 

hastily traced out, immediately on his decease, undet the im^ 

pulse of feelings natural, on such an bccasion, to an uninter- 
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temipted attachment of many years: biit neither the subsidence 
of the first wannth of those feelings, nor the deliberate scrutiny 
of many successive revisions, has induced me to apprehend, 
that, in any one poii^t, my representation has exceeded the 
truth* 

<' I am sensible, that, in having aspired not only to delineate 
such a character, but to solicit the inspection of a most accurate 
judge both of the subject and the execution, I may have laid 
myself open to the charge of presumption. But I shall not 
waste your time in apologies. If the portrait be at last defect- 
ive, the &ilure on my part is without excuse. If it be faithful, 
I am well assured, that no man living will contemplate it with 
more pleasure, than Sir William Scott. 

" The Right Reverend John Parsons, D. D. late Bishop of 
Peterborough, ^d Master of Baliol College in the University 
of Oxford, was one of those rare and remarkable men, who 
appear to have been bom, not so much to extend the limits of 
any particular species of knowledge, as to promote the cul- 
tivation of good sense and right feeling in every department of 
life. Of many not undistinguished persons, it is but too justly 
suspected, that the hope of distinction alone rendered them 
what they were: of Dr. Parsons it may be truly affirmed, that 
he rose to distinction, because he would not, in any circum- 
stances, have been otlier than he was. His qualities were not 
of a nature to be assumed ; nor his system of conduct such, as * 
the views of latent ambition could have prompted. To he 
usefid^ was the great aim of his life: and the general persuasion, 
how eminently nature and experience had empowered him to 
be useful, was now fidly established, when th,e hopes which it 
had raised were extinguished by his death. 

" Deeply and sincerely, by those who stood near to him, 
will his decease be lamented ; but far wider is the sphere, in 
which it wiU be most permanently felt. The sorrows of private 
firiendship will die with the passing generation; but that the 
public career of the Bishop of Peterborough should have been 
prematurely terminated, will be regretted by every true fi*iend 
to our ecclesiastical and civil establbhments, for generations to 
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come. In him, his college has lost a second foimder; the 
imiversity, a reformer of its abuses, a strict enforcer of its dis- 
cipline, an able champion of its privileges, and a main pillar 
of its reputation; the public charities, a liberal contributor, and 
a powerfiil advocate; the Church of England, a conscientious 
professor of its doctrines, and a temperate but firm defender 
of its rights ; the House of Peers, a discerning, upright, and 
active senator; and the nation at large, a true, loyal, and sober 
patriot. 

" It was his peculiar felicity to leave, in every station which 
he successively filled, indeliUe traces both of his taleaits and 
his worth. The entire line of his progress was marked by a 
series of improvements ; of institutions reformed ; of revenues 
augmented; of residences restored and embellished: and all 
this was effected by means not less creditably- to his inte^ty 
and benevolence, than to his judgment, perseverance, and 
energy. In his benefices, his edUegef his deanery, and his 
diocese, the thought of those, who might come after him, was 
ever present to his mind; and to their interest he often made 
large sacrifices of his own. 

The elevation of Dr. Parsons to the prelacy was equally 
honourable to the discernment which pointed out his merit, 
and to the choice which acknowledged it. Conferred without 
solicitation, it was accepted without the forfeiture of indepen- 
dence ; nor can any other motive be assigned for the appoint- 
ment, than a just sense of his peculiar fitness both to fulfil the 
duties of the episcopal office, and to sustain its dignity. 

" By those, whose opportunities of observing him were 
confined to his public functions and duties, the more soft and 
amiable features of his character were little understood. • The 
commanding vigour of his colloquial powers was felt by all who 
conversed with him ; but the lively narrative, the unstudied wit^ 
the playful and inofiensive gaiety which adorned and animated 
his private conversation, were known only to few; for in the 
mixed aiid varied circle of general society, his habits were ge- 
nerally serious, and sometimes reserved. 

" With a strength of intellect, of which he could not be 
unconscious, and a fr^e of nerves naturaUy firm, it is the less 
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suvprismg) that he should have possessed also that admkalila 
presence of mind, which enabled him, on many trying and 
delicate emergencies, to act with equal promptitude, spirit, and 
propriety. 

<^ As a coa(^utor in public business, he was neither forward 
to dictate, nor, when consulted, slow to suggest : but, wh^i an 
entire question was fairly before him, his decision was fcnmed 
without hesitaticm, and pronounced without fear. On the 
other hand, in collecting, weighing, and comparing evidence, he 
was patient and inde&tigable. Never would he consait to 
sanction gprave measures on questionable grounds ; to assign 
public rewards where no public service was proved ; or, (leaist 
of all,) to affix the stigma of delinquency, unless where a 
strong caise was clearly made out. 

<' He entertained a due respect for the opinicms and informf- 
adcai of others; but where &cts, testimony, and argument 
had fiiiled to convince him, it was vain to urge him with mere 
names and authorities, .excepting on subjects, remote from his 
own province or track of enquiry. His co-operation, there* 
fore, was only to be obtained by satisfying his judgment : and 
sudi was his penetoition, that any attempt to ensnare him by 
spi^try, or to work upon his feelings by imposture, was eK^ 
pos^ to certain detection. 

" Though resolute and tenacious where conscience was con- 
cerned, no man could be more unwilling to contend for trifles, 
but he ai^ously deprecated that false liberality, which, under 
the name of trifles^ is ready to abandon the most important 
outworks of the Church and State. To peace he was ready 
to. make my saorifice, but that of principle and the public 
good : and, wherever his situation gave him influence, it was 
for this ol^ect that he most delighted to exert it. Hence, it 
waa bis earnest endeavour to heal divisions, and to extingnish 
the spirit of party, in every society with which he became con- 
nected : and he made his own example eminently conducive to 
thi<»:end» by the strict impartiality of his regulations and 
decisions. 

" When placed where sectaries were numerous, and power- 
ful, he neither courted them by concessions, nor disgusted them 
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by useless hostility; and his conduct, however adverse to their 
views, conciliated their esteem. 

" Though he had not been long known to his clergy as their 
diocesan, they already appreciated his character^ and ^t the 
vidue of his paternal eounsris and care. A few years had 
taught them to r^ard his residence amongst them as a bless- 
ing, and the prospect of his removal as that of an impending 
misfortime. 

^^ As a preacher, his grave, dignified, and emphatic delivery 
was wdl suited to composiUons, of which i3ae purpose was to 
convince, not to attract applause : and it is highly reputable ta 
the Universjity of Oxford, that its pulpit was never more nume- 
rously attended, than whw he was expected to fill it. . 

" In the House of Peers, he was rather a hearer, than a 
speaker. Th«re, the due dispatch of business was his sole 
object; and, to his industry and perseverance in committees, 
his readiness in catching the true bearing of a question, and 
hifr acuteness in the detection of errors, they, who were accus- 
tomed to act with him) will bear ample testimony. 

" Where such is the intrinsic weight of character, the lustre, 
which it may derive from the friendship of other great and 
good men, is reflected upon themselves. Honourable, there- 
fore, as it was to the Bishop of P^jerborough, it was not to 
him alone honourable, that for many years he possessed equally 
the confidence of some persons, who filled the highest offices 
with dignity and credit, and of others, who, with no less dig- 
nity, had declined th^n. 

^^ Of such a man it is ahnost superfluous to record, that his 
faith as a Christian was sound, rational, and effective : — that 
what he taught, he believed ; and what he believed, he prac- 
tised. 

** When the religious opinions of other men, however op- 
posite to his own, appeared to him to be sincere, his dissent 
from them was ootisistent with rei^ect, and his disapprobation, 
with charity. But to the Establishm^it, in which he was bred, 
he. was no lukewarm friend. Whether he regarded, witib the 
.greater share of diread, an intolerant superstition, or e^ally 
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intolerant &natidsm, may reasonably be doubted : but certain 
it is, that he i^uld not contemplate the prevalence of either 
without serious alarm. 

<^ So earnest, indeed, was his solicitude to guard and main- 
tain what he considered as the best and purest form of Chris- 
tianity, and so well adapted was the turn of his mind, either 
to withstand the force, or to expose the artifices, of its assail- 
ants, that his decease cannot but be regarded as having left a 
void in die ranks of orthodoxy, not easily to be supplied. 

" Such, Sir, are my views of the conduct and character of 
the late Bishop of Peterborough. — What you thought of him 
generally, I have reason to know : and I therefore confidently 
hope, that you will not regard the particulars, here stated, as 
leither fictitious or overcharged. 

I am, with the highest respect. 
Sir, your obliged and most obedient Servant^ 
EDWARD PATTESON," 



NcVL 

Rt. Hon. THOMAS DE GREY, f. r. s. 
Second Lord WALSINGHAM. 

This nobleman, bom in 1748, was the only aon of Sir Wil- 
liam de Grey, for many years Lord Chief Justice of the Court 
t)f Common Pleas. On his resignation in 1780, that cele- 
brated lawyer obtained the title of Baron Walsingham, of 
Walsingham, in the county of Norfolk. 

The late Thomas Lord Walsingham was bred to the bar, 
' and acquired a habit of business in early life, that contributed 
not a little, both to his utility and advancement The first 
office held by him, while Mr. De Grey, was that of Under 
Secretary of State to Lord George Germaine, when that noble- 
man was nominated American Secretary. After being thus 
occupied for a few years, we afterwards find him actively em- 
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ployed as one of the Lords of Trade and Plantations, until 
that board experienced a total eclipse in consequence of the 
operation of an act of parliament (Mr, Burke's biU), which 
deprived the members of their salaries. 

In 1787, Lord Walsingham, who had succeeded to the 
family-honours, obtained the advantageous appointment of 
Joint Postmaster-General, which he held until 1 794; and it was 
during that pe^od, if we mistake not greatly, that the grand 
improvement, suggested by Mr. Palmer, took place in this de- 
partment Unhappily, they did not exactly accord on this 
subject 

In 1 795, being then out of employment, this nobleman was 
selected for the important office of Chairman of die Committee 
of Privileges of the House of Lords. Notwithstanding the 
occasional assistance of two barristers, this is an employment 
of great difficulty and delicacy, as all estate, naturalization, 
and private bills usually ori^nate in this house, and a daily 
attendance therefore becomes necessary, during a large portion 
of the session of Parliament In addition to this, to him was 
assigned the great and important employment of presiding at 
all committees, where the honours of the Peerage were claimed. 

The industry and abilities displayed by the noble chairman^ 
on every occasion, have always been acknowledged, not only 
by the candidates for the Peerage, but also by the numerous 
clients and their agents who solicited the various bills submit- 
ted to his inspection. Notwithstanding occasional fits of the 
gout, he wat punctual in his attendance, and not unfrequently 
was carried down with his legs wrapped in flannel, in order 
that the public business might not experience any delay from 
his corporeal infirmities. 

Tliis nobleman acted as chairman of the Committee of the 
Lords, in the trial of the late WaiTen Hastings, Esq. for high 
crimes and misdemeanours. It was not until the 13th of Apiilj 
1795, however, that he found an opportunity of delivering his 
own opinion on the resolutions entered into by the House, aur 
terior to a final decifiion. On this occasion, he la[mented, that 
he had been deprived of the power of speaking until then, bjr 
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his official engagem^its ; but added, that he would then take 
the opportunity of slatihg his opinion in the shortest possible 
tnannen 

<< The principle on which I mean to act, is this : to acquit 
Mr. Hastings wherever he appears to have acted directly for 
Ijhe public service, or wherever any doubt arose in point of 
law, of so critical a nature as that the most learned authoriti^ 
in the house differ in their construction of it Upon this prin- 
ciple I aequit him upon the Benares and B^um charges, be- 
cause he sought only the Company's advantage without any 
views of self-^interest: the same principle applies to the present 
given through Sandanund ; there is a difference in respect to 
the other presents." His lordship then stated his opinion in 
respect to the contracts, and concluded by saying that Mr. 
Hastings, " by the vigour of his mind, had preserved an 
empire to the naticm which, without tiiis, might have been lost 
for ever." "^ 

After an able and impartial speech, of which the above is a 
biief outline^ Lord Walsingham concluded by acquitting the 
prisoner on all the sixteen articles, the ninth only excepted: 
•** for having granted the opium contract to Stephen Sullivan, 
Esq, in 1781, upon terms glaringly extravagant and wantonly 
profuse." 

In 1816, his lordship was afflicted with a paralytic affection, 
in consequence of which he retired oil a pension, a moiety of 
which was reversionary to his family. His Lordship died at 
his house at Old Windsor, January 16, 1818, after a long and 
painful illness. 

Lord Walsingham who, in addition to the offices already 
mentioned, enjoyed that of Ck)mptrolier of the First Fruits and 
Tenths, was exceedingly wealthy, hfs persbniil property alone 
^Amounting to near 200,000/. Am(»ig other pecuiiiary be- 
quests, he has left a legacy of 100 guineas to testify his esteem 
for his old friend^ the Lord Chancellor Eldbn. 

This hobleman> for a long series of years, stood high in th^ 
eonfidience, both of the King and Queeiv. 
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ANALYSIS 

OF 

RECENT BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS- 



No- !• 
Memoirs of Jouvf Duke of MARLBOROUGH; with his 

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE : COLLECTED FROM THE FAMILY 
RECORDS, &C. AT BlENHEIM, AND OTHER AUTHENTIC 

SOURCES. Illustrated with portraits, maps, and mili- 
tary PLANS. By William Coxe, M» A. F. R. S. F. S. A, 
Archdeacon of Wilts. 3 vols. 45to. 1818-19. 

JT HIS splendid work, partly composed under the auspices of 
the late Duke of Marlborough, is dedicated to the present, 
who has recently afforded a proof of his veneration to the 
hero of these volume by a^sumipg the name and arms of 
Churchill. 

It is no }e$s $urf^ising than true, that until now, no regular 
authentic biography of the great <Jcim Duke of Marlborough' 
has made its appearance, notwithstanding materials, both ori- 
ginal and authentic, have ever existed in great abundance. 
Sarah, his surviving Duchess, was always anxious diat a tri- 
bute of Uiis kind should be paid to the memory of her consort, 
and, long be&re her, death, collected and con^iled numerous 
matmals for a life of the most spl^idid milif^ury character of 
that age. To Glover, and Mallet, she entrusted her manu- 
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cripts, and assigned by will, the sum of 10002., as a compens* 
ation for their literary lalxmrs. One condition however was 
sufficient to deter any prudent man from such an arduous 
task : viz., " that the work should be approved by her execu- 
tors ;" another, of a different nature, might have been easily 
complied with : *^ that it should not contain a single line of 
verse." 

On the death of the two gentlemen, alluded to above, the 
papa*s were restored to the family ; and, having been once more 
deposited at Blenheim, were regularly arranged, by order of 
the late Duke. An accidental conversation with Lord Charles 
Spenser, led to an application to his father for permission to 
examine these documents; and a nearer view of this rich 
collection strengthened the wish of our author to become the 
biographer of their distinguished ancestor. 

*^ My object was," observes he in the preface, " not merely 
to exhibit the Duke of Marlborough as a general, but also as 
a statesman, and a negotiator. It was no less my wish to de- 
lineate his character as a man, and to exhibit those qualities of 
his mind, and heart, which have either been misrepresented, 
or passed without notice. 

** In fulfilling my task, I have endeavoured to avoid toi error, 
ioo common with biographers, who often hold forth the subject 
of their memoirs as a perfect being, like a lover of romance. 
Without frailty or blemish. On the contrary, I have not hesi- 
tated to bring to light those feelings with which the virtues, and 
the talents of the Duke of Marlborough were blaided. In 
particular, I have not attempted to conceal or palliate his 
clandestine correspondence with his former sovereign and bene- 
&ctor. This intercourse, although misrepresented, and exag- 
gerated in the garbled pages of Macpherson and Dalrymple, is 
an historical fact, too well authenticated to be either contro- 
verted or denied. I have, however, scrutinised his views and 
motives, and I trust have shown that he never entertained a 
serious wish for the return of James II. or the pretender; 
, but that in common with many other persons of all ranks and 
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conditioiis he was merely anxious to secure pardon in case of a 
counter-revolution. 

. *^ In the materials to which I haye reoou^rse, '' adds he, spon 
after, << I may deem mysdf particularly fortunate. Nothifig 
perhaps shows the character of an indiyidual, and his true 
motives of action, more than his confidential letters, which 
were neither expected or intended to meet die public eye. 
Of this kind is the greater part of the Duke's correspcmdence^ 
consisting principally of his private communications^ ¥rith. the 
Duchess and the Treasurer. To bring therefore these 
memoirs, as nearly as possiUe, to that species of biography 
which is at once the most interesting and instructive; I have 
^ideavoured to render him his own historian, by adopdng, on 
every important occasion, his unaffected and e3q>ressive lan- 
guage, and blending the correspondence with the narrative." 

It might be deemed tedious here, to aiumerate either the 
various persons, or the mass of authentic documents, applied 
to and perused by Mr. Coxe. No authcHr has ever, been more 
fortunate, in respect to this most essential article. 

He traces the Churchill fiunily troM the period of the con- 
quest, Roger de Courcil, or Courselle, a Norman Baron, who 
accompanied William, being originally descended fi*om the 
Courcils of Poitou. This chief, appears to have been liberally 
rewarded for his valour, by certain grants of land ; and his de- 
scendants, at the time of the unhappy civil wars, took part 
with Charles I. against the parliament. 

John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, was the secpnd son 
of Sir Winston Churchill, Knight, who had suffered greatly 
during the civil wars, by siding with Charles I. He was bom 
at Ashe, on the 24th of June, 1650; and his elder brother, 
Winston, having died in his in&ncy, he of course became 
heir to the declining fortunes of this ancient house. In respect 
to his education, it is only known that the illustrious subject 
of this memoir was brought up under the care of his fiitha^, 
who was himself a man of letters, and well versed in, histc»y. 
He was also, for a time, instructed in the rudimaits of human 
knowledge by a neighbouring clergyman,. after which, he was 
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placed sometime at ^ sohodl of St. Faiil% mider Dr. Cnrni^ 
Jeholm,thenhigh.master. 

Althougb his hA&t, Sir Winstun, was not lioh, yet he ap- 
pears to have possessed oonnderable intepest. This was 
exerted so sucoes^lly, thai his only daughter, ArabdU) was 
introduoed at court soon after the restoration, as maid of 
honour to the first Duchess of York; while John was ap* 
pointed page of honour to the Duke* 

Having evinced his military ardour, in the pres^ce of his 
patron, (afterwards James II.) that Prince presented him with a 
pair ct colours in one of the two regiments of footrguanb, 
wboi he was only sixteen yearsof age* 

His first campaign was spent at the siege of Tangier, then 
be^^ed by the Moors; his next, on the continent, under the 
Duke €f Monmouth,, who, soon after the ddbarcation, ^p* 
pointed him a Captain of grenadiers^ in his own r^im^it. 
It was at the siege of Nimeguen that the youthful warricu" 
first attracted the discerning eye of Turenne, who, firom that 
period, always spoke of him by the familiar s^pdlation of his 
'^ handsome Englishman.'' Next year, he signalised himself 
befaore Maestricht, by planting a banner on the ranqmrt; for 
which s^rice he received the thanks of Louis XIV. at the 
head of the army ; and when the Duke of Monmouth, cm his 
return, presented him to Charles II., he concluded his eulogium, 
on t|ie merits df the young warrior, by adding: ^* to the brar> 
very of this gallant officer I owe my life." 

We are^bnt httie astoni&iied, therefore, to find, that in 
1674, young Churchill was nominated, by Louis, Colonel of an^ 
English regiment; and, in this new capacity, was present at 
the battle of Linssheim. 

Passing over the irregularities that occurred during the 
jEervour of youth, and were but too nnich countenanced by the 
dissolute manners c^ the age in whidi he lived, we proceed to 
his alliance with Sarah, the younger dmi^ter of Richard 
Jennings, Esq. of Sandridge^ near St Alhan's, a ge^Ieman 
ol iM^^i A^ distinguished lineage. Tim lady had been in- 
troduced to die court of the Dodiess of York, at the eariy age 
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qS twelte^ and soon became the con^wiiion and friend of the 
Princess Anne, afterwards Queen. In the midst of a licentioiis 
circle she maintained an unspotted reputation, and was not 
less respected for the ^udence and propriety oS her conduct^ 
than the charms of her person, and the vivacity of her convers- 
ation. Their marriage took place in 1678, at a period when^ 
they were both poor ; but he soon after obtained a regiment, 
and, at length, acquired not only indqiendence but atf u- 
ence. Nearly at the same period. Colonel Churchill was sent 
cm a secret misskm to the Prince oS Orange ; end we leam. 
that the alliance offensive, and defensive, proposed by &t 
William Temple, with the United Provinces, proceeded from 
a recent umbrage taken by Charles and his brother to the 
Frrach Kmg, <^ finr reftising to encrease the pensions by which 
he had purchased their connivance at his ambitious designs." 
On thisoccasicm, he was appointed to the command of a bri* 
gade in Flanders; but a speedy accommodation soon enabled 
him to return home, to enjoy the society of a beloved wife. 
: We now find General Churchill attending the Duke of 
York, during his various peregrinations ; and he was about 
this period, throu^ his Royal Highness's influence, a peer of 
Scotland, by the tide of IxHrd Churchill, of Ayemouth. Mean- 
yirbSie the &vours, conferred on him l^ that Prince, w^re 
equally singular and diitai^uished; extending even to the pre* 
servation of his life, during the wreck of the Gloucester Yacht, 
in Yarmouth-roads. Lady Chiu*diill became the confidential 
fijend of the Princess Anne; and, in order to lay aside all pos- 
sible restraint, her Royal Highness, in her correspondence, 
assumed a feigned name. 

On tiie accession of James II., lK)rd Churchill was created 
a British peer, and distinguished hy many other marks of the 
royal fevour; amoi^ which may be redeemed, an embassy 
to Paris, to notify His Mf^esty's accession to the French 
monarch. On this latter occasion, however, he appears to have 
ii^imated to Lord Galway, ^ that if the King, (James IL) 
should attempt to change our religion and constitution, he 
would instaiitly quit his service.** 
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. After the battle of Sedgemodr, in which Lord Churchill 
*; j^isdnguished himself, and was rewarded for his services with 
the colonelcy of the 3d troop of horse-guards, he appears to 
have been aware of the &te that awaited his royal master, in 
consequence of the countenance afforded by His Majesty to 
the ** Papists." Accordingly, he was one of the first who, 
made overtures to the Prince of Orange, and, at the same time, 
announced the ^* determination of the Princess Anne, rather 
to abandon her misguided father than to sacrifice her religion t" 
a resolution, it is added, *^ to which his exhortations, as well 
as those of his lady, had essentially contributed.'' 

On the landing of William, he immediately joined his ban- 
ners, while Lady Churchill, assisted by the Bishop of London, 
conducted the daughter of the abdicated James to the camp of 
his son-in-law. Soon after this, her husband was nominated 
a lord of the bed-chamber, sworn in a member of the Privy- 
Council, and raised to the dignity of Earl of Marlborough. 
Having now obtained the confidence of the new sovereign, the 
subject of this memoir was sent to Ireland, and here he greatly 
distinguished himself by the reduction of Cork and Ejnsale. 
In the midst, however, of all the favour thus munificently be- 
stowed, it appears that both heandGodolphin,thelord-treasurer, 
actuaUy entered into a secret and treasonable correspondence 
with the exiled king, after having powerfiilly and successfiiUy 
oontributed to the stability of the throne of William III. 

In 1 692, we find the Earl of Marlborough not only disgraced, 
but sent a close prisoner to the Tower; and when, at length, 
admitted to bail, his name was struck from the list of privy- 
councillors. In the coiurse of a short time, however, we dis- 
cover this wonderftd man, not only restored to his military 
rank and anployments, but made governor to the Duke of 
Gloucester. Soon after this, his two daughters, the ladies 
Henrietta and Anne, were married to Mr. Godolphin and Lord 
Spencer. 

" Lord Spencer," we are told, " was highly favoured by 
nature, and no less liberally gift;ed with intellectual endowments, 
which he had improved by assiduous study. He was remark- 
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able for a stateness above his years ; but in him^ a^bold and 
impetuous spirit was concealed under a cold ^nd reserved ex- 
terior. Imbued with that ardent love of liberty which the 
youthful mind generally draws from the writers of Greece and 
Rome, and educated amidst the effervescence which produced 
the Revolution, he was a zealous champion of the Whig doc- 
trines, in their most enlarged sense. Associating with the 
remnant of republicans who had survived the commonwealth 
he caught their spirit He was an animated speaker : and, in 
the warmth of debate, disdained to spare the prejudices or 
failings, even of those with whom he was most intimately con- 
nected. His political idol was Lord Somers, though he wanted 
both the prudence and temper of so distinguished a leader. 
The deportment of the young nobleman in private life," it is 
added, '^ was ill calculated to win the esteem of those, who 
could iiot regard with indulgence the defects of his public 
character. Abhorring the shadow of adulation, he carried bis 
freedom of speech to a degree of bluntness which was o&xsx 
offensive." 

Meanwhile, his father-in-law accompanied William to the 
Netherlands, who invested him with high powers, both poli- 
tical and military. On the demise of James II., Louis XIV. 
acknowledged his son as King of England, and thus rendered 
a war inevitable. 

Meanwhile, William HI. expired in the 52d year of his age; 
and, on this occasion, magnanimously forgetting all his pre- 
judices against Marlborough, his dying request to his successor 
was, to recommend him ** as the most proper person in her 
dominions, to lead her armies and direct her counsels." 

Accordingly, he now commenced a ^career of victory, unex- 
ampled in our history. Having repaired to the alKed army 
on the Continent, he was at first prevented from engaging in 
many enterprises, equally useful and brilliant, by the Dutch 
field-deputies ; but we pass over both the impediments which 
he experienced and the triumphs he achieved until August 15, 
1704, when, afler effecting the passage of the Danube, he 
gained the battle of Blenheim. Between eleven ^md twelve 
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thousand of the enemy, together with their general Tallard, 
were made primers on this memorable occasion; and the 
effects produced by the victory are incalculable. *< During 
the whde of this tremendous conflict,^ observes our author, 
*^ the Duke of Marlborough exerted himself with his charac- 
teristic coolness, vigilance, and energy, superintending the 
manoeuvres, in every part, and aj^pearing in every point where 
the p^resence of the general was necessary tp revive the courage, 
to restore the order, or to direct the attack of his troops. The 
author of the ^ Campaign' (Addison) has caught the spirit of 
his hero, and described the efifects of his superintending di- 
rection, in language equal to the subject** 

On his return to England, Marlborough, who had already 
€)btained a dukedom^ was distinguished by accumulated honours 
and rewards. TBe Quera inunediately conferred on him the 
manor of Woodstock, and ordered the palace of Blenheim to 
be built for his residence, under the inspection of Sir John 
Vanburgh, who furnished the plans. The Emperor of Ger* 
many, at the same time, to demonstrate his gratitude, made 
him an offer of a patent as a Prince of the Empire, with a grant 
of Munderkingen, which was afterwards exchanged for the 
lordship of Mindlebeim* In 1705, we find him at the head 
of the allied army, forcing the French lines at Heilesheim, and 
defisating the enemy, whom he afterwards drove beyond (he 
Dyle. 

The battle of RamiUes, gained in 1706, cost the enemy 
13,000 in killed, wounded, and prisoners ; the desertion that 
followed swelled their loss to 15,000; many distinguished 
French officers were taken prisoners, while the spmls of this 
memorable day amounted to 80 standards, and almost all the 
Frendi artillery and baggage. The surrender of Brussels, 
Ghent, and Antwerp, followed soon after. This produced an 
extensicm, oa the part of the Queen, of the ducal title to the 
female, line, and a collfU;^r«l entail of BlenheWy together with 
a pension of 5000/. 

The campaign of 1708 was chi^y occupied with grand 
manwivres and si^^ges, for the battle of OiideniMrde was not so 
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decbhre^ as might htcvt h^m eiqieet^ in con^equaioe of the 
intenrention of night Hie Dulce of Martbotough having, at 
length, established his line betweai Chobon and Di^enbech, 
prepared fyt a complete victory ; to avert which V^idome dis* * 
momitedifrom his h(^^ and led on the etiemy near Mtdlen, 
to the rescue of theii* companions; but all his effi)rt8 proved 
but of little avails 

.^^ In this crisis, darkness enrdoped the contending hosts, 
and the positions wefe discernible only by the flashes of mus- 
ketry, which roUed round the narrowing cirde of the devote 
army, till the right of Eugene and' the left of the Prince of 
Orange approached the same point. They mistook each other 
for enemies, £Cnd their conflict might have produced the most 
deplorable effects amidst the victorious ranks, had not the 
generals exerted themsdves with imusual acti\dty, to put a 
timely stop to the fire. About nine, orders were given to the 
troops, to halt as they stood, and sufler the enemy to escape, 
rather than expose themselves to mutual destruction. To thb 
order, numbers of the aiemy owed their safety. Favoured by 
the obscurity, the broken corps forced their way in tumidtuous 
crowds, as they were impelled by fear or despair. Some thou- 
sands slipped unperceived through an opening in the allied 
lines, near the castle of Bevere, and directed their flight to- 
wards the French frontier : others endeavoured to rejoin their 
left wing, in the direction of Mullem ; and a considerable num- 
ber wanderied to the posts of the allies, and were captured." 

The bravery of the E^i^h general on this occasion could 
only be equalled by his humanity ; for on perceiving next 
morning a prodigious number of wounded of difi^rent nations, 
enveloped in carnage, and surrounded with die wreck of war, 
he gave orders " to collect the survivors, and to bestow on all, 
Witliout distinction, the care and relief whidh drcumstanceii 
would permit. The agonies of suffering nature," it is added, 
<^ were tfius soothed, and many were snatehed from a lingering 
altd pmnfiil death, to acknowledge the benefie^ce and hlesk 
ike mesne of their conqUferbr*" 
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The iSxrd volume of this respectable work affords the most 
ample and curious account of the petty intrigues that prevuled 
in the court of Queen Anne ; the jealousies of the Whigs, who 
had lost Her Migesty's &your, and the petty perplexities of 
the greatest general of his age, who dreaded the influence of 
Mrs. Masham fiur more than the armies of Louis XIV., and 
courted the smiles of his duchess with still greater ardour than 
glory itsel£ We find, that this spirited dame and her son-in- 
law, Godolphin, were now both in disgrace ; while Oxford and 
Bolingbroke, through the agency of the female alluded to 
above, monppolised the entire favour of the Queen, who had 
consented to a secret and dishonourable negociation with 
France, without the privity of the renowned commander, who 
had so often led the armies of the allies to victory. 

This great general, however, was still continued in the 
command, and, in the campaign of 1709, besieged and took 
Toumay. The battle of Malplaquet and the capture of Mons 
added to his laurels. In 1710, he once more took the field, 
forced the French lines by a series of masterly manoeuvres, and 
besieged Douay and Fort Scarpe, in presence of a superior 
enemy, with his usual success. But he was foiled less by Mar- 
shal Villars Chan the intrigues of his own court, in his designs 
against Arras, and his intentions of penetrating into the heart 
of France. 

In 17II9 all his plans were deranged, and all his hopes 
blasted^ by the suddai demise of the Emperor of Germany. 
The capture of Bouchain, accompanied by his generous inter- 
position in favour of Fenelon, terminated the military career of 
this hero, whose glory experienced a sudden eclipse : for he 
was charged with firaud and peculation, dismissed from ali his 
employments., and, with some difficulty, obtained a passport 
for the continent, where he actually lived as an exile, in great 
obscurity. 

On the accession of George I., the Duke returned to his 
native land, was re-invested with the oiffice of commander-in- 
chie^ and died, immensely rich, June 16, 17SS> in the 7td 
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year of his age, after having been some years afflicted with the 
palsy, and reduced to the most deplorable state of imbecility. 

Mr, Coxe, in the concluding chapter, presents us with a 
very fair and impartial account of his hero. As a private indi* 
vidual, we are assured that he exhibited all the domestic vir- 
tues in an eminent degree, being a dutiAil son, a tender hus- 
band, an affectionate father, a firm friend, and an indulgent 
master. He is allowed by all to have possessed the graces ; and 
is here praised '^ for his generous magnanimity." ^' Human 
nature, however," adds his biographer, ^^ is hot perfect, and 
it is with regret we acknowledge, that one virtue was wanting 
to the Duke of Marlborough, which we naturally attach to the 
character of a great man. This was a want of liberality, 
which in him amounted to parsimony." It is also admitted, 
tlibt his political career was not free froi^ blemish, in conse- 
quence of his clandestine correspondence with the exiled fiunily; 
but as a warrior, his praise is unbounded, while the familiar 
appellation of " Corporal John" serves to denote the love borne 
him by the army. Even Bolingbroke, after his death, ac- 
knowledges him to be the ^* greatest general and the greatest 
minister, that our country, or any other, has produced." 

We lament that we are unable to consign a longer space to 
the notice of a work, which fills up an important chasm in 
British biography. We congratulate the Archdeacon on the 
conclusion of his labours, and differ only with him in respect 
to his opinion of the Duchess of Marlborough, whose faults 
he carefully enumerates without, perhaps, doing sufficient jus- 
tice to her talents, her merits^ and her public spirit. 
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No. 11. 
Letters from the ABBE EDGEWORTH to his Friends, 

WRITTEN BETWEEN THE YeaRS 1777 AND 1807; WITH ME- 
MOIRS OP HIS Life, including some Account of the late 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Cork, Dr. Moylan, and 
Letters to him from the Rt. Hon. Edmund Burke, 
AND other Persons op Distinction. — Br the Rev. 
Thomas R. England. 8vo. 1818. 

xlENRY Essex Edgeworth, generally known here as the 
^' Abbe Edgeworth,'' was bom in Edgeworth's town in Ireland, 
some time in the year 1745. Robert his &ther, a clergyman 
of the established church, and for some time Rector of Edge- 
worth's town in the county of Longford, married Miss Usher, 
a grand-daughter of the celebrated archbishop of that name. 
Having resigned his preferment, he left Ireland in 1749, and 
became a convert to the religion of the church of Rome. Some 
landed property appertaining to him in his native county was 
afterwards scdd, and Henry, at his ordination, assumed the 
title of Abbe de Fermont, from the name of one o£ those &rms. 

After residing some time at Toulouse, where he completed 
the usual course of belleiHlettres and rhetoric^ at the instance 
of the late Dr. Moylan, afterwards titular Bishop of Cork, the 
'subject of this memoir was sent to Paris, and, while there, re- 
sided in the sanihary of Trente^Trois, while he attended at the 
philosophical and theological lectures at the colleges of Navarre 
and the Sorbonne. 

In due time, the young student was ordained a priest, on 
which he removed to the seminary otLes Missions Etrar^eresy 
Bue de Baeq. ^^ Each morning found him in the tribunal of 
penance, the patient confessor, the zealous instnictor, the 
lueek ^nd humble spiritual director and friend of all who sought 
liis assistance or counsel." 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ABBE EDGEWORTH. 449 

During the " reign of terror," this pious minister of the ' 
gospel was nominated by the Archbishop of Paris to superin- 
tend his diocese ; and he was soon after recommended by the 
good and virtuous Prkicess Elizab^h to the notice of Louis 
XVI., at whose execution he assisted in quality of confessor. 
^ mention c^ the melancholy particulars of that day is here 
made: we find, however, .that his body was sprinkled with 
royal blood, and being dressed, not in canonicalsy but in a 
common surtout, he escaped without any difficulty from the 
fatal scaffold, and was soon lost in the crowd. 
. AfW experiencing a variety o( perils, the good Abbe found 
means to. leave France, and was soon afler taken under tjie 
prQtection of Louis XVII L, whom he. accompanied to Mittavi 
in Coutland. In 1800, he observes in a letter to a corres- 
pondent, " I am confident that the French will, sooner or 
later, return to their former masters, though it be impossible 
at present, to say by what means or when." Of his present 
majesty, he expresses himself thtis in 1804: " The King is 
not only a believer, but to the whole extent of the word, a truly 
religious prince, widowed with every virtue that makes (adorns) 
the saints, aiKl with a capacity faar superior to what I have met 
with in aXky other men (man) upon earth. Unfortunately, he 
is, as to body, of a most corpulent disposition, which renders 
him less fit than he would otherwise be for restoring matters in 
JFrance." 

This pious and worthy clergyman was seized with the gziol- 
fever, in c(Misequence of his attentions to the French priscmers 
at Mittau, where he died after a short illness, on May 22, 1807. 
On this occasion, the Duchess of Angouleme administered his 
medicines to him with her own hand. 
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' No-IIL 

Thp Miscellaneous Works, in Piio^ ani> VeUSe, o» 
GEORGE HARDINGE, Esg. M,A. F.S.A. SENioft 
Justice of the Counties of Brecon, Glamorgan, ani> 
Radnor. SvoIs. 8vo. 

jN OTWITHSTANDING We have already presented our readers 
with a memoir of this gentleman, (see Vol. II.) yet we gladly 
rectir to the work now before us, as it contains full and 
authentic materials for a complete life. Indeed his biogra- 
pher^ in addition to his own resources, has been assisted by the 
fiunily ; both the brother, and nephew of the deceased having 
readily furnished all the information in their power. 

As we have already stated the particulars of Mr. Hardinge^s 
4»irth, and education, it only remains to record the maimer of 
bis death, accompanied by a very favourable sketch of his 
character, which has been partly suggested by many amiable 
qualities, and partly by the partiality of Mr. Nichols' friend- 
ship. " In the latter end of March, 1816, Mr. Justice Har- 
dinge set out on the business of the circuit. In some letters, 
previous to his quitting home, he told his friends, that he was 
suffering from a heavy cold; which, to use his own words,, 
had not * separated his nose from the fire :* but he was first 
taken seriously ill at Ross. 

" The immediate cause of his clecease was an infian&nation 
of the pleura ; and it is probable that his personal exposure to 
the Easterly winds then prevalent was the inducing cause of 
the unfortunate attack. He had also suffered much by a &I1 
from his horse (being partial to that exercise, he often took 
long journeys on horseback, attended only by his valet), which 
was supposed to have hastened his death. 

« On his journey to Cardiff he increased his cold in that 
degree that he could not act in Iris judicial capacity. Yet he 
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went on his Circuit, through Brecon, to Presteigne ; where, on 
his arrival, he was attended by a physician : but the disorder 
had become a confirmed pleurisy, and was at such a height 
that relief from bleeding was ineffectual. It was tried; but 
the fever was at this time very great, and he complained of it. 
" He died at Presteigne, April 26, 1816, in die 72d year 
of his age ; leaving behind him the character of possessing, 
rather than profiting by, great talents. 

" From his fiither, he enjoyed a very good hereditary estate; 
and with his wife, who still survives him, he obtained a very 
handsome dower. Either or both of these circumstances, 
united with a strong love for independence, might have ren- 
dered him less anxious for advancement. 

" Mr. Hardinge seems to have had some forebodings of the 
melancholy event which took him from his friends and the 
world. 

^* In one of his latest letters to Lady Knowles, he says, 
* I despair of taking leave of Davies, until the undertaker is 
waiting for me.' He had proposed to visit at Kingsland the 
shrine of Dr. Davies. His remains passed through Kings- 
land, to be interred with those of his family at KingstoUf-upon- 
Thames. 

" A melancholy association with the recollection of the in- 
tended visit to the tomb of his last favoured hero of Taste and 
Virtue is formed in the mind : and painful moral feelings of 
regret arise, which teach us more forcibly to remember that — 
man proposes, but God disposes. 

" Mr. Hardinge was rather short of stature, but very hand- 
some, with a countenance expressive of the good qualities he 
possessed. His temper was admirably, and his perseverance 
in the cause of those he protected most extraordinary and ex- 
emplary. 

" When we consider that few live to the advanced age Mr. 
Hardinge attained without sustaining a loss in some material 
faculty, we shall more highly prize the rare gifts he enjoyed, 
both mentally aiid bodily; for, excepting the wrinkles and 
grey hairs which hoary time by its iron grasp wiU leave to the 
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Strongest, his life may be said to have beefi mental youth, and 
liis death a short interruption and passage to that blessed state 
of perfection which his goodness and philanthropy sought after 
while on earth. 

" As a Christian, Mr, Hardinge, in all circumstances, and 
in every part of his life, appears to have been a steady believer; 
and, at times, pious and devout in the extreme, 

" In the character of a Judge he was irreproachable ; and 
his various charges for many years, at the different assizes m 
Wales, are admirable. 

" In that respectable function, one of the latest acts of his 
life was the sifting to the bottom the grounds upon which aft 
judges before his time had charged juries in cases of child- 
murder. Some excellent notes for a charge were prepared 
by the benevolent judge in April, 1816, not many days before 
his decease ; but he did not live to deliver it. 

" Mr. Hardinge's ideas on this subject were fully confirmed 
by the unquej^onable concun-ent opinions of several profession"- 
al gentlemen of first-rate eminence : and that this in^ortant 
subject had long before excited his attention, will appear from 
a letter addressed in 1805 to Dr. Horsley, then Bishop of Su 
Asaph. 

** Mr. Hardinge had brilliant tjdents, and a power of show*- 
ing them so as to afford to his companions and correspondents 
the greatest gratification. 

" The talent of society he possessed in an eminent degree ; 
and the rank which he held among the wits of this day, and 
the illustrious personages by whom he was admitted into fa-- 
miliarity, sufficiently evince how much, in conversation at leasts 
he must have displayed the gentleman and the scholar. 

** In conversation indeed he had few equals ; as he had an 
astonishing flow and choice of words, and an animated delivery 
of them, such as few persons possess. He delighted in plea- 
santries, and always afforded to his audlloi^s an abundance of 
mirth and entertainment, as well as information. 

" His pa^^on for the Muses commenced in infancy ; and 
continued to the close of life. 

13 
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** The correspondence of Mr. Hardinge was most extensive* 
His Letters were extraordinary, from theil* wit, fancy, and 
gaiety. They seemed to be the productions of a youth of 
twenty, rather than a man upwards of sixty years of age. Of 
his various compositions his Letters were pre-eminent. 

** Notwithstanding his talents and acquirements, he had a 
rare humility for an author, being ready at all times to adopt 
the suggestions of his friends, in preference to his own expres- 
sions. Of tliis he gave a striking proof, in permitting m« to 
expunge some unpleasant reflections on. a deceased comment- , 
ator on ShaJcspeare^ for whom I had a great respect, and whom 
"he had treated somewhat too cavalierly. 

** On the suggestion of a gentleman on whose judgment he 
had great reliance, he destroyed one of his early productions, 
on which he had bestowed much labour. 

^* Mr. Hardinge, like the generality of mankind, was not 
without his failings. Men of genius are often negligent in 
concerns they deem trivial. Anxious as he was that his own 
literary productions should be preserved, his inattention to 
their preservation is much to be lamented. 

** Those who were in habits of intimacy with him must have 
experienced the frequency with which he requested the loan of 
books; and sometimes the difliculty dT recovering them from 
what he called * the Chaos of his library.* 

" But, whatever were his merits or his defers, they were 
gready overbalanced by his active benevolence. By ardent zeal 
«nd perseverance he obtained inmiense sums by subscription, for 
such persons as he thought worthy of his protection. This 
activity of friendship, almost always successful, was the princi- 
pal feature in his character. It was wholly disinterested; it was 
noble and ought to be held forth to general example." 

We lament exceedingly that the circumsmbed limits of our 
review will not afford space sufficient to enter into a detailed 
account of the varioils productions contained in these three vo- 
lumes. We willingly, however, bear testimony to that high sense 
of delicacy, which induced his worthy biographer to suppress 
the papers reflecting on Mr. Malone, and his literary labours* 

G G 3 
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FOR 1819. 

COMPILS0 IN PART FROM ORIGINAL PAPERS, AND IN PART 
FROM CONTEMPORARY PUBLICATIONS. 



A. 



ANSON, Right Honourable Thomas, 
Ix>rd "Vlscouiit Anson, of Shugborough 
and Orgrave, in the county of Stafford, 
Baron Soberton> of Soberton, in Hamp- 
shire, LL.D. 

Lord Viscount Anson, bom February 
17, 1767, was great-nephew to that 
bold and fortunate circumnavigator, who, 
after taking an immense Spanish gal- 
leon, loaded with treasure, returned to 
England with wealth sufficient to enrich 
both himself and the gallant crew, in the 
sole remaining ship. 

While Commodore George Anson, 
he married Eliza, daughter of Philip, 
Earl of Hardwicke, Lord High Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain. He was soon 
appointed one of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty ; he next 
undertook a cruise as an admiral, and, 
in 1747, proved victorious against a 
French fleet, commanded by M. Jon- 
quire, an officer of considerable talents 
and address, whose flag was flying on 
board the Invincible. On ascending 
the quarter-deck, and presenting his 
sword to the English admiral, he paid 
him the following eloquent compliment : 
" Monsieur, vous avez vaincu I'lnvin- 
** cible, et la gloirevous suit" 

Immediately after this he was created 
Baron of Soberton; in 1751 he was 
Bominated first Lord Commissioner of 



the Admiralty, and died suddenly id 
1762, while walking in his garden, a£ 
his seat (Moor Park) in the county of 
Hertford. At the very period when 
this melancholy event took plac^ a 
patent was actually making out for the 
express purpose of creating his lordship 
a viscount, with remainder to his sister's 
son, George Adams, Esq., of Orgrave, 
in Staffordshire. 

This gentleman and his issue, in pur- 
suance of a will of another uncle, by 
license und^ royal sign manual, dated 
April 30, 1773, were authorised to tak^ 
and assume the arms of Anson. After 
this he represented, first, the borough of 
Saltash, and afterwards the City of Lich- 
field, in several parliaments. In 1763 
Mr. Anson married Mary, daughter of 
George Venables Vernon, first Lord 
Vernon, by whom he had issue. 

Thomas Anson, Esq., his eldest son, 
on the demise of his father, succeeded 
to the family estates, and on September 
14, 1794, married Anne Margaret, 
second daughter of Thomas William 
Coke, of Holkham, in the county of 
Norfolk, Esq., descended, by the female 
side, from the famous Lord Chief 
Justice of the same name, by whom be 
has had a very numerous issue. By 
letters patent, dated February 17, 1806, 
when Mr. Fox came again into power. 
His Majesty, on the intervention of that 
statesman, was most graciously pleased 
to extend to him th&<tmcicnt honoun 
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tctually possessed by his great vncle, as 
w^ as ^ose furdier ones intended for 
that distinguished commander, and only 
intercepted by his premature deatli. 
It is ^raost unnecessary to add, that 
this is, and ever has been, a distinguished 
whigfamily. 

• Lord Viscount Anson died in 1818, 
and is succeeded by his eldest son, 
Thomas William, late M. P. for the 
borough of Yarmouth, in Norfolk. 

ATKINS, Mr. Richard, was born 
in 1747, and bred a printer. In this 
capacity he repaired to Eton, and was 
employed during the long period of 
fifty-five years as a compositor of the 
Greek and Latin books published for 
the use of that celebrated institution. 
He died tliere in 1819, at the age of 
72, and is said never to have been 
known to spend an idle day, or even an 
idle hour, during the last half century of 
his life. 

B. 

BAKER Richard. Tliis appears 
to have been a very singular charac- 
ter; and it is evident, that*he could not 
have practised such a series of impo- 
sitions with impunity, in perhaps any 
•other county in the kingdom. 

Richard Baker, of Westleigh, in the 
parish of Burliscombe, Somersetshire, 
a small farmer (but better known by the 
name of " Cimjurer Baker"), died in 
1819, fuU of years and iniquities, being 
70 years old, and having, during the far 
greater part of his life, practised tlie 
gainful tactics of the " Black Art.**— 
In noticing the death of a character, 
who, for nearly a half a century, has 
been daily and hourly employM in 
alternately counting the wages of his 
villainies, and in laughing at the follies 
of a cheated multitude, it would be no 
unfit opportunity for taxing the risibili- 
ties of our readers, by pourtraying the 
deceased knave with all the mirthful 
embellishments of which his life and 
occupations are so abundantly suscep- 
tible. In common justice, we might 
for once laugh at him, who has, in so 
many thousand instances, amused and 
profited himself by making a jest of 
others ; but his life is too much clogged 
with the heaviness of a guilty account, to 
allow one redeeming ray to qualify the 
lurid aspect of his mortal reckoning. 

It may surprise a northern or south- 
em resident, whose ears have never been 
afflicted with the doleful superstitions of 
the western' counties, to be informed, 
that such was the fame of the deceased 

OG 



wizard, that the educated as well as the 
uninstructed of all classes, were in tlie 
habits of resorting to him from all parts 
of this and the neighbouring counties 
for the exercise of his cabalistic skill, 
and on a Sunday, which was the day for 
his high orgies, vehicles of superior as 
well as of lowly descriptions were found 
to bring him an eager throng of votaries. 
*His reputation was universal, and his 
gains proportionate. The wonders of 
his head would fill the Alexandrian 
library. Bad crops, lost cattle, lost 
treasure, and lost hearts, brought their 
respective sufferers in ceaseless crowds 
to his door. They were all owrlooked, 
he said ; and they overlooked his knavery 
in their confidence of his skill. He 
foretold to the Southcottonians that the 
Shiloh could not come, and who but a 
conjurer would have known this ? The 
tenant of sterile land , was, after a 
careful inspection of his presiding star, 
advised to provide a certain quantity of 
manure, which being spread over his 
ground in the form of ram's horns at 
12 o'clock precisely on the full moon 
night, would infallibly secure a good 
crop. This astonishing prediction has 
been repeatedly verified 1 Strayed stock, 
and mislaid property, has been strangely 
recovered, by only being well looked 
after, provided the wise man had once 
taken the matter in hand ; and many a 
relenting Phillis, who had parted vrith 
her Strephon in a hvff, has been heard 
to exclaim on finding him return at the 
very hour calculated by the conju- 
rer, — that *' sure Baker and the devil 
'were in partnership.*' — If to juggling, 
artifices, and petty fooleries of this de- 
scription, - the man had limited his 
imposture he might have left the world 
with the simple reputation of a knave ; 
but his avarice led him to delude tlie 
victim of disease into a fatal reliance on 
his affected skill, and very numerous 
are the instances of this description. 
Charmed Powders, and Mystic Lotions 
were confided in, to the exclusion of 
rational advice and propei' remedies, and 
the death of the old and young has been 
the consequent penalty of such deplora- 
ble imbecility. A child, sometime since, 
died at Wellington, a martyr to its 
mother's folly. She consulted the heart- 
less villain, and was assured that the 
infant was *• overlooked." Some pow- 
ders were given to her, accompanied 
witii the slang verbosity of bis craft, 
which the little sufferer was compelled 
to swallow, notwithstanding the mother 
declared that <* it made her heart bleed 
to see the agonies of her child whila 
4 
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taking the dose.** The consequence 
was as we have stated; and thus the 
giiUt of a cold-blooded rourdererer, is 
superadded to the atrocities which have 
marked the career of this miscreant 
through life. His habits were those of 
an unsocial drunkard; but his Necro- 
mancy, notwithstanding the expence of 
his selfish indulgence, has enabled him 
to leave some property. 

BENTINCK, Lord C. Cavendish 
at his house near Brussels, in the 7Gth 
year of his age. He was brother to tlie 
late, and uncle to the present Duke of 
Portland. 

BLUCHER, Field Marshal, Prince 
of Walilstadt, terminated a life of glory, 
at his seat, of Kribluwitz in Silesia, at 
10 o'clock in the evening of the 12tli of 
September, 1819, in the 77th year of 
his age. This officer entered the Prus- 
sian service at an early period of life, 
and was from the beginning attached to 
the cavalry. Rising by degrees during 
the late war with France, he distin- 
guished himself on a variety of occasions, 
at the head of a body of light horse, 
armed and accoutred after the Cossack 
fashion, so that he at length became 
formidable to the enemy. But it was 
at the battle of Waterloo that he 
acquired the best title to public admira- 
tion, by sustaining, witli his own divi- 
sion, the charge of the whole French 
line. Tlie King of Prussia, who had 
made him a prince and presented him 
with a large estate, visited him on his 
death bed, and certified bis high appro- 
bation of his conduct. His Highness 
was born December 16, 1742, and had 
served 45 years in that army which has 
gone into mourning for his loss. 

BOYLE. Hon. William, youngest 
son of the Earl of Glasgow, at Rams- 
gate, died Sept. 6, 1819, in the 17th 
year of his age. 

BRAIDWOOD, Mrs. Isabella, Au- 
gnst 1st, 1819, in her 57th year. This 
lady, l)orn in 1 752, was the widow of 
Mr John Braidwood of Hackney, and 
mother of Mr, Braidwood, Instructor of 
the Deaf and Dumb, at Birmingham. 
Her father, Mr. Thomas Braidwood of 
Edinburgh, was the first who systemati- 
cally attempted in this country, to infuse 
the pleasures and benefits of education 
into those unhappy children, wljo were 
deprived of the powers of speech, and 
hearing. This lady employed also tlie 
greater portion of her life, in tlie same 
laudable endeavours. 

BROWNE, Major of the Royal 
Marines, at Charlton, in Kent, in a fit 
of mental derangement, Oct. 15, 1819. 



BROWN, George, Esq. at his hott$« 
in Baker Street, Portman Square, 
May ], 1819. He was bom in 1776, and 
repaired at an early age to India, where 
he rose to be a member of the counsel 
of Bombay. 

BUCHAN Hepburn, Su- George, of 
Smeaton and Lethiam, Bart, late one of 
the barons of the Exchequer in Scot* 
land. This gentleman, who was a na^ve 
of Scotland, was born in March, 1739. 
By his father's side, he claimed his 
descent from the Earis of Buchan ; and 
by his mother's from James Hepburn, 
Earl of Bothwell, and Duke of Orkney, 
husband of Mary Queen of Scots. 

Being destined for the bar, Mr. 
Buchan, as he was then called, was 
educated accordingly, and made consi- 
derable advances in every branch of clas- 
sical learning. According to the custom 
of that day, when the sciences of law and 
medicine, were both studied in Holland* 
he spent one whole year at Leyden to 
study the Civilians; and after this he 
completed hb course at the University 
of Edinbuiiffa. Luckily for him, at 
this period, he formed an intimacy with 
Henry Dundas, afterwards Viscount 
Melville, which proved eminently ser- 
viceable in future life. In 1763, Uie 
sul)ject of this memoir was admitted a 
Member of the Faculty of Advocates, 
and in 1 764, the estate of his maternal 
uncle having devolved to him by will, 
he assumed the addendum of Hepburn. 

An increase of fortune produced 
no diminution of professional diligence^ 
In 1 767, Mr. Buchan Hepburn was no- 
minated Solicitor to the Lords of Session 
as Commissioners of Teinds (Tithes), 
and in 1790 he was appointed Judge of 
the High Court of Admiralty of Scot- 
land ; and in 1800, was constituted one 
of the Barons of Exchequer. This im- 
portant station was filled by him with 
equal dignity and effect until the close 
of the year 1814, when he retired v»-ith 
a Baronetcy, and a considerable pen- 
sion, to enable the legislature to intro- 
duce the trial by Jury into his Court, 
Sir George was twice married ; and, by 
his first w.fe, has left a son and suc- 
cessor Sir .!ohn. Soon after his acces- 
sion to the Hepburn fortune Sir George 
built a charming country hovse, and was 
accustomed to entertain his friends there, 
in the most hospitable manner. He 
was greatly addicted to agriculture, and, 
at the request of the board of agricul- 
ture, drew up the first report relative to 
the county of Haddington. 

A few months since, alarming symp- 
toms of illness began to disclose them* 
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9ekcs,.axid, after a long and severe strug- 
gle, he died June 26, 1819, in the 8Ut 
year of his age. 

The following character, is from the 
pen of one of his own friends : 

** Sir George, in his younger days, 
spent most of his time with hu grands 
father at Longniddry, a place where 
husbandry was studiously exercised ; he, 
at an early period, entertained a predi- 
lection for agricultural pursuits, which 
never left him whilst he was capable of 
attending .to the business of the field. 
I'he principles which he held concern- 
ing the first of all arts were not only sin- 
gularly correct, but, what was of more 
importance, his practice was equal to 
that of the fi rst rate farmer. In short, he 
not only farmed well, but he also 
farmed with profit, circumstances too 
ofken overlooked by landed gentlemen 
when any considerable part of their 
estates is taken under their own ma- 
nagement. 

** As a leading man in the politics of 
the connty, Sir George Buchan Hep- 
bum had for many years acted a distin- 
guished part. But, without entering 
upon this wide field, it may only be said, 
that to his influence may justly be 
ascribed the uncommon and unprece- 
dented harmony which long prevailed 
in his native county. Trained early to 
business, and gifted by Nature with 
mild and liberal dispositions, he was 
eminently qualified to take a lead in 
public matters. Few persons, in fact, 
were more capable than Sir George of 
nuinaging business at a public meeting. 
Intimately acquainted with the laws of 
his country, and endowed with sufficient 
powers to explain and illustrate tliem in 
a satisfactory manner, he was at all 
fimes listened to with attention by the 
justices and freeholders, especially as he 
was quite free of that bigotted obstinacy 
which too often induces others to persist 
in measures after their popularity is dis- 
covered and ascertained. In a word, 
the death of this respectable gentleman 
may justly be considered as a great loss 
to the county of Haddington.*' 

BURCHARDT, Rev. Christopher. 
Tills Missionary Clergyman, who has 
been preaching the gospel in foreign 
parts^ and dispensing bibles, and reli- 
gious tracts, with a liberal hand, was 
Sic native of Switzerland. He died at 
Aleppo, in Jan. 1819; and the follow- 
ing account of him has been transmitted 
from Mr. Naudi, who is now at Malta. 
** After his persevering travels from tlie 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures in 
£gypti Palestiue, and Syria, he had 



scarcely arrived at Aleppo, when a. fatal 
fever, then raging in the neighbour- 
hood, put an end to his most valuable 
life« He left Malta in a Greek vessel, 
with six large cases of Bibles and Tes- , 
taraents, in various languages, without 
any of those fears which had deterred 
others, and courageously distributed 
them in Alexandria, where he openly 
conversed with peasants, strangers, and 
merchants ; and wliere so many seamen 
applied to him, that he said* '* Tbe 
Greek Testament which he had di»* 
persed would only be like so many 
drops thrown into tbe sea." He thence 
departed for Grand Cairo, where Jews, 
Turks, Syrians, Copts, Christians, and 
Pagans, visited him; and where he 
could have dispersed a far greater num- 
ber of copies if he had possessed them. 
From Cairo he went to Jerusalem, where 
he visited all the convents and public 
places, and furnished them every where 
with copies. Leaving Jerusalem, going 
by Syria, and visiting the places on the 
road, he came to the great commercial 
city of Aleppo, in the neighbourhood of 
which the fever attacked him, and closed 
his life and labours.'* — The personal 
exertion and fatigue of such a journey 
may readily be conceived; but the in. 
cessant labour of speakin<:, and re^ 
commending with urgency the great 
work in which he had embarked on 
every step of his journey, and to every 
party to whom he was introduced, may, 
scarcely be imagined; and of h^ it 
may now be said, that he rests from his 
labours and his works do follow him. 

BURROUGH, Lady, wife of the 
Hon. Mr. Justice Burrough, Oct. 9, 
1819, i» Bedrord-Row,London,aged57« 

BUTSCHER, Rev. Leopold at the 
settlement of Sierra Leone, on an emi- 
nence, called Leicester mountain, July 
17th, 1818. 

Mr. Butscher had occupied an im- 
portant post there under tbe Church 
Missionary Society for several years, and^ 
had been one of its earliest Missiona- 
ries. His constitution had become in- 
ured to the climate by a residence of 
nearly eleven years. After an illness of 
about a fortnight, at first slight, but 
ending in a severe Cholera Morbus, his 
terrestrial labours were closed ! — Mr. 
Garnon had caused him to be removed 
from Leicester mountain to Freetown, 
that he might have pvery advantage and 
comfort ; but tliis very benevolent de- 
sign proved abortive!*— ^reat respect was 
paid to his memory ; his loss has been 
deeply regretted, and he is gone to reap 
, the rich iSirvest of his pious and ex«ni» , 
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plary zeal in the cause and promulgation 
of Divine truth ! He had by his exer- 
tions laid the foundation of the Chris- 
tian Institution in that colony. A large 
Church, capable of containing /dl tiie 
children, as well as the people of Lei> 
cester Town, had been nearly finished 
under his direction. The neighbouring 
land was beginning to be cultivated, and 
many of the children had learnt useful 
trades. This Institution, the only one 
of the kind in Africa, will ever remain 
ah undeniable evidence of the anxiety of 
the Society, and of their pious servant, 
to promote, to the utmost of their power 
the civilization of Africa ; and it must, 
and ever will, command the gratitude of 
the African race. The boys, 200, and 
gils, 50, at their last examination pre- 
vious to his death, went through the 
different exercises in the Church on Lei- 
cester mountain, in a manner creditable 
both to themselves and to their teachers. 
The site of the church commands a most 
extensive view of the town, harbour, and 
«ea. It will stand as a land-mark of 
Christianity. The sailor, on seeing its 
spire from afar, will return praise to God, 
«nd bless his country for having thus 
4ifforded an asylum to the oppressed 
African. The view of a Church on 
British ground, in Africa, proclaims the 
liberty of the subject : — ^where true 
Christianity reigns, slavery is banished. 
The work has been very great to 
avilise and Christianise this colony, but 
it ha9 prospered in the hands of Mr. 
Butscher and other ministers, happy 
and able instruments, called to this 
office, who have now established a regu< 
larity in the temporal and spiritual du- 
ties of these people which nothing dis« 
turbs, but the attempts of Slave dealers 
on the coast! But a very short time 
unce, these pupils, now decently clothed, 
and receiving instruction, and passing 
Christian examinations, were brought to 
this Colony naked, ignorant of God, 
and yoked as beasts for labour, or for 
«ale ! This once barren wilderness now 
sings for joy! 

C. 

CADELL, William, Esq. at Carron 
Park, aged 82, September 17, 1819. 
He was one of the original founders of 
the great Carron Iron Works, and lived 
long enough to see that establishment 
supplying cannon for most of the great 
states of Europe. 

COKER, John, Esq. D. C. L. was 
bred, first, at Winchester, and then at 
New College, Oxford, where he took the 
degree of M. A. in 17 76, and discharged 



the office of proctor in 1 786. He after- 
wards discharged, for tome years, th« 
duty of Chairman of the Quarter Ses- 
sions in the county of Oxford, and died 
at his seat, Boxley, Kent, June 14, 
1819. The following lines, by Co wper, 
are said to have been characteristic of 
his dress and manners : 

« An honest man, close button'd to 
the chin, 

" Broad cloth without, and aw^rm 
heart within.*' 

COLE, the Rev. John, D. D. Chap- 
lain to his R. H. the Duke of Clarence, 
Pro Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Oxford, &c. at Merazien, in Cornwall, 
in October, 1819, in the 63d year of his 
age. 

COLLINGWOOD, Lady, at T^ne^ 
mouth, September 17,1819. She was 
the widow of the late Admiral Lord 
Collingwood. ^ 

COLLINS, William, Esq. was bom 
in 1751, and died April 27, 1819, at his 
house, on Maize Hill, Greenwich, in the 
county of Kent, aged 68. | 

This gentleman united /in his own 
person a taste for both thefelegant and 
the useful arts. In painting, particularly, 
he exhibited equal skill and discriminw 
ation, and attained a mastery in the 
delicate art of crayon portraits. But his 
services to his country have been con- 
spicuous in another point of view. 
Gifled with a good mechanical genius^ 
he has been engaged ever since the year 
1777 in the improvement of machinery 
connected with the docks; and he long 
held a contract for the supply of these 
vrith pumps for the use of His 
Majesty's navy. But it is in ship- 
sheathing that he produced effects highly 
beneficidf to the public. The chemical 
action of the iron bolts, when in contact 
with the copper which they were intended 
to fasten, produced a corrosion that 
threatened the entire abolition of thi» 
most useful practice; but he so con- 
trived as to remedy the inconvenience^ 
by a most ingenious but simple me- 
thod. 

CORNWALLIS, Hon. Admiral, 
G.C.B. and Vice-Admhal of England. 
This distinguished naval commander, 
one of the very last remaining of the old 
school, was bom on the 25tlv or 
February, 1744. After a long Hfe,, 
devoted to the service of his country, he 
died at Newlands, in the immediiate 
vicinity of Southampton, in the 76th 
year of his age. . Want of space prevents 
Uie insertion of a regular memoir of 
this gallant admiral in the present, bu^ 
one shall appear in our next volume. 
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CI.OGHER, Bishop of, Right Rev. 
Father in God, Dr. John Potter, in the 
kingdom of Ireland. Dr. Potter was, 
by birth, an Engliahman. Having 
been educated at the University of Cam- 
l>ridge, he became, fint, a Fellow, and 
then a Tutor, atXilnity College; where 
^ he took the degrees of A. B. 1773, A.M. 
1776, and became S. T. F,2}erfU. Reg, 
1792. 

It was his good fortune to have the 
present Marquis of Camden for a pa^ 
tron. That nobleman having repaired 
to Ireland as Viceroy, nominated Dr. 
Potter one of his Chaplains. His first 
episcopal promotion was to the Bishopric 
of Killaloe, in 1795; and, in 1796, his 
lordship was translated to the richer see of 
Clogher. The Bishop died intestate, 
July 27, i819, and, in consequence of 
the sale of many beneficial leases, apper- 
taining to his see, has left an Immense 
sum of ready money behind him. 

CROKER, Charles, Esq. late a 
Captain in the 89th Regiment of Foot. 
Tills gentleman was the second son of 
'lliomas Croker, of Glanaboy, in the 
county of Waterford, Esq. and de- 
scended from one of the most ancient 
families in the south of Ireland. 

Having made choice of the army as a 
profession, he commenced his career as 
an ensign in the 89th foot, and shortly 
after his arrival in the East Indies was 
appointed Aid de-camp to his uncle, the 
lAte Lieutenant-gei^eral Robert Croker, 
whose military tolents were duly appre- 
ciated by the intrepid Sir Eyre Coote, 
under whom, in the early part of |his 
life, he had the honour to serve. 

In consideration of his uniform bra- 
very and humanity as an ofiScer, Captain 
•Croker's conduct was such as endeared 
him lo the respect of all ranks, for im- 
deviating principles of rectitude, un- 
assuming manners, and, above all, those 
accomplished feelings which should 
ever designate the soldier, while they 
adorn the scholar and the gentleman. 

He died early in life, at Cork, in 
Ireland, on the 9th of April, 1819, of a 
liver complaint, contracted during his 
residence in India. 



D. 

DACRE, Gertrude, Baroness. This 
lady, whose maiden name was Roper, 
was bom August 25, 1750. At the age 
of 21 she gave her hand and heart to 
Thomas Brand, of the Hoo, Hertford- 
shire, Esq. a very elegant and expen- 
sive commoner, whose hospitality far 



exceeded his means. By this gentleman 
she had two sons, one late Knight of the 
Shire for the county of Herts; the 
other, early in life, obtained a com- 
mission in the Coldstream Guards, and 
soon attained the rank of Lieutenant- 
colonel. The former of these brothers, 
now Lord Dacre, by a noble exertion 
of filial piety, paid all the debts of his 
father, soon after he had come of age. 
Mrs. Brand succeeded her brother, die 
late Right Hon. Charles Trevor Roper, 
in 1794. 

Her Ladyship died at her house at 
Wimbledon, Oct. 5, 1819, in the 69th 
year of her age. ^ 

DAUNCEY, Philip, Esq. B. A. 
King's Counsel, &c. - Mr. Dauncey, 
bom in 1759, was the son of a respect- 
able clothier, at IFotton-under-edge, 
in the county of Gloucester. He was 
educated, first, at the College School of 
the City of Gloucester, and then entered 
a commoner at Oriel College, Oxford. 
After taking the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts, he was elected a Fellow of 
Merton. 

The bar being the object of his pur- 
suit and his ambition, Mr. Philip Daun* 
cey repaired to town, and entered him- 
self of Gray's Inn. After receiving a 
call from this ancient society, he attended 
sessions at home, and followed both the 
Oxford and Carmarthen circuits. Pa-*^ 
tience, industry, and a considerable share 
of talents, soon induced clients to flock 
around him; and on the retreat of Mr. 
Palmer he suddenly found himself a 
leader. 

The Court of Exchequer proved the 
scene of his forensic labours in the 
capital, and Mr. Edmunds, a very 
respectable ofiicer of that Court, having 
taken him under his immediate patron-r 
age, he soon obtained considerable emin- 
ence there. In 1807 he obtained a silk 
gown, and from that moment began to 
be employed on the part of the crown. 
Indeed we have not only seen him 
assisting the late Attorney General 
(Sir Samuel Shepherd), but also en- 
tmsted with the sole care of causes of 
great importance during that gentle- 
man's absence in the other Courts. He 
had, before this, married Miss Dubri- 
son, by whom he had a promising family 
of two sons and two daughters, but the 
premature death of Uiat lady, in 1805-6, 
filled his bosom with the most poignant 
affliction. At length, during the sum- 
mer of 1818, Mr. Dauncey himself 
began to feel the pressure of disease, 
yet he continued to practise until 
oblijged to be led out of court by two 
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friends a few months since, at the Nisi 
Prius Court, at Gloucester. He died 
soon after, in August 1819, in the 60th 
year of Ws age, leaving behind him. a 
name dear to' his surviving family and 
friends. 

Mr. Dauneey was an able lawyer, 
veil acquainted with the practice of the 
Court, which he attended during Term 
time* and intimately conversant in all 
• its intricate forms and proceedings. In 
the examination of evidence he excelled, 
and he possessed, in no common degree, 
a judgment, a clearness, and a precision 
that rendered his services highly valuable 
to his clients. 

DAVIS, Rev. Kinder, Sept loth, 
1819. He died in Giltspur-Street 
Compter, in consequence of excessive 
drinking, a horrid habit, said to have 
been brought on in consequence of the 
loss of his wHe and son, to both of whom 
he had been greatly attached. l*his 
Clergyman was formerly Rector of St. 
Saviour's, Southwark, and a man of 
considerable property. 

DICKER, John, at Badcome, Dor- 
setshire, Sept 5pth, 1819. He had 
been employed* as earth-stopper, to the 
several packs of hounds in the western 
parts of the county, for about 75 years, 
and was buried by the members of the 
hunt A number of old sportsmen 
attended the funeral of this noted man, 
who had attained the age of 95. 

DRAKE, Rev. Tbos., D. D. Sept 
1?, 1819, in the 75th year of his age. 
He was nearly 30 years Vicar of Roch- 
clale, Lancashire, and was educated at 
St. John's College, Cambridge, where 
he took all his degrees. He was an 
orthodox clergyman, and an active ma- 
;^trate. 

E. 

iEAST, Sir William, Bart, of Place, 
in the county of Berks. 

This Bart, bom in 1 756, and descended 
from an ancient and respectable family, 
died October 1 2th, 1819, at his seat, 
Hall Place, Berks, in his 8.5d year. 
His remains were removed from his 
residence on the 25th, after having 
lain in state the preceding day, and 
were deposited on tlie 28th in the family 
vault, at Witham, in Essex. The fune- 
rai was attended by his two sons, Sir 
Gilbert East, Bart (who has succeeded 
his father in his titles and estates,) and 
Augustus Henry East Esq' by bis son- 
in-law. Sir William Clayton, Bart and 
by his five grandsons, &c. &c the chil- 
^dren of his only daughter. Lady Clay- 



ton. The service was performed by the 
Rev. William ^iMeler, Cfaapban to 
the Royal MHitnry College, Sandhurst 

ENTWISLE, John, Esq. Hii* 
gentleman's name was originally Mark- 
land, being ^e eldest son of J<^in Mark- 
land, Esq , of Ardwick, but becopung 
possessed, in 1787, of the estates of hk 
maternal great grandfather, Bertie En* 
twisle, Esq. Alce-Chancellor, of the 
county palatine of Lancaster, he as- 
sumed the name and arms of that family. 
Soon after this, lie rebuilt the mansiiA 
house at Foxholes, near Rochdale, 
and acted for many years as a magistrate 
for the county of Lancaster and Chester, 
and the West Riding of Yorkshire. He 
also served the office of High Sheriff of 
the county of Lancaster, in 1798. 

Advancing age, and declining health, 
having induced liim to search for a 
milder climate, Mr. Entwisle finally 
settled at Cadoxton Lodge, in Glamor* 

fanshire, where he breathed his last, 
)ec. 16di, 1818, at an advanced age. 
He is represented as an active magis- 
trate, a man zealously attadied to -the 
civil and religious establishments of his 
country ; as humane, friendly, and sin. 
cere, and above all, as tolerant to the 
opinions of those who differed fi'om 
him. 

F. 

FARIA, at Paris, of apoplexy, S.A 
Sept. 1819, the famous MagnctiNer. 

FELL, The Rev. William, LL. D. at 
the Rectory House, Brcreton, Chcsliire, 
Oct 1819, in the 79th year of his age* 

FOSTER, Mr. Richard at Wake- 
field, aged 49, in the autumn of 1819. 
He was born at Dal ton, near Hudder»- 
field, and being the son of a respectable 
woollen-manufacturer, obtained the ru- 
diments of a good education. Bred to the 
same business as his father, he dedicated 
his leisure hours to learning, and to a 
^correct knowledge of Greek and Latin, he 
superadded the acquisition of many of 
the modern languages. On the death 
of his father, he became possessed of a 
small paternal estate, but actuated by a 
perhaps laudable ambition, he was de- 
sirous to become a merchant and this 
proved his ruin. Tlie house in which 
he became partner had goods to a very 
large amount on the continent, particu- 
larly in Holland, and all these were 
confiscated on the expedition of th? 
Duke of York into that country. This 
produced a bankruptcy in 1801, which 
rendered the latter part of Mr. Foster'a 
existence miseraUe, as he soon Ibund 
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that talents, without fortune^ bad ceased 
to be estimable ! 

FRASEIl, Hon. Mns. Jane, at In- 
Ternes», Sept. 3, 1819, in the 78th year 
of her age. This lady was the widow 
of the U.te Hon. Archibald Fraser, of 
Lovat, uncle of the late Sir William 
•Fraser, Bart. 

FRENCH, Col Jeremiah, at Par- 
sons-Town, Klng*s County, Ireland^ in 
his 89th year. 



GAARICK George, Esq. SepL 30, 
1819» nephew to the celebrated David 
Garrick. 

GOODWIN Richard, M. D. Aug. 
15, 1819, after a painful and protracted 
illness, at the Royal Naval Hospital, 
Plymouth. 

GRAHAM, Thomas,^ Esq. of Kin- 
ross house, N. B., late M. P. for Kinross, 
in 1819. This gentleman repaired to 
India, in 1768, as a writer, and atleiigtli 
became one of the Members of the Board 
of Trade in Bengal. Having acquired an 
ample fortune, he returned to his native 
country and represented the shire in 
which he was born. 

GREEN, Mr. John, and his wife 
EliMbetb, of Bromyard, Herefordshire, 
Sept. 30, 1819, within a few hours of each 
other. Tliey had been married 59 years, 
and had 22 children, in little more than 
19; their united ages amounted to 
160 years. 

GUNTER, Mr. James, of Berklay- 
aquare, confectioner, at Worthing, Sus- 
sex, Sept. 17, 1819. Mr. Gunter was 
born in 1745. He was apprenticed to 
Mr. Negri, an Italian, who is said to 
have first introduced ices into this coun- 
try. Tlie subject of this memoir died 
of an apoplexy, in his 74th year, leav- 
ing behind him an immense fortune, 
both in land, at Earl's-coutt, Brompton, 
and in money in the funds. He made 
it an invariable rule to marry his daugb- 
ters to tradesmen only. '< as lords 
would be ashamed of him.** 



H. 

HARRAD, Mr. William, at Bir- 
mingham, of apoplexy, January, 1,1819, 
This eccentric character was the son of 
a respectable bookseller and printer at 
M^ket Harborough. After an ap- 
prenticeship to his own father, he re- 
paired to London, but soon after settled 
«t Stamford, where he became an Al- 



derman. With the assistance of Mr« 
Lowe, a respectable apodiccary ther«, 
he compiled the Antiquities of this place. 
In 1780, appeared the two first numbers 
of his History of Rutland; but that 
work was discontinued from the want of 
encouragement. 

Having removed to Mansfield, he 
compiled and published the histoiy of 
that place and its environs; and on 
returning to Market- Harborough, at 
the death of his father in 1806, that 
town also became imiebted to him for 
illustration. 

Pi'oving UBsnecessfbl both «s an 
author and bookseller, be lived and ifiied 
in great obscurity. 

HARVEY, Colonel Sir F. E. Ba- 
thurst, at Englefield Green, Berks, 
24th Sept. 1819. He was aide^de 
camp to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, Secretary to the Duke of Wel- 
lington, and Lleut.-Col. of the 14th 
Dragoons. 

HASLEDEN, J^hn, at Prescot, 
Lancashire, Sept. 30, 1819. He was 
born in 1732, and served in America, in 
the 15th foot Before the surrender of 
Quebec he attended on General Wolfe^ 
as his valet, and on the death of that 
hero, he was taken into the family of 
General Murray, with whom he re- 
mained until his discharge, in 1761. 

HERRIES,, C.Esq. late CoL Com- 
mandant of the Light Horse Voluntewa 
of London and Westminster. 

Tills gentleman was a native of Scot- 
land, and brother to the late Sir James 
Herries, for many years an eminent 
banker in St. James-street. He was 
an eminent merchant of the city of 
London, trading under the firm of Her- 
ries and Naylor* 

Mr. Herries, at the breaking out of 
the war with France, although a very 
active friend and admirer of Mr. Fox, 
deemed it necessary to take a decided 
part in favour of Mr. Pitt, and the 
administration of that day. It was he 
who raised and embodied that very loyal 
and useful corps the Light Horse Vo- 
lunteers, which he commanded for 
25 years. 

Colonel Herries, died at an advanced 
age, in April, 1819, and on the 17th of 
that month his remains were deposited 
with military honours, in consequence 
of a special order from tiie Conmiander- 
in-Chief. 

Order of the procession : on foot, in 
two ranks (except the advanced andrear^ 
guard); advance-guard (mounted); 
firing party; trumpeters sounding the 
dead march ; the horse of the deceased, 
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coffered with black cloth, boots and 
spurs reversed, led by the riding-masters. 

The Corpsk. 
supported, on either side, by Field- 
Officers of other regiments, and pall- 
bearers; helmet, sword, pistols, and 
sash, on the coffin. 

Chief Mourner. 
John Charles Herries, Esq. son of the 
deceased ; the regimental chaplain ; me- 
. dical staff; officers according to rank, 
the junibrs leading; non-commissioned 
officers and privates ; honorary members 
of the regiment ; friends of the deceased ; 
Nrear-guard (mounted) ; carriages of light 
horse volunteers; of the friends of the 
deceased. 

At a quarter before two o'clock the 
procession entered Westminster Abbey. 
It was there met by the Dean and Clergy. 
The Dean then read the burial service tUl 
it came to ** I heard a voice from hea- 
ven,*' which was solemnly sung. 

At the conclusion of the service, three 
vollies were fired, one in the grave, and 
two in the air ; after which the whole 
party separated. The Abbey was crowd- 
ed at an early hour by persons of re- 
spectability. 

HOPE, John, Esq. m his 90th year, 
Sept 5o, 1819. He bad been four 
times Mayor of Derby, and was father 
of that Corporation. 

HOWELL, Joseph, Esq., suddenly, 
at his scat Markyate Cell, Herts, 
Oct. 9, 1819. He was born in 1752, 
at Wisbeach St. Mary in Cambridge- 
shire, and in due time, rendered him- 
self worthy of a civic crown, by reclaim- 
ing a large surface of drowned land in 
that neighbourhood. After visiting seve- 
ral of his friends and neighbours he fell 
down, and expired, just as he had 
entered his parlour to dinner. 



the embodying of the Suppletnentaiy 
Militia for the county of Salop, he was 
appointed Colonel. 

His remains pasted through Shrews- 
bury for interment, to the famDy vault 
at Alberbury, on the 3d. The union 
flag hoisted at the top of Lord HillV 
column, was lowered as the procession 
passed, and the tolling of minute bells 
in the different diurches, while the mi- 
litia-band played the dead-march in 
Saul, tended to render the whole solemn 
and impressive. 

M 



L. 

LEACH, Richard, Esq., at Bed- 
ford, in his 63d vear. Sept. IS?, 181 g. 
He was brotlier to the Vice-chancellor 
of England. 

LEESON. the Hon. William, in 
his 49th year, Oct. 7, 1819. He was 
third son of Joseph, first Earl of Mill- 
town. 

LYSTER, Richard, Esq., late 
M.P. for the city of Shrewsbury, at St. 
James's place, London, May 3, 1819. 
He was bom in 1771, and entered into 
the army early in life, so as to obtain 
the Majority of the 22d Regiment of 
Dragoons, while the Duke of York 
commanded on the continent ; on 



MARRIOTT, the Rev. Robert, 
M.A., formerly of Caius College, 
Cambridge, in Oct. 1819, in his 
54th year. He had been presented to 
two livings (Bincomb, and Broadway, 
Dorsetshire) by that Society, of which 
he was elected a Fellow. 

M«KEE, Mrs. Susannah, widow of 
the late Mr. William M*Kee, late of 
Newton Ards, North Britain, on SepL 
1, 1819. This venerable matron had 
attained the immense age of 101 years. 
Her issue consisted of eleven children, 
thirty-six grand-children and ten great 
great grand children — in all an off^ 
spring of 125. Her mother died at ^9 
age of 100. 

MOLEVILLE, Bertrand de, (from 
the Mordteur, dated' Paris, Oct. 1 9, 1 8 1 8.) 
** The friends of the King and of 
France, will learn with deep regret the 
loss they have experienced : they have 
to deplore the death of a learned 
and virtuous man, M. Bertrand de 
Moleville, Minister of Marine under 
Louis XVI., who displayed the most 
sincere proofs of his zeal to that mo- 
narch, died yesterday ht the age of 74. 

" He was the author of several es- 
teemed works on the French Revolu- 
tion; and it is said that he has left 
several unpublished MSS. whidr his 
heirs propose publishing, and which 
are extremely curious." 

M. Bertrand, escaping from his 
native country, during the reign of 
terror, took refuge, and found an hos- 
pitable asylum here. As he had little 
or no property, he obtained a small 
pension from our government ; and this 
enabled him to prepare his numerous 
literary productions for the press, all of 
which were in favour of the Bourbon 
dynasty. 

He was born in 1744 and died at 
Paris, where he had returned, on the 
restoration of Louis XVIIL, Oct. 19, 
1818, in the 74t|i year of his age. 
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. M'ORNIC. John, LL. D. of Perth, 
after a short illness, in the autumn of 
1819, in the 64th year of his age. He 
was formerly Rector of the Academy at 
Inverness, and of late Secretary to the 
Xiterary and Antiquary Society of 
Perth, in which city be devoted his time 
to.private instruction. 



N. 

NORTON, the Hon. John Chappie, 
a General in the Army, and late M. P. 
for Guilford. 

The family, of which this is a younger 
branch, is descended from the Conyers* 
of the county of York. Sir John 
Conyers, sometimes called Norton, of 
2^orton> Conyers. was Sheriff of York- 
shire in 1507. His grandson, Richard, 
having married Susan daughter of Ri- 
chard Neville, Lord Latimer, engaged 
in the northern insurrecUon. headed by 
the Earls of Northumberland and West- 
morland, in consequence of which he 
was attainted in 1569. Thomas Nor- 
ton, of Grantley, in the county of York, 
was one of his descendants; and bis 
son Thomas became the father of 
Fletcher, the founder of this family. 

Fletcher Norton, bom Jan. 23, 1716, 
was bred to the bar, in which profession 
he evinced great talents,and obtained con- 
siderable affluence. In Dec 1761, when 
he had attained a mature age, he was ap- 
pointed Solicitor-general to the King,and 
honoured as usual with knighthood. In 
November, 1765, he succeeded to the 
still more important post of Attorney- 
general, and in 1769 became Chief 
Justice in Eyre, south of Trent, which 
appointment was a sinecure; meanwhile 
Sir Fletcher had obtained a seat in the 
House of Commons, having been re- 
turned for different boroughs, during 
several successive parliaments. At 
length, in consequence of his residence 
at Wonersh near Guilford, he formed 
a connection with the corporation and 
freemen of the latter place, in conse- 

r?nce of which both he, and his chil- 
n afterwards became its represen- 
tatives. 

In 1770, he was chosen Speaker, a 
high and honourable office, which he 
filled with no small share of dignity. 
Indeed he is said to have given offence, 
by his bold and manly conduct, towards 
ihe close of the American war, when 
on presenting certain money bills, at 
the bar of the House of Lords, he ex- 
pressed a wish to the Sovereign in per- 
sou, « that what bis filithful Commons 



had granted liberally his Majesty mi^C 
expend economically.** Sir Fletcher 
was advanced to the peerage, April 9, 
1782, and died in 1789. 

John- Chappie Norton, called Chappie 
after his mother, Grace, daughter of Sir 
Wm. Chappie, Kt. one of the Judges of 
the Court of King's Bench third surviv- 
ing son of the first Lord Grantley, was 
bom April 2, 17'16. At an early period, 
he obtained a commission in the Guards, 
and accompanied his regiment to Ame- 
rica, where he experienced many of the 
miseries attendant on a winter's cam-* 
paign, in that country. While only a 
captain, he was employed under Gene- 
ral Home, to command a detachment, 
on an excursion into the interior ; but 
the people of the province were at ence 
so prejudiced, and so inveterate against 
the English, that he was obliged to re- 
turn to Philadelphia. 

At the conclusion of that disastrous 
and unfortunate war. Colonel Norton 
returned to England, and obtained a 
seat in Parliament, for the borough of 
Guilford. He was frequently re- 
chosen for the same place ; but never 
spoke, we believe, in the House of 
Commons. 

During the late French war, we do 
not find him employed ; but in conse- 
quence of the rapid promotions that 
ensued, he became General in the 
Army, and was also gratified with the 
50th regiment of foot; which before 
the late regulations, afforded a decided 
advantage, as many of the distinguished 
officers of the same rank with himself 
had only the half-pay of majors. 

General Norton, was a tall, stout, 
and full-blooded man; and had been 
accounted handsome in his youth ; but 
never was married. He died 1818. 



P. 

PEARS, Mr., farmer and grazier, 
at Sleaford, aged 81. He was appointed 
a constable for the hundred of Langoe, in 
the reign of George II., was married in 
1761, and although he has had several 
children, never had a death in his 
family until the occurrence of his own, 
at an advanced age. 

PERCY, the Rev. WUHam, D.D. 
at his house in Upper Seymour- 
street, in 1819. He was formerly of 
Queen's Square Chapel, Westminster, 
and also for some years Rector of St. 
Paul's, Charleston, South Carolina. 

PERRY, Conunodore, at Trinidad, 
August 23d, 1819. This commander in 
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"^the American navy, was bom in 1784, 
and was accounted one of tfie bravest 
' and most accomplished officers belonging 
to the Trans- Atlantic Repubtic He 
died at the early age of 34, leaving a 
widow and four children behind him. 

PERRY, Elizabeth, was bom in 
1710, and died May 1819, at the 
' great age of 1 09. She first saw the light 
at Shirkath, in the parish of Eardisland, 
and resided at Streamford, Hereford- 
shire, within 200 yards of the same 
spot, to the day of her death. Her 
sight was a little impaired; but she 
could eat, drink, and take snuff (of 
which latter she was particularly fond) 
to the last, and could walk about the 
house and premises, with the assistance 
/of her daughter. This venerable ma- 
tron (with the exception of a severe sur- 
gical operation in the back, whidi she 
underwent about 15 years ago) enjoyed, 
during her life, an almost uninterrupted 
state of good health, and her death ap- 
peared to be merely the result of extreme 
age ; for it was only the day previous 
to her dissolution that she took to her 
bed, and her faculties were clear to the 
last hour. She attributed her protracted 
Kfe to hard work and hard living. She 
remembered wheat at 2$. 6d. per bushel, 
and muncom (mixture of wheat and 
rye) at 18d. per bushel; meat from Id. 
to 2d. per ft. ; and butter 2d. j)er ft. 
Her eldest daughter is an active dame 
of 84 ; her youngest son is about 60 ; 
her eldest grand-daughter 46, and her 
eldest great grand-child 12. 

PIGOT, Sir Arthur, formerly attor- 
ney-general of the island of Grenada, 
and Ex- attorney-general of Great Bri- 
tain. Sir Arthur died on Monday, 
Sept. 6, at his cottage. East Bourne, 
Sussex, in the 69th year of his age. 



RE, Count M. Felepo, lately at Mo- 
4ena. He was the most celebrated 
professor of agriculture and botany, in 
Italy, and his " Elementa d^ Agricul- 
tura," is the only production on the 
southern side of the Alps, in which 
chemistry is applied scientifically for the 
improvement of agriculture. 

RH0DDE, Durand, D.D. Chap- 
lain in ordinary to His Majesty. This 
venerable clergyman was bom in 1735, 
and educated at King*& College, Cam- 
bridge, where he proceeded A.B. 1756, 
A.M. 1759, and S.T.P. 1789. Dr. 
Hhudde, married Miss Shergold in 
1760, by whom he hitd a son and two 



daughters. His prefermenCs kave been 
num^^ms rather than valuable, count- 
ing of the lecturership of St Dionis, 
Back church, Fenchurch-street, the vi- 
carage of St. Thomas. Soothwaik, &c. 
In 1782, he obtained his last prefer- 
ment, the rectory of Brentham with ' 
East Bergholt; to which was super- 
added the living of Great Wenham. 
He died at East Bergholt parsonage. 
May 6, 1819, in the 86th year of his 
age. 



SANDY, Mr. James. This very 
singular man, some years since obtained 
the appellation of the " celebrated Alyth 
Mechanic,'* and he was fully entitled to 
the distinction, in consequence of the 
many ingenious contrivances practised 
by him. The following account drawn 
up by one who knewyhim well, is wor- 
thy of attention ; and it is only to be 
lamented that the exact period' of his 
birth has not been mentioned. 

*< The originality of genius and ec- 
centricities of character, which distin« 
guished this remarkable person, were 
perhaps never surpassed. Deprived at 
an early period of life, of the use of his 
legs, he conbived by dint of ingenuity 
not only to pass his time agreeably, but 
to render himself an useful member of 
society. He soon displayed a taste for 
mechanical pursuits, and contrived, as a 
workshop for his operations, a sort of cir- 
cular bed, the sides of which being raised 
about eighteen inches above the clothes 
-were employed as a platform for turn- 
ing lathes, table vices, and cases of 
tools of all kinds. His genius for piuc- 
tical mechanics, was universal. He 
was skilled in all kinds of tuming ; and 
constructed several very curious lathes, 
€s well as clocks and musical instru- 
ments of every description, no less adr 
mired for the sweetness of their tone, 
than the elegance of their execution. 
He excelled, too, in the constraction of 
optical instruments; and made some 
reflecting telescopes, the specula of 
which were not inferior to those finished 
by the most eminent London artists. 
He suggested some important improve- 
ments in the machinery for spinning 
flax; and we believe he was die first 
that made the wooden-jointed snuff- 
boxes, called Laurencekirk boxes, some 
of which, fabricated by this self-taught 
artist, were purchased and sent as pre- 
sents to the Royal Family. To his 
other endowments, he added an accu- 
rate knowledge of drawing and engrair. 
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iugy and in both these arts produced 
specimens of the highest excellence. 
For upwards of fifty years he quitted 
his bed only three times, and on these 
occasions his house was either inun- 
dated with water, or threatened with 
•danger from fire. His curiosity, which 
was unbounded, prompted him to hatch 
different kinds of birds' eggs by the na- 
tural warmth of his body, and he after • 
wards reared the motley broods with all 
the tenderness of a parent : so that on 
visiting him it was no unusual thing to 
see various singing birds, to which he 
maybe said to have given birth, perched 
on his head, and warbling the artificial 
notes he had taught them. 

Naturally possessed of a good consti- 
tution, and an active, cheerful turn of 
mind, his house was the general coffee* 
room of the village, where the affairs of 
the Church and State were discussed with 
, the utmost freedom. In consequence of 
long confinement, his countenance had 
rather a sickly cast, but it was remark- 
ably expressive, and would have afforded 
a fine subject for the pencil of Wilkie, 
particularly when he was surrounded 
by his country friends. This singular 
man had acquired, by his ingenuity and 
industry, an honourable independence, 
and died possessed of considerable pro- 
perty. In short, his history holds out 
this very instructive lesson, that no dif- 
ficulties are too great to be overcome by 
industry and perseverance; and a ge- 
nius, though it should sometimes miss 
the distinction it deserves, will seldom 
fail, . unless by its own fault, to secure 
competency and respectability. He was 
married only about three weeks before 
his death, which took place on the 3d 
of May 1819, at Alyth. 

SANDERS, Joseph, Esq., principal 
partner of the Exeter bank, 17th Sept, 
1819. He died at the advanced age of 
89. 

SETON, Archibald, Esq. was bom 
in 1758, and educated in Scotland. At 
the age of di>out22. an appointment hav- 
ing been obtained for him, as a Civilian, 
he repaired to Bengal, and remained 
there during an almost unexampled pe- 
riod of thirty-eight years. After being 
employed as is usual. In some inferior 
ofifices, he was at length entrusted with 
the collection of the Revenues and admi- 
nistration of the Civil and Criminal Jusr 
tice in the Districts of Bhangolpore and 
Behar. He was then promoted to a 
seat in the Provincial Court of Justice 
in the Province of Behar ; and on the 
occasion of the cession of a portion of 
the dominions of his Excellency the 



Nabob Vizier to the East India Com- 
pany, in the year 1801, he was removed 
to the same station in the ceded pro- 
vinces, and was one of the Gentlemen 
selected by Marquis Wellesley to assist 
the Right Honourable Sir Henry Wel- 
lesley, G. C. B. in the discharge of the 
trust of the ofiiceof Lieutenant-governor 
of those Provinces. In the year 1806, 
Mr. Seton was appointed, to the office 
of President at the Court of his Majesty 
Shah AUum, at Delhi, and performed 
the grateful duty of securing the happi- 
ness of the last few months of the life of 
that interesting Prince, and also of pro- 
viding for the comfort of his son and 
successor, the present Emperor of Hin- 
dostan, on the accession of the latter to 
the Musnud. The arrangements made 
by Mr. Seton for the management of 
the territory to the Westward of the 
Jumna, assigned for. the maintenance 
of the Royal Family at Delhi, during 
the years in which he retained the 
ofiSce of President at his Majesty's 
Court from 1806 to 1811, were equaJly 
honourable to his own character, and 
well calculated to promote the welfare 
of all classes of the inhabitants of that 
territory, and their advantages have 
been permanent. In the year 1811, 
Mr. Seton accompanied the late Earl of 
Minto on the expedition against th^ 
Island of Java; and after the success- 
ful conquest of that island, he ~was api* 
pointed to the office of Governor of 
Prince of Wales's Island. From that 
station he was promoted, in the year 
1812, by the Court of Directors of the 
East Jndia Company, as the reward of 
his long services, to a seat in the Su- 
preme Council at Fort William in 
Bengal, which he filled with much 
credit for five years, and was on his 
return to his native country in 1818 at 
the period of his death. During the 
long period of Mr. Seton's services, he 
had the happiness to possess in succes- 
sion, and in the fullest extent, the wtell- 
merited confidence of every Governor 
under whom he acted, after he bad ob- 
tained a certain distinction in the ser- 
vice, viz. the Marquises Comwallis and 
Wellesley, and the Lords Minto and 
Teignmouth. Early in the last year, 
Mr. Seton determined to return to Eu- 
rope. He was extremely anxious once 
more to behold the country that had 
given him birth, as he had been at length 
enabled by means of a competent for- 
tune to enjoy all the comforts it afforded. 
But such was not the will of Provi* 
dence,for he died at sea, March 50,1818^ 
on board the William Pitt East India- 
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xnflD, on the passage from St. Helena 
to England, in the 61st year of his age. 
SHAFTESBURY, the Right Ho- 
nourable Dowager Countess of, at Flo- 
rence, in the summer of 1819. 

SHEE, M'K. John, Esq. Sept 30, 
1819» formerly of St. James's Place. 
He was the original founder of the Be- 
nevolent Society of St. Patrick. 

SIBBALD, Sir James, Bart, at 
Fulham House, Hammersmith, aged 
77, Sept. 17, 1819, after an illness of 
many years duration. Tlie baronetcy 
descends to his nephew, Mr. now Sir 
David Scott, one of the Directors of 
the East India Company. 

SMITH, William, Esq. comedian, 
bom in 1730 or 1731, was the son of a 
liondon tradesman. He was educated 
first at Eton, and next at St. John's, 
Cambridge ; but the sudden death of 
bis father, put a period to his collegiate 
studies and advancement. ' He now 
fixed on ihe stage as a profession; and 
obtained considerable celebrity. Being 
a handsome man, he formed an alliance 
with Elizabeth, second daughter of 
Edward- Richard Viscount Boling- 
broke, who died in 1762. We shall 
probably present our readers with a more 
extensive memoir of this gentleman; 
but in the mean time it may be neces- 
sary to observe, that on withdrawing 
from a theatrical life, he retired to his 
beloved residence atBury St. Edmund's 
in the ooun^ of Suffolk^ in his 89lh 
year, Sept. 13, 1819, leaving property 
behind to the amount of nearly 18,000^. 
on the interest of which, he had con- 
trived to live, so as for many years to 
flDJoy his favourite amusement of fox- 



M. A. atthe ageof 85, Sept 30th, 1819. 
He was Vicar of Maryslow and Thm- 
selton, in Devonshire, and formerly of 
Sidney-Sussex College, Cambridge. 

ST. CLAIR, Major-Genend. This 
gentleman, a native of America, at an 
early period of the war of independence, 
took up arms in behalf of his native 
country. Having distinguished himself 
on a variety of occasions, he soon rose 
to high commands; notwithstanding 
which, he died in Jan. 1819, in great 
indigence, in that country for which be 
' had fought and bled. 

ST. JOHN, Hon. General Henry. 
The St Johns justly claim to be con- 
sidered as a very ancient English family 
which originally came from the conti- 
nent, and, obtaining lands, settled ^ere. 
There are two branches of these ; the 
elder consists of the Barons St John of 
Bletsoe, formerly Viscounts Boling- 
broke ; the head of the younger, is St 
John Viscount Bolingbroke and St 
John, Baron St John, of Lydiard 
tregoze. Baron St John of Battersea. 
• Sir Henry St John, Bart was cre- 
ated Viscount St John, four years sub- 
sequently to his eldest son's promotion 
to the title of Bolingbroke. The hitter 
was the celebrated Henry St John, 1st 
Viscount Bolingbroke, one of the most 
able and accomplished men of the age 
in which he lived, although deemed 
very equivocal on the^icore of religion. 
In 1704, he was appointed Secretary of 
State ; and in 1712, after obtaining the 
title alluded to above,' he deemed it ne- 
cessary to retire to France, for thfe pur- 
pose' of sheltering himself from the 
ven<reance of his enemies. Notwitb- 



hunting. standing this, articles of unpeachment 

SOMRBRVILLE, Right Honour- were exhibited' against him, and on the 



able Lord. Of this nobleman, we 
possess ample materials for a regular 
memoir, which shall appear in <^r next 
volume. Meanwhile it may be neces- 
Rary to observe, that he was one of the 
greatest and most scientific agricultur- 
ists this country has ever possessed. His 
lordship chiefly appHed himself of late 
years to the cultivation of stock, and 
succeeded to an unexampled degree in 
breeding, feeding, and fattening his 
various kinds of sheep, cows, and oxen. 

Lord Somerville was struck by the 
band of death in the midst of his ca> 
reer, and died at Vevoy,ln Switxerland, 
Oct. 6, 1819. 

SPARROW, Lieut-Colonel P. at 
Jamaica, Aug. 22, 1819. He was 
Deputy Adjutant- General in Ratis- 
hmd. 

SPRY, the Rev. John Teasdale, 



10th of Sept 1714, he was attainted by 
both houses of Parliament During his 
exile he became Secretary of State to 
the representative of the house of Stu- 
art, then an exile also; but finding him 
to be a weak man, and perceiving that 
his partisans nei^er possessed vigour 
nor union, he determined if possible to 
make his peace at home. On this oc- 
casion he succeeded to a certain degree 
only, for Walpole, who was jealous of 
his great and unrivalled talents, was 
determined to keep from all participa- 
tion in power and consequence. Not- 
withstanding this, he found means to 
acquire the confidence, and enjoy the 
friendship of the late Prince of Wales, 
father to his present Majesty, by whom 
he was always treated with a degree of 
respect worthy of his abilities. 

Henry St John, of whom we now 
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treftt» was a younger son of John Vis. 
count Bolingbroke, by Ann, daughter, 
and co-heir of Sir Robert Fumese, 
Bart Being destined from early life» 
to the military profession, he soon 
rose to the first station in the British 
army, having in due time, attained 
the rank of General, together with a 
Colonelcy of a regiment of the line. In 
1771, he married Barbara, daughter of 
Thomas Bladen, Esq. and sister to 
Henrietta, Countess Dowager of Essex, 
and died in 1818. 

General St. John was a man of the 
world. He possessed easy manners, a 
genteel address, and an amiable dispo« 
sitfon. But he stood too high in the army 
list, perhaps, to be employed during the 
late contest with France; and indeed, 
whatever might have been his merits, 
his increasing years and infirmities must 
have prohibited any appointment of this 
kind. 

STEWART, the Rev. Charles Ed- 
ward, M.A. Oct. 8th, 1819, in his 71st 
year. He was educated at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, and obtained the Rec* 
tory of Wakes, Colne, Essex, and Rede, 
Suffolk, in succession. Tliis gentleman 
possessed a lively poetical imagination, 
and was author of ** Trifles in Verse," 



TELLER, Marshal Baroh, at 
Vienna, in Sept, 1819. He was for- 
merly a contractor for the Austrian 
armi^ and accumulated a large fortune ; 
but on his death ten florins were only 
found appertaining to him. .He was 
buriedfat the expense of his former 
coachman. 

THOMAS, the Rev. Thomas, at 
Peckbam, Surrey, formerly of Maes in 
Carmarthenshire, Oct. 1819. He was 
the author of sehnons, and elegies in 
verse. 

THOMSON, Lieut.-Col. Richard, 
at Clifton, Sept. 30th, 1819. This 
gallant oflicer had reluctantly retired 
from the service, in consequence of the 
loss of his right arm at the siege of 
Flushing, in 1809. 

THORPE, Lieut.-Col. Peregrine 
Francis, at Bath, Oct. 10, 1819, in the 
69th year of his age. He was formerly 
an officer of the 4th Regiment of Foot, 
and of late years has enjoyed the pro- 
fitable appointment of Military- Auditor- 
General on the Island of Ceylon. 

TUCKER, William, Esq. at Down 
St. Mary, Devonshire, Sept. 50, aged 79. 



He has left property to the amount of 
nearly 100,000^. among his relatives. 

TUCKET, Rt. Hon. George Thick- 
nesse, sixteenth Baron Audley. 

" JE LE TIENS." Mot. 

Lord Audley was bom Feb. 1 4th, 1758. 
He was the son of the celebrated Gover- 
norThickne88e,byLadyBi6tty,the daugh- 
ter of the Earl of Castleton, and early 
in life obtained a commission in the 
army by means of Iiord Bateman, in 
tensequence of which he repaired to 
Gibraltar. After a short residence 
there, he returned to England. 

At the age of 19, Mr. Thicknesse 
succeeded his uncle, John, the last 
Earl of Castleton, as Baron Audley, 
(April 28th, 1777,) and, by permission 
of his Majesty, assumed the arms and 
name of Tucket, (April 3, 1784,) 
about seven years after. 

His Lordship was twice married, 
first, on May 19, 1781, to Elizabeth 
daughter and co-heiress of the late 
John Lord Delaval, who died in 1785* 
By this lady he had issue: I. Elizabeth 
Susannah, who afterwards became the 
wife of John Cousens, Esq. ; 2. George- 
John, now 17th Baron Audley, bom in 
March, 1783, and latdy married at 
Bmssels, to a daughter of Admiral 
Donelly. 

The late Lord Audley had, for his 
second wife, Mrs. Moorfaouse, the opu- 
lent widow of a distinguished officer, 
Lieut.-Col. Moorhouse, who was killed 
at the siege of Maryalore, in the East 
Indies^ who survives him. Aft»r occa- 
sionally residing at Edinbhrgh and 
Dublin, his Loraship died at his seat aft 
Sandridge Lodge, Wiltshire, in his 61st 
year, on Aug. 23, 1818. 



V. 

VANSITTART, Mrs., in L|I9, a* 
her house at Blackheath, in tne 81st 
'year of her age. She was the widow of 
the late H. Vansittart, Esq. who was 
lost, many years since, on his passage to 
India, and mother of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. It is said that this lady 
refused to wear mourning for her hus- 
band, who she supposed was wrecked on 
some uninhabited island; and would 
return at length to his native country. 



W. 

WALLACE, Robert, Esq. Sept. 12, 
1819, at Rosslane Fort, in the county 
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af Wexford, for many years a justice of 
the peace for that district. He died 
saddenly, while in the act of shaving. 

WARDEN, Lieut.. Col. Francis, 
died at his apartments in Somerset street, 
'April 14, 1819, at the age of 40. He 
repaired to Bombay at a period when he 
had scarcely attained his 16th year. The 
disease that proved fatal, was an enlarge- 
ment of the heart, obtained during hard 
service, in an unfavourable climate. 

WATSON, Lady, the widow of the. 
late Sir Brook Watson, Bart., At East 
Sheen, Surrey, Sept. 10, 1819. 

WHITE, the Rev. John, M.A. 
Mr. White who was a native of North 
Walsham,. county of Norfolk, was 
horn in 1745. After the usual pre- 
liminary education he repaired to Caiqs 
College, Cambridge, and in 1765 was 
the senior Wrangler of the Tripos. 
As a fellow of that society for some 
years, Mr. White, who was in or- 
ders, obtained the livings of Cheving- 
ton and Hargraye, both in Sufiblk* 
ihh gentleman mob . only proved an 
ornament, to the University in which h^ 
was educated^ but to society at large* 
He accordingly died Dec. 4, 1818, in 
his 74th year, greatly respected and 
lunented. 

WILLIS, Henry Norton, Esq., 
F.R.S. F.S. A. This gentleman, the son 
of a medical practitioner,^ at A^idover, 
Hants, was originally an officer in the 
Hants militia. He afterwarcU obtained 



a pUce in the King's household, by th« 
intervention of Earl Talbot, then Hi(^ 
Steward, and at length became Secre- 
tary td a ibrmer Duke of Dorset, when 
that noJ;>leman filled the same station. 
Having been reduced in consequence of 
Mr. Burke's Reformation Bill, in 1783, 
he retired on a pension, and settled at 
Sunning Hill, Berks. 

Mr. Willis, who had a house in that 
village, was nominated Lieut. -CoL ef 
the Kensington volunteers at the com- 
mencement of the war with France; be 
afterwards. superintended the hous^old 
of the late Princess Charlotte^ and on 
her marriage, became Privy Purse. 
This gentleman, who was one of the 
founders of the Alfred, an Association 
where play is unknown, published a 
description of Knole Park, in Kent, iJie 
residei>ce:of the Diikes of Dorset. He 
left.a widow and three children behind 
him, and his only son, is Chs^lain 
General in India. Mr. Willis died in 
1819. 

WISHABT. Lady Theresa Coch* 
rane, at Edinburgh, Sept 4, 181d. 
She was wife of Sir Thomas Codir»ne> 
Knt. K. B. and daughter of the late 
Sir Charles Ross of BalnagowP, Bait. 

WOLSELEY, Sir ^Robert, Bart at 
Paris, Sept. 2, 1819. He was a man of 
an ancient family, originally called 
Wolf-slay, from haying encountered and 
killed a ferocious animal of that species. 



THK END. 



Printed by Strahan and Spottiswoode^ 
Frinters-Street) London. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



25 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



i 



I 

L 



'Digitizld by Google 



